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MINU '1‘ S

}HEpNESDAY, FUNE 3, 1807.

1.2\ 1 10 o’clock, A.m. Rrother Ifaac Hebb, according to

ppointment, nreached the Introductory Sermon, from 1 Tim.i. 5.
"o, Moderator and Clerk were chofen.

. Letters from the following Churches were read, and the ufu-

hﬂ: taken.
- 5.—In the following hst, the names of Ordained Tinis‘ers are in-
;cmd 1 Jralic charadiers : ‘T'hose with this mark, [*] were not pres-
eit: From Churches marked thus, {1] we received no accounts this

:‘ vear, and have given their numbers as they stood when last repre-
r.osented: € hunhcs distinguished Ly a dash, [ ] have no Settled
F Mintens.
* SREE
E' Churcies. Mffingers. NSIEE
a‘ .
’ [ Fuftus Hull. 19| 8| 8} 7|36=
éb"rlin 4‘ Alderman Baker *
e Paul Himes.
James Whitehead.
e - ames Glafs. 4110} 2.00{ 97
Famondg © iJohn S. Cé(ltel.
2.00,00,00| 47
Canaza, { Elijah Benjamin,
% 5,00,00{ 1|101
Do. Silas Pratt.
Wiiliam Flint.
. Peter orden. ol 6] s! 1| 59
Chefhire, Stephen Carpenter.
[ 10,12} 1| 3 28%
Fobn Leland.
Do. {4 Jonathan Richardfon.
Joel R ﬁdway. J
Iﬁ‘&l-.] Cole, L

/',/:u‘.&/, : /{,:.4 /¢:7 - /é/“, .
J:.. 7//1.{“@ 7/ oS P Lo.
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Churckes. Meffengers.
. Afa Tndd.
Cheftetfield, Samuel Kingman.
Chatham,

Henry Paliner.
Titus Fm:b.
Abijab Peck.
Elifpa Carpenter ¥
Nathaniel Upham.
Abe! Harrington.

Charlotte-Ville,

g Fob Champion,

Cliftonpark,

Great Barrington, %Joﬂlua Willard, Jun.

Reuben Wilfon.
2 Greenfield, T
2 Galway,t
Hancock,t
Eaft Hilidale, Abel Browan.

Oliver Teall.

Weft Hilfdale, 4 /2 Steneers
Richard Kinyon.

2 Hilfdale,+

Lanfingburgh, ﬁfglﬁzgxl Kendrick.

Mapletown, Nathaniel Otis.

Ebenezer Smith.
Matthew Smith.
John Newton.

Pceru—formerly
Partridgefield,

|
{
{ Dawvid Rathbone.
]
]

1 Pittftown, John Roufe.
Edward Penny.
Dyer Stark.*

Pownal, < Haac Clark.
Abiather Buck.

_ Jofiah Bates.
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Clurches. Meflengers.
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|

Fohn Francis.
F pittsfield, Samuel Root.

Joﬁah Francis, Jun.

Daniel St. John.
Ephraim Harris.

a %j&ﬂe Hartavell.

Ph‘xpﬁo“ n, Ar et

Sandxsﬁeld Heman Doud.
Ifrael Alden.
Savoy, William Ingram.
Ephraim Blifs.
Schodack, Sz‘tpbm Olr:flead.
1 Shaft{bury, Ifaiah Mattefon.
+4 Shaftfbury, Ifaiah Hendrix.

Oliver Whipple.

Eaﬁ Shaft{bury,}
Stephento“ n,t

;j“ cft Stockbridge,

{(‘ Jaleb Blood.

Peter Perry.

Trov { Ifaac Webb.
110 Thomas Skelding.
Townfend, Peter Fairchild *

N. B—The Churches in Pittsfield and Phi

E;5(".":3510Il

4. Correfponding Affociations.

. Philadelphia—Letter and Minutes.
. New-York—Letter and Minutes.

. Warren—Letter and Minutes.
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31
63
58

74

48
thiv‘ ‘

21,22

. Danbury—Letter and Minutes, by their Meflengers, Brethren

Babcock and Morde.
. Stonington—Letter and Minutes.

. Leyden—Letter and Minutes, by their Meflengers, Brethren

Cowles and Hartwell,

c A
CS e ¢ ,',' Y
’ ;"\ S

~
-



[ 6 ]

7. Otfegn-—Letter and Minutes, by their Meffenger, Brother Ede,

8. Woodftcck—No Letter nor Meflenger.

5. Renflelaer-Ville—Letter.

10. Vermont—Letter and Minutes.

11. Cayuga—Letter.

12. Saratoga—Letter and Minutes, by their Meflenger, Broth
Finch. »

13. Eifex—Letter. !
5L le abeve-meniioned NMessengers, and a number of wisiting Brethramy)

the Ministry, were cordially received, and invited to take a scat -wm’; us,

5. The Circular Letter prepared by Brother Rathbone, ag
t‘ne Correfponding Letter by Brother Spencer, were read and ng
<rrod to Brethren Blood, Webb, Hartwell, and the Authors, &
a \,om.mttec to infpeét them and report to-morrow. 'j

.. Thefollowing report was received from the Miffionary Comir
rittee i—

“ Your Committee, charged with Miffionary affairs, beg lerd
to report, that during the laft year, we have received H139;
which, added to $59,443, the furplus remammg in the Treafug
at our laft meeting, amounts to $199,115:—That we havee

ployed Brother Jonathan Finch, three months, as a Miflionan
ror which fervices we have paid him $50, and 83,50 for p
phlets he diftributed on his miffion:—That we have employ
Brcther Lemuel Covell, three months, as a Miflionary, for whi
we have paid him $350:—That a ten dollar bill, the Treafus
paid Brother Covell, being counterfeit, we have directed him
pay ten dollars out of the Treafury to his widow—amounti
in the whole, to $138,50; leaving a furplus in the Treafury
$60,61%, asappears per Treafurer s report.

¢ That Brother Finch has made a very acceptable reportt
this Committee, of his miffion through part of Vermont
New-York, on the weft fide of Lake Champlain. We ired
ly imprefied that kis labours have not been in vain in the Lo
but rendered peculiarly beneficial to perifhing fouls. We feel
increafing conviction, that we ought to continue our cxertions
fend the joyful tidings of falvatior. into that country.

¢¢ That the report of Brother Covell’s miffion through
welern fettlements of New-York, on to the Tufcarora Nati
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.f Indians, and into the Province of Upper Canada, we fhall not
nave from himfelf, until we hear his hiftory in heaven. We learn,
rowever, that he was faithful unto the death. The perifhing
ftate of the people, and the caufe of God, very loudly call for
our utmoft exertions to continue fending Miffionaries into that
couritty. 'The mournful death of our much lamented, and dear-
ly beloved Brother Covell, cafts a forrowful gloom over our hearts.
Low lies the body of our dear Brother Covell.—In the caufe of
God he ended his career.—His foul, we truft, has gone home to
frlory, while his body has defeended to the duft. And fhall the
Mxﬂlonary {pirit die with him ? Shall that defcend to the grave
too? God forbid! No, Brethren, may the mantle of I:lgah fall
on Elitha. Let us exert ourfelves in the caufe of God, and try
to promote the fpread of the glorious gofpel of Chrift in a dying
world. ¢ By order of Committee.
: “1SAAC WEBB, Chairman.

“ NATHANIEL KENDRICK, Clerk.
;“ Chefbire, Fune 2, 1807.°

. Brother Finch prefented letters to the Affociation from the
hurches in Plattsburgh and Peru, and from Brother Solomon
rown, thanking them for fending Miflionaries into their coun-
y and foliciting their continuance in this apoftolic fervice to
hem, and the perifhing inhabitants of their land. Brother Webb
refented a written Talk from the Tufcarora Indians, in which
ey exprefs their thanks to the Affociation for their carc to-
dgwvards them; that they fhould fend Miffionaries to inftruct them;
nd particularly Brother Covell, with a ftaff, pipe, and tobacco-
ox, as tokens of friendfhip. They wifh to continue recciving
iffionaries from us, and that the chain of friendfhip may be
ept bright. Brother Irith prefented letters from the Churches
Townfend and Charlotte-Ville, importing their fteadfaftnefs in
e truth, and exprefiing their thanks to the Aficciation for their
pittles of love, and Miffionary fervices to them; requefting that
ey may be continued. He zlfo gave a partxu‘ar verbal account
[ the laft indefatigable labours of Brother Covell, and of his
wmphant death, throuzh an unfhaken faith in his Divine Re-
o Imer.
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7. After hearing the Committee’s report, together with ¢
documents and verbal accounts accompanying it,

Refolved, unanimor/ly, That this Affociation do cordially;
prove of the doings of the faid Committee, and the fervices
Brother Finch, as reported :—That we think it our duty toco
tinue our exerticns in fending Miffionaries into deftitute place
and in order for this, we appoint Brethren Blood, Hull, We
Peck, Glafs, Kendrick, Upham, Roufe, Hendrix, Weft, Him
and Hinman, our Miflionary Committee for the enfuing year, |

8. Adjourned, to meet to-morrow morning, at 8 o’clock.

THURSDAY, Fune 4,

9. Met purfuant to adjournment. Brother Morfe preach
from Ijaiab xlix. 9.

10. The Circular and Correfponding Letters, as reportedb
the Committee appointed to infpect them, were approved, a
ordered to be printed with our Minutes.

11. Appointed Brethren Webb, Hull, Peck and Kendridj
our Committee, to wait on Brother Holmes, agreecable to his
queft; to confult with him on meafures for the continuance
his miflion among the Indians; and whatever may relate to i
good of Zion: and that they prepare and fend, in behalf of th
Affociation, a Correfponding Letter to the Tufcarora Nationg
Indians, in anfwer to their written Talk to us. ,

12. Appointed the following Meflengers to Correfponding A}
fociations, viz.—Hull and Mattefon, to the Danbury—Spene
and Himes, to the Stonington—Smith and Todd, to the Leydd
—Morfe and Hartwell, to the Otfego—G]lafs and Center, toth
Woodftock—Oimfted, to the Renflelaer-Ville—Kendrick, to th
Vermont—Leland, Rathbone, Peck and Glafs, to the Sarate
—Finch, Glafs and Center, to the Effex—Blood and Center,
the Warren—Hartwell and Hendrix, to the Cayuga—Webl
Morfe and Skelding, to the New-York—Morfe, to the Wij
wick.

13. Appointed Brother Mattefon to write a Circular,
Brother Hull a Correfponding Letter, for next year.

14. Adjourned, to meet at 2 o’clock P. M.

15. Met, purfuant to adjournment.




16. Cawvafled the votes for th» adoption of the Conftitution
of the Aflociation, as revifed and printed with our Minutes, the
laft year. 1t was adopted by a very large mojority of the Church-
es, there being only three which made any objections to it, and
thofe three did not finally vote againtt it.

17. Appointed Brother Kendrick our ftancing Traftee, to take
charge of all the papers belonging to the Affociation,

18. Appointed Brother Keundrick to anfwer the letters to the
Affociation, fromn the Churches of Towntend, Chariotte-Ville,
Plattsburgh and Peru.

19. Ordored, that a Dirge, compofed by a voung Lady, on
the death of Br. Covell, be printed with our Minutes.

90. Refolved, ‘That it be the duty of the Churches of this Af-
fociation, to contribute to the fupport of Br. Covell’s widow

~and childrens and that we recommend it to thofe Churches, who
- are behind in their contributions, to take fome methed, by fub-
{cription, or by fome other means, to make up their liberality,
and forward the fame by an early opportunity. May no one,
l whom God hath profpercd, be lacking in fuch an apoftolic exam-
| ple and precept.
| 21 Refolved, That the next mecting of this Aflfuciation be
" held at the Meeting-Houfe of the 1ft Church in Pewnal, the firft
! Wednefday in June next, at 10 o’clock, A. M.

22. Appointed Brother Leland to preach the introductory
- fermon; and, in cafe of failure, Brother Hull.

23. Appointed Brother Kendrick to fuperintend the printing
of thefe Mint tes.

24, The bufinefs of the Affcciation was followed by two well

~adapted and very impreflive addreiies, by Brethren Werden and
?lood, wkhich, to Chriftians, were like precious ointment poured
orth,

| 25. Seflion clofed with prayer by the Moderator.

26. Queftioa from the third Church in Chethire.—

Should any member of a Church confider himfelf under no par-
ticular obligations to attend the appointments of the Church to
which he beloags, and when called upon, fhou!d fay—He does
not know that the Church has any controul over him, or right to
call him to an account, unlefs it be for immoral condu&; what

B
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»5 the duty of the Church towards fuch a member?  Anfiver~
We think every Church of Chrift is under covenant obligations,
not to forfake the aifembling themfelves together; and when any
member refufes to attend the appointments of the Church, we
think he is a covenant-breaker, and ought to be dealt with
fach.

SUFPLIES FOR DESTITUTE CHURCHES.

1st Church at Pownal. i Bretbren.  Lord’s Day.  Mouth,
Brethven.  Lord’s Duy.  Month. ¥ Spencer, Ist Nov
Rathbone, Jast Aungust. ¥ Olmsted, sd Nov, §
Glass, do. Sept. ‘; Hull, 2d Dee.
3 Cheshire. i Great-Barrington. |
Smith, 3d July. | Leland, ad June §
Philipstown. Y Brown, ed 04§
Leland, 4th June. ¥ 2 Canaan. 3
Olmsted, 2d July. 2 ; Brown, 2d June b
Kendrick, 4th July. ; Hull, od Jul.
Brown, 2d Angust, ¥ X ‘

Account of Monies contributed at this Association for the encounf

agement of Missionaries. |
D. C . p. ¢

Church at Cambridge, 3 00 Y William Ingraham,

! Church at Canaan, 1 50 % Ephraim Bliss, }gm Loy
2 Church at Canaan, 6 31 4 4 Church at Shaftsbury, 10 2}
Church at Chatham, 5 68 ; 1 Church at Shaftsbury, 2 0t
Deacon Carpenter, 5 00' Church and Society at -
Asa Tob, 025°% Lansingburgh, 20 00}
Church at Cliftonpark, 30 92 $ Subsc. to the Mis. Soc. Troy, 20 0
Church at G. Barrington, 3 50 5 Capt. Jona. Richardson, 1 00F
Kast Church at Hilsdale, 4 50 : Anna Brown, 0 4}
West Church at Hilsdale, 6 007Y ¥ Andrew Whipple, 0 5
Wm. Douglass, Esq. 2 00¥% ¢ Daniel Corman, 100
Mapletown Church, 6 05 3 Nathan Wood, 100
Church at Sandisfield, 3 00} —

Y

Toial, 8134 81

The Committee, charged with Miffionary affairs, take this op-
portunity to give official informaticn, that they have appointed
Brethren Peck, Glafs and Mattefon, a Committee to the Sara
toga Aﬂ'ocmt:on, to propofe a coalition with them, to promott
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the important ohied of fending Miilionaries to deititnte piaces.
Alfo, appointed Brother Kendrick a Committee to make the fame
overtures to the Vermont Aflociation. We have agreed to meet
the next year at Deac. Bufhnel’s, at Pownal, at 1 o’clock, P. M.
the day preceding the next meeting of the Afiociation.

The Truftees of the New-York Raptift Miflionary Society
have agreed to meet next year, at the fame time and place with
the Miffionary Committee; and they take this opportunity moft
earneftly to entreat their Brethren in the Miniftry, both of this
and the adjacent Affociations, to ufe their utmoft endeavours to
promote a fubfcription, and fo to form a diftrict in each of their
Congregations or Parifhes, and each Diftri&, (fhould it contain
only ten fubicribers, one dollar each) is requefted to fend a Truf-
tee to meet at the time and place above alluded to.



CIRCULAR LETTER.

- ..¢)....<@*®,.. P

The Elders and Meflengers of the Several Churches met in Asso
C1ATION in CHXSHIREy Fune 3d and 4thy 1807 5 to the Chiurche
in Union «with this Aflociation.

BRETHREN,

A's an Afiociation, we recommend to your conlideratiog
our Conftitution or Plan, drawn by the Committee appointed for
that purpofe. Wi gave a fummary of our Faith. In articleg
we fay, “we bclieve that the Scriptures of the Old and New Tef
‘ament were given by infpiration of God; and that they arc a
unerring rule of faith and pralice for mankind.”

‘Fhat the Scriptures of the Old and New Teftaments were giv.
en by infpiration of God, no Chriftian doubts; but that the ferip.
tures of the Oid Teitament are a rule of faith and practice for
Chriftians, fome have even dared to doubt, or, at leaft, have wifh.
ed for an exnlanation.  Shall we then call your attention a mo.
inent to this fubjeQ.

The great Apoftle Paul, to Timothy, 2d Epiftle, 3d chap. and
16th verfe, declares that all feripture isgiven by infpiration of God,
and is profitable for do¢trine, for reproof, for correction, for in.
itruction in righteoufnefs, &c. The Old Teftament (no one wil
doubt) is included in the words all fcripture : then the Old Tef.
tament is profitable for do¢trine, &c.

Again; our Lord Jefus confirmed the Old Teftament when he
faid, “fearch the fcriptures;™ that is, of the Old Teftament, for

20 part of the New was written till fome time after our Lord’s

|
|



eath 3 “for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are
hey that teflify of me.”” ¢ Had ye believed Moies, ye would
ave believed me; for he wrote of me.”’—John v. 39, 46. And
n Luke xvi. 81, “If they hear not Mofes and the Prophets, neitk.-
pr will they be perfuaded though one rofe from the dead.”” The
poble Bereans fearched the feriptures of the Old Teftament. They
ompared the facts which Paul teftified, with the prophecies which
fwent before, and the doctrines which he preached with the doc-
ties of the Old Teftament, to fee whether his meflage was from
¥God, or not.
. And {{fays Mr. Fuller) ¢If we may judge of the nature of true
ipiety, by the examples of the Prophets and holy men of old, we
gnay conclude, with certainty, that an affeionate attachment to
Ahe holy feriptures, as t:e rule of faith and practice, enters deep-
Jy into the fpirit of it. ‘The holy fcriptures were defcribed by
-David, under the names of the word, ftatutes, laws, precepts, Judg-
}hlents and teftimonies of God : and to thefe, all through the Plaims,
wipecially in the 119th, he profefles a moil ardent attachment.” 4
» The ftudy of the fcriptures of the Old Teftament is advantageous,
-1, Becaufe they have produced great efieéts upon the hearts and
dives of men under both difpenfations. This word uf God hath
Bseen quick and powerful, fharper than a two-edged fword. It
perfect, converting the foul; fure, making wife the fimple; pure,
nlightening the eyes; true and righteous aitogether;” caufing men
rejoice and to praife God with uprightnefs of heart. By ta-
ing heed to it, young men have cleanfed their way; by hiding
in the heart, much fin hath been prevented. It was the deiight
f the faints of old, and their counfellor; by it they were quick-
ned, firengthened, and made to talk of God’s wondrous works:

was their comfort in affli¢tions, and the foundation of their hope

1 Calvinistic and Socinian systems examined, &c. p. 226.

|
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They efteemed it better unto them than thoufands of gold
filver: fort it fpake words in feafon; refolved their doubts;
cured their fpiritual maladies; it was the food of their fo
it had comforts to fuit their every conditiony and was the
documents to attain everlafting happinefs.

2. The fcriptures of the Old Teftament are full of divine;
ftruction. We may find the image and fuper{cription of the
ity on every page. ‘Fhey difplay both the natural and m
perfeltions of God. Here may be feen difplays of his powe
the works of creation and providence; of his wildom in the
{cheme of redemption; of his omnifcience, in the prediction
future events; of his holinefs in the precepts, prohibitions,
penalties contained jn them. Fere we have an account of
firft parents and their primitive ftate, their fall, and the firfty
and continted progrefs of the difpenfation of grace towards
kind.

s. It enioins uiiverfal holinefs, and forbids all moral evil,
commands us to love the Lord with all our hearts, and our na
bour as ourfelves; and prohibits all felfifhnefs, pride, hatred,
venge, bitternefs, wrath—all unrighteoufnefs, covetoufnefs,
preflion and extortion—all fraud, deceit, falthood and mur
all intemperance, revell:ng, rioting and drunkennef{s—all ido
adultery, and all the various particular lufts and finful pa
works and ways, which are oppofed to or inconfiftent with
holinefs in heart ard life.

4 It taught them tlie most excellent truth, which made themb
wise and happy; informed their understandings; consoled them
their misery; restored them when fainting; it was a cordial to ref
them; it was nearer to them than their friends; dearer to them
their lives; sweeter to them than their liberty, and pleasanter to
than all earthly comforts,
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s, The Old Teftament was written to a gofpel end, and it muft
udied with a gofpel {pirit. Chrift and his redemption are the
at fubject, and fum of the hiftory, prophecies, covenants, laws
d fongs of the Old Teftament; we muft, therefore, read them
ith a defign to find Chrift; to know him, and the infinite riches
hich are fhut up in him. Weread of Chrift, revealed under the
ea and name of the feed of the woman, Gen.ii.15. And as
was to take away fin by the facrifice of himfelf, he was, as the
mb of God, flain in type, from the foundation of the world,
he doctrine of Chrift crucified, as the way by which God faves
ners, is the myftery which has been hid from ages, and from
erations, but now is made manifeft to kis faints. If any en-
ire, how hidden? we reply, hidden in the types: Chrift wag
en in thofe {acrifices that typified him; thofe altars that pre-
ured his perfon; the incenfe, that fhadowed forth his intercef-
n; in thofe =¢&ts that were founded on his mediation; in fhort,
rit was hidden in the princely, the judicial and the propheti-
loffice of Mofes; in the priefthood of Aaronj in the taberna-
yand in all the furniture; and hieroglyphical reprefentations,
c.&c. But Chriftians now beholding the body of Chrift,
the anti-type and fubftance, they behold all the above-named
ings fwallowed up and loft in Chrift: Chriftians may now dif-
y with greater eafe, the {pirit and life of thofe types, hav-
the hidden myftery unfolded, and made manifeft to them.—
us the fpirit, fubftance and myvftery of that difpenfation, was
angelical, though it was involved in a legal fhell and outfide.—
he difference that appears, then, beiween the two Teftaments,
nfilts chiefly in the adminiftrations. The way of life through
{us Chrift was exhibited in the Old Teftament as well as in the
ew. But the way of life was then feen by ftar-light; it is now
L by the light of the fun; the fun is now up; it was then un-
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der the horizon and fhot forth but faint rays. Finally, u
thofe who lived before the incarnation of Chrift, had believed
prophets; and thofe who have lived fince his crucifixion haf
lieved the apoftles, it is certain that neither they, nor we, oy
have been truly acquainted with the charaéter of Chrift. ¥
what has been faid, Brethren, we may learn the advantage off
dying the Old Teftament: for, obizrving its nature and defip
appears full of the gofpel of Chrift: thercin are difcovered thetr
ures of wifdom and knowledge; a wifdom which none of the
ces of this world knew: but it will be neceffary to read it with
pel fpe@acles, for truly the gofpel was the marrow of it, then
tery of it, the bottom and fcope of it; it does, inan excelient o
ner, illuftrate and confirm the doétrines and promiles of the &
Teftament. The fervices of the law are the gofpc’ in figurd
deferiptiony and the gofpel is the law in fpirit and fignifican
The Old Teftament verifies the {ubftance of the New; andy
New Teftament doth evidence the authority of the Old: the(§
Teftament {hows the promifes and predictions of God, andt
Ncew the performance’: what was predicted in the Old is fulfl
in the New; the predictions are cleared by the events:t the(
delivered the types ; the New interprets them: the Old preig
them like jewels in the cabinet; the New {preads them andd
covers their value: tue Old credits the New; and the Newi
trates the Old: the Old was fo compofed as to fortify the Ne
when God fhould bring it to light. And by comparing b
Teftaments together, the wifdom of God in his condu¢t is cly
ed, and the truth of God in his word confirmed.
To conclude, we learn—I1ft. That the fame truths which
now taught us in plain literal terms, were formerly revealed
the Old Teftament faints in types and figures.

1 As the New is a comment upon the prophetic part of the Ol
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ed. That at the crucifixion of Chrift, ¢ the long feries of pro.
hecies, vilions, types and figures was accomplithed: this was
he centre in which they all met; this the point towards which
ey had tended and verged throughout the courfe of fo many
nerations. You behold the law and the prophets ftanding, it
ve may fpeak fo, at the foot of the crofs, and doing homage.—
ou behold Mofes and Aaron bearing the ark of the covenant;
avid and Elijah prefenting the oracle of teftimony. You behold
| the pricfts and facrifices, all the rights and ordinances, all the
ypes and fymbols affembled together to receive their confumma-
tion;’* all which Chrift blotted out and nailed to his crofs, for-
bidding his difciples to touch them, tafte them, or handle them.
Therefore, ** when we are invited to follow the faithful of old,
let us carefully judge what was peculiar to their difpenfation, and
what that is which is peculiar to our own. Without fuch cau-
tion, we thould unavoidably mifipply general principles, which
is a very common error; and, inltead of being evangelized, we
fhall Judaize, or verge to fomething which is anti-evangelical.”’+
Let us emerge from every fhade, and rife above every rite or cuf-
tom, which has any tendency to obfcure the glory of the gofpcl
from us, or to prevent our entirs dependence on Jefus Chrift. As
lwe live under the gofpel difpenfation, all our obedience, of a pof-
itive nature, muft be agreeable to that code of law and rule of
Ireligious worfhip, which are contained in the New Teftament.—
“No impure mixtures are to be made or allowed with it; no
Jewifh obfervances; no human inventions; no old or new tradi-
tions: to this fingly, without additiun or alteration, fhould Chrii-
tians ftick and adhere, kceping to the truth, as it is in Jefus, and
preferving the fimplicity of the gofpel.”  We are not to follow
the cuftoms of men, but thetruth ot God. *¢ The miuiflry which
Chrit and his apoftles have inftituted, we aic bound to fet up:

» Blair’s Sermons, vol. 1, Serra. S} AMr. John Martin on Baptism.
¢
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:he affcmblies of Chriitians which they commanded, we are bouy
to frequent : the facraments which Chrift inftituted we are boundy,
obferve; and where two or three are met together in the name
Chrift, he will be with them; they have his authority, and wj
have his blefling.”” One great charateriftic of our being true di
ciples of, and friends to Chrift, is, our continuing in his word, anj
doing whatfoever he commands. Let us, then, dear Brethry,
converfe daily with the facred oracles, which will be our fureft dok
fence againit errors of all kind—our fecurity againft fuperftitio
and i~fidelity. Itis afferted by Dr. Hughes, that one grand cautg
of errors, both in faith and pradice, is a pretending to be wikk
above what is written, and concluding what is fit to be fettle
in matters of God, from what is ufually done amongft men.”
May we all labour to keep our hearts chafte to Chrift in k
ordinances, inftitutions and worfhip. Let us receive nothin,
pra&ice nothing, and own nothing in his worfhip, but what is o}
his appointment. ‘
Our limits will not permit us to enlarge any further here-§
That God may incline your hearts to that which is pleafing tof;
himfelf, and prepare us, with all the redeemed, for his coming ani;
kingdom; which is the fervent prayer of your brethren in Chnf.

/3y bl & Soa Pl



CORRESPONDING LETTER.

B R I I *@,....4,....‘,.. -

The SHAFTSBURY ASSOCIATION, to the AssoCIATIONS avith awbom
ae Correfpond—Greeting.
FATHERS AND BRETHREN,

"I'uE various fubje@s on which we have addreffed you from
time to time, render it fomewhat difficult to addrefs you on a
new one. However, when we meditate on the glory of the Re-
deemer’s kingdom, with hearts infpired with divine love, every
fubject, part and point, feems ever new. Chriftianity is the moft
roble, exalted and glorious principle, upon which man ever acted;
and no principle, befides, adorns the human charaéter like this,

On this all-important, moft animating, foul-reviving and God-
sxating fubjecty, we would offer you a few thoughts.

1. Chriftianity is not that fpirit of fondnefs which fome exprefs,

“overlooking the rules and order of the gofpel, profefling univerfal
charity, and bringing all rule down to the depraved feelings of
“creatures; fubjecting Chrift and his ordinances to the terms of the
creature, inftead of fubjecting the creature to Chrift and his rule.

But in the affirmrtive: Chriftianity is a principle which flows

from God alone: it is infufed into the hearts of God’s ele¢t, by
' divine 0perat10*1§ and is agreeable to the divine nature., ‘The
fpirit of this grace operates agreeable to the fpirit of God, being
under its glorious influence and fovereign dictates. It conforms
thofe who are made its happy fubjets, to the image and likenefs of
the Son of God ; for which reafon his difcipleswere called Chriffians
at Antioch. It induces men to obferve the following rules.—

1. To love one another with a Chriftian love; and to wifh well
to 2ll men, as far as is confiftent with the greateft good, and the
order of God.

2. It induces men to have filent tongues, liftening ears, and
faithful hearts: or, in the language of {cripture, fwift to hear, flow
to ferk, flow to wrath: that is, filent on the imperfedtions of
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st brethren, in any other wvay than the gofpel points out,
ielives them to liften to the word of Godj and, in all matter,
within and without the Church, to regulate themivives by the
laft wil and teftament of our Lord, as their ounly rule ¢
faith and pradice. It makes men faithful in heart, faithfuly
God, aund faithful to their fellow-men; faithful in watching oy
their Brethren for good; to rebuke, cxhort and admonifth wiy
all long-fuffering and goodnefs; to provoke to love and g
works; to ftir up the purc mind; to be choice of a brother’sp,
putation, and ftrive to promote his ufefulnefs 3 until, on fair tr
aand candid inveftigation, according to the rules of Chrift, hej
found unclean, and then to make him a public example.

3. It induces mcn to exercife faith, hope and charity; as fai
is the fubftance of things hoped for, and the cvidence of thingR
not feen. It conforms them to the Lord Jefus, the objedy
faith, and buoys themn up, to pafs through the trials and tempt§
ations of this prefent evil world. It enables them to look home )

to the eternal fource of joy on high, and, as it were, to leave thet§
lower climes. Hope is an anchor, both furc and fteadfaft, beiyf
caft within the veil, on that fure anchor-ground which never &}
ceives; but enables the veilel to outride every raging ftorm which k
can be produced by the powers of darknefs. By charity thev dwd
in God, for God is love. They caft the mantle of love over the
brethren’simperfe&ions, as far as true charity extends. Charityin
clines them to open the liberal hand to the ncedy, not grudgingly,
but from benevolence of heart, as God hath profpered them.

4. It induces men to cultivate humanity, friendfhip and brothery
love; not fromthefordid principlesof felf, but from love to the good
obligations they are under to God; ever rejoicing to do his will.

5. It ‘nduces its happy fubjeéts to love their fellow-men with
the love of pity. - Viewing their dreadful ftate, it leads them
carry their cafe to the throne of mercy, to intercede with God
for their cternal welfare; although, in return, they thould receiw
aothing but frowns and feofis.
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6. It induces men to love their moft inveterate enemies, and to
o them good at every opportunity. In this, Chriltianity is fu-
iperior to every other fyftem. '

- ». It makes faithful, painful and laborious preachers; atten-
vive hearers, and induftrious doers of the word. It makes good
hufbands, loving wives, faithful parents, obedient children, benev-
olent magiftrates, and peaceful fubjects. It makes good govern-
ments and happy churches. In aword, it teaches men to be fober,
chafte, honcft, peaceable, courteous, benevolent; to watch and
pray—to do good to all men—to love the brotherhood—to be in
fubje&tion to them who are fet over them in the Lord—to have fer-
%vent charity to do as they would be done by—to have love without
diffimulation—~to abhor that which is evil—to cleave to that which
éis good-—to provide things honeft in the fight of all men—to labour,
iworking with their hands, that they may have to give to him who
ftands in necd—to pray without ceafing, and in all things to give
thanks—to cfteem others better than themfelves—to aét with a fin.
gle eye to the glory of God, and to obferve all things command-
Eed. In fine, to love God with all their hearts, and their neighbours
as themfelves.—And, aftcr all, the one half cannot be told.
Thefe, dear Fathers and Brethren, are fome of the ditates of
hat excellent principle, Chnftianity. May God grant that we,
ot only hear its dictates, but reduce it to pra&ice. Our laft let-
er to you was on a holy, complacential love; in this we view
ome of its effects. May our hearts be ravithed with this glori-
us theme, which fhall be lafling as eternity. With pleafing fat-
sfaction we receive your Meffengers and Letters from time to
ime, and heartily wifh their continuance. ‘This delightful anni-
erfary has brought us nigher the general affociation above; un-
il we mect there, you will pleafe to receive our Meflengers and
ters as tokens of the fincereft friendthip. /7, o{/{_{. . _iéfg.::

CALEB BLOOD, Modcrator.
NaTu’y Kexorick, Clerk.




ON THE DEATH OF BROTHER LEMUEL COVE

H aiL, sacred Muse! Iuspire a female pen
With flowing numbers, and alofty strain,
To sing of CoveLL’s late, untimely fall;
A shining hight, remov’d from Zion’s wall,
And sunk in night: darkness involves the poles,
Axnd a broad gloom o’erwhelms our weeping souls:
Scarce can we hope an equal orb will rise,
Since his bright soul has pass’d the lower skies:
Zion stands trembling; all her pillars mourn;
Her richest dust lies hid in Covery’s urn.
Let gloemy cypress weave a mouraful shade,
And bending willows hang their drooping heads
Around the spot where his dear body lies,
In distant lands, bencath inclement skies,
No warlike arts, nor deeds of martial fame—
Of sanguinary heroes, stain his name: .
Nat all the honours of agynted ficld u‘-ﬂrvé‘"f«
Could add a charm, or one new lustre yneld
To Covert’s worth.  Religion’s vot'ry shines
In diff'rent wreaths, wrought out by skill divine,
Meck, mild, intelligent, and full of love—
His otfice sacred, giv’'n him from above.
Nature and grace their richest gifts bestow’d,
To andorn the man, and form the saint of God:
He seein’d design’d, by the Almighty hand,
"1'o sound the gospel trumpet through the fond.
His deep discernment, and his ready wit,
Aud native eloquence, pronounce him fit
‘I'o spread the tidings of salvation round,
'That heathen lands might hear the glorious sound.
His worth well known, his brethren send him forth
To preach the gospel in the distant north.
It seem’d God crown’d his labours with success,
To spread the gospel in the wilderness:
Like Paul, he planted churches, and ordain’d
Elders, who might the truth maintain;
To feed the flock, and daily bring to view,
From God’s great treasure-house, things, old and new.
His great success charm’d all his brethren so,
Again he’s call'd—again submits to go,
‘Where superstition rear’d its horrid head,
And ignorance and witcheraft terrors spread:
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Seditious murm’rings through the village ran—
Infernal rage and malice led the van:
‘Th’ unbury’d hatchet, and the bloody knife,
Proclaim the onset of approaching strife.
CoveLL arrives'—but not with sounding car,
Nor legions, train’d in all the arts of war,
Waiting the dread command to strike the blow,
‘To lay usurping chiefs and warriors low.
Alone, unarm’d, this heav’nly champion stood,
Unaw’d by savges, who thirst for blood;
Meekness and love adorn’d his steady brow,
While truth encircled, like the radiant bow.
Persuasive eloquence, like summer show’rs,
Fall soft and sweet, but with resistless pow’rs:
He quell’d the clamours of the murd’rous clan;
Taught them, that love to God, and love to man,
Were sacred virtues, and surpassing far
The honours gain’d by fierce, unnat’ral war.
Heav’n lent its aid to assist a mortal hand
Peace to restore, and order, through the land:
Submissive warriors, bending, pardon crave;
To prove they were sincere, the triple wampum gave,
(Emblem of peace) by CoverL’s hand they send,
Who gladly bears it to his anxious friends.
His friends receive with joy the peaceful sign; E

!

Enraptur’d hearts in solemn praises join

T’ adore the pow’r, and bless the hand divine

That could perform such wonders; could controul

The fiercest passions of the savage soul.

Sure infidels must stand amaz’d, and own

Thg gospel has a pow’r to them unknown:

Ow2 “twas its gentle influence that subdu’d

The untam’d savage, and the native rude.
Again commission’d, on his friends’ behalf,

CoveLL provides, and bears th’ appointed staff

To the first sachem—and the box, that shows

The circle of God’s love, that does enclose

‘The human heart—with silver pipe is sent

'To the chief warrior: but, with wise intcnt,

To have the tube inserted, by his hands:

The emphatic sign with ease he understands,

A token to confirm their wish, to join

bn lasting friendship; shew their whole design

Was pure benevolence to all the race,

Though darker hues spread o’er the Indian face
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Sweet charity embraces all mankind,

. Her ardent zeal flows free, and unconfin'd.

But, ah! his race of glory now is run;
His labour’s finish’d, all his werk 1s done:
A few revolving weeks, with grief we find,
Ends his career, and closes his design—
Dearh shuts the scene!

Hark! from the wilderness, of late, we hear—
The piercing sound salutes the list’ning ear:
CoveLL is dead!—the weeping churches cry:
CoveLL is dead '—the echoing iills reply.

‘Well may the church appear in sackcloth dress’d,

‘To mourn the man, the Christian, and the priest.
Cbhesbire, the seat of CoviLL’s late abodé,

Feel most severely the chastising rod;

Their ardent wishes were fulfill’d awhnle,

They shar’d his labours, and enjoy’d his smile.

Alas! 100 soon their pleasing prospects end;

In vain they mourn their dear, departed friend:

No pray’rs can alter or reverse the doom

That call'd the righteous from the ills to come.

But who can paint the anguish, speak the pain
Of his lov’d partner, and her orphan train!
Depriv’d, at once, of husband, father, friend;
One fatal stroke their earthly comforts end:

The heaving bosom, and the streaming tear,

Best speak their grief—their heavy wues declare.
Must they be left, in solitude to pine?

Or, will united brethren nobly join

“T” assuage the throbbings of the fester’d part,

“ And staunch the bleedings of the broken h=-
Surely the widow’s judge will deign to bless

Each a&t of kindness to the fatherless;

Will render double for such favours shown,

To soothe the widow’s and the orphan’s groan,

Here stoo my fancy, and reverse the theme:
Though he deserv’d our love, and high esteem,
Yet let us not contemplate Zion’s fall,

Though a wide breach is made within her wall:
Jesus still lives! the rock of ages proves—

A firm foundation, that can never move;

Built on this rock, the church must ever stand,
Though tempests sweep, and thunder shake the land!




