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F1.. KESDAY, Fuzz 4. 1806.

1. AT 100 cIoc.t. A.M. Elder<' & led, 20% oy S
appomtment, preached the Introducory Sermor mm Kev.
xi. : Ry 2, .

o, A Moderator and Clerk were chofen.
3. Letters from the following Churches vere read and the
ufual Iift taken.

N. B—In the following List, the names of ordained Miuisters are
inserted in Jialic characters:—Those with this mark, [*] were not
preseat:—From Churches marked thus, [] we received no accounts;
therefcre have inserted their numbers as they stood when last rep-

resented:—Those churches distinguished by a dash, [ ] have .
no settled ministers. ’
MEIHS =
Clurcbhes. Meffengers. SRR °
Berlin, formerly call- C Fuffus Hull, 29 5 2ld 2}358
ed Stephentown < dlderman Baker,*
and Peterfburgh. ( Paul Hv:nes. *
( Fares Gl.ifs, s| 3| 2| 2105
. John Mattifon,
Cambridge. John S. Centre, !

William Hattings,

1] 5 1| 1] 45
1 Cagnaan. John Gott, [
Malachi Gates.




Crurches.
2 Do.

Chatham.

1 Chefhire.

3 Do.

Chefterfieid.
Charlotte-Ville,

Cliftonpark.

Great Bammington.

2 Greenfield.
2 Galway.}
Hancock.t
Eaft Hilfdalc.

Weflt Do.

{ 4
Meffengers.

[ Elifba Barns,*
Samuel A. Curtis,
Silas Pratt,
William Flint,

| Aaron Lawrence.
{ffab Champion,

.l‘J

A

Henry Palmer,
Joel Champion.
Peier Werden,*
J, Stephen Carpenter,
{ Damiel Chapman, jun.
\ Samuel Chapman.
Fobn Leland*
Lemuel Covell,
Daniel Coman,
Stephen Weftcott.
Afa Todd.*
Titus Finch,*
[ Abijab Peck,
Elifba Carperter,
< Nathaniel Upham,
Richard Clute,
| Jofeph Lamb.

{ Daniel Lomis,

Peter Millard.

John Emeigh,

r
! John Lewis,
Jtlchabod Barber.

{ Abel Browm,
Silas Evans.

Samuel Weft,
Jacob Vandeboe.
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Clurches.

; ‘,sz Hilfdale.

Lanﬁngburgh

Mapletown.
- Patndgefield.

i

s Pownal.
|

1 Pittftown.

{ Sandisfield.

| Savoy.t
|
z Schodack.

r 1 Shaftfbury.

' Eaft Do.
i 4 Do.

Stephentown.t

[ 5 1
Meffengers.

Afa Spencer.
Nathanicl Kendrick,
Aaron B. Hinman,
Daniel Seymour.
Dawvid Rathbusn.
Ebenexer Smith.

{J ohn Roufe,

Lovett Head.
Dyer Stark,
Ifaac Choat,

'} Richard Brown,
Abiather Buck.
Felfe Hartavell.

{ Stepben Qlinflead,

Levi Hughion,
Jothua Haff,
Benjamin Calkin.
Ifaiab Mattifon ¥

Caleb Blood,
Ifaiah Hendnx.

b
W’Veﬁ Stockbridge.t {Deacon Whelpley,

' Troy.
\

| Townfend.

% Williamftown, }

I

.l N. B—The Church in Townsend, (Upper Canada) was received
! this session, being some of the fruits of our Missionary labours in

-

that countr
..

y

prefent.
Ifaac Webb,
Edward T lee,
J Silas Covell,
Adam Keeling,
Ebenezer Jones.
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4. Correfponding Aflcciations.

1. Philadelphia—Letter and Minutes.

2. New-York—Le!ter and Minutes. '

S. Warren—Letter and Minutes, by their Mecflengers, El-
ders Gano and Cornell.

4. Danbury—I ctter and Minutes.

5. Stonington—Leticr and Mirutes, by their Mefienger, J.
Gallup.

6. Levden—Letter and Minutes.

7. Otfcgo—-—Letter ard Mmutes, by their Meflenger, Elder
ilalbert.

8. Woodltock—Letter and Minutes, by their Meflengers,
Stephen Choat and Samuel kKingibury.

9. Renilclaer-Viiie—Letter and Minutes, by their Meffen-
gers, Elders Fermis and Comftalk.

10. Vermont—Lctter and Minutes, by their Meffengers, El-
ders Warren and Chamberiiu.

11. Cavuga—Letter, by their Meffengers, Elder Ifraei Craw
and Decacon Squire Munro.

2. Saratoga—Lctter and Mirutes, by their Meflenger, El-
der Jonathan Nichols.

18. Effex—Letter and Minutes, by Elder Finch.

x> The abovz-mentioned Messengers, and a number of visiting
Brethren in the Micistry, were cordiaily recetved, and invited to a
seat with us.

5. The Circular Letter, prepared by Br. /255, and the Cor-
refponding Letter, prepared by Br. Kendrick, were read, and
referred to Brethren Biood, Hull and Ferris, with the autho
as a Committec of Inipcclion, to be reported to-morrow.

6. The followinz Report was received from the Miifionaiy
Committee. “ Your Committee, charged with Mifthorary
affairs, beg leave to report, that during the pait year, we have
received 172 dolls. -i1 cts. which added to 49 doils. 5! cts. the
furplus remaining n the Treafury at our laft meeting, amounts
to 212 dolis. 444 cts.—That we have empioved Elder Jona-
than Finch three mciths, as a Miilionary, for which fervices
we have paid him 50 dolls.—That we have empioved our Broth-
er, Lemuel Cuvell, fix months, as a Miflionary; for which we
have paid him 1¢0 dolls.—That 3 dolls. Lave been 1zid out for
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the printing of 2 number of copies of a Plan or Conttitution of
g Mithonary Socicty—amounting, in the whole, to 153 dulls.
‘¥leaving a furplus in the Treafury of 59 doils. 443 cts. as appears
| per Treafurer’s report.—

“ That Br.Finch has made a Report to this Commitiee, of his
travels through a part of the ftate of Vermont, and the fettle-
ments in this ftate, on the weft of Lake Champlain:—That the
faid report of Br.Finch has met our cordial approbation, and
imprefied us with the importance of continuing Miflionary la-
boursin thofe parts, if practicable. ‘That Br. Covell hasmade
a report of his travels and labours through the weftern parts of
this ftate, and in the province of Upper Canada, both among
the white pcople and Indians:—That his report has alfo met
our approbation, and confirms us in the belief, that we have in-

ng ercouragement to ufe our utmoft efforts to fend Mif-
fionaries into thofc parts. Both the faad Miffionary Brethren -
have letters addrefled to the Aflociation, to which, and to their
verbal ftatcments, we refer you for further particulars on this
fubject.

¢ Your Committee beg leave further torepert, that at cur laft
mecting we appointed a Committee to draw up a Plan of a Mif-
fionary Society; that they have drawn up fuch a Pian, and that
a number of copies of faid Pian have been printed, to which
we refer vou.—That at our prefent meeting, a Committee from
the Saratoga Affociation have attended with us for the purpofe
of uniting their eftorts with ours in promoting the Miffionary
intereft; and that the two Committees have mutually agreed
E) recommend to both the Affociations to unite their ftrength
in purfuiag that object for the prefent.

¢ By order of Committee.
“LEMv. COVELL, Clerk.

% Troy, Fure 3, 1806.”

The forcgoing report was accepted, and the Miffionary Breth-
ren, Finch and Covell, called upon to prefent the letters allud-
ed to, and to give fome more particular accounts of the ftate of
things where they had travelled—which they did, greatly to the
fatisfaciion of the Aflociation.—Br. Finch prefented two let-
ters, f1om the Churches at Platttburgh and Peru—thanking the
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Affociation for fending a Miffionary into thofe parts, and re«
quefting the continuation of fuch favours. Br. Covell preq | .
fented a letter from the Church at Charlotteville, in Upper Can\
ada, manifefting their gratitude for paft favours, and earneftly
requefting like tawours in future; and elpecially, that a perma-
-nent Miflionary might be fent into that country. He alfo pre-
fented a letter from a Church which was formed at Towniend,
in the fame country, while he was there laft fall—requefting
admiffion into the Affociation, and corroborating the requeft of |
the Church at Charlotteville, refpecting the continuation of Mif-
fionary labours in that country. The faid Church at Townfend
was cordially and joyfully received into the Affociation.

Br. Covell alfo prefented a written Talk from the Tufcarora
Indians, exprefling their thanks for the notice we have taken of
their Nation, in fending our Miflionaries and our friendly Talks
to them from time to time, and requefting us to enter into a
covenant of friendfhip and brotherhood with them: this Talk
was accompanied by three ftrings of wampum, as a token of
their friendfhip, and as a confirmation, on their part, of fuch }
acovenant. The interefting account Br.Covell gave of the ftate
of that Nation, the contents of their friendly letter, and the em-
phatical token of their friendfhip, exprefled by the ftrings of
wampum, occafioned tears of joy and gratitude—and at the
fame time the ftrongeft emotions of pity towards our poor breth-
ren in the defert. The wampum was prefented by Br. Covell,
1n the name of the Tufcarora Nation of Indians, and received
by the Moderator, in behalf of the Shaft{bury Affociation, a’
the confirmation of a lafting friendfhip.

7. After hearing the foregoing report, and the documents ac-
companying it, together with the verbal accounts of our Mif-
fionaries—

Refolved, unanimoufly, That this Affociation do cordially ap-
prove of the doings of our Committee, and the labours of our
-Brethren, Finch and Covell, as reported; and that we will do
all in our power to promote the good work which has hither-
to been attended with fo great a blefling; and, in order to car-
ry this refolution into effe¢t, we do appoint Elders Blood, Hull,
Webb, Peck, Kendrick and Covell--and Brethren Upham, Roufe,

_d——-
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Hendrix, West, Choat and Rogers, our Miffionary Committee

/for the enfuing year. -

8. Refolved, Tiiatfyitable anfwers be fent; by our next Mif.
fionaries, to the feviei‘aliulétterg received from different places;
and in patticular, that Br. Covell prepare an aniwer to the Talk
from the Tulcaroras, and prefent it to-morgow for infpection.
9. Adjourned, to meet to-morrgw morming at,8 o’clock.—
Sermon this eveming by Br. Gano, from Heb. xii. 1; 2.
i ... ... .THurspry, 5th, ,

10. Mef, purfuant to adjournment: Br.Rathbun preached
fram Colof.ii. 1y, .

11, The Circular and Correfponding Letters, as reported by
the Committee of Infpection, were approved, and ordered to
be printed with our Minutes. o
12, The Letter to the Tufcarora Indians wasread, approved,
and ordered to be {ent them by, Br. Covell; next fall. | ’
_18. Refolved, That Br.Covell provide a ftaff, and bear it,
Wwith faid letter, to the Tufcaroras, as a token of our friendfhip,
and as a ¢onfirmation, on our part, of the covenant of friend-
Thip and brotherhood ¢onfirmed on their part by the firings of
wampum, _ ~ )

14, The Committee appointed at our lalt meeting to revife
our Conttitution, reported a drat, whith was ordered to be
printed with our Minutes; and the Chnrches are requelted to
take the fume into confideration, and give information, at our
tiext meeting, whether they are willing fo vecvive the faid draft
as the Plan ahid Conftitution of the Affuciation and if not, to
affign their reafons, aud point out wltat alterations they think
neceflary., - | o | o

_15. Appointed the following Meffengers to Cotrefponding
Aflociations, viz. Lelarid and Hartavsll to the Danbury—
Leland to the Stoninzton-—Saiih to the Teyden—Glafs and
J.S. Center to the Otfego—Kendrich to the Wcodftock—Brows
and Deacon Weht to the Renilc iner-Ville—Kendrick, Ratbbun
and Blood to the Vermont—Glfs and J. S. Center to the Cay-
uga—~Peck-and Broas to the Saratoga—LFingh to the Effex—
Alfv, appointed Br. Wobb to fdrward our Minutes to the Phie
ladelphia, New-York and Varren Affociations. |

16. Appointed Brethrens 7iebd, Blood and Covelly as a Come

5
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mittee to publi’h the whole of our correfpondence with the Tuf-
carora Nation of Indians, as {oon as they fhall think adﬂfable, -
after coilecting the neceflary materials. 2 B

17. Refolved, To requeft the Saratoga Affociation to appoint
a Committee, to meet with ours at their next meeting, to dire®
in applying the money colleGted for Miflionary purpofes.

18. Appointed Br. Rathbu: to prepare a Circular Letter for
next year, and Br. Spencer a Correfponding Letter.

19. Refclv-d, That the next meeting of the Affociation be
held at the Meeting-houfe of the 3d Church in Chethire, the firft
Wednefday in June next, 2t 10 o’clock, a. m.

20. Appomted Bir. #ebb to preach the introdu@ory Scrmon;
and, in cafe of his failure, Br. Kendrick.

21. Appointed Br. Covel/ tc fi upenntend the printing of thefe
Minutes.

29. Voted thc thanks of this Affociation to the Baptift Church
and Saciety in the village of Troy, for the many tokens of hof-
pitality, and Chriftian friendfhip, with which we have been en-
tertaired during our prefent feflion with them.

23. The Seflion was clofed with Prayer, by the Moderator.

SUPPLIES FOR DESTITUTE CHURCHES.

Weft Church in Hillfdale—Br. Champion the iit Lord’s day in
Juiy, and Br. Spencer the laft do.

Firft Church in Canaan—-Br. Brozwn the 1ft in July.

Account of Monies contributzd at tLis Meeting of the Affaciation,
Jor the encouragement of Miffonaries. :

D.C D.C
Church at Chatham, 4757 : Deacon Carpenter, 1 00
1st Church Canaan, 00 50 ¥ Deacon Guernsey, 10 CcO
E. do. Hillsdale & Society, 5 00 % FElder Finch, 1 00
Clifton-Park, do. 21 61 i Church at Salem, 4 00
West Hillsdale, do. 00 ‘ Do. at Miltca, 6 00
1.ansingburgh, do. 00 Y Elder Hartwell, 2 00
Cambridge, do. 57 ¥ Samauel Rowley, l 60

nad
e OO N WO -

00 # Br. Titus, of T roy, 25
24 ; Pullic contribution, Troy, ..7 57
0o}
187 Total, 119 67

Pittstown, do.

4th Shafisbury, do.
Powunal Delegates,
Middlctown Church,
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‘The Comnmittee charged with Miilionary Contributions, avail
themfelves of this opportunity to inform our Minifters, Church-

{ #es, Brethren, and friends in general, that befides the money com-

7 prehended in the foregoing fchedule, we are authonfed to fet
down 50 dolls. as a prefent from Elder Stephen Gano, of Prov-
-1dence, (R.1.)to our fund. 'We hope it will not be taken amifs,
if, while we acknowledge our gratefel cbligations to him for
this noble a& of generoﬁty, we befeech all fuch as feel intereft-
ed in the fecond petiticn of the Lord’s Praver, to imitate this
worthy example of Chnftian benevolerce!
- 'We have appointed our next meeting of bufinefs, to be held
at Cheﬂnre, the day before the next meeting of the Aflociation,
at 1 o’clock, p. ». at the houfe of Capt.Jonathan Richardfon.
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THE CONSTITUTION o2 PLAN '

OF TIE

SHAFTSBURY ASSOCIATION.

In all mco*porated bodies, whether civil or rel.vwns, 30 much pow-
Cer ouoht to be vested in them as is necessary so carry into effect
the u~e and deswn of such corporat:on, and no more. ¥ence,
As every Gaspel Church duly orgamsed 1s fully empovyercd 10 execude
cozry branch cf Church discipline, it would be vsurpation for any otler
M] of men achatener, to claim the nght of _;ud"'l:l'r J...urnt Y for 1t,

either 1n matters oi {aith or practice.

We therefore believe, that individual Churches have no license from
«i1e Lord Jesus to enter into any combination or agreement what-
ever, s0 as to concentrate their power of dnsc-p.me by delegation.
Consccuently, we, as an Association, utterly disclaim all nghe of
mterference with the discipiine of particuizr Churches.

It 1s, therefore, necessary, that we should ascertamn the particular use
and desiga of our incorporatien, as a body of ascociated Churches,
which are as follow, viz.—

I. TO meet by our Delegates, at ftated feafons, 1n a free
Chriftian Conference, for the purpofe of cnlarging and ftrength-
ening our fellowfhip in the Gofpel, by freely communicating to.
each other our views of the facred Scriptures, and of the joys
and forrows that await Zion in this world, that we may {fympa-
thife with, and pray for cach other, amidft the changes of time.

II. To give our opinion and advice, on any queries that may
be prefented from the Churches, that relate to do&rine or difci-
pline; provided always, the folution of them is not fo circumftan-
ced as to interfere with the goverrment of particular Churches.

111. The Affociation is defigned for a medium to receive and
e¢ommunicate official information of the guneral fiate of the
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€hirches, notf enly in our awn, brt in other Affociations ip dif-
ferent parts of the world.
IV. Through this mediump, 3iiv, we obfzin infarmation of

! the circumftances of thofe which sre Ceftitute of 2 p,rqch:d guF

| pel, and have opportunity to advife to, and recommend fome
flutablc methad of fending them relief.

V. Wealfo havc opportunity to know when individual Chur-
ches have fearched out and brought to Eght apeftate Churches
or Mipifters, and to give fuitable infoymation to the Churcheg
in 6ur conneion, and to the public in gencnl, that they may
avoid them. In a word, our defign in this ecombination of
Churchcs 15, to be mutual helpers of each other, in firiying to
promote the mtercft of the divine Redeemer in the earth; to
preferve purity of dotrine and difcipline; to guard againg men
who are corrupt, either in docrine or pra@ice; ard to pyefent
1o the world our ynited efforts againgt the corruptions of the
age 18 which we live.

A Sarymary of our Faith, <ybich sve belizve and feel oqr_ﬁ{’ua
under cbligation to maintair, and pradife, is as follows, viz.

ARTICLES or FAITH.

1. We believe that there is but one God, who is denomina-
ted in the Scriptures the Fatber, Son and Holy Ghofl: that thefe
tbrce are the onc cnly living ard :ruc Cod, the author of all

created beings and things.

4. W belicve that the Scriptures of the Old and New Tef-
tagpents were given by infpiration of God; and that they are
ap ynerning rule of faith and pra@ice for magkiod.

3. We believe that God made man upright; that bg has fall
en and become finful; that all bis pofterity is wholly, depraved
and inclined to evil; that the jufk demerig of fin is etergal pun-
ihment; 4nd that the only way of falvation from fin and mif-
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ety, is by the fuvercign grace of God, through the atonement
of Chnft Jefus.

4. We believe that all that ever will be faved were chofe.: in ~
Chrift Jefus before the world began.

5. We believe that all whom God chofz in cternity he will
call in time, by his efficacious gracz, and qualify them for, and
bring them to his kingdom of glory.

6. We believe that the Son of God will come to judge the
world in righteoufnefs; that there will be a refurreion of the
dead, both of the juft and unjuft; that the punifhment of the
wicked, and the happinefs of the righteous, will be eternal.

7. We believe that Baptiim, by immerfion, is the only right
mode; and that believers, proicfling faith in Chril, are the on--
ly proper fubje@s of baptifm.

8. We believe that the Lord’s Supper is an inftitution of
Chrift, defigned for his Church, and that none ought to be ad-
mitted to it but fuch as have been baptized upon the profeflion
of their faith, and have united to a gofpel Church.

o. We believe that the firft day of the weck is the Lord’s
day, or the Chniftian Sabbath; and that it ought to be held fac-
red to the memory of Chrift’s glorious refurrection, and devot-
¢4, 1n a fpecial manner, to the duties of religion.

To carry into cffedl the defign of our union, <ve adopt tke following
PLAN. |

1. The Affociation fhall be compofed of fuch mer:i-ers as the
Churches of the union may duly cle& and fend f v that pur-
pofe; and letters fzom their refpe@ive Churcies, ce:fying their
appointment, and the prefent ftate of their Churclies, fhall be
fufficient credentials to entitle them to a feat.

- 1. Any Churches who with to be received into this union,
may apply by letter and Meflengers; and on giving fatisfaétory
iaformation of their being found in faith, they may be reccived;
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and, as a token of ihe fame, the Moderator, in behalf of the Af~
fociation, fhall give them the right hand of fellowfhip.

ITII. A Moderator and Clerk fhall be annually chofen, who
fhall continue in oifice until fucceeded by a new appointment
of perfons to fill faid offices.

IV. It fhall ever be confidered contrary to the rules of this
Afiociation, for any one church or perfon to prefent to this body
a compiaint againft any Church, Minifter, or Member of a
Church, until the matter of their difficulty has been taken up

by fome Church or Churches, fo that the parties concerned have

had a fair trial, and the matter is fo circumftanced that it has
‘become necefiary, through the medium of this board, to inform
the public of the apoftacy of the delinquent or delinquents.

V. ¥f any Church of the union fhall become corrupt in doc-
trine or praice, it fhall be the duty of any fifter Church who
may have knowledge of the fame, to labour with faid offending
Church. If {atisfaction is not obtained, it will then become ne-
ceflary for the aggrieved Church to call for the advice and affift-
ance of other Churches; and if they judge that there is fuffi-
cient ground to {ufpend fellowfhip with the delinquent Church,
their teftimony and report t2 the Affociation thall be a fufficient
rcafon to drop it from the Minutes, and to publifh to the world
that they have withdrawn that fellowfhip which they had giv-
en to faid delinquent Church.

V1. If a Brother in the Miniftry has become corrupt, and will
not give fatisfaction, complaint muft be made to the Church to
which he belongs; and if they will not put him away, it he-
comes a difficulty with the Church, and muft be proceeded with
as ahove: and if a Church or fifter Churches with it, have juft
caufe to reje@ a Minifter from fellowfhip, it is reafonable that
they fhould give official information of the fame to the Affoci-
ation, fo that they may give the world fuch notice as that the
public may not be impofed upon by men of corrupt principles.
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VH. 1t ié the dufy of the Affoctation to gm: thc:r opmnﬁ
and advice ofi fuch queries 48 niay be fenit from dny Churcti in !
the umion; prcmdeﬂ alivayy; thdt the foldtioit of thei be not
16 cifcamftaniéed 4s €o miterfere with the governmient of partic-

ular Churches.

VﬁI i fhail be the (’hlfy of thie AIToc:atxon, from tine to
fitnié, to fogpeft to tHe Chimclies what thiey may think moft ex-
pédien’t to bé done 19 pmmoie thie fpréad of the gofpel ih tie
: _IX. T-he_ Aﬁ'ecnatwn ﬂ)all hav,e aright to open and hold cor~
refpondence with other Aflociations, as f¢ may think propet.

X. The Affociation fhalt apnually publifh ad attefied copy
of their proceedmgs, for the infprmation of the Churches; fo
 that if any Church is diffatised, it may have opporttﬁu.fy to
- remonftrate at the next fefhon. Each Chuich in the union 18
conﬁdered under obligation to bear their equal propottion of the
neceffary expences of fuch publication.

The time and place to meet fhall be appointed at eacb pre-
- vrous Se ﬂior‘

Any Church not citeofing to become, or o continne 2 Meri- -
| ber of this Affociation, fhall not be conﬁdered as cut of felows
thip merely on that acccunt; yet # a Church has Joned itw
not Chriftian-like to leave the Afidciation, without giving fuits

| able notice thereof: in confe quence of which, it will bé the due |

'~ ty of the Affociation to enquire after faid Church.

| XI. It fhail be the duty of the Moderator to prefide in the
meeting ; and when any matter is verbally brought forward, to

. reduce it to a proper form, and to call for the aitention of the
Aﬂ‘ociation to decide thereon. He is alfo to {ee that not more

z than one fpeak at a time. H the Brother fpcaLmb fhall be te-
dxous; or fwerve from the point in view, the Moderator fhall
call him to order; and when a point has been fufﬁmently dife
cuﬂ'ed, he fhall reduce it to a vote.

XII. No Member of the Affociation fhall be allowed to re-

et
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tire from the bufinefs thereof, without leave of the Mcdwrstor.
Every perfon fpeaking fhall addrefs the Moderaior, who fhali
¥prefide in the Meeting fo as 1o fee that all things be ccaducted
with decorum, propricty, and in good order.

" XIIL- Whereas there are papers, and other articies, bf-,r;m
ing to the Affociation, which are of importance; an:l wherezs
we have no fixed or permanent depofitory for them; thorsiors,

« the Affociation jhall bave a right to app=int a fterdiay Secre-
tary, whofe duty it fiaii be to take charge of fuch dcpoi.*s, and
do fuch other buiinefs as the Afiociztion fhall point out io hin:
from time to time 25 his duty: aud the faid Secretare thall hold
his office during the pleafurc of the Affociation.

Laﬁl'y The. Churches ikail have a right to aiter or amend
this Conthtuhon, whenever two ﬂnrds of thkem fhail thiek 1t
neceilary or proper.




CIRCULAR LETTER.

THe Elders and Meﬂ'éngers of the SHAFTSBURY ASSOCIATION, to
tbe Churches they reprefent, fend Ghriflian Satutation.

BRETHREN,

AMONG‘ all the virtues of Chriftianity, none is of
more evident confequence to vifible religion, than that of uni-
on amongit the followers of the Lamb: Noze more dignifying
to religion—none more pleafing to the Chriftian’s heart—none
more declarative of the glory of Ged. Permit us, then, from
this our arniverfary meeting, to fuggeft a few ideas to you, for
vour edification on this important fubject.

In order for the Church to look forth as the morning, fair
as the moon in her profeflicn, clear a3 the fun in her dorine,
and terribie as an army with banners in her difcipline, her mem-
bers smuf be urited. ‘The way in which this 1s to be attained,
deferves a few moments’ ferious confideration. Our obferva-
tions, for the fake of perfpicuity, we will arrange under three
keads, viz.

1. The method of building up the church of Chrift.

=, The officers appointed to rule and take care of the church, !

2. The walk of church-members towards each other.

Firft.—The method of building the church is not only near-
ly coaneéted with this union under confideration; but herein
is the foundztion laid for it in the church. All falfe religion
leads direétly to the building up of churches upon worldly
principles. Thefe are imbibed by a worldly fpirit, and lead to
a worldly condu&: And fhould a number of God’s children
and the children of this world be built up together in a church,
tirev werld form a heterogenious mafs, totally incapable of
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zofpel union, and more like the image of - Ne.buchad'xezzar
__than the Spoufe of Chrift.

‘Fhe foundation of all union confifts in a fimilarity of fenti-
ment, and a onenefs of obje(ts. The underftanding Chnftian
has derived his fentiments from the word of God, and his
higheft chjed is the gloryof God. Hence we fee the necefhty
of receiving into the church none but thofe who really appear
to have experienced a work of grace on their hearts, and who
can give a reafon of the hope that is within them, in meeknefs
and fear. |

In doing this, we fhall fall in with the device of Infinite
wifdom in the plan of the gofpel; which is to call out and fep-
arate the church from the world, and to make it appear az a
city fet upon a hill, which cannot be hid. It will hence appear
that the foundation of gofpel union is laid in the reception of
churck members; for how can two walk together unlefs they
be agreed? Let us, then, be careful to reccive no man to doubt-
ful difputations; and that every perfon whom we receive into
the church be fully united with us in the great truths of the
gofpel.

Second.~In order for Chriftians to enjoy the union of the
gofpel, they muft have good men, well experienced in the
things of God, and deeply acquainted with their own hearts

- and the frailties of human nature, to lead them and go before

them ; to watch over them, and to admonifh them in the Lard;
to reconcile their little differences, and to awaken their religi-
ous fympathies; and to fet examples of patience, of meeknefs,
of forbearance and of brotherly kindnefs continuaily before
them; and thus to provoke them to love and to good works.

i¥ence much depends, under God, upon minifters and dca-
cons; and Chriftians ought to be careful whom they fct over
them i, the Lord, to fill this important department in the
church of God. This leads us to obferve,
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% ural_;——1m* Chnfliarz, in their ccndud towairds each
sther, c1a never be tuo cazefi 0 avoid giving clience, to Jew,

to Gentile, nor to the chirch of God. We maft watch ovcr!

our own fpirits, let we get the beam in our own eye, whillt
we zre over-anxious to pluck the mote out of our brother’s eye.
~ Scme Chriftians are too much difpofed to play the critic oa
their brethren’s fatiings. In doing this, they ofter mitames-
phofe a fily, harmlefs fly, into an ugly and pcifoaous waip.
But, brethren, we bave enough to grapple with in 1his werld
of trial and affli@ion, without kaving our imperiedicns marai-
fied, aad our miftakes turned into pofitive crimnzs. - The foi-
bles in{eparable from human nature 2re fufficier i, wiihout hav-
inZ to bear the uachantable cenfures which flov from a want
of tendemefs and compafiion.

Drethren, let us hence learn to avoid littie bickerings, ground-
lefs jealoufi=s, and cruel backbitings: Thefe things frequentiy,
- Tike the ferpent’s tooth, infli@ wounds which zre incurabse: for
when evil furmifes kave once got in amongft brethren, hardyef:
1s excited, confidence is deitroyed, and union is gone. The

oracles of truth are fuil on this point. He-ar the apoftle’s ob-

{zrvations on the fubje@: Noaw I bejeeci: yon, Eretbren, by the
rame of our Lord Fefus Chrij}y that ge all [eak the fame thing,
and that there be 2 divifos among you; but that ye be per:a-
ly joinez 3 together in the fume mind and in the fumne judgmert—
1 Cor. i.10. Again: Let a/l Litticrnefs, and avrath, and auger,
and clancur, and evil fpeaking, be dus away from amoug you,
evith all malice; and be ye kind oiie to anotber, tender-bearted,
Jorgiving cne ansthery cven as Gody for Chrift's jfake, Lath for-
giwen you—Eph.iv. 31, 32, This is enough—a volume could
- Jay a0 more: It we will not attend to this, it muft be Lecaufe
the love of God lLias but little .niluence on our hearts, and his
word fiil lefs authority on our iives.  'We befecch you, breth-
ren, to attend to thefe things: they are the refuit of experience
and the voice of wifdom. litead of giving way to hardinfs

|
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towards our brethren, let us be jealous of ourfelves; let us

watch over our own hearts, 2nd mourn over our own failings,
" and thus bé iambled ‘under 2 fenfe of onr own vilenefs in the
fight of 2 holy Ged.  ‘Ther fhall we feel difpofed to lcok with
pity upon the inperfeGions of our brethren: we fhall pray for
them, and bear with them, and &rive to keep the unity of the
fpirit in thz bord of peace. At the fame time, let us carefully
avoid the cppofite extreme, viz—that laxity of- fcntmxnt;
which difpenizs with truth in order to pleafe men; and is more
concerned about the praifes of men than the hononr of God.
“This wiil lead us to wink at fin, for fear of offending mortils;

and to f2ek the approbation of men, more than the promotion
of truth and the punty of the gofpel in the worlc.

* Brethren, ozr meeting has bzen highly edifying, and pecul'
arly pleafing. Oar Learts have beer: made glad, and our fouls
bave been fed with the precious truths of the gofpel.  Our ac-
counts from our churches have been, taken in the aggregate,
very encouraging: our caufe increafes with unexampled rapid-
ily, and Chrift is makicg difplays of his grice amongft the
chiléren of men. Whiift we entreat you: to attend to the ex-
i Bhortation in this our anniverfary addrefs, we fubfcribe ourfelves

yours in the gofpel of Chrift Jefus.

By order of the Affociation.
STEPI'EN GANO, Moderater.



CORRESPONDING LETTER. %

‘23: SHAFTSBURY stocuﬂon, to the Aociations qsth avheri
-qve corrq/j)oad, Gnectmg.

Bm.on—:n Bu:mun,

. SO great is the variety, and fo important is every fub-
je@ which the gofpel contains, that we can ficd none uninters -
- eltipg, or undefirabe to bave piace in cur correigondence.—
Notwithftanding this, there is miuch room for the exercife of
judgment in the choice of our fubjeis; inafmuch as we fhail
fee but a fmall number inveftigated by the miiitant church, and
fome ftand firft in the train of do&rine and praice.

We addrefs you, dear brethren, on a holy compiacential
 Love. 8houd this be thought a cominon-place fubj-@, having
loft' the advantages of novelty—we wifh to render it more fo.
~ Unlike many other fubje(ts, it retains its power ta pleafe when
it ceafes to be common or ftrange. We give it no arnawents,
nor is it capable of any: it is the moft acceptauie in its arﬂefs
fimplicity. |

To defcribe the narare and ffefs of love, would open the ‘i
fubie& before us, and prefent us a welcome view of the heart-
ravithing fcene.

On the nature of love we obferve—its radical principles are ef-
fentially the fame, wherever it is found. The effence of lovecon. -
fifts in a holy pleafure of mind, in view of an obje@, together
~ with a defire and fixed purpofe to render the beloved object
the beft poffible fervices. Love in God, and love in the people
of God, is the fame in kind, though not in degree. God’s love
to his people confifts in his having a holy plcafure in them,
with a fixed purpofe to make them happy.
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- 1,-His pleafare. in them is abundantly-<heeffo® in-all: kis

mrd Their beauty is perfe® through his comelinefs, whixh

Zhe bath put upod them. He hath placed themt as a feal wpow
his heart and upon bisarm; and- asahndcgroomtqowovw
his bride, fo doth the Lord rejoice over them.

2. The rich- bleffings which God: hath promifed them ae
divinely franght with an unchangeable purpofe to make them
r happy. He hath fwom by two immutable things, in which it

is impofiible for Ged to lie, that they might have ftrong confo-
_| lation, who have fled for refuge, to lay hoid upon the hope

fet before them.

Thefe two grand charaeriftics, which enter into the effence
of God’s love; are equally effential to a holy love in his faints:
and angels.. In proportion to their firength of love to God,
they have a heart-fet pleafare, arifing in view of the Divine
Chara@ter, with a defire to render him their higheft fervices,
The love which the faints have towarls one another, includes
all ‘tke pleafure they foel, arifing from their focial conne@ion,
and is the bafis of holy defigns to render nrutual favours.

The effefs of love, dear brethren, are too great and numer.
ous fully to pafs under the eye of the miiitant chrarch—much
more to be inveftigated in a fingle letter. The effaéts of God’s
love are as boundle{s as his mature. In heaven, in earth, and

g through the unbounded univerfe, they are every where feen,
and foudly proclaim, that God is Jove. In this world, the cf-
fe@s of his love are great. The favours of his providence—
the infinite gift of his beloved Son—the defcent of the divine

Spirit—the @eign of grace—and all the bleffings of heaven in
'I' promife, are effets which have aftonithed angels, made poor
finners the fons of God, and placed them in a fea of wonders.
Here is produced eternal life, in fouls alienated from the life of
God; and they are united in one glorious fociety, of which Je-
fus Chrift is the head. They are fweetly bound together in ev-
erlafting bonds, which never can be broken. Stimulated by a
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boiy love, they will endare hzrdniefs 33 good foldiers, labouring
for the glory of God, the goad of his caufe, and the happinefs
of cachother. Its uhiting effects furpafsall defeription. Where Ik
it prevails in 2 Chmrch, it randers it mvalnerabie, andﬁrongcr
than an army with banners.  Bat 2 member without love, is a:
dead; unpalithed fione in the building: he knows no place, and
ouglt to have none. The holy commands of God—the doe~
trine, examples and precepts of the gofpel, are to him as feww
green withes to Sampfon, and as eafily broken. Mayduch on-
manageable converts be few! .

Our laft Ietter, dear Brethren, to you, was upon the odvan-
tages of Correfpondenc:. " In this we advert tothe canfe. We
are happy to think it crAginztes in divine love, and partakes of |
heavenly qualities. T his alone can fix it ‘on 2 broad and un-
faken bafis, and rencer it lating as the theme of cternity, and
bleffed as the joys of heaven. We have much intereft in your
‘prayers and letters, and heartily with their continuance.

This pleafing anniverfary, which we truft bas bean attended
with a fweet favour to Ged, brings us aigher the great affem-
bly above—where we hope ere long te meet yeu all in perion.
’Til then, you will receive our Letters and Mcfiengers, as to-

kens of love.
STEPHEN GANO, AMod:rator.

P. S.—Snce our last, our aged, worthy, and beloved Brother and !
fellow-labourer in the gospel, Elder CLazx Rucers, oi Hancoek,
has been called frem the fieid of labour, {we hone: to the royal pal-
ace of eternal rest.  May God help ws 1o be ulso readyy!




