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MINU1TED
OF THE
Stonington Baptift Aflociation,

HELD AT

COLCHESTER,
At Elder Chriftopher Palmer’s

Meeting-Houlfe,

Oétober 15th, 1793.
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MINUTELS &

’

TULSDAY, QOcTtos:r 15th, 1797,

1. {.DER Fohn Leland, from the Shaftfbury Afthciation, delivered
the introdu@ory Sermon, from Acts, xvi. 17.

2. Af.er worfhip procceded to bufinefs.

Brother Chriftoplicr Palmer was chofen Moderator, and Brother
Aja Spatdizy, Clerk.

3. Letters from the Churches were read.
N. B. Minilers names in ttalic.  Thole to whole names an ¢ is prefixel, wears not pre.

fent. From the Churches maiked thus ®. we recaaved no intelligence. ————— [aili s de-
note no fettled Minifer.

. . 212125 Z
Churches. Minifters and M :[enger, a ? 213 3
‘ = C
1. Stonington, Eleaxer Brownm, 2 146
Herry Hewet,
2. Stonington, Simeon Brownr, 3 1] 5 1 195
Zebulon Brown,
Robert Sranion,
Afa Spalding,
3. Stonington, Valentine I¥. Rathbun, ¢ 1 48
1. Groton, Timothy Wightmae, 2 152
Samuel Lanb,
Benadam Gallup,
2. Groton, , 40
Jofeph Allyn,
Saybrook, Elipbalet Lefter, 37
Jofeph Carter,




Churches

F.xeter,

® South-King®n,

( 4

MinAeis and 2of ngers.

Se! men 8;rague, ¢
Jofepy Wells,
James Loewis,
Pardon T Vinghatt,
Len-amin Weight, +

Church forme:'s ¢of

South-Kingitun, no. of

Richmound.

¢ Well.(reenwich,

t. Colchettcr,
3. Colcheller,
Richmond,
Hampton,
Montville,

8. Chatham,

2. Woodftcck,

2. Chatham,

New-London,

2. Afhford,
3. Afhford,

Eaft-Haddam,

B.njamin Barler,

Ll;:*a Green, %
Chriffopber Palmer,
Aia Rardal,
Jeremiah Rogers,
stel Pa'mer,

Ju]lﬂ Chapd.
Alz Rogers,

-

““»
Gideon Babeock,
Sand: Perkins,

Noah Adams,
Stephen Utly,
Reulen Palmer,
Jeuiel Rogers,

Solomon Wheat,
E'ijah Hodges,
Elenezer Hainis,
Amos 1,
1aiah Lyon

Confllant Welch,
Randal Shattuck,
George Gates,
Zadock Darrasv,
Jafper Grifiin,
Charles Brown,
Fekn Ratbbun,

David Bolles,
Simeon Dickinfon,
Afa Hervey,
Jofeph Davis,
Jofiah Lyon,
John Biggalow,
Enoch Brockway,

Total,
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The three lalt mentioned Churches were received into our fellowflip the prefent year.
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. Received! a Letter and Minutes trom the Danbury Afluciation, Ly
their MetTengors, Elder Allibel Hofmer, Elder Jiac Roats, and L.
ther Amos luttle.

5. Reccived a l.etter and Minutes from the New-York Affociation,
by their Meflenger, Flder Charles Lohatt,

6. Reccived Minutes from the Nhaftibury Affociation, by thaw
Mecifenger, Elder John Leland, but no Letter.

7. Received Minutes from thc Philadelphia Affociation.

8. Appointed Elder John Leland, and Llder John Rathbun, to draw
the Letter to the Correlponding Aflociations.

Adjourned till 9 o’Clock T'o-morrow Morning.
Public Worlhip this Evening in various parts of the Vicinity.

O

WEDNESDAY, O¢loler 16th.

Met purfuant to Adjournment.

9. Read the Letter to the Correfponding Affociations and Approved.

10. Appointcd our Brethren, Amos Wells, and Pardon 'T'illinghalt,
our Meflengers to the Shaftibury Affociation. Benjamin Barber, and
Robert Stanton, our Meflengers to the Warren Aflociation.  Joha _
Rathbun, Chriftopher Palmer, Solomon Wheat, and Benadam qulup,
our Meffengers to the Danbury Affociation. - ,adock Darrow, Valun-
tine W. Rathbun, and Jofeph Wells, our Meflengers to the New-York
Aflociation. Alfo voted that the Brethiren to the New-York Affocia-
tion, prepare and forward, Jetters to the Philadelphia Affociation, and
the Virginia General Committee, together with our Minutes.

11. Appointed the Clerk to diaft coppies of our Correfponding Let-
ters, to the {feveral Affociations, and fet the Moderators’ name to themn,
and convey them to the feveral Meflengers.

12. Read the Circular Lcetter, and approved the fame.

13. Agreed to the following Supplies for deftitute Churches.

Church of Hampton.
Brother Abel Palmer, 3d Lord’s-day in November.
Reuben Palmer, 3d in December.

Eleazer Brown, it in May.
Simeon Brown, it ———— in July.
Benjamin Barber, 3d e in jJune.
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Church of Richmo.l.
Brother Simeon DBrown, b Sord's-day i Aprit.
Chiiftoplicr Pulmer, 3 em— in My,
Valuntine W. Rathbun, 1t e in Auguit.

Amos W ils, 1t in Scptember.
Church of Exeter,

Brother Z.adock Darrow, il Lord's-day in {ul".

Simeon Brown, it in November.
2. Church of Chatham.

Brother Simeon Dickinfon, 3d Lord’s-day in November.
—-  Solomon Whest, 3l - in December.

--~— Abel Palmer, 3 e——ee in Mav.

~---== Zadock Darrow 3d ——— i Apiil.

14. Appointed Eldcrs John Rathbun, and Amos Wells, to write the
Circular Letter for next year.

15. Appointed the Clerk to fuperintend the piinting our Minautcs,

16. Our next Aflociation, to be held at Elder Eleazer Brown's Meet-
ing-Houfe, in Stonington, the third ‘l'uefduy in Oclober, 1794, 10
O'Cbck A. M. )

(Cizcvrar LEeTTER.)

The Elders, and Brethren Meflenpers, from the feveral Baptit Charclies which thev repre.
fent. (Being metin Affociation.) Maintaining the important Dollrines, of tnree Equal
Perfons in the GOD-HEAD : Eternal Eleion: Onginal 8in: free Jullification, by
the Righteoufnefs of Chrit Imputed ; Efficacious Grace, in Regereration ; Firal Per.
feverance of Saints : the Refurre@ion of the Dead : the General Juigment, as the Laft
Day; and the Life Everlafting. With the Independence of the feveral Churches they

t; unto whom they fend Chriftian Salutation.

-

A FEW THOUGHTS ON CHARITY.

Dzxar BRETHREN,

WELL may we adopt the language of St. Paul : (notwith-
ftanding all our attainments, whether fpeculative, or cxperimental :)
without Charity we are nothing.——Charity defined is Love. There-
fore confidering man’s true charaler, in his fallen eftate, he is deftitute
of it. Neverthelefs, the foundation is laid for a reftoration, of that
loft image: in that a Saviouris provided : which unf{peakable Gift,
originated, from that unfathomable fountain of Love in Dcitge: of
which we muft partake; in order to exercife that Grace defcribed In
I. Cor. xiii. 4, §, 6,7 : where we havethe properties of Chsgihty ,.:t large.

arity,
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¢ har lt\, is th t afedion of Love, which moves vs to hold our nelgho
i L deassor Vo defive, and feek iheir good tn every thing, which is
cr. waie thear s and that for Chiite's !a!\&, qumz‘.mr to the will of
G, e habit of Charity infuled, is not the jm.nu.ntxon of a fin-
Ler tefore GOLL Firfl, becsule one virtue, cannot be our wlhole
Rightcoutnels.  Secondly, becaufc it is the truit of jullification .
Wiiereas, Chuity s fuid, Rom. xiiiL 10, to be the fulillling of the:
Law : it is to e underilood, of pcrete@®, and complete Charvity, which
is contained in all parts, and precepts of the Law - as appearcth from
Rom. xiit. 9, bat it will not follow in any good confequence 5 thut,
beczufe perfect Charity is commanded in the “whole Law : thereforc it
is perfermed perfedily, by the Saints : for as our knowledge is in part
fo is our Clintity ¢ we can Love no farther than we know. Neverthe-
lefs, the knowledee of our Saviour is perfeét; {ois his Love : for
faith the beloved apn‘llc John, GOD is Love, and again, inlpiration
faith, that he is the brightnels of the Father’s glory : and the exprefs
image of lis porfon.  Therefore, we are dependant on another, for
Juitification.  Note ulo, that Charity is not always put for the affe&tion
of Love : but for the actions and duties of Love : as 1. Tim. i. g, 6
Now the ¢nd of the commandment is Charity, out of a pure heart, snd=~=*
of a good confiience § and of faith unfeigned : ricm which, fome having
fwerved, have :-.srnﬂl afide unto vain jangling : according to that in I,

John iii. 18 My hittle childeen, let us 7ot Love in word, ncither in
tongue, but in tl'x.d and in truth. Sce alfo James, ii. 15, 16 and as
theie duticr, ond attious, are cnmmandcd, and enjoined in the facred
icripiures : .nd arc a criterion, by which we may trv ourtelves.

Therefore .(t us purfue the fubject a little farther. L'oward the
peorle cf the wo, ld among whom vou live, let vour meckne!s, pru-
dence, juttice. nd Lovc ; ke fuch as may obtain and preferve, in vou,

that nnport":u Chara&ter of a follower of the meck and lowly Jefus :

let your Loc¢ to vour carnal neighbours be feen, by a readinefs to do
them all the gcod in your power ; but efpecially ; in thofe things which
may have a tendency, direétly or indirectly, to bring their fouls to
GOD, through Jefus Chrift. "And as to Chriitians of other denomina-
tions, labour to fhun that narrow, bigoted principle, which prevents,
fome, from either thinking, or hopmg well of them who do not believe

and pratice juft according to their views, of what is right, and fcrip-
tural, in matters of religion. Dare we fay, we are right in every
thing ; that we underftand, and obey every fcripture exa@ly according
to the defign of its divine author ? fuch confidence would not become

us ;
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- us; fhall we pref‘ume to {ay, that profeflors of other denominations

are right In nothing ? GOD forbid : let us exercife more of that Chari-
..ty whxch hopeth all things, &c. If want of Love to our neighbours,
) "'\n&Chuﬂnns of other dcnominations, is fo pernicious ; how bad muft
* it be to be deficient amenglt ourfclves ! ? Chriftians, cf thc fame Church,
" meet at oue placc, for worfhip, come round one table ; and if it thould

ever be fcen ammongft yourfelves and efpecially by the world that you
_do not lave as brethren, how hurtful will this be ? what a want of evi-
. dence to the world that we 2re Chrift difciples ?  Oh Brethren : watch
-gad pray againft every thing that may Lave a tendency, to cool your

Love toward oue another : (h how goocd and how pleaiant it is, for

brethren to dwell together in the exercife of that precious Gracc.
It brings in a witnefs, that we have pafled from death unto life : which
. Is comforting to the mind it likewile gives evidence to others that we
have been with Jeius. And as this is the Grace that never faileth,
when we have done with other Militant Graces : therefere {uffer us to
addrefs you in the language of St. Paul, have fervent Charity among
yourfelves : for Charity, fhall cover a multitude of fins. Put on Cha-
rity, which is the bond of perfeé@nefs : And the very GOD of peace
e_~ﬁm&|fy vou wholly : and we pray GOD, your whole {pirit, and foul,
and qu\, be preferved blamelefs, unto the coming of our Lord and
S aviour. Jefus Chrift.  Aven,

Sizned by order of the Affociation,
CHRISTOPHER PAL.MER, Moderator.
ASA SPALDING, Clerk.




