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OFfF THE

| SHAFTSRURY ASSOCIATION.

| AT two o’clock P. M. Elder Ca.
B 1:8 Broop preached a {uitable fermon,

B from Dan. x. 12, 13.

2. A moderator and clerk were chofen.

4, . Letters were read from the feveral

§ churches, and the following lift taken of

' the number of members who have been ad-

- ded, difmiffed, excluded, and died, the

“year paft,

1 N. B. The names of the minilers are in

italics.  Thofe marked with an *, were not

prefent.  IFrom the churchies marked thus -,

we recetved no letters,  Dafhes denote na

seetled pvngter
' Churehes.




‘v Churches. "V[ CHZers, Add.| Dif|Exc.\Died] No.
\/ffth!fz Tanner,
Jattenkaill, cbert Kmy< n, - - - 19 2. 190F
j l bomas ¢ emlw.
/Z’ Tus BIL-J,
Ribert Niles |
Litﬂﬁ iiGﬁLk, >' f’ i A‘f&’?”ﬂ;, - - - 8 3 1 1l 102
ezekiah Gorton, |
. j:;%;:ph Cafe.
+Halifax, - — - - - | 37
S G— !
illfdale, gan?u‘:i “’5&, - - - - 0 57
Witliam Weft, jun,
Rictiaa Xinyen,
™. . } Somuicl [/"! 0y " - - i ;5 2 299
17 Lon, N -; :
aleb ﬁan-m;;. i
G+ Ninepartners, Stephen Gono, - 3 af 5

i Uhere was a miftake in tbe number left year.
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™ Churches,  Meffengers.
Chetterficld, Ebenezer Vining, E -
[ Samuel Kogers,
Saratoga, "<_ jonathan P:ndal,
L Thomay Jordon,
ad Colrain, Edmurd Littlefield, - .

Simeon Dakin -
N\ ¥ , ’ "y
4 Qr[h Fdﬁt@“’n, Wl”lam Wllllsg

St. Coyk, , Jehiel Fox, -

( Tofeph Craw,
 David Malery, - .
\ Kinathan Finch,
\Ljofeph Card.
Amaja Brown,

- .5 Caleb Cummins, -
it Welifield, < Thomas M’Clure,

L Henry Mattifon.

Palmertown,

' Hezekiah fiunham, - .

Dif.
2

2

Exc.

Died

No.
37

61
1&
47
17
49

138




Meffengers.

g R

| Cbarcbd:;!

Thomas Nichols,
Afa . Palmer.
Yohis Leland,
Squire Munro,
Daniel Coomer.
Caleh Blood, -
4th Shaftfbury, § Abiathar Waldo.
Stockbridge, - - -

?

Aficld, FEbenezer Smith, - -

. Nathan [aflins
Bullock’s Grant, ¢ v - ;(/ S
Joleph Wilthams.

?

*lew Britain,

~2d Larefborough,

| Abijah Peck,

2d New Gahoway, s Waie Palia,
l lumes Warren,
) Nathanicl Keeler.

Add.

Dif.

9

.
L4

[

1

Exc.Died

No.

37

20

24
54

414




Cbhurches. Meflengers.
Somerfet,  James Parmeie, .
fohn Lawton,
(‘imeon Smith,
it New Galioway, < Abel Potrter,
Ephraim Smith,
| “. Fonathan Finch,
2d Ditto.< S:udion Benion, -
L Wiiliam Buarch,
Hoiicktown, M Joel Butler, i
| tiarper Rogers.
h, ﬂ I iac (17ebb,
Pittftown, < G-rfthom Hinkly, -
Joha Route,

—

|

Jotal,

Died No.

25

41
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The feven lalt churches joined at this af-
fociation,

4. Alter reading a number of letters, ap-
pointed ider Gaso 1o writc a letter of core
refpondence o the affociaton of Philadel-
phia: Llder Blood to that of Ve mont+ El-
der Warrea tothat of Wuceditedk @ bBlder
Aaron Lelandto that of Warren: Llder
Morfet to that of Stonington: Elder Pow-
ers to that of Danbury.

5. Adjourned till tomorrow morning §
o’clock.

. —— e

Tuursoay, Tulv 7.

MeT according to adjournment.

6. A fermon was delivered by Eider John
Leland, from Don, xi. 34, 35.

7. Proceeded to read the rett of the let-
ters,

8. The minutes of the Stonington affuci-
ation came to hand by elder Abel P.lmer,
their meffenger ; who was defired to take a
feat among us.

9. A letter and minutes from the Wood-
ftock affociation, alfo came to hand b. ther
meflengers, Elders Aaron Leland and liaak
Stone, who were defired to act amorg us.

10. A letter and ninutes trom  the Ver
mont affociation, hkewie were received by
their meflenger, Ylder Joreph Cornal, who
was requelled to take a fear wnong us,

A e
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i1, A letter ane minutes from the War.
ren aflociation cawe to hand ; buc their mef.
fengers failed.

12. The minutes from the Danbury al.

fociation were furwarded 3 but there came
no letter nor metlenger from them.,
13. The brethren who were appointed to

prepare letters to the correfponding affocia- §

tions, were called upon to make their re.

turn, who brought in fuch draughts of let. §
ters as were approved of, and our meflengers |

to Philadelplia were, Elders Gano and

Webb @ to Warren and Stoningten, Elders §

Werden, Powers, Morfer, and Leland: to
Woodftock, Elders Rogeis and lifh: to
Danbury, Elders Dakin, Moife, and Vi
ning——Ricthren Ganzy and Samuel Whelp.

ley, junior: to Vermont, <lders Blood,
Brown, and Hull,

14. The circular letter was brougnt for- §

ward and read 3 but not being faustactory

for the prefent jancture, 1t wies judged moft B
convenicn. toluppreisit; and Elcers Blood, §
Werden, Leland, Hully, and Burtler were

appointed to prepare ¢ fubliitute, fome time
bitare the mo

prictcd with the avnutes,
5. klde

r
}Pz;‘;:,u;f a i dadr e f(j!‘ ¥l year.
oF }

~ oo Vordvu tranfenbe inie vor minutes
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18, The affociation being imprefled with
2 fenfe of that treedom which every chiid of
} Adamis entitied to by pature 3 and of which
zhcy cansct be deprived but by hoftile viur-
f pation ; tuke this metiaod Qf' manifefting
dtheir hearty  detettacen  of the SLAVE
| TRADE : and recommend 1t te all our
§ brethren, to pray Almighry God, to haflen
the aufpicious day, when the Ethiopean, w.th
all the human race, thall erjoy all thac lib-
eity due to every good citizen of the come
bmonwealtn g and the name of SL AV E be
extirpated from the earth,

18, Query—Whether a civil magiftrare,
iwho decides on a certain aétion in Jaw, ac-
fcording to the beft of his judgment, and af-
derwards becomes a member of a church,
fhall be required by the church to reverfe
flad jadgrment, provided he fhil thinks it
fwas jull, and provided the law does not re-
Jquire fuch reverfion 2 Amiweied in the
Bitpative,

{ '9. Appointed Elder Blood to fuperin-
#eod the printing of the minutes,

20. The next affociation is to be heid at
ulown, the Arlt Wednelday in June
pexe, actwo o’clock 1P, M. Elder Samuel
plaldo o preach the mwiroduGory fermon,
Bnd in cale of fallure Lider Joel Butler.
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CIRCULAR LETTEHR,

Beloved Brethrer,

74 T our '2lt affociar'nn we ads
dre "”d\'r}uomhe power of individual. hurche
es and the defigh of affoc tmuns and there.
: %c BaVe NOW ut‘!; (O (0 “ii < ONn {h { le f.a.
Nl vf‘tvfzc:ver Y Al wratton is clad wiid
/ " horiey, it becomes tyrannical

cr otatemps a lerdlhip over

w.thout, 1t only becomes ridicu-

¢ are fo are Gar from withi ng to {ee our
';%‘%u(fizllii'ffﬂ ua—:ﬂ_m}? the I!‘stitpa.imrﬁcy of
areches, thar it gives us pain, to have any
contoverites Ingreded nto the affociauon
that cught to be fertled in the churches ;;hew
they oriinated: for whenever churches lole
fenfe of th2ir owaimportauce {o far that :}367
Gurit ot decide o d:fputes, far tearof e
frowns of the affociation; they eventuaily
»;;i;sr‘?%’y the affociation with a cl-flical power
wiich s inadmitOble in 2 land of freederi.
But the fubjet that we {hz]} now recommend
your perufal, 1s that of the influcnce of relr
Yo in the Luman Deart,

Sucit 15 the depiavity of human natu:e
~0 ureat the fall of men from God and
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and goditnefs 3 that notan individual of Ad.
am’s progeny will ever turn to God and
perform 55, viritual exercifes, until the ;L,E: oof
regEnelalion new mode’s the [oul,
moral changeof heart is effected kv 1)
ereign "urt'scy of the Holy Ghoft,and is g;rg;p..[
erly exprefled by a death unto o fin and a new
birth wito fzg,{..-teex!/fzj}, This im P:.;rcanvt;
change, whichis pot wrought by hLuman
eilizits or moral {wafion 3 but by tiie {piritof
2d, raifes the foul to love aud adore the
vine charafter, and abafe the creature in the
’r Though ‘doubts and tears may attend
10 fouls as ioncr as they remain on earth, |
e%: they have a rc-u.;rd for the divine g‘xory,;
nd an utter abhorrence to fin,
Tur mere formalifts, with all his circie |
of rituals, 1s 1gnorant of thefe exerciles,’
2t worries h?n‘;ftlf in his mean vaffalage,
i.’i:” be wonders at, or wantonly oppofes
the joy ei parconed in. Tae love of God.
nobe heart of mea s & myltery out of hs
he tives and dies a flranger to that
ich conquers the turbuient paf
Goas of the foul, and ivbjedts the heartto
fuvereign grace.  Ylie narvow fouled big|
1ole wifhes are all cefﬁm‘\ﬁri in the
mean C"u& oi fel ‘uvL, 5 and whefe chartty
00 ﬁi")l thofeof his party, is u:ac-j

T ﬂ“fi wizh the seligion of } i’u‘:;, 10N0-
cant of divine benevcler ce, and far very a0
irom that {upreme love to Cod, which

aakos aman concelve himiell co be acitizen
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of the world : and while his foul is pecu-
liarly delighted in the houfhold of faith, his
heart vibrates with affeion to all the chil-
dren of Adam,
. Tue vain philofopher and empty fy{tem-
| am:2 is feeding his foul with fancy ar"* {pec-
~ulation, not conﬂtdexmg that a man may
have all knowlege to fcan any plan with co-
herence, connection and difpendence 3 and
yetbe as deftitute of any real good, as the
~ heart of Lucifer is of love. His know-
" fedge and telf-conceit only puff up his foul;
| whm. he is deftitate of the grace of the 'mf‘
ptl which edifies the 'mnd mortifies tbc
fleh, overccives the world, Tweetens the
cares of life and ripens the chidd of Ged
tor cternal glory.

No douvbt but what the Almtghtv former
of {pirits, indulges rationzl creatures to
toam through all the fields of nature, prove
idence and graccr. to fee the power, coodnefs
and love, of the eternal god-head, ard to
admire his handy works; bt when the
fearches and refearches of finite | beings tead
only to agrandize themfclves, p..z‘:f them up
with felf coaceit, and gam f:z:: applav(z cf fels
low worms fUuh knowledon is v FHow
far fuperior is that difpofin on ?.;;:{“E*’: é:}'s!z'; the
{ou! W‘Eh wvonder and aw= at the incynpic-
hf’dﬁ le nerfeflions of gt avall e h g;},:‘zf};-
}* IU "’)“} i ig{l 5’}”35; ”;7 On wCcount "{ Lie

1

hi’ie’? et of Gn ' and makes e heos
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GO L ner e u prace, and lie {ubmiflive
at thefect . the dear Redeemer,
Revicron, properly fignifies, t6 bind e |
gain.  Sin has um: man from God, and fouly §
trom virtue; but veligion binds vp the §
breach, Jeius reitores that which he took §
not away, and by the balm of his, grace, §
“.wounded fpuits are bound up and healed, §
It we confider religion, as it rmp ¢€ts the §
kingdoms of this worid, the diciples of §
Ieius are not to go to Mofes, the fervantof §
he Lord, for precepts or precedentsto reg- §
nlate them in focial worfhip ; but to Jelus §
the fon of God, who has been faithful inall §
his houfe ; and whatfoever he faith, they are -
todo. Nor are the fubjrcts of Chrift’s king
dointohave recourfe to civil kingdom or laws |
of ftate, for their inftitution or protection
That religion which cannot fave itfelf with-
out law and fword, can never fave thofe §
chat embark init. FEvery kingdom has laws §
tor the proteflion of its citizens and fup- |
port for 1ts officers ; which is true of the |
kingdom of Chrift : "and for the {fubjeés of
Chrift’s kingdom to apr‘eal to civil authoris
ty for protection and {upport, is as infignifi
cant, as it would be for the federal govem-
ment, toappeal to the flate governments t0 ;
proeét the citizens of wie paiion and {up-
port the federal officers.  As the kingdom of
2151y ot under tae control nor fubject to
“s;s?ai. rity 3 fb f‘mf‘, It: Jdoes not ex-
6l i infuines to b elruAion of either




1y
domeitic or ftice oovernmenty but leaves
them to operate diltinaly vjius their refpeca
tive bafis.  The blenticg of Chnit and
Mofes—Chrift aid Cwefar—Chrift and the
‘head of a family oogether, has done infintt
- mif-hief.,
Having feid fomsthing of the influence of
religion, snd the kingdum ef Chnft, we
have here to add fomceihing refpe@ing our-
felves.
~ We cannot boalt perfection! L'ke the
~difciples going to Cape:naum, we fometime

firive which of us fhail be the greateft, and
fometimes our unruly paifions will put our
t i

!
reafon and religion to the blufh ; but, dear
brethren, though we live in the f:/h, we
do not war afeer it and we defire th pravie
Almighty God, that he 2as fo far reibaingd
the wrath of man of this afloctart n, ‘huatwe
have enjoyed peace and delight, in hearing
of the work of God in varivus places, and
feeing the engagednels of the people «here
we arc affociated.  We have ha! a good
degree of harmony and concord in our de-
liberations, and have a great caufe of tri-
umph ia the power of God’s grace which
has turned this lute howling wildernefs into
afruiiful field.-—Bethren pray for us ; ftudy
to be quiet—maintain lives of godline{s—
fhun all appearance of evil-—--encourage
hopeful gitts—guard again{ immoral 1me.

4

pofters—~endeavor to keep the unity of the

“be €«
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8
f1:iit in the bonds of peace, and the God
ot love and peace be with you~—Amen.

Signed by order,
JUSTUS I:'iU[ L,

\ioderalor,

JOHN LELAND,

?
"i&’?‘f;.',

N. B. Brother Jobn Afplund from Vzrg ;z:d,
Fas prejented one ccpy of kis annual regificr of
the Baptifh denomination in Norih- America, for
Nov. 1790, for each church iin our affociation
("’"?‘am”‘ and os be intends mow Qo coninmie th
jz,ma fer 1791, and 1792, be tf efyre r;’f’xj?s _
the churches to be fubferiders for themy they will |
come i next zip i, confifting +f ot Zcz_/z“ 20
Joeetsy anciuding ali the cliociation nyanics and cire
zz/sz Je0or's fo" 1791, and1792, ani the pris

SIS ERY) perie fr f.z,;[ ﬁfft} 2l 11 f’uff




