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‘MINUTES, e

Jung, sth 1790,
ACCORDING to appointment, the Alflociation was

opcned by a Dilcourfe from Rom. 11, 7; delivered

hy Elder [faacl e[zb ,
JQIiclder \{d/fill(l Rogers was chofen Moderator, and Elder
Ydward Barber was appointed Clerk. | ‘ol
3 The Letteirs from the Churches were read, and the tol-
lowing Iils taken of the Meflengers, Addifions, Dilii! Au*ln'
Kxcommunications, Deaths and prelent numbers 1 the

Churches.

Churches. Meflengers. Z g) = g»é
. p Q_‘
Botis-Kill. jE:’/rz,'a:rdﬁ]\?.azl{”/;er, .
LPasdon Telly, 12 3 3 2%
Je

Buliflown,

Israel Craw,)
Cax.bridge, Ichabod Crofs, 48

ohn Centor,

Ellice Brom/ey,

1 Canaan. John Beebe, 3 9 a4
Elifha Barn;

2 Canaan, Daniel Rowley, ‘ 1 32
William Flint,

Chatham. Job L/mmpzon 6 o 2 1 46
Peter Werden, 29

1 Chelhire. Stephen Carpenter,0 o 2§ © 54

Anmn Bowen,
* Nathan Ma ‘on,
3 Chcfhire, * Jofiuh Goddard,
7()/272 il 'd O 0 O O 190
“Daniel Co i fnan,
Amos Petti’ e,

Chefterfield. Lbenezer Vevooop 272 4 2 2 70
Noah Biffel,

Chitton Park. Nathaniel Up Wwn, 6 o o o 36

1 Galway. Fo/ept Craw. © © 1 0 .9

2 Gilway., James Greenficld 4 3 g 1 60

Ceranvill, 27

—_




Churehes.

¢

3. Basrington,

Greenficld. t

s Greenficlds

};’E?"ﬂ cocC k.

i’{drif(’)rdo

e

H;lrtf‘m‘d,

+ ilill{dale,
2 Hill{dale,

Mapletown,

Miayfeld,
1 Milton t

Northumberland,

Paruidgelield,

1+ Pittitown

2 Pitittown, ¥
1 Providonce, t
e Providence, t
\.) . 4
f"owlal, t

Sandshield,
1 Saratoga, +

o Saratogas, T
Javey,

( 4 )

Meflengers.

Feduthen Gray,,

Damcl Reynolds,

Ceter (3 ‘cutt,
Jothua A MU ml

PY
1a
e

04 ©

jn{u h \v onwn,

A ————————

Amos Rogers,

{ Charles Dake,
*Clark Rogers,

Amafa Brmuz

zchiel Wi mmrd
Henry Matitfon,

Aaron Smith.

* Gamalie! Barns,

Avel Brown,
William Roe,

{Amos Hinchelon,
| Jacob Raywmend,

Samuel Rog»is,
Amafa Km)on

([leschiat Gorlon,

David Gaften,

LRULut Rion,

18

32

1.4
21

10

F,!i{haLangworrhy

Wiiliam Stiliwill,

Calvin Hulbert,

L/)(ﬂ €2€T Sf u’x. 'I

Jothua ﬂ:ckmn,

Llfdac T ermv

fLH,’ZJ( C ove.’!,

I/LLLLC 1’ (".; oy
{bmlth Roule,

% Stephen Hunt,

¥ Fonathan linch,

* (‘a/e/) Nz'(/zous
effe Morcy

offe Har wdl

Afdhcl \.ulfL

lVJ..uuh 13affins,
Wil tam Ingran,

4
10

29
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1

2
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€ Stephen Olmflead,
Schedack, Daniel Van Coots, 17 8 5 © 18
Lmn Drew,
ector Robertfon. |
1 Shaftfbury Amaziah Martin, 73 3 1 o b
¢ Shafilbury ]ames Harrmgton 15 §
Caleb Blood
4 Shaftibnry, eremah Clark, 1712 4 © 33
eter Wright,
uftus Hul/
ames Green,
1 Stephentown, Valter Rhodes 81 2 £ 1 1§
»(eph Lee,
c njamin Rogers,
Paul Himes.
Robert Niles,
Edward Carr,
e Stephentown, uﬂus Goounch
em Goodrich, 10 T o o 683
Arven Wood,

AY

Stillwater, ¥ *Lemuel Powm . 224
‘I'hurman or Chefter, e/zze/ Fox, 34 1 3 o ¥
er Moffie,

Weft-Stockbridge, } Deacon \/Vllfon, 2 5 I 1 77
“Aaron Cady, ~

Matthew Dunning,

Williamftown, ofeph Birchard, 18
.hijah Rici,
Kingfborough, William "} roop, g2
T:tal 7 79 46 18 4 €

N. B. Ciombridgeand Kingfhore hgh Churches were rc
ecwcd 1nto lellowﬂnp at thus feilion.
Adjourned until tomc rrcw Morning, 8 o’elock,

J—

Ramaanmas o ]

JUNE 61h,

Met according to adjournment; and Elder Hulbert
preached aSermnon from 1 Cor. V. 7. Atter which th
Aﬂncxanon proceeded to bufinefs.

4. A Letter and Minutes came from the Danbury Affoci
t:<n, by the hands ot their Meflengers Balden, Wad/fwor:
and ¥ e/t

5 Received a Letter and Minutes from the Woodftock,
Aflociation.




( 6 )
0. Receiveda Letter and Minutes from the Levden Al
. {uciaiton, by thehand of their Meffenger, Elder Saiz.

7. Likewile from the Odego Affociation, received a Lettar
and Minates by their Mellenger, Lonanuel Nortiirop

8. Atfo a Letter and Minutes from the Philadelphia Affo.
cigtion, by Llder Peter Groom .

9. By the hanls ol Brother Brame, reccived Minutes from
the Southar ] Aifociations, viz. Georgia, Charletown, Neufe,
Bipuft Ganeral Committee, Portimouth, Middle-Diftriét,
Tar-River, Dover, Culpepper, Gofhen, Roanoke, Ketotton,
and Dalumore

20 Inafinuch as the Vermont Affociation has fallen iata
two parties, and each ot thofe parties fent Meilengers to us,
claiming a right to be reccived as the Delegates ot Fer.nont
Affocacion, with which we formerly correivonded : Agreced,
that this Affocuation does not with to huart the teelings of
either party or anyv way iutimate that we do not tellowthip
them as Chriftian Brethren and Churches, but declace that
wie- have feliowthip.with them as {uch ; but as we cannot re-
ceive the Delegates of either party, without fupporting their
claim, we think it moft advifable not to receive any of
ragm, 1. their official capacity ; but with to excrcife every
degree of Chriltian love to them, and requeft all them to take
ieats ampng us, in the capacity of individuals.

11. From Ranfslaerville Aflociation a Meflenger came, in
order to join ig fellow’hip ; but for want ot more wtorma.
tion and acquaintange, it was poftponed for the prefent; and
appointed tlders Hull, Cray,Cornel and Barns to vilit them
at their next meeting, which will take place the 3d Wedne[-
nedday in Otober next, atshe Houle ot Elder fofiak Buter,
ot Raunfsclaerville, Elder fohn Leland to prepare a Leuer
tor faid Affociation, to be fentby the Melleagers, who are to
report next AflLeiation.

12. The Circular Letter was called tor and read ; but not
giving general fatisfattion, Elders Leland and Covel! were
appoiated to prepare one,

13. The Correlpouding Letter prepared by Elder Corael
was read and approved.

Adjourned for one-hour and an hal'.

Met according o adjournment.

14. Some {uggeftions in the Letters from Mapletown and
Pittftown rcfpeéing the power of an Affociation, occalioned
the following declaration : ’

The Affociation take this opportunity of declaring their
fentiment ; that it 1s gofpelwife tor the Aflociation, whenev.
-er they receive ofﬁcxa‘} information that any Church in the
Union has failen from the faith and praétice of the Golpel,
i the Affociation may and ought to withdraw theirtellow~
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thip from fuch Church as tully and publicly, as they forroed *
~ fellowlhip with themat firlt.

15. Appointed a Cammittee of Elders Hull, Craw, Ragevs,
Barter, Hulbert, Olmftead and Niles to vifit the 2d Churcy
in Greenfield, meet a Council, and attend on fome matters
ot difliculty now exifting amaong them; and report at the
next Affocriatton

16. The query from lail year’s Minutes, for dividiag the
Aflociation. 1s poftponed {ur the prefent.

17. The Circular Leuer preprred by LElder Covell was read
axd approved, |

18. Appointed Mellengers to the Sifter Affociations as.
follows :

To Philadelphia, Affn. Elder Lelund.

To New-York, do. Elder Webb.

To Stonington, do. Ellers Gretonand Bramley,

To Danbuary, . do* Elders Gray and Brown.

To Woodflock, do Elders I Craw and Br Centor,

To Leyden, do Elders Smuk, Vining, Craw & Hafkins:.
To Ouego, do. Elders Covell, 7 Craw and Olmpead: |

19. Oae of the Committee appointed lalt year to vifit |
Wheihington Church, reported rhat they found no Church |
there in Gofpel travait. Voted to leave their pames out of
the Minutes.

20 A finilar Committee reported that they vifited the g&
Church in Shaftfbury ; that faid Church had been very low
and inattive, but that they have now arifen to make good:
their ftanding. ,

21, A hike Committee fent to vifit Norway €hurch, repor-
ted that dithiculues ftill ex'ft among them, whereupont the-
Affociation appointed Ellers Cornel, Blood and Couell 1o
vifit them again,

22, Supphies for the 2d Church in Hillidale,,

Elder Olinflead firfl Sunday in July,
Morfe fecond do. do.

e ——

Sonith laft do. do.
Hartwell it do.  September.
Ny fecond do. do.
Crow laft do..  January.

1 Crow laft  do. FYcbruary

3. Elder Buirber is to write the Circuiar Letter for nexs
year, and Flder Abel Brown the Correfponding Letter.

24. The next  Atlociation 1s to be at klder CaLgn
Bioob's Meering-Houfe. in Shattfbury, the irft Wednef-
day in June next; beginning at 2 o’clock P. M. Eldir
Fufius Hall w preach the mrodactory Sermon, but in cale:
of tailure, Lilder 7oin Leland,

b g
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CIRCULAR LETTER. |

The Flders and Brethren of the Shaltbury Aflociation,
/za/:z’e’n at Stepientown, the sth and 6th of Fune 1799: Teo
the Churches whom they Reprefent, fend Greeting.

DEAR BRETHREN,
BY the good hand of our Ged upon us, wehave been pre-

ferved another year, and have had another locial inter-
view together. The good news which we have had from
feveral ot the Churches of our Union, has had the cordial
effect upon our hearts, that cold water has upon the poor weary
thi: lly travelicr It 1s matter of confolation to us, that the
Kinglom of the defpifed Nazarine is flourithing in any part
of our apoftate world O, that we might fee a more univer-
fal difplay ot the all-conquering power of Sovereign grace
in the converfion of finners throughout the habitable part,
of the Earth: Inthort, bur fouls, we trufl, are longinyto fes
the final downfall ot Antichriit’s Kingdom, and to {ee the
Kingdom of Prince Immanuul extended to the earth’s romo-
teft bounds. We have, however, had the melancholy news
froin fome of our Churches, that it i1s a time of declenfion
among them ; but we would encouarage thole who fit in
darkne[s and have no light, o traft in the name of tie Lord,
and flay upon their God. Dear Brethren, while your fouls
are flaming with holy emotions, in feeing and fecling the
glorious wora of Jehovah, and while our hearts are enraptur-
ed with the joytul tidings; permitus, as thofe who with to
watch tor the good of your fouls, as well as for the honor ot
our Mafter, to fuggeft a few thonghis to_you upon the im-
portanze of mauntaning 4 clole walk with God, while fo-
Jou rning here below, _,

And firfl, As the ellebls of true religion in the heart are
real and unteigned Jov¢ to the Divine Cliaratter, and the molt
voluntary and cordial attachment to the dear Redecmer and
his caule, ia this fianingworld ;i theretore s of the utmot
bnportance that weait 0 €very departmeat of hife, 1 fuch
a 1. ner as to demonftrate our real complaicence 1 1 holy
God, uad our hearty {ubmifhion to his Government

Secon’y. There is B9 way that we can evince.to the
Qaintsthat welave God ; and conlequently no way thatwe
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ean enjoy their Fellowhip, unlels we live alite devoted te'i‘
the pmthu_ui Religion, ** By their Fruits ye fhall know them.
Men do not cather /zuzfrﬁdm F/zams norﬁpjf/ om Thiftles”
Therefore 1t we would rejotee the hearts of the righteous and
enjoy their fellowihip, we muft five our religion.

Thirdly, We cannot demon{lrate to an oppofing world
the realitica of Religion, unlels we adhere finetly to the :
great duties ot dw fz"_}wﬂ/v loving mercy, and walking /wmb[y \

2t our God  \Wien profe Tors of Relzglun grow remifs in

thu: duty, inftead of putting to filence the 1ignorance ot tool-
1th tren, thev weaken the hands and {adden the hearts ¢Fall
God's hithful Children ; but the wound, perhaps, aﬂléts no
clafs fo much as it does the Minifiers of the Gofpel, lHow
can a M {u hold up, his head before an ungod y race ol
Infidels, who deny the blefled truths. of the Goipel, and fay
Rd'qmn 15 nofmnglmt amere trick of State=—=a holy Fraud,
peculiar to the facerdotal tribe ; invented andd 1mprmed to
get money, and indulge thexrﬁul»es it idlenels, while he fees
thole who profels to believe in Religion, and boaf’t of hizh
atternments therem, living infin) n the e glect of quty, and
in direét oppofiton to wlathe fecls conflrained in his foul
to (‘deue to them from the Pulpit  How muft a faithful
Miaider feel, when declaring from the Pulpit thole awtul
truths, which caufe Infernal Syirits to tiemble, to {ce numbers
11 the all-mbly laughing and ncL!mg, and know" that the ob-

jetts of their levity are [etting in his prelence, in the charac-
ter of Brethren in the Lord, while their lives and converfa-
fation befpeak them the lovers ot Vanity, or xamethmg’ of a
w()r.dl) nature, more than lovers of Gou. Oh'! how paintul
mufl a {ight like the «buve be to any true Minifter of Jelus
Chrift! Andyet we fear many of them often have the heart-
rending fpeltacle prefented to their views ; and we really tear
that much of the leannafs of foul, and want of fuccefs in
pr raching, complained of by prmc} ers, & much ot the cold-
nefs and declention complained of by Churci uc 1s owing to
the want ot mawntaining a clofe walk with God

Fourthly, Owr own comtort will be diminifhed in Dro-
portion as we backilide : It 1s the willing anl the obedlc.xt
foul who has the promxfﬂ of th)g the good ot the Lanrl
Hear what the lifesof trath Lavs, “Ifa mar love me he will
keep mv words and /‘ny Father will love him, aad we will come
and taheup our atode with him.” Oh) what werds are ihiefey
the triune Cod dwelling with-a poor, breatling Particle on
this terredtial Globe, The example and tc‘tlmuny of all the
priiive Saints, prove that the happinels of the foul is in-
feparably connetted with obedience to &Gody and the expe-
,nen‘:c of every tiue chrlftian corroborates the- impoitank
riitad,
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From thz few hints {uggefled above, you may fee, Dear
Brth en, of how muchimportance 1tis, that we, not only
pofefs, but live Rehigion.  God, who has {ethisglory above
ne Heavens, requires us to glorify him in our bodies and
fpirits which are his: Hcallo, in infinite wifdom, has {o con.
nefted our happinels with our duty, that while we are atting
with the purelt motives for the glory ot God, we are, at the
fume time, purfluing our own happinefs. Oh'! then let us
quit ourfelves like men and be ii:ong in the Lord and in the
power ot his might, Let us take to ourlelves the whole ar-
mour of God, that we may be able 10 {tand againft all the
wiles of the Devil: Let us remember the honor of the caule,
which we profels to hive, 1s deeply interefted in our hiving
our Religion 1 Let usevince to the world that the glotious
work, of which we are making our boalt in the Lord, 138 1n-
deed the work of God. We have fen the enemy in fome
good meafure batiled, and his forces {omewhat frartered ; but
rem=mber, Brethren, the Canaanites are not all dead ; there
are many of them lurking not only around but withinus;
the Devil will rally his legions again, and perhaps old In-
credibility at the head of them o Though Satan may contirue
fuilen awiile, like a wild Bull 1tna net, he will rave and raze
by and by like a roaring Lion: Though YOIl Diay now feol
oviul, yet by and by youar luils will rife, your pride will
well, temptations will riic and pour upon you like a torrent,
We do not fay thefe things to damp the joyful, pious
feelings of your headts; but that you may remember that
Satan defires to have you, that he may fift you as wheat; and
that the remembrance thereot may make you watch and
pray, and above all, look tothe great Captain ot your Salva.
tion, he always dithdent 1n yourfelves and dependent on
God, keep humble, walk {oftly and be patient.  And may
the God of all grace {tabliih you and build you up in cvery
good word and work,
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CORRESPONDING LETTER! |

Che Shaftshury Affociation, to the Correfponding Affes
ciations, fendeth Chriftian Salutation.

Beloved in Chrifi our Lord,

HROUGH the goodnefs of God, another of

our long withed for aniverfary Meetings has
coire, which gives us an cpportunity of addrefling
you; and it is with joy wehave bleffed news to come
muni.ate, that Jarge «dditions have been made to a
number of our churches : The cords of Zion are
lengthened and her ftakes are ftrengthened : The
Prophecies and promiffes of Chrift are faft fulfilling—
his work is before him, and he will reign until he
has put all his enemies under his feet.  But while our
hearts are burfting forth in fongs, that the wilder.
nefs buds and blofloms as the rofe, and the defert 1s
become a fruitful field in many places ; we are check.
ed with hcavy tidings from other of our churches,
that a great ceclenfion has taken place amorg rhem,
thro’ the U ncful influence of the honeis of the
world, the cares of this life and the decei:fuinefs of
riches 3 fo that our cup s minyled with joy and
erief :—Joy, to hear of the cutpuring of Gud’s {pir-
it in the conveifion of {inners ; being affured that all
things work together for good, to them thatlove God,
who are called according to his purpofe ; knowing
that fuch wrc built on that rock, againft which the
gates of Hell fhall never prevail :—Grier, to find
that any fhould forfake their firlt Love—be hinder.
ed in their heaveuly raceand wound the heart and
hands of Cunft in the houfe of his friends; but
whiie we rejoice with thofe that rejoice—weep with
thofe that weep and mourn over thofe thar are fall,
en ; we have this to comfort vy, that religion has
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ined much ground among us, the year paft; blef.
&d be God. Now, dear bretheren, we defice to cone
tinue our corrcfp(,ndcnce with you, that we may
know of you, how the caufe of wruth prevaily among
-your churches; and our fincere prayersare, that che
encmies of Chiift may bow .before his trutk, the Bood

“of errors be dried vp and the king of glory reiga

triumphantly thro’ the earth,
With p!cafure we have received Minutes, Letrers,
ar.d Meffengers from  {everal of our Sifter Affocia
tions, and wifh to return the tokensof Luve and
Friendfhap : and may the Lord preferve vsall from
cvery evil and bring us all to his heavenly kingdom.,
By order of the Aflociaticn,
SAMUFI. ROGLERS Modr,

Attelt, LDWARD BARBER Clk,




