22167

Baptists. Connecticut. Stonington Association.
Minutes ... in Exeter, M, DCC, LXXXIX.

New London, [ 17891. 8 pp.
MHS copy.




OF THER

:Stonington Baptiﬁ: A{TOCiation)

HELD AT

Elder SOLOMON SPRAGUE's
M.EETiNG-HOU SE
1N
EXETER,

M,DCC,LXXXIX.

NEW-LONDON : Printed by T. Greew

. Lhey




MINUTES, &c.

Twespay, Oétober 20, 1789.
I. ROTHER Simeon Brown was chofen moderato:,

and brother Valentine W. Rathbun, clerk.

2. Brother Jofhua Morfe delivered the intredutory Ser-
mon, from Rev. i1}, 11. ““ Bebdld, I come quickly : hold thui
- faft wkich thou baf, that no man take tky crown.”

3. Letters from the churches were read, and the following
account taken of the members who have been added, J:70

- miffed, excluded or who have died the pzit year, and the
preient number in each church.

N.B. Minifters names in iralic.

Thof= marked thus, * were not prefent,

Theo:

churches which fent neithicr letters or meflengers, fland as they did Lt year, #1.d
are diftinguifhed by an 4. = Dafhes denote no fetiled minifter.

CHURCHES.
1. Stenington,

2. Stonington,

A3

3. Stonington,
1. Groton,
+ 2 Groton,

Say-Brook,
Exeter,

South-Kingfton,

MESSENGERS,
Elcazer Brown,
Peleg Randall,
Simeon Brown,
Simeon Brown, jun.
Afa Spalding,
Valentine W. Rathbun,
Sands Niles,
*Timotby Wightman,
Benadam Gallup, jun.

)
Elipbalet Lefter,
Solomon Sprague,
Jofeph Cafe,
Rodman Siffon,
Wiliiam Hammond,
Pardon Tillinghaft,
Benjamin Weight,
Caleb Teffr,
William Stedman,
James Gardner,
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Cuurcues. =~ MEessENCERS,
Church formerly

~of Sou. Kingfton,}
now of Richmond
James Shelden,

Benj. Barber, jun,

Weft-Greenwich, Elifba Green, | 46

Benjamin Tillinghatt,|” | | H

Benjamin Green,

t 1. Colchefter, *Chriftopher Palmer, 64

2. Colchefter, Abel Palmer, j3lolol2] 49

Jabez Rogers,

Richmond, - . o|lolol1]| 4r1
Gideon Babcock,
William Perkins,
Robert Champlin,
Sands Perkins, | |
- Hampton, — , jlé6lolol 73
~j Robert Baxter, 1|
” Nehemiah Dodge, "

Jeremiah Fields,

1517 61611053

4. Brother Jofhua Morie, prefent, as meflenger from
Shaftfbury affociation ; b:ut on account of the failure of
other meflengers, we received no letter or minutes.

5. Received a letter and minutes from the Warren affo-
ciation ; brother Biel Ledoyt, prefent, as their meflenger.

6. Appointed our brethren James Shelden, and Narha-
niel Perkins, to write the letter to the Warren affociation.

7. Our brethren Sands Niles, and William Hammond,
were chofen to draw the letter to Shaftfbury affociation.

8. Our brethren Valentine W. Rathbun, and Sands
Niles, were appointed to draw the letters to the Ph}i][adcl-

phian
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phian affociation, and the United Aﬂ'oqg\mons in the State
of Virginia, Q>

Adjourn’d till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Pubhc worlhip attended this evening, in various parts
of the vicinity.

Wedne(day, Ottober 21ft.
. Met according to adjourniment.
Read and approv’d the letters to the Warren and
Shaftfbury affociations. :

10. Read the minutes of the Philadelphian affociation ;
by which, we were informed of their readinefs to concur
with us in maintaining a mutual correfpondence.

11. Appointed our brethren Robert Champlin, and
Benjamin Barber, jun. meflengers to the Warren affocia-
tion ; brethren Solomon Sprague, Pardon Tillinghaft, and
James Sheldon, to Shaftfbury ; and brother Valentine W.
Rathbun, to that at Phlladclplua, and the United Ad‘ocxa-
tions in Vu'g nia.

12. In anfwer to a queftion propofed by brother Jothua
Morle, refpecting the validity of baptfm, adminiftered by
a perfon, who had never been baptized himielf, nor vet
ordained ; we reply, that, under the prefent circumftances
of the Church, we deem fuch baptifin null and void.

13. The circular letter was prefented and read, and not
being fatistatory, a committee was nominated, viz. our
brethren Simeon Brown, Eleazer Brown, and Valentine
W. Rathbun, who are defired to orepare one for the pre-
fent year,

14. Our brethren Eleazer Brown, and Afa Spalding, are
appointed to prepare the circu.ar letter againft next affoci-
ation.

15. Agreed to the following fupplics for deftitute
churches.

Church, formerly of South-Kingfton, now o Richinond,

Brother Simeon Erown, 3d Lord’s-day in November.,

Brother
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Brother Valentinne W. Rathbun, 2d T.ord’s-day in April,
Brother Eleazer Brown, 2d Lord’s-day in June.
Brother Abel Palmer, 3d in Otober,

Church of Richmond.

Brother Eleazer Brown, 4th Lord’s-day in March.

Brother Simeon Brown, 4th -——— 1n April.

Brother Abel Palmer, 2d ~—— 1n O&ober.

Church of Hampton.

Brother Abel Palmer, 2d Lord’s-day in April.

Brother Solomon Sprague, 4th in May.

Brother Simeon Brown, 1ft —— in July.

Brother Eleazer Brown, 1t in Augutt.

16. Brother Valentine W. Rathbun is requefted to fu-
perintend the printing of thefe minutes.

17. Voted that our next affociation be held at brother
Simeon Brown’s meeting-houfe in Stonington, the third
Tuefddy in Oober, 1790,

Brother Simeon Brown made the conciuding prayer.

Now follows our circular letter.

Dearly beloved,

HE great apoftle of the Gentiles, in his epiftle to Ti-

mothy, enjoins it upon him, to ¢ hold faft the form
~ of found words,” 2 Tim. 1. 13. in which, doubtlefs, is con-
tained the whole fyftem of religion. The oracles of truth
exhibit the whole of what we ought to believe, and practice.
All we have to learn and know of-Gob, in bis divine cha-
racter, is revealed in the fcriptures ; alfo, all that we have
to do, is therein commanded. In a word, it is the duty
and dignity of every chriftian, to believe and obey, juft ac-
cording to divine revelation, which is given for a lamp un-
to our feet, and alight unto our path. This is the tefti-
mony of Gob himfelf,—~of his fovereign rich grace and

mercy,—
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mercy,—~of bis good will to bis church on-earth, There
are none, who receive this teftimony, but fuch, who are
fealed, and confirmed by the Holy Spirit of Gop ; as fays
Peter ; we are bis witneffes of thele things : as alfo is the
Holy Gboft, whom Gop hath given to them who obey bim.

None but thofe who are truly begotten of Gop, can any
how hear or know bis voice. The divine Redeemer fays,
““ my fheep hear my voice, and I kpow them, and they fol-
low me.” John x.27. They, who have, and keep bis
commandments, they, and théy only, love bim ; and be will
manifeft bimfelf to them ; e, and his Fatber, will come
unto them, and make zbeir abode with them. True religion
confifts both in the knowledge of Gop, and conformity to
bim. Communion, and fellowthip with Gob, is the great
end and defign of the gofpel, and is the refult of all chriftian
progrefs : it is not only the greateft part of religion, but
the very reward of it; piety hath its reward of happinefs,
in its own bofom : it is that which perfumes and {wyeetens
the foul with joy and delight, and creates holy affetions,
and a difpofition towards Gop, fothat the will isin a good
degree fwallowed up in the ocean of Gob’s divine fove-
reignty. When chriftians love Gop, and walk in bis tefti-
monies, they are not barren or unfruitful ; but they increafe
in unity one with another : which is a matter of {uch im-
porgance, and utility to the church of Gop, that our glori- .
ous Redeemer, juft before bis bitter {ufferings, was engaged
in praycr to ALMIGHTY Gob, that bis people might be
onc, as be a1 the Father were one. Blefled be Gop, we
truft we have enjoyed, 1n fome mealure, the effect of bis
fervent prayer, in our prefent Convention, while a meafure
of union and harmony fubfifted among us; we joyfully ex-
perienced the truth of the declaration-in Prov. xxvii. 17.
“ ion fharpencth iron ; {fo a man fharpencth the counte-
nance of his friend.™

We were much refrefhed by the coming of our b;cthrén

rom
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from variouvs ffarts, which we deem a confirmation of our
duty to continue our annual conventions, as thereby we
hear from the churches, and learn their pro‘grefs in religion.
Surely they who fear the Lorp, will often fpeak one to ano-
ther. Heaven itfelf confifts in union to Gop. The more
divine union we have one with another, the inore beavenly
we are ; thercfore, let us be ¢ endeavouring to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” Eph. iv. 3.
Then will the Gop of peace be with you, and blefs you.

“ And now, brethren, we commend you to Gad, and
to the word of bis grace, which is able to build you up, and
to give you an inheritance among all them which are fanc-
tified.” A&ts xx. 32. ¢ And the very Gop of peace fanc-
tify you wholly : and we pray Ger your whole fpirit, and
foul, and body, be preferved blamelefs unto the coming of
our Lorp Jesus CHrist.” Amen and Amen.

- Signed in behalf of the affociation.

SIMEON BROWN, Moderator.
VALENTINE W. RATHBUN, Clerk.
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