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: MINUTES, &

—— > T

WEpxESDAY, JUNE 7, 1809.

1. A.T 10 o’clock, A. M. Brother Jemes Glaas, accord-
ing to appointment, preached the Introduciory Serinor,
from Jude, 5d verse.

2. A Moderator and Clerk were chosen.

L4

5. Letters from the following Churches were read, and
the usual list taken.

N. B.—In the folinwing List, the names of Ordained Ministers are
mserted in Itauc characters: Those with this mark [*], were
not present: From Churches marked thus [7], we received ne
accounts this year, and have @iven their numbers as they stoad
when last represented : Churches distingtished bya dash [—],
have no Scttled Ministers.

N Eelhe AT
: Il BEST IR BV IR
Churches. Mecsengers. =tz -
A Bl Bt B
George Witherell. 41
Adams, Otis Blackington. |
Gideon Mixer.
Becket, Amos Kingsley. 25
Justus Hull. 16} 21 5} 31 3735
Berlin, Alderman Baker.
| {Paul Hymes,
P Jaomes Gluss, 14] 6] 1 103
Cambridge, Isaac Warden.
1 Canaan, % ' o I B I B
John Gott.
8 1] 108
2 Do. Samuel Curtis,
Cyprean Fitch,
7| 41 3| 45
1 Cleshire, Aaron Bowen, '
Daniel Bowen. |




Churches.

2 Cheshire,}
Chesterfield,

Chatham,

Charlotteville,

Cliftonpark,

Clinton,

Great-Barrington,

East-Hillsdale,

‘Woest-Hillsdale,

Lansingburgh,

Mapletown,

Nassau, formerly
called Philips-
town,

Peru,

( 4 )

MNMessengers.

Asa 1odd *

{ Peter Kindall.
Job Chamfiion,
Henry Palmer.
Isaac Beeman.
Titus Finch.®

(" Abijah Peck.

Wm. Groom, jun.

Josiah Gilbert.

Abel Harrington.

Richard Clute,

_Peter Olthouse.

John Nickols.
Silas Lester.

Peter Bogardus,
Abel Brown.
Coonrod Decker.

Samuel West.
Richard Kinion.
Jacob Van Debo.

Natkaniel Kendrick.

David Rathbone.
John Ryon.
Edwald Richmend.
Ephraim Harris.
Abraham Ambler.
Thomas Fisk.
L_LLemuel Crooker.
" Ebenezer Smith.
Abraham Jackson.
John Newton.
_Matthew Smith.

Aaron B. Hinman.
 { Napthali Guild.
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NMUINS =
Churches. Messengers. &elz8fy] °
B Bl
Pittstown,t Charles Lahatt* ) 62
. John Francis. 2 41
Pittsfield, Daniel H. Francis.
192
Pownal, {Richard Brown.
. Jesse Hartwell. 2; 2 131
Sandisfield, { Moses Shepard.
Savoy,t 107
CS. 2
Schodack, g:tf/zlzefz Qlmstead. | 3 I} 1| 68
phraim Jones.
1 Shaitsbury, Isaiah Matteson.*® 1] 1] 99
) 3| 4| 3] 2, 292
4 Shaftzbury, g Isaiuh Hendrix. ]
1] 41 3 52
Stephentown, Stephen Shelden.
Justus Goodrich.
. Nathuniel Culver, 120] 6 72
r - . A
West-Stockbridge, { Christoph’rrench.
10{14} 1} | 33
Stanford, § Matthew Baker.
Isaac Webb. 7 4 78
Troy, Silas Covell.
John Howard.
Townsend, Peter Fairchild* [13] |12 57
Total, 291]75155|29|33503

N. B.—~The Churches in Adams and Becket were added this
yvear. The Churcic in Pownal was represented ; but their letter
is not to be found on the Clerk’s file.  For this reason their alte-
Tations are not ascertained, but their nuinber given as it stood last
year.

4. Messengers and visiting Brethren from sister Associ-
ations, were inviied to a seat with us.

5. The Circular and Corresponding Letters were read,
and referred to Brethren Webb, Peck, Hull, Hartwell and
Kendrick, to inspect them, and report to-morrow.

6. From Corresponding Associations, received-——
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1. Philadelphia—No account.
2. New-York— do.
3. Warren— do.

4. Danbury—Letter and Minutes, by their Messen-
gers; Brethren Baldwin and Babcock.
5. Stonmgton—-ho account.
6. Otsego—Letter and Minutes, by their Messen-
erer, Brother Eddy.
7. Leyden—Letter and Minutes, by their Messen-
ger, Brother Whitmore. |
8. Rensselaerville—Messenger, Brother Beeman.
9. Vermont—Letter and Minutes.
10. Woodstock—Letter and Mitutes, by their Mes-
senger, Brother Ralph.
11. Cayuga—No :zccount.
. Lssex— do.
13. Saratoga—Letter and Minutes, by their Messen-
ger, Brother Rogers.
14. Sturbridge—Letter and Minutes.

7. Brethren Hu” Champion and Richard Brown, were
appointed a Committee of Missionary Affuirs, to meet the
Trustees of the New-York Baptist Missicnary Socicty, to
co-operate with them 1 promoting the missionary interest.

8. Adjourned, to meet to-morrow morning, at 8 o’clock.

Brother Culver preached from Eccl. xii, 29.

1'sURspAYy JUNE 8.

9. Met azcording to adjeurnment.  Brother Sumuel Ro-
gers preached {rom Prov. x, 24.

The Association proceeded to business.

10. Inasmuch asitis not always convenient tohave preach-
ing censtantly in time of session, as was voted last year—

Resolved, therefore, That we reconsider that vote, leav-
ing the business to be regnlated at each session, according
10 exmmq circumstances.

The following Report was made by the Missionary
(,om'nlttcc -

¢“ Your Committee charged with Missionary Affairs, beg
leave to report—"TThat during the last year, we have receiv-
ed $118.15, which, added to $74.48, the surplus remain-
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ing in the Treasury at our last annual meeting, amounts te
$3192.63, as appears per Treasuret’s report:—That we
have employed Brethren Jonathan Finch, Calvin Chamber-
lin and Nathanie! Kendrick, three months, as Missionaries;
for which services rendered, we have paid them 860 each:
That we have pald Brother Mcrse §10, for two weeks over
and above the term of three months, for which we paid him
last year :—That we have allowed Brother Kendrick $3.62,
for 150 Sermons, at 2 cents a copy, and two of Merrill’s
Twelve Letters, at 256, which he distributed on his mis-
sion :—That we have allowed Brother Chamberlin 81, for
one which he returned, that proved to be counterfeit ;—a-
mounting, in the whole, to $194.62 ; leaving a balance due
the Treasurer of $1.99:— ,
“ That Brother Chamberlin and Brother Finch have made
a very acoceptable report to this Committee, of their mission
through the north part of New-York, and the adjacent set-
tlements in Lower-Canada :—7That Brother Kendrick has
made an acceptable report of his mission through the west-
ern settiements of New-York, and the province of Upper-
Canada :——That 1t appears from the accounts given us by
our Missionaries, that we have abundant reason to continue
sending Missionaries into those several regions:—That in
many places where they travelled, the people manifested a
grateful sense of the benevolence of the Shaftsbury Asso-
ciation, In sending them Ministers of the New-Testament,
to teach them the gospel of the groce of God; and they
earnestly solicited a continuance of these favors:—-That it
is the sense of this Committee, that our missionary labors
have been attended with evident tokens of divine approba-
tion, which afford us much cncouragement to persevere ;
in full belief that the cause of God, and the good of perish-
ing souls, destitute of the administration of the gospel, loud-
ly call for increasing exertions, and the ce-operation of those
Churches In this Association, which have hitherto done no-
thing to support the cause.
“ By order of the Committee,
" « ISAAC WEBB, Chairman.
“« NATH’n KENDRICK, Clerk.”
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12. Resolved, unanimously, That this Association approve
of the doings of the said Committee, and of the services of
Brethren Chamberlin, Finch and Kendrick, as leported a-
bove.

13. The Circular and Corresponding Letters, as report»
ed by the Committee, were adopted, and ordered to be print-
ed with our Minutes, together with a Letter from the Church
1n Townsend, Uppel-danada

14. Appointed the following Messengers to Correspond-
ing Associations, viz -—Bxethrcn Hartwell and Covell, to
the Warren-~Brown, Francis and Hartwell, to the Danbu‘
ry—Francis and Kingsiey, to the Stonington—Smith and
VVltherell, to the Leyden—Groom and Bowen, to the Otse=-
go— Witherell, to the Woodstock—OQOlmstead and Har Tis, to
the Rensselaerville—Nickols, Matteson and Glass, to the
Vermont—Wilson, Bowen and Kinton, to the Cayuga—Peck
and Olmstead, to the Saratoga—TIinch, to the Essex.

15. Appointed Brother Culver to write the Cir cular, and
Brother Rathbone the C orresponding Letter, for next year.

16. Voted, that our next annual session be holden in the
Baptist Meeting-House, at Little-White-Creek, in Came-
bridge, the first Wednesday 1n June, at 10 o’clock, A. M.

17. Appointed Brother Peck to preach-the introductory
Sermon ; and, in case of failure, Brother Todd.

18. Supplies for the Church in Stanford—Brother Olm-
stead, the 4th Lord’s-day in July ; Brother Smith, the 4th
Lord’s-day in August; and Brother Baker, the 4th Loyd’s-
day in September.

19. Resolved, unanimously, That we advertise the pubhc,
that Mr. Dennis Fggleston, formerly a Baptist Minister in
the vicinity of the Stonington Association, who has recently
been preaching in Stanford, and other places, in the vicinity
of the Shaftsbury Association, is a man of an immoral cha-
racter ; troublesome to the Church of God; degraded from
his stand'mp; as a Minister in the Baptist Connection; and

excluded their fellowship as a Christian, The Public in
general, and our Churches in particular, are exhorted to
give him nic countenance, but to regard him as an impostor.

20. Voted the thanks of the Association to the Church
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and Society in this place, for their generous entertainment
and friendly attention, which has contributed much to ren-
der the session agreeable. May the blessings of the new
covenant be richly bestowed upon them.

This pleasing session was closed by an appropriate and

athetic Address, by the Moderator; in which he endeav-
ored to call forth the zeal and vigilence of Christians, in
support of the missionary interest, to extend the gospel to
those who are perishing for lack of vision. A contribution
succeeded for the support of Missions, of $13.

After a short intermission, Brother Rathbone preached,
commending his brethren to God, and to the word of his
grace, which is able to build them up, and give them an in-
heritance among all them that are sanctified.

21. Account of Monics contributed at this Association,
to the Missionary Fund :—

D. C. D. C.

Church at Chatham, 6 6 Private Donations.
Church at Cliftonpark, 32 50 | Mess. Gott, Ward & Gates, 75
Church at G. Barrington, 1 25] Mr. Wescott, - - 50
Church at Pittsfield, 6 10 | Mr. Foot, - . 25
Church at Stanford, 75 | Rev. Mr. Olmstead, 37
Church at Pownal, 2 5| Deduct for error, $0 6
Contrib’n at Schodack, 13 11

at the close of the ses. Total, %63 63

Monies raised by the several Districts constituting the
New-York Baptist Missionary Society :—

». C. D. C.

District in Troy, 18 93 Private Donations.
District in Lansingburgh, 16 87 | Rev. Mr. Hull, - 50
District in Cliftonpark, 10 3 | Deacon Samuel Curtis, 1 75
District in Shaftsbury, 9 71 | Mr. Silas Pratt, 25
District in Cambridge, 6 57
District in Schodack, 10 68 $95 22
District in Hoosick, 7 47 63 63
District in W. Hillsdalle, 5 00

From a Soc. in the v. k. All the Monies we

part of Pittstown, and 2 7 46 | have raised this year

a corner of Hoosick, for misa’ry purposes, ) $158 85

el ¢ Save-

The Trustees of the New-York Baptist Missionary Soci-
ety, together with a Committee from the Shaftsbury Asso-
ciation, appointed to co-operate with them, take this oppor-

B :
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turily to aive oflicid information, that their next mceting
wiil Lo Loiden at Beacen Henry Snuth’s, Little-VW hite-
Creek, Canly 1dge, at 1 ¢’clock, r. M. the day preceding the
net auntal meeung of the Association.

NATH’r KENDRICK, Clerk.

| e —————

LETTE ‘R from the Caurcu in TOW\TSEND

to t/7¢ SHAFTSBURY ASSCCIATION.

ey <. ER—

TH:'. Reptist Church of Christ, m Townsend, Upper-Ca-
N 2 howding un fzith of ane God, Futher, Son and Holv-Ghost ;
t.)e doctrine u. total mord depx:nm ; eternal personal election ;
regenaration by the spivit of God; justification by the nghtemm-
ness Gi Chvist g perseverance of tlxc Saints in holiness; baptism by
iMinersicea; (e resurrcotion of the dead, and gener: Ijuugmenl
thie eternad han ,), aess of the vighteous, .u.d the eternul punishment
of the ticked: To the Elders ‘md Brethirenof the bh'dt.sb ury As-
suci:tzinn, to be Loiden at Schodack, sendeth Christian Salutation.

J,'rit‘/ Zelaved in the Lmd

Ax'.mm,h T wre stationed wider dxﬁmexﬂ civil goveriments
this world; vet we trust we belong to the samc wnited kingdom
of our Loid Jesus Christ; whose King shall be Lord over all the
carth, and w flose Taws are spiritual and divine.  Although esrihly
Kingdoms are subject to confusion and revolutions, yet this king-
dom abideth for ever.  Its laws are regular and constant, and its
toundation can never be moved.

Dear Breruanen—Although we never saw many of mn, and
never expect to, till the heavens be no more ; vet we feel united to
you in (he best of bonds. We feel disposed to thank God that we
have been counted worthy, through divine grace, to have @ name
and 2 place with you. Wehave recaived much help and strength
from vou, through vour kind benevolence ; for which we hope the

Lord will reward you an hundred fold.  We shall still be happy
to be favored with the kind visits of your Missiongries, and hope
at presunt you will not be disposed to desert us.  We are happy
to fd, that the Missionaries you have generally sent, have been
firm and clear in the doctrine of grace, It is nicessary that such
cone o tizis Province, if any; for the great buik of the professors
of religion in this place, if professors they muy be called, are stre-
nuously at war with the doctrine, and it appcars to be no part of
their hope. We think that Ministers of our order, who hold to
the doctrine of discriminating grace, when they come into these
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parts, rmght rot 12 the least degree to conceal their wnhn‘m'tc for”
the = ke of 1(nd ering thar s h;f*cts more palat.nl),o te ihose who
subs*xlu.e works {or grace. \We do reg think the doctrine of grace
tends to immerddity, as seme seppose ; but that \... s, anhy ', irad
holy lives, who are wmifinenced § by thie princinles of groce; and that
this pln‘c.mc will lead us (o deny ungodiiness an d cvery werdiy
lust. We have our tricls as we pass along. Some of our Brethren
and.Sisters have become ms'm eriv in thewr walk; and some have
departed fram the pure principles of the doctrine uf‘jla(‘e Tlose,
of each dmunptw 1, we L e lmm under the necesstiy vFexchuding.
We tinist there is a ooodiv number of us united in the pure p'*:‘bx-
pies of the gaspel, ¢ n.lc.un g to lead hoiy praving fives. We do
not fell disheartencd ; but feel willing to put our trust in the Lovd]
and continue m the wartare until we shn obtain the prize. Our
Leloved Eldesrs, Clark and Nathaniel Kendrick, aye with ns at this
time.  Thew coming wias to our 1oy 5 for which we feel dispased,
as Paul'did, to thank God and take courage.

Our altm‘xtmns the vear past, are as follow :—Thirtcen added;
twelve excluded; present ns imber Gfty-seven.

Signed by order and in beha'f of the Church, thes 26tk day cf Sep-

ember, in the year of vur LJ’L[ 1808. :
URIAI CORLIS, Ciert.

1/-’1}-&7;-779[1'4'r ﬁ’idé,
RS (AT

el 1 REE——

TTie Ministers and Mcszengers Qf the SHAFTSBURY Asso-
CIATION, fo the Clurches whick they refiresenty scns CRRIS-
TIAN SALUTATION.

DeArR BRETHREN,

IN our last Circular, we addressed you on the import-
ant subject ofpm) cr; a subject of nnpo:tmce indeed ; reot
not more so than soms= others, which demand the attcntlo 1
of the Christian : For as prayer implics a right disposition
of heart, and connerted with this is an cnhnhtencd under-
standing, a suitable knowledee of the truth must ever stand
priot to ithe right performance of the duty of praver—
Hence an acquaintance with the truth must be of the first
necessity to every intcliigent being, who would worship
God in an acceptable manner. God is truth; and to have
an acquaimtance with trath is to have an acquaintance with
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God. But his word is truth also; for therein is described
not only the character of God, but the character of man ;
and these form the 1wo great pilars, on which rests the
whole fabric of the Gospel. Tec these permit us (in bro-
therly love) to cite your minds for a few moments. And

First—The character of God. He is a Being infinite in
all his attributes. Justice, Goodness and Truth, constitute
his moral perfections. Consequently, he must be 1Immu-
table :n his puiposes, and faitbful in his promises. He can-
not err in counsel, nor change in his designs: And as the
works of all intelligent beings originate in and flow from
their thoughts, his thoughts becing eternal and unchangea-
ble, his works must unavoidably result from an eternal and
unchangeabie plan : For to suppose that the mind of God
could change, or even hesitate for a moment, would be a
renunciation of every idea of the infinitude of Deity, and
1 1ld amount to a denial of the very existence and being of
a God. It will hence follow, that ¢ he is in one mind ; and
who can turn him? And what his soul desireth, even that he
doth:” Job xxiii, 13: And that «the counsel of the Lord
standeth for ever; the thoughts of his heart to all genera-
tioms.” Psaim xxxii, 11.  This is the character ascribed in
the gospel to the God of the whole earth; and in this point
of light is he to be exhibited in the gospel to the children
of men, as a being worthy of supreme adoration: And the
language of truth is—* Acquaint now thyself with him,
und be at peace; thereby good shall come unto thee.”” Job
xxil, 21. But

Sccondly—1In order to be acquainted with him, we must
become acquamted with ourselves. « Know thyself,” was
the golden maxim of an heathen Sage; and this sentiment
agrees with the gospel, and is beautifully amplified by the

P0Cti— « Mau know thyself; try thy own heart to scan;
“1he proper knowledge of mankind is man.

But here man may adopt the language of the Ethiopian :
Acts viil, 31 -—% How can I understand, except some man
guide me?” How shall guilty, darkened man know himself,
if his true character is kept out of view by Preachers of the
Gospel? « If the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who will
prepare himself for the battle I Will men feel their need
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of a Saviour, until they see and feel their helpless and hope-
less condition ? And will they see and feel these, until their
character is held up to them, in a preached gospel, in its
true colours? They must be infermed of their vileness and
total defiravizy; that the whole head s sick, and the whole
heart is faint; that they are entirely and eternally undone ;
that thev are without lofie, and without God in the world ;
and that  the thoughts of their hearts are only evil contin-
ally.” Gen. vy, 5.

Thus the sinner’s depravity is to Le fully and faithfully
exposed ; his crimes charged hcme to his conscience with
sympathising fervency, and his true picture exhibited to
view : And not only this; his picture must be drawn at full
length : He must see himseif, from the crown of his head
to the soles of his fcet, in a moral point of light : He must
know that he 1s an icreconciluble enemy to GGod in heart,
opposed as much to mercy «s to justice, and as great an en-
emy to the gospiel as to the law. This is the way in which
men become acquainted with themselves; and in this way
are they slain by the law, in order to be made alive unto
God. “1s not my word (saith the Lord) like the hammer,
and like the fire, that breaketh the rock in pieces?” And
that man who has not thus been slain, has never knewn the
value cf grace, nor rcalised his perishing need of a Saviour;
nor has he ever obtained right idcas of the divine character.
When slain by the law, then, and not until then, does our
hope in ourselves, and in cur obecience, perish ; then, and
not until then, does God appear as a Sovereign, sitting upon
the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants as grasshoppers
before him ; the nations being esteemed as a drop ef the
bucket; or as the small dust of the balance, in his sight.—
Now then the sirner feels himself in the hands of a Sove-
reign, who can wound and can Aeel ; can kill and make «/ive,
and can save or destroy. Now then should sovereign and
distinguishing grace pluck him as a brand from the burn-
ing. He will be prepared and disposcd to set the crown
on the Redeemer’s head; and to ascribe all the glory to
him who has loved him, and washed him from his sins in
his own blood; and thus the glories of sovereign, distin-
guishing aud ctcxml love, shine ccnspicuous in the face of
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Jesus Christ, to the unspeakable consolation of the penitent
soul. In this way the sinner is humbled, God is exalted,
and the soul is saved upon a plan, ancient as eternity and
fhermanent zs the everlasting hills.

BRrETHREN, the doctrine of the divine perfections -
volves in it that of sover«igh grace; and the doctrine of
human depravity stands closely connccted therewith in the
Bible. These doctrines stand directly opposed to the pride
of the human heart, which rises yp with unrelenting fury a-
g;ainst them and their supporters, and were it in its power,
would exterminate them from tne earth. But be not dis-
mayed. Cleave fast unto the doctrines of grace, as unto the
sheet-anchor of your souls ; in doing which, you will ride
out the storms of time, and, at last, arrtve safe in the peace-
ful haven of eternity. Hold up the hands of those who
preach Christ crucified: But shut your ears against the
syren voice of error; and turn away indignantly from that
man who obscures the glory of sovereign grace, by the ex-
altation of human works ; who calls upon the poor dead sin-
ner to work out his own salvation, whilst the enmity of lis
heart, and the infinite evil of sin, ars kept out of view; who  *
tries to inflame the passions by the vociferations of igno-
rance, without informing the judgment, or enlightening the
understanding.

BrRETHREN, the fearful effects of Arminian delusion are
sufficiently and awfully demonstrated in our day. Against
these let us carefully watch, and fervently pray; submitting
ourselves to the direction, and trusting in the immutable
faithfulness of an almighty Saviour; unto whom every knee
shall bow, and every tongue confess that he is Lord, to the
¢lory of God the Father. lLet us cherish this consoling
reflection, that the time 1s fast approaching, when the errors
and shominations of both the deceivers and decetved shall be
swept with the besom of destruction, as cobwebs, from the
earth; when Christ shall tuke to himself his great powery
and shall reizn over the whole earth; when (to use the
werds of Isaiuh) ¢“the loftiness of man shall be bowed down,
and the haughtiness of men shall be made low ; and the Lord
alone shall be exalted in that day.”

st -



CORREGPONDING LETTER.

—— - CE————

The SEAFYSEURY B4arPrisT AssocraTioN,assembled at Sche-
dack, June 71h, 1809, to the several ASSocIATIONS wiik
awhom we Correspoend—Greeting.

BELovED BRETHREN,

N OTWITHSTANDING the wworld which we inha-
bit is but a speck of Jehcvah’s works, very small in compa-
rison of the worlds and systems of werlds that surround it ;
yet it is so large {or tl.e capacity of its inhabitants, who dwell
in houses of clay, that were it not {or iAr use of letters, those
who live in one part of it weuld know but very litile of the
inhabitants of another part thercof. Avaliing curselves,
therc{ore, of the inestimable prize, which an indulgent God
Has put into our hands, we ctill continue cur efistolary cor-
respondence, to suppiv the lack cf that which 1s piersonal.

- The kingdoms and states cf this world, have their found-
Ing, rise, lnghest pitch of honor, decline al]d dissolution, by
human cxertion, pride, ambition and discord ; and through
the whole, the thirst for power and love of preference, keep
the states in agltation, like the boisterous ocean. But the
kingdom of Christ is founded in eternal right, by an omnipc-
tent arm, which supe'l*iptcnds every event relative thereto.
Why leafr ye, ye high hills 2 Why so proud and ambitious,
ye kingdoms of this world? This is the hill <which the, Lord
desires to dwcll iny even the Church of the living God;
which includes ail the mcek and humble Suints : Yea, the
Lord «vill dwell in it for ever. Though wars should arise ;
though the carth should be moved, and though the mcun-
tains be carried into the midst of the sea ; though the wa-
ters thereof roar and be troubled ; thourrh the mountmus
shake with the swelling thereof: God is in. the midst of
kis church ; she shall not he moved : God shall help her,
and that 1‘1qht cariv. The rock of sefety is described, and
the line of duty dmwn, in the Scriptures, with such artless
snnplluty and adnqrable sublimity, that no human pencil
can mnitate. 'With our s¢fety before us, and cur obedience
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with us, we inay march boldly on, and bid defiance to the
combined powers of earth and hell. Amidst the flames of
enthusiastic zeal, or in the floods of lifzless formality, the
pious Saint, with one eye to his God, and the other on his
bible, may make his way to Mount-Zion; may run and not
be weary, walk and not faint. Thus armed and encouraged,
he may stand with the high praises of God in his mouth, and
a two-edged sword in his hand.

Some of the Associations with whom we correspond, are
elder, others younger, than this Association. The elder we
wish to address as fathers, the younger as brothers : Be nei-
ther dictatorial nor pusillanimous.

As Associations, at their annual meetings, are generally
crouded with business, we do not wish to add to your bur-
thens by a long epistle, (principally to shew how rich we are
in ideas, and how elegant in composition.)

We are pleased to receive such repeated tokens of fellow-
ship frem you, by epistles and messengers ; which messen-
gers we receive, as “the messengers of the Churches and the
glory of Christ.”

The state of our Churches, and the doings of this Associ-
ation, may be seen by a reference to the foregoing minutes.

A good degree of the Divine Presence has beerf mani-
fested through this session; which has rendered the season
peculiarly pleasing. The hearts of the brethren have been
much comforted, being knit together in love, and rejo.ced
to see a measure of steadfastness among the Churches, in the
doctrine of Christ. May thesc Assemblies ever be direct-
ed by the God of order, be a mean of promoting purity of
doctrine and unity of sentiment, while they operate as abar-
rier against the intrusions of every deceiver.

Signed in behalf of the Association,

ISAAC WEBB, Moderazor.
NaruanNiet Kenorick, Clerk.




