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TUESDAY, Ocrosrr 21it,

1. T,'LLDER Isaac Backus preached the introdultory
Sermer, from Puiv. iil. 1§.—¢ Let us therefore,
re many as be perfefl, be thus minded : and if in any thing
ye be otkerwife minded, God foall reveal even this unte you.”

2. After public worfhip, proceeded to bufinefs.

Brother Cpuus"romza Parmer was chofen Moderator,
and Brother Varentine W. RaTHBUN, Clerk,

3. Read ihe legters from the feveral Churches, and took
the following account of the members who have been ad-
ded, difmiffed, excluded ; or who have died the paft year,
with the prefent number in ¢ach Church,

N. B. Minifters’ names in capitals.—Licenfed preachers in italic.—

Thofe Minifters to whofe names this mark * is fixed, wers not.prefent,
—Dafhes ——————— dencte no fettled Minifter.

/
Churches, Minifiers and Meffengers, >| O] & ol g
SHEHE
TlElE T
1, Stonington,  ELEAZER BROWN, a1 g T145
Peleg Randall,
Jofhua Babe ck,
Nathan Chapman, I 1 1
e, Stonington, = SIMEON BROWN, 2 e! 1} 194
Robert Stanton, !
Afa Spalding,
Zcbulon Brown, ﬁ
3. Stonington, = VALENTINE W,RATHBUN, 2] 46
Groton, *TIMOTHY WIGHTMAN, | 8 1] 182
Peter Avery,
Benadam Gallup, jun,
Savbrook, ELIPHALET LESTER, k gl 1 al 3o
Bcnjamin Watrous, |
Excter, 2 1 2
Thomas Jamcs, ’ o| 49
Jofeph Wells, |
Pardon Tilinghatt,
Church formcrlyl
of 8. Kinglton, + BENJAMIN BARBER, jun, e 2| 6%
ruw Richmond, J
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Welt-Greenwich, -*ELISHA GREZN,

i. Colcheitcr,

s. Colchefter,

Richmond,
ﬁampton,
Montviﬂc,
1. Chatham,

2. Woodftock,
‘2. C‘h'azham,
New-London,
2, Aﬂiford, |

3. Afhford,
Eaft-Haddam,

Plaingeld,

Samuel Peckham,
Griflin Lewis,
CHRISTOPHER PALMER,
Afa Randall,

ABEL PALMER,
James Rogers,
Lemuclj Minor,
Sands Herkins,
PETER, ROGERS,
Mofes [Fdmonds,
REUBEN PALMER,
E)kana,h Comftuck,

Ebenezer Harris,
Aaron Bell,
AMOY WELLS,
Robert| Baxter,
Aaron Barret,

Conftant Welch,
John Welch,

.ZADOCK DARROW,

Jethro Beebe,

- Charles Brown, .

Thomas Smith,
JOHN RATHBUN,
Philip  Patter,

’
Edmund Chamberlin,
*SIMEON DICKINSON,
Jofeph Dauvis,
John Bigelow,
NATHANIEL COLE,
William Clark,
‘Thomas Smith,

Total,
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- N. B, This laft Chuich was received the prefent year,

4. Received and read Letters from our fiter Affociati-
ans.  From the Philadelphian, we reccived no Acconnts.
From the Danbury, a Letter and Minutes, by the hand
of their Mrflengers, Elders Epaphras Thompfion, and Ru.-
fus Bubcock. From the Shaftfbury, a L.etter and Min-
utes, by their Meffenger, Elder Eber Moffawe.  From the
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Warren, a Letter and Minutes, by their Mcifengers, El-
der Ifaac Backus, and Elder Peter P. Roots. Ailfo Mi-
nutes from the New-York, Charlefton, and Bowdoinham
Affociations.

5. Appointed Elders Tfaac Backus, Peter P. Roots, and
Amos Wells, tc prepare a Letter again{t to-morrow Mor-
ning to the feveral correlponding Affociations. Con-
cluged with Prayer by Brother Abel Palmer.

Adjourned to g o’clock ths following Morn:ng.

Sermon in the Evening by Brother Peter P. Roots,
from 2d Tinm. Wi, 16.—=5¢ Al feripture is givem by in/pi-
 ration of God.”

v il S

WepnEspAY, O&ober 22d.
Met agreeable to adjournment.

1. The bulinefs of the day was opened with prayer by
the Moderator.

2. Read and accepted the letter to the {everal correfpon-
ding Affociations.

3. Invited Elder Solomon Wheat, and other brethren
prefent to {it and.advife with us in the Aflociation.

4. Read the Circular letter—appointed to revife the
fame, our brethren Eliphalet Lefter, Reuben Palmer and
Abel Palmer.

§. Chofe rthe following as Meflengers to our fifter Af-
fociations : To the Warren, brother Pardon Tillinghaft.
To the Shaftfbury, brethren Eliphalet Lefter and Thomas
Smith. To the Danbury, brethren Eleazer Brown, Pe-

ter Rogers and Jofeph Davis. To the New-York, bro-
ther Valentine W, Rathbun.

6. Brother Valentine W. Rathbun, is requefted to for-
ward a letter and minutes to the Philadelphian Affuciation.

7. Received by the hand of Elder Ifaac Backus, the
minutes of the General Committee of Warren, Shaftfbury
and Bowdoinham Afluciations, convened at Sturbridge,
September 16th, 1794. And chofe brethren John Rath-
~ bun, Peter Rogers and Valentine W. Rathbun, to attend
their next propofed Convention, at Charlton, the third
Wednelday in June next, at 2 o’clock, P. M.

8. The Circular letier, as amended was again read, and
agcepted,

;
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[ 6 1]
- 9. Agréed upon the following fupplies for deftitute
Churches : RicumonD.
Brother Simeon Brown, 4ch Lord’s-Day in Nov. and 4th
in April.
w——— Peleg Randall, 4th in Muy,
«———— Reuben Falmer, 4th in Auguft.
ExETER.
Brother  Simeon Brown, 3d in Ne:ewmber,
——— Peleg Randall, 1ft in Apnil.
wsm— Recuben Palmer, 1t ir. May.
Zadock Darrow, 1it in July.
2d CHATHAM.

Brother Simeon Dickinfon, 3d in November,
—— Snlomon Wheat, 3d in December.
m———-= Reuben Palmer 2d in March.
e——— Zadock Darrow, 3d in April.
Abel Palmer, laft in May.

, 3d ASHFORD.
Brother John Rathbun, 3d in Nov. and 3d in April,
—————- Reuben Palmer, 1ft in December.
—— Amos Wells, 4th in February.
Peter Rogers, 3d in March.
Peleg Randall, 2d in September. '

10. Appointed brother Peter Rogers, to write the Cir-
cular letter for next year. |
" 11. Voted, To hold our next Affociation, at Elder A-
mos Wells’s Meeting-Houfe in Woodftock, the third
Tuefday in O&ober, 1795.

12. Brother Valentine W. Rathbun, is requeited to fu-
perintend the printing of the minutes. '

Concluded with prayer by brother Rufus Babcock.

N. B. As it is the requeft of fome of the members of the Shafif.
bury Affociation, that the feveral Affociations, correfponding with
them, would print their annual minutes in fizeable oftave;, by which,
they judge a valuable end might be anfwered. Agreed,

(CIRCULAR LETTER)
Tur StoniNncTON BArtisT AssociaTioN, To THE CHurcHES
WITH WHOM THEY ARE CONNFECTED, :
€race be unto you,and peace from God our FATHER, and the Lox»
Jesus Carisr,
Birover BreTHREN,

T Batlf pleafed the Supreme Governor of the
Univerfe, t indueige us with another agreeable interview,
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‘The profperity of fome of our Churches, and the fteadfaft.
nefs and harmony among our brethren generally, afford
us great pleafure. The invaluable purpofes of our affo-
ciating together have, we humbly hope, been anfwered.—
And as we are about to clofe the prefent feffion, we would
(in conformity to.our ufual practice) circulate among you
a letter of advice, touching thofe things which refpeé your
peacE. The great bead of the Church, who is ¢ the
prince of peace,” diretted bss followers to ¢ bave peacs
one with amother.” Mark ix. §0. ¢ Be af PEACE among
yourfelves,” was the Apoftolic injunétion, 1ft Thefl. v. 13,
“ Let us therefore follow after the things which make for
PEACE.” Rom. xiv. 19. “ Great peAcE bave they which

bove thy law.” Pfal. cxix. 165. Churches that prattice,

according to the laws of Cbrif, have peace. We are
direted to ¢ follow PEACE with 4ll men.” Heb. xii. 14.
And we are exhorted, alfo, as we have opportunity, to do
good unto all men, efpecially unto them who are of t
houthold of faith. Gal. vi. 10. '

What fhall we fay then, brethren, are they not culpa-
ble, who do not obferve the divine rule; who, by theirig«
norance of the rules of difcipline and right government of
the Church of Cbrif#, caufe difcord in Churches, particu-
larly, when they are offended, inftead of going to the ofs
fender, to tell him his faule, they divulge it diforderly to
another member, and that member divu%

v. 13. |

Again, Is he not alfo culpable, who, when his bro-
ther hath trefpafled againft him, inftead of a&ing according:
to the rules of Cbrif#, he concealeth the matter from the-

offender and every body elfe, ieft he fhould be looked
upon as a contentious perfon, and thereby fuffer fin upon
his brother, and is become guilty of other men’s fins; and
thereby, alfe, fuffer the name of GOL,, his holy' profeflion,
~ and the Church to lic under a reproach by his negle&.

AH which, is contrary to the exprefs rule given by our
Lorp Jesus CurisT. Matt. xviil. 15, 16, 17. * Moreo-
ver, if thy brother fbail trefpa/s againf thee, go and tell

ges it to another, .
and fo a number of members become tattlers and talebear-
ers, which is a black charater, fee Lev. xix. 16. Prov..
xi. 13.—Xviii. §.—x%. 19.—%xvi, 20, 22. and 1ft Tim,

SUSpT———— b
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- bim bis fault between thee and bim alone : if be foall bear
thee, thew baft gained thy brother; but if be will ne* bear
thee, then take wiib thee one or two more, that i the mouth
of twe or three witneffes, every word may be effablifbed, and
if be fhall nsglect to bear them, tell it unto the Church: bui
if be negleéi to bear the Cbar:b let bzm be unto thee as an
beatben man and a publican.”

But left you fhould fail in your attcm"t toreftore a bro-
ther who is an offénder, by lacking 2 "fuitable frame of
mind, fee that you are in prefent poffeffion of love, meek-
nefs, zeal carefulnefs, fear, vehement defire, &c. ¢ Breth-
rven, if a man be cvertaken in a fault, ye wbhich are [piritual
reflore fuch an one in the [pirit of meeknefs ; confia¢ring thy-
Jelf, left thou alfo be tempted. Bear ye one anotbers burdens,
and fo fulfilthe law of CurisT.” Gal. vi. 1, 2. read,
alfo, Col. ui. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. May you, dear
brethren, be of that charalter, and enjoy the blcﬁmg pro-
.pounced. in Matt. v. g.

‘We wifh that brotherly love may rontmuc we there-
fore < befecch you that ye walk worthy of the vocation
'wberewst/ ye are called ; witv all Ic'wlzm"; and meekne[s,
with lowg fuffering, forbearmg one cnotber in love ; endea-
Vouring 10 keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
Eph. iv. 1, 2, 3.

We will with Ifrael’s King, me cxxil. 6,7. ¢ Pray
for the PEACE of Ferufalem : tbe] Shall profper that love
thee. PrAcCE be within thy wall:, and profperity within
iby palaces.”

e Now tbe Lord of. PEACE bimfelf give you PEACE. al-
_ways, by all means.” « Finally, bretbren, farewel. - Be
perfell, be of good comfort, bé qf one mind, live in PEACE ;
and tbe GOD of love and PEACE fhall be with you.”
AMEN

Smncd in behalf of the Affociation,
CHRISTOPHER PALMER, Moderator.
“VALENTINE W. RATHBUN, Clerk.



