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K T two o’clock, P. M. the Affcciation was open.

;; ed, by a Difcourfe from Exsdus xxxiy, 8.—

§ be made the breaf-plate of cunning work. Deliscred by
tber JOPEN LELAND. B
| “2. A moderator and clerk were chofen.

f 3. The ictters from the churches were read : an?d the

‘/4 llowing lift ta;cen of the Addiions, Dini aut ans, avd

refcnt State of the churches. |
, N B. Inthe liit the miriftors na'nes are in sMaATL ciprrat 3, ard

Wterin Italicts «=Thefe with an (*) were not prefens.—~From char-
= Ac.s marked mth{a (t) we received fo letters.

Eeinlvii
E CxuRcRES. MEessEncERs. |&F o)
B Fiitifieid,  *VALENTINE BaTHzuN, | | | .,c. 31
- ' C LemuzL Powers, 1
i _:'!Iw‘a{ér', 3. John Andréws, . . § | > 3 01299
i " CCharles Demony, - - LT V] v
l?'Sbaf‘f’ry I B 24
;ddejtfuur_}, | o i} 1 1}.0] 30
. 'CCares Broop, . 8 ‘
) ﬁSbaf{[bgt_."y, IHatan Hindrix, B3l 1 2 ;{160
X ( Jehn Park. S
PR CETER WERDEN i 1
‘ﬂ Céqﬂnrg,_ { Stephen Carpentc,sr- 1 6 I OIS
) [ *NaTrHany Masoy, 1
- - Toun LEeLaxD,
Mad Chefhire,  { Joel Readaway, 4] 1 ol 2173
i | - Samfon Malon,
Reger Pettibone.
QAMUEL Rosrrs,
E ne. ., Parker Neynolds, !
i Sara;cg.f,‘; Hezekiah Dunham, ”i‘” ¢ 2 do
i & f\"xex Davis. |
, A.»zrr.L B.‘\cw:\r, I '
Yr ¥ Gallyway < Ephraim Sandl, da o‘ 3y

Q:ias Biown.
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‘f C/)i/?f!‘ﬁc‘l&l’,
Eilifdale

3d NoGallsway

N
Nii1iton,
ﬂ""‘ oy "
- U’ de'}‘,
'~ p“,I 71- ,: 9
—I & ,. 76/"“",
IJ‘,‘I (l:’ f(”an. !;1

Sty Coick ,

LDiitonkiln,

N. Bethleham,

P:ttfrawn,

S.’(’J/Jrg’e}u’gwn,

Hanceck,
t+Hep a’i‘/cw:z,
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Jire szucrtz:x »

Joskpu Cop.mvm.x.,
Jehn Munro,
(_ Nathanicl hu,

®EBENEZZR me .
Seth Perttir.
Joxataaw Finen,
Wiltiam Biech,

Peleg Hart.

C Daniel Couch,

Abrahamn T i1nn1as,
Satmon Child.

{ NATHANIYL NORTON,

i"c}cg Card.

Josert Craw,
{“'&ac Breviir.
jehiel Fex,
John Waldo.
"Epwarp Barseg,
{onﬂxt Kyryen,
& { ...1as Bentley,

h Cales

St ...;\,n Clnitead,
{I‘, ntel Vancotts.
g s:ic WEBSB,

u(\\et I eud
? Thaddeus MoConnel.
SJUSTUS Hure,

RoBerT Mires,

*FEer NMorriT.

+CrLarx Rocms
fiobert Carr.

(‘“’“AU-B Nicrnovs,
Le: junin G'erner
) samuel Baker,

C Tudiah l\ykf\\ orth.

. Dillack®s r anlt»

“NATHAN Hasxins,
*AMasa Browy,
”em‘v Muattifon,

¢ Sancel WHELRLEY,
' ]uh’- d- .";Io
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~F Powers, and the correfponding letter by brother H
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. sTouy N | (8
i&Iiaﬁmofon, - Jor I\!CHOLS.’ (i 1
G Barrimgdon, “‘JEI?UT}‘{A.N Gray.l 6 2},
¢ Deniel Pain, I
f Canaan, 9 v , al ol o 23
anddiy 1 john Burris. -
‘a::dzﬁ».., *Joszus Mors. §8
u\ ~ v "o
.-3?»’9.*?/)&{/ 75wn, *SiMON DacAx. | | ;é
e Nine I a: 120 5, il o) A‘,S
4tk N Gallvway  Teommnel Coceels 4
3 1 ¢ Hezehizsh Gorton, , 42
_,Mﬂ)f “% )] Mequeen Fox.
- Frisua Barns, 37
Canaan, Daniv! Rovley.
"zd Greenficld, Hrael Craw. 39
: Io b Burcnard, s
Wtilmmﬂawn, 2 Jofeph Hand, _
¢ .k Rich.

182,100,45.21,3020
N- B. The f.). lafi imontioned churcles united with us ot

3ns time.

4. Upou the requelt of Aﬂfm! charch, they were dif.

mdfcd to join the Leyden aliociation.

. & Received letters of carrcfpo.x dence from the Warren
- and Philad: {viia affoctations ; and Ykewife from the Dan-
by affociation, by their mcl.bnrvcr brother HiGBY :—
Alfo, fiom the Stomi-igton aTociation, by brother SMmiTi.
- Thefe meflengers touk a feat wiih us

6. The circular letter hxoubh foma:d by brother

Ty v
Lo oo

were read, and after a fmuall amendinent of the frit, were

- #pproved.

Adjourned *tiill To-morrow, 8 o’cleck, A. M.
THCREDAY, June the gth.

Det according ts adj-urament.
Prother Hrni preached a morning difcourie:
7. Appointed meflengers as fellow tmm
10 the Generul Committ:e, Brother Leland,
To the 1-'/’.11;.'d\~.‘),,7.a n_]'ou.mm, Brother Iﬁmc Ui obE,
To the 1Farrey I Biether Jolu Ilind
To the 8o 2t G Brothers Bark o a0 Vi
dothe . y 24 Drothers Samudd) 0
Do \".'l-. TR




( 6 )
To the Vermont Ao.

To the Woodftock  do.

Brother Craw,
To the New-Yerk  de.

Brothers Hull and Wheiplzy,

2. Appointed our brethren, #1524, Power s, Rogers, Cop, |
f'iﬁ‘o _

g» Appointed brother B/224 to write the Circular Lep,.
ter for next year, and brother Lelind the Letier of Cop,

ned, Craw, and Finch, to attend a conference at §p
fietd, on the firft Wednefday in September next.

refpondence.

10. Appointed brother Powers to fuperintend the print

ing of the minutes.

11. Agreed to print the correfponding letter with l.lnj: :

minutes.

12. Our rext affociation is to be holden at We/t. Stock. §

bridge Baptift meeting.-houfe, the firj! Wednefday in June,

1706, at 2 o,clock, P. M. brother Bhod, to preach the |
troductory fermon 5 in eafe of fzilare, brother S. Rogers, §
13. Whereas a number of well difpofed peopleon this §
roatinent have agreed to unite W oa grueral concert of
v - ver, for the cutpouiing of God's ipirit, on the frft 8

Logpdaysof Fanuary, April) July, and 0Zcber, this affodias

tonyowith heart-felt fatistalion, approves of the fame ; we |

vierefore recommend the obfervance of fuid days to ihe
rvovenes which we reprefent. In this concert, we hope,

el

e vl be nodiftinGion of denosninations § but thatail
wo i natew the love and fear of God.

The sdociation being difmified, broihier Blod preached

10 L€ pecpies

Brothers Blood and S. Rggen’ '.

Tar CIRCULAR Lini 1ok

MINISTERIAL COMMISSION AND REWARD,

———

BELGVED BRETHREN !

“/"E conceive that the Minifters of the Gofpel receive

their commifiion to teach and baptife, not fromthe
Chnrch, Prefbytery, Bithop, Pope nor Ring, but {rom the
Lord 7 fus coriff. HE who is abfolute Suvereign in his
church, calls fome from the featsof erudition, and others,
from the plough, flock or boat, and fends them forth <o
bear up his name in the world : whether they bear the -
tle of ambafludors, angels, apofties, bithups, eldurs, evan.
gelifts, fathers, hufbandmen, keepers, libcrers, maiter.
buiiders, raen of Gud, meflengers, minifters, overfeeis,
pafiors, preachers, pricits, prophets, reapers, rolcrs,
{cribes, fervanis, fons of Zion, fturs, ftew s, teachers,
vine drellers, watchmen, wifemen, witnefics or any other,
they receive their orders alone trom Chritt, und are ze.
ceuntable to him for the difcharge of their iacred fundti.
ons. There is not a fingle condition in their commtilions
Jefus does not fay < go wnd preach, if peaple will appleud

_and pay you for your labor, but contrawife, ¢ you ihall

fpe.k my word unto them, wherther they will hear, or
whether they will forbear.”  In the dilcharge of this fa.
cred truft, the faichful fervants of God have received dif-
grace, reproach, ftripes and banifhment, and the lofs of
all things, their lives not excepted ; but none of thefe
things mowved them ; they took joyfolly the fpoiling of
their gocds, not counting theirlives dear unto themfelves,
to finith their caurle with joy. and the miniftry which chey
had received of the Lord Jefuse Thefe all died in the
faith (having obtained a good report) and rede toheaven
ina firy charior:  Bat amdit all cheir hardihips. we ne-
ver hear them complaining thus, ““w- w¥b we never had

Sundertaken to preach 1 1f the people continse wungratefud

“and covetous, and will not give us mar- moncy, we will
gt thewrk.” No: they had their cyes on God—rthey
viewed a day approaching when they hovld be caied e

fore an onmufcent Judge to pire accaunt of their Qewe

al'a,i{hip. They kazw taar theanararinnde aud covetoul.

2@els of others would not aone tor Lk own negledd s a

-
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receflity was laid on them, yea woe untothem if ihey 4id

Lot preach.

But, atethefe thing: right ? Ttis certainly right for mi. .
niftzrs to mind their own bufluels ; butare Ingratitude snd
covetouinels conmendable in hearers ! by no meaus : all
the fufferings of Chrilt were occaflioned by the wrongs of -
men, and mauny of the {ufferings of his minifters procecd
from the covetoulnels of thefe to whom they preach.
Can it be fuppoled that Jefus Chrift, who iy infinitely

wife, juft and goed, would ever cali men from the duties

of hfe, to leave their families and concerns tofpend theis
lives in ferviog others for their profit, and lay no obliga.
tion on others to make juft retaras ? Surely no. The la.-
Lorer is worthy of his hire—He who fows fpiritual things
thould reap temporal—He whoistaughtin the word fhould - -
communicate all good things to the teacher ; the Lord

hath ordained that thofe who preach the gofpel fhould
live of 1t Thefe, and many colateral texts are read and
coafented to, but poorly aled upon. Some call in the

aid of hunan law to force people topay the preacher ;bet

he
this ismiking religion a principle of {tate policy, and keep.
ing the preacher in 2 ftite koufe.  Jefus Chrikt never afe
fumed the charalter of a civiljudge, or a divider of inter.
cits among men ; he made v~ code o' penal laws to punifh
aien in this world, for not complying with hisaward.

Others fuppole that thele texts have no forczin them
without the preacher is fo peor and inligent that he can.
not live without help ; but thrs mukes the Chriftian fife
tem partial, and unequal ; dcitroys the fenfe of thofe bie
ble words, bire, wages and reward, and, fina'ly, kecps the
preacher in an alms-houfz. A preacher was once crdam.
ed in North-Wales, alier the rites were perivrmed, one
of the deacons toos him by the hind and fualuted him
thus ; ¢ God blefs you, brother, and keep you Lumble,
for we intend to keepyou poor.””  All that a mmifter can
expeq ia fuch a predicament is to grow rich by his povers
ty of {pirir, being prorin purfe, amonyg a pror fpirit.d peos
ple. If a mintiter, in fuchi drewmttances, witer ds to mere
chandize, trade or hard labor, 1t preatly embarca{les lus
mind and generaily deitroys hiis uf:fulnels and influerce,
and fometimes fpots his g unents to that degree, that he
never gets themdem as loroashe livess '

. INo doubt there bs o golpnd rinafion, between a flate

Loy )
ficule and an aInis-Houfe, in which a preacher (ho Ad Vie- -
this ioufe, like the Tahernacle and Templ:, fhould he

yuilt with free-will offerings ; and where the pénerous and
noble offerings of the public fpirited fail, the expence

“fhould be equalized on all ¢oncerned 5 and the man, who
is fo poor {pirited as not to be willing to do his equal part,
- gives inconteftable proof nf his covetoufnefs, which is idul-

try. | | | o
2 'jIl'here feems to be 4 fignificant filenceinthe New-Tef-
tament about the mode of minifterial compentation 5 very
likely for thisreafon : o mode would be convenientin all
places, fome adap: the mode of voluntary fipulation with
the preacher y others agree among themfelves kow much
they will give the preacher, without confulting him ;=

~ fome again carry in their prefents fudividually vithout

‘any muteal confultation while othersiruft 1o their weekiy
or monthly contribations, &e. Eachofthele modes haye
“their advantages and d.fudvantages; nor isit much matter
‘what mode is falien upon,ifthree things ave attended to,viz.
'Tirﬂ,t.hat fuch co'ledtions are not made by the force of hue
man law. Second,ihat the burthenis e walized asnearly as
the circumftance of things will admits T7ird, that enough
is done ; for aftér all the plans that are adopteq, for wgnt
of mare of the fpirit and punduality of the goipel, many
fthe minilters ave poor, while they make many rich. 4
‘man witheat paternal love and conjogal fympatby, at leait

 without natural affc@ion, makesbut a poor preacher s and

if the preacher has natural affe@tion, what painmoft fill his
heart to fee his neighboursliving in profperity, hoarding
.up money to purchale cheap farms with for their children,
while his own children are {cafiling hard foraliving with.
cut the aid of their father, and without any profpect of ai-
Diftance from him.

It isnothing ftrange for ufeful muifters to have many
preffing calls to impart their fpiritual gifts around, and
what drawings of {cnl they feel to anfwer thafe calls, none
know but themfelves 3 but how often circumfiances feem
toforbid ; and if love to fouls, and the fear of offending
God &imnlate them tobreak over all obflru@ions ¢ what
inquietndes attend them on their way, and how great 5
their forrow when they retarn, to find their affairs all de.
ranged, their familiss in want, and having little cr no-
thing torclieve thofe wants.

A miniler who wifies to be profitable to mankind, fee:

e .
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s e N T e & ners. confider themfeives diffnterefled in this matters.
?E’e'ﬁe‘f‘d of fearching the b‘m?i and-ftudying the ‘hf“‘g’s' ' ?,{Ez; fuch churches, urgent {ohcitations are fometines
Gud J but if fie 'seut'.;ng‘!ed with the cares of a family, v.mcre lavifl: than liberal coytributionus : when thatis the
spmﬁ“cm’:.wf“ bebut fmall - at tmes he may be greatigl cofe, fuch chorches have ne% of-peeaching, it istrue ; aud
blefled of God ameng 'd".: peope, but--'th'g pr}ofpe{t s bR e a’Jvife the miinifters to preach to them ; and while they
poor, for his begnia general m.fi .con&am"i‘_)leﬂing.' {0 20ruct them in the things of God, let them exhaort the
man of God, who ha$ erernal th-m:gs at bgar.t;--éaxu'z\ot p: churched 1o abound in r&‘ arace alfo : and if minifters
that attention: o human ®condmy that others can, ag S 1ave hitherto been too negligent in this matier, we with

therefore when he attempts to laber; be cannot work o5 . ( f ot lupe § : Celyes A
. - o - : SR W va (upnly their failure by this letter. Vacant cuiorhes sve
the fanre advantage : and how often the fouls of fuch $ {upE ¥ Y

, ~ | . . : en.very inquifitive to know the worldly circeastances
fhocked, for fear that the Lerd will blaft - them in th ofte y in4

B 63 $ k- ~nd
' . >y L el e T LIRS of preachers. who vifit them, and the wealth of .2 pecyte
concerans, for neglelting the more important affairs of 4 ong whom they Eive ; asd if they find the preacis vs ars
ternity. : S S pm -

T ‘_ ' s Enot. in pieching need, that the people where they live
. What remairs, is, Fir/?, au earneflt exhortation tom Wil wealthy, they excufe themfelves, in their covetoulreis,
ifters to magaify their office, and make full proof of the

: . of ; Bfrom doing any thing to heip the canfe. Thisnede of
miniftry ; taking the prophets and apoftles and the whal wroced.re, looks too much like meking the whele of
cloud of wi‘meﬂ%sfor"examplc ; and where ahy or all ¢ Chriftian liberality to confit in alms-giving ; and befides,

- them fuil, theo’ infirmity, let them look unto Jefus, co# ,cither fixes the burthen on the travelling preacher, of
{idering him whoindured fuch coatradi®ion of finners Autl f‘“’g a warfare at lis own charges, or on the people
gainft himGlf, left they grow weary and faint in the@@Snmopg whom be refides, in affordiog their preacher aflif-
minds. Let not the wminifters of Jefus encotirage 2 thySltapce while he is gone from them v ferve others. We
ip their hearts, that the.r Lord delayeth his. comine s 2§ . )

k- ing ; AN willi to fee vacant churches aflifted, and we wifh thegpes
Yhat the time i3 not come to build the houfe ; and frodds

d frodSiE 8t ochers, accor ding te their power, that one fhou g
Yalicheliel begin to eat and drink, and dwell in their ow¥i e ealed and apother burdened. And may the Lord §
igled houfes ; and Lecaufe preaching is not a trade oM

glunent, grow pevilh and fmite their fellow. fevarthg a ARE

Rt . _ , E fan, for Jefus’ fakg. Amen? -
wnzr {trike and wound the Jambs and fheep of Jefus ; moXe'28¥. -~ ~ e
ing this world their main objed, and preach only a3 ‘e - e aen -
world will aifow leilure ; but, contrawile, viewing ‘% . P -

- CORRESPONDING LETTER.

thanifelses on a marrow neck of land, between two vt
The Shaftfbury Affociatiou, to the Correfponding Affoci.
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feas, foon to anpear before their God to give account
their fewardthips.  Second, let churches, that have mig-f

iters feciled with them, prove their obedience to the faitlf, _ Qt_‘ions,;,f“?‘?d‘:‘},‘ greeting.
by freely commnricating to them, whoare fet ever thet’ "8  Deazry ssravep BReTHREY, ,
in the Lord. {nftances have been when minifters have: T is with pleafure, qnaﬂr’eg}v.ﬂ plcafgré, .thgt we often
had grear fearchiags of hearr, when coming to the Table @ & recolledt and dwetl upon the P}’ﬂhﬂg ld‘??, tt}:;;t:-he::(;

| ed them -

of the Lard, to know how they could commune with 2 peo-*-j{ Venhas not only formed hearts for, and di_fpo N _
ple, {5 blind to their duty, and fo clofe with then penniesy>:§F the moft friendly interviews with each other; but likee

they often fear that all their labor has been in vuin ; that *J wife whea local circumftances forbid the wifhed-for op-

they have fed the flock with nnfavory food that produces J Pertunity of pesfonal acquaintance, preleribes means by
. . . . b " L] Fal N v 4 \ ~ Y H -

nomlk. Ler members wever ftand difputing about a mode '@ vhich.we ((ho’ 10t of us firangers by tace) niiy cotl el
pond—ficelv cori~{pond on fubjeds the moft imperiant,

of communication, but let each a&t according to his faith § SRR

in the mode, and provoke each other to emulation, by -J #d mingle hea.is tho’ ever fo ramote.  This anine ce-

ftriving who will offer the moft willingly to the Lord.— & thifinfm of Ch-iitian i Towflip, chat kindles in, :u:‘d‘ i”“s

Third.  Let not vacant chyrcies, that have no fettled mi: SO Lears to hoact ; . d leflons, ‘;,uch wiia inflruction,
; -, L~ — e TSN .
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sovnfort ana &pfolznon, are {ome of ﬁe happv seflects of
the welcome reception okyour speflangers, miftutes ang
letters, wlLiich you fo often fa i it Thisifeprefen.
tative relation—thus jetter iquamt:r’ce-—thw‘mode ofg
correfpondence (while if this imperfedt ftate) Re wih— z
earncftly with to be continued, Wiiic we loolgurward |
agd fondly antiadpate the arrival of the happy Rpriod,
dlen we fhall need no exterior medium to gonvey our £
knowledge and feeli gs to each other ; but fhall fee ¥
we are {een, and knaw as ave are krow n, in that endlefs *
world of confummatetdifs ; where rivers of pleafure for.
ever flow, and ftreams of dekight pepetually ron. :
Dcar biethren, we have had inother anniverfary- meet.
ing. greatly to on® jov and comfort : we thirk the divine k
prefence evidentlyprefided over us, and made it 2 boufe
of prayer to our waiting fouls ; and, altho® in feme of cur
churches, trials await us, yet in others, great peaces. !
beuuds, and ircreafe prevails (we trift) to the glory of |
the difpifed Nazarine. Meanwhile we hembly truft we L
fcel ourfelves unalterably fixed aud eﬁab! fhed in she great
do&rme of the gofpel 6f Jelus ; ever in the miclt of the ¢
el of crror, deifm, and mﬁdehty; for, not - ithfiand. |
BN /i brote, with all his falle pleafure to allure—a
o with all his art of copent reafoning to perfuade—
B Pzip, with all his cruel invedives, mixed with all
By of devils, unitedly leveled at t&nfouvdanon of |
seehurch of God, the {uef corner ftone, yet all in
vain, and worfe than vain, for it triomphs in defiance of
their falfe pretences, and will reign to their eternal con. ¢
fufion, while all the Zion of God, on this foundotics, |
may relt affured, and faiile, even in the midit of a crufhing
world.  Oh ! that we migjat Jive hives correfponding with
our profelion, that-might tpeak the dignity of our callmg. :
Surfly religion, the rehgmp of Jefus, exemplified in life,
is the greatefl beauty on earth : wou]d to God ! we al
mjght'{hare, largely. fhare in this ipeftimable blefling, this
rich heritage of the Lord, to the peace «¢f cur fouls and
the declarative glory of God thro’ grace in a mediator, ‘0
whom be praife forever. Amcn-
In bPl*alj fobf’ Affaciotion,
JOhN LELAND, Aoderators |
Attcft, SAMUFL WHELPLY, jun. Cier. f

N. B. By turnirg to pages 5:/; ana Gth, cach aﬁcmtmt
may fec who are qur megengerie




