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Baptists. Connecticut. Stonington Association, 1796.
Minutes ... at Groton, October 18th and 19th, 1796.
New London, 1796.
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| Showsugton Assoctation, L
Coavened.at Groton, O&cber 18th and ‘9*,
o 1796
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Aber Miner,
VALENT. W. RATHBUN, 1
Filnathsn Fellows,

David Minor,
TIMO, WIGHTMAN, (¢) l, “,
Peter Avery, ‘

K Ais age, ond 4od of his minifiry, _
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Sathac, my father, the chasist of Ifraal snd the herfolien
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Benadam Gallup, j
Samuel Lin'b,-P e

Saybrook, ¢ ELIPHALET LEST *

Exeter, | emm— —_—
e Parden 7}23‘, /
ofeph Tt
nathan Dean,
+ Cslmtch ,{omaedy l : _
of South Kingften, \ > BEN JAMIN BARB
now of thh“-‘lond, " iyt mubpnivin ( )
Vell Greenwich, & ELISHA CREEN,
‘ ' Ahnm‘RiMﬁ,‘ ER FALMER,

-

A% Rasdal |
ed. ColeheRer, 2 cmeem,
viche: ‘gm
il
Saddé Perking, -~
am A
PIo% Williaea Bliott,
Thomas Grow.
Montville, . REUBEN PALMER,
" Jehiel Rogers,
1, Chatham, .
' , Caleh Tenant,
Fbenezer Harri bR W -
=d. Woodflock, AMOS WEL S
: ' , l{aiah Lyon,
ed. Chathar, ,
o ? - Squire Goff,

Samuel Arnold,
New-Lencen, ZADOCK DARRGW,
. ’ Lemuel Darrow, :
Nebemiah Dodge,
Charles Brown, jun.
¢ 24, Afnford, ¢ JOHN RATHBUN,

+3d. Afhfi :
¥ A \or‘ﬂ, " ® David Bolles,

E:ft-Haddam, SIMEON DICKINSON,
~© " Jofiah Hungerford,
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£8) This pirns and ufeful bratherin the miniftry, digd Oﬂ_okrv:_g’

1706. in the 331 year of hus age,
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“ Be thou faithful unto deathyand I will. give thee

a crown of
Kevelation,



Painfald, « NATHANIEL COLE,

. aks Mpfpn,
iifingly PE ERS
Kiffi=gly, PET RS,

.- zg__- Qqs 19"6

wnddpiipenes -
N, B ‘l‘h 1af church wes received the pufem feflion.
.. g~ Read the letlers from fifter affociation, Fraem the Philadelphian
we received no inteltigtnee. Frota the Shaftfbury. we received a

letrer sng ninuates, by their mellenger, brother St Olmfted. A
letter, but no nmutz fron the Wanen. by their meflerger, broiker

Robere Sunton. bury, » leuu', Dut no minures, by |
their wm Smith. or and minutes. but
o gérs, with other
brothren to lit in cqqo:T rdi us,
& citcular letty ared by, b Palm:;tndt}c
ﬁaf uy letter, bmtﬁct mnos \\ ells ; wese reack ard
S eo-nup&.

pPointed brothey Srincon D ‘ckinfon te wme the circulsr fettocn
%ﬁ , and bmhzrl’dgrkpgen the !eh 2of coriel onder.cc.
thcfoilovm‘ n ou -eﬁ 18 to eur flter affi.:.
dtiohs, To the Dunby 7By o\umd Amnold.” To the
r bmbrﬁn h Tinmghaﬂ and Sards Pcrfs s, To ilc
= h‘ - brctfmep Va c:"i% w, ‘i’l‘a!&bu{(:;d Snmco:ﬂ?xgk!“fu
t MM&I 'a! ing at and Ro tarren,
pb" 'I"fn der& nquclea z?;orwud sur minutes to the Philadc!-
ian ifidsintion, .
d.goumod until nipe odcck}p_ponow mmw;, .
Pullli¢ weithip this cmang in vaiious paiti of the vicluity,

detjday _U&nlm' 191}4

according to adj nt. and
..3. Setmon by brother $imeon chzufoq,lmm: Cor. iv. 5 “ Fr
fq md uc mjd-u, but Chrift ]yu the Lﬂd and u';/mm 5

s 'ihe lnjtorre[pondmg letters, as revifed |~y our rorm-.
nmep, werg read and accepted, Vou:d, that they be primed with
our minytes, |

3 Agrecd ta the followmg fupplies :—

- 2d. €Corcuasven,
" Brother Peiex Rogeis, the firit Lord’s Day in Apnl
Ricuroxnn.
Brother Simeon Browa, fourth in Nov. and famh in Ar
. = Zadock Dartow, fomth in May,

e~ Vilestine W, Rathbyn, third in July,
. cemes Simecn Dickinfen, fourth in Augult,

w——— Amos Wells, fourth in Seprember. .



A from the church at Hampton~#
ww,iaunu tbe Father, Son snd Holy cm

::htb eaoﬂnndnna petislic
hor cv:dam nondth:slpdbag
mmmdmhn,oughtw be teeavd as a bapti
Voted, to defer this query to our next annual conventiom,

f MV n% h&huunquhdmfupmnum
pnn of the minutes,
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hon&.mﬂew-l.ondoa.ththrdT in O&ober, 19
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Buﬁneﬁhuqﬁmﬂei,hﬂhu!m peayer,
Cucux.an er'rxn.
The Eiders and Mcffengers of the Stoming m sciption, met st Grotom,
! nlbuﬂt&ud:gudq: 1196
foucCAmku&q

Baraves Bazrmasy, BY the proteRion and fmiles of heaven,

and have now emjoyed another com anniverfary interview,

‘We have had tidiags from the feveral churches ; and have received

httmfmnfo-e our fifter affociatiens, We have receivesd foue
sgreesble intalligence ﬁmmmqm.m

-mleln d -«::;.:m.u‘:‘

Znnﬂull ml' ,"tbemyu unwearied, in ferm :ngfdna-?
aadeaecuu'qp,l“m to feduee, if it were poffibie, ev clel,
In the former ages of dnehmh,thedcvilwud:fpo&duuhtbe
feri to anfwer his purpofes, and to fay, “ it és written ;” he

in the charalter of an of light, and fo deceived fouls,
and a flood of errors was breached—The air vvay dirk.
encd—The churches were The fons of Zion were wound.

Someti Sam\utenprdtofulﬁkm oftbel‘enﬂmu.
and fometimes another ; Mﬂn!hcanwu::whmhe
(danngly)tou&eonﬁe. on all the facred velume : and the divi-
ding line will be drawn, (not between the fevéral denominations of
chnlhus M)Mm&nhmudmﬁdeh,bhh Bibie is the
mu-ptadpﬂofmy even fome loading charalers in town

and fiate, treat 1t with difregard and comanpt

Will not thele things, {erve (as a mean) to unite real chnitians, of
all denominations, (howenr they may difagres in fome lofler-matters
of the law) and influence them to en in the war, to “ centend

earneftly for the faith onee delivered to the faints ?” The holy

fures—how precious is that facred volume ! As it is the invention of
be’ Haly Ghoft, it is full of infinite wildom and eloquence, even the
wifdom aod cloquence of the great auther : it is the counlellor and
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This is 2 word of Talvation ; f(oi' “ d?c zolpel of C&riﬁ ib die 8053
of Grd unto faivition, to every ome that Selieveth.” Rom. i, 16. “ Re-
ceive sith gpeeknels the ingrafted word, which is able 16 fave ‘youp
fouls.” Jam.i. s1. Itis the flower ind quinteflence of foul- ?in'
wifdom'; for the facred fcripture, is the infallible rule of fq‘i;h,’-fth;
unmoveable ground of hope—the perfel guide of life—the foul
flore-houfe of provifions —the fpiritual arfenil of munition —the G-
cred fuel of devotion, and the everlafting fpring ef celeftial conlola
tion., There, are divine fut;s8s for the centemplative mind. AE
that is there taught, is truth, All that is there cominanded, is ',
nefs. All that 1s there promifed, is happimefs. This word, is 0 the
blind, a light—to them that wander, a guide—to them that are in
diftrefs, a confolation—to them that doubt, a counfellur, and 10 the
unlearned, a teacher. This is the [ced, whereby we are {itg‘ou:n. and
the balm, whereby we are rofrefhed,  As the fun is to the world, fo
iz the wotd te the church ;: The light of our life, and the life of qur
fouls, This is bread, to Feed us—lrink, to quench our thitk —6re, t0
purge us—oil, to loften us—a Raff, to uphold us—a treafure, to en.
rich us—a light to diret us—a guide to conduft us—a weapon to de-
fend us—flagons of wine, and apples, to comfort us : and t.me would
fail us, to tell you of all the advantages arifing therefrom ; but whil
we read, we may exult and fay,—Oh, the hoight, and the depth o
the {acred fcriptures ! And while many diﬁne theis duthority, let ui
prize them a3 we ought, and adote the author, i
~ % Finally, Brethren, whatfoever things are true, whatfoever things
are honeft, whatfoever things are juft, whatfoever things are pure,
whatfoever things are lovely, whatfoever things are of good report ;
if there beany virtue andif therebe any praife, think on thefe things.
Thofe things which ye have both learned and received, and kzard 3nd
feen in” the foriptures, “do: sud the God of peace thail be with
you.” Amen.
) o
CorresronpiNGe LerTER.
The Stonington Afeciation, to the Correfponding Afwciations, fendeth
chriftian falutatren. perf
. F God is *he higheft ection of happinsis,
?un Brermnew, and the beft gble govd to his creatnl:‘e‘t ; it
is altogstlier reafonable that 4is intelligent creatures, fhoald not on-
Iy ackno-lodge im, as the fountain of all good ; but as their pro-
per 65jc .. of adoration and praife : whofe high prérogative it is, to
claim, acd 42 doth juftls deferve, the fincere a%e@ions of cvery bu-
man heart ; and that, to be exercifed upon 4is adorable perfeitions,
with unabated zeal.
Without real love, and afefion to €od and 2is caufe—withont
a true relith for real revealod religivn: we cannot be in & fiire place.
of defence, nor in ai 2@ual readinefs, to oppofe the *¢ Max of fiz,”
with his iniquitons errors, that not only threatenus, as near at hand ;
but are already ¢ come in like a Aood.”” It may {perhaps) be con-
fideréd a daringly brave oppofition to fuperior numbers ; but itis
trely a chriftian cuterprife to ftem the torrent of infideliry, and im-
morality, pecaliar to the age, in which we live. Although we are
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This is a word of Talvation ; f(oi"‘d?a'dfpdof C‘r‘ﬂﬁﬁe“ﬁ% |

of God unto falvition, to every ome that Believeth.” Rom. i, 1. « Re:
cerve with peeknels the ingrafted word, which is able 16 fave ‘{ou?
fouls.” Jaum.i. a1, Itis the flower ind quinteflence of foul-laving
wifdom'; for the facred fcripture, is the infallible rule of ﬁ‘iih,‘—}h:
unmoveable ground of hope—the perfcl guide of life—the foul
flore-houfe of provifions —the fpiritual arfenil of munition —the {p
cred fuel of devotion, and the evetlafting fpring of celeRial confofﬁ-
tion., There, are divine fut;jc8s for the cenicmplative mind Al
that is there taught, is truth, All that is there comnimanded, is good.
nefs. Al that 1s there premifed, is happinefs. This word, i w0 the
blind, a light—to them that wander, a guide—to them that are in
diftrefs, a confolation—to them that doubt, a counfellur, and 10 the
unlearned, a teacher. Thisis the feed, whereby we are i:"eg'ouen. and
the balm, whereby we ate rofrefhed,  As the lun is to the world, fo
is the word te the church : The light of our life, and the life of qur
fouls, This is bread, to feed us—sirink, to quench our thirR —f6re, to
purge us—aoil, to foften us—a Raff, to uphold us—a treifuie, to en-
rich us—a light to dire® us—a guide to condult us—a weapon to de-
fend us—fRagons of wine, and apples, to comfort us : and t.me would
fail us, to tell you of all the advantages arifing therefrom ; but whil
we read, we may exult and fay,—Oh, the height, and tha depth of
the facred fcriptures ! And while many difpute theur authority, let us
prize them as we ought, and adote the author, .
% Finally, Brethren, whatfoever things are true, whatfoever things
are honeft, whatfoever things are juft, whatfoever things are pure,
whatfoever things are lovely, whatfoever things are of good report ;
I there beany virtue and if there be any prai(e, think on thefe things.
Thofe things which ye have both learned and received, and kzard 3nd
feen in” the foriptures, “do: sud the God of peace thail be with
you.” Ames.
) , ~—
CorresronpING LerTER.
The Stonington Afeciation, to the Correfponding Affeciations, fendeth
ehrifian falutation, ion of -
: F Ged is *he higheft ion of happincis,
Deax Breranzy, and the beft poﬂgible g::c-lfto his crestul:ﬂ ; it
is altogethicr reafonable that 4is intelligent creatures, fhoald not on-
Iy acknolodge him, as the fountain of all good ; but as their pro-
Per o%jc .« of adoration and praife : whofe high prévogative it is. to
claim, acd 4¢ doth juftls deferve, the fincere ae@ions of cvery ha-
fman heart ; and that, to be exercifed upon 4is adorable perfeltiuns,
with unabated zeal.
Withoat real love, and a¥eftion to God and 2is caufe—without
u true relith for real revealod religion: we cannot be in a fiire place.
of defence, nor in aii 2@ual readinefs, to oppofe the ¢ Max of fiz,”
with his iniquitons errovs, that not only threatenus, as near at hand ;
but are already ‘“ came in like a dood.” It may (perhaps) be con-
fidered a daringly brave oppofition to fuperior numbers ; but itis
trely a chriftian enterprife to ftem the torrent of infideliry, and im-
morallty, pecaliar to the age, in which we live, Although we are
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direRly shreatened with the whipping poli—with tbe dungron—
ﬁn fire, z' wich the fword : it is abundzgtly manifeft, that futin Las
sot loff bisiqhuence, nor unreconciled finners the enmity of their
hearts. Satan'is yet induftrioufly engaged, to deftroy if pothibic)
gl P , from the earth. And if fire, and the iword, sre laid
de, and fatan, and bis emiffaries, ceafe, thereby, to threaten
tath, and flangbter, to the faithful witnefles of God ; it is not that
ils, or wicked men (as fuch) have any better rclifh for pure and
undeiiled religion ; but by Being fupprefled by the over-ruiing haud
of Cod in bis providesce, their engines of defiruition are laid ufide,
and the $ceff is difcembted ; but fatan not being bouud, the wound of
the bealk (tho’ deadly) appears prefently ic be healed, and fatan and,
his accomplices, are aﬁiaixguﬂy employcd, in profecuting a plag, tho’
widely diffepent, yet, in its confequences, equal with the {fword, to
be dreaded: i,ur,dthoq’b the witnefes ceafe to bleed on the fcatfold,
and are not confumsed in the flames, yet inftead of the flames, and
the fcaffold, are not fraud, and flatteries introduced ; and thereby,
a plan, more deepiy laid, to feduce, and defiroy mankind : in which
ﬁun’a'_n? finoers, too often fucceed and triumph ; having by the art-
i ful pra&ice of fraud, and fawning flarteries, carried captive, the jim-
; ple, while the ungparded beart, was ngt prepared for fo potent afoe,
- and fo fecret, but powerful an attack. Our religious rights, and
;privileges, are inexprefibly good and great; and to abufe thofe
; rrivi!eges, to lizeatioufnefs, by liftening and giving heed, to the al-
t Juring charms of an enenyy, is the height of folly, and madnefs : and
:yet, we have reafen to fear, that this is too often the cafe | While
ithe flattering world, prefents the fénfual bait, fatan urges ta em-
: brace it, and the treacherons heart longs to grafp the umaginary
j good : Which when embrac’d,
} Affords mo real joy ;
{ But wailing ! Samfon like,
‘ The lofs of eyes and ftrength :
" and then, alas, what bondage—what flavery ard {ervitude, follows !
~ Indeed, what more to be dreaded, or what, more fatal, to the profef-
-~ fors of chriftianity, than to be led aftray, by this floed of fraud, and
- flatteries ; and inlicad of being detached from the world, are jhanie-
fully conformed to the vain fafhions, and cuftoms thereof, and fo are
in a prepared readine(s, to imbibe the prevailing errors of the age,
Beloved Brethren, we have need of chriftian fortitude; yea, a foul
| infpired with facred zeal, even to attempt (as infiruments) to cerrect
! the many errors of the people, inclined to forfake the ways of Cod
and religion, and to run with mad career in the road to perdition.
And if we would conteft the point with the engny, and cover him
with deferved fhaine, we muft (according to the direction of the apof-
tle) put on the whole armour of Cad,”” &c. Eph. vi. 10, 18. And
that the evil weeds of infidelity. and other prevailing errors, may be
ed out, we coolider it neceflary. dear Brethren. that we exert
urfelves, io the fear of the Lord, trufting alone in God; and thot we
o our utmoft endeavour, by the facred influence of fcripture and en-

é’ngmma reafon, to filence gainfayers ; which isnot efected by rage
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coming language—nor yet, by calling in the er of the civil magi-
lh'ue,smd tg:ezeurd to affilt us: _7!/5! hath ‘l::’alhwed his follow-
ers, fuch weapons s3 thefe; bat thofe of a far different kind, “the
fword of the Spirit, which is the word of Ged ;” and which, if ufed
with tkill, and wiclded with chriftian valor (exercifing love te God,
and love to man.) will not fuil of execution ; but will pull down the
ftrong holds of fatan, and “ quench the fiery darts of ihe wicked.”
Let us then, while we “ contend earnettly for the faith once deliver-
ed to the faints,” fee that we poflefs the charming grace of charity,
which “ never faileth:” And aithough men and ﬂils, or ail the
wers of darknefs, do their worft ; the religion of 7¢;»s will live :
ca, while the Lord omnipotent reigneth, Ais canfe win: vz :
And blefled be God, dear Brethren, we belicve there are jren and .
focieties, in this age, made and formed, for the glorious purpofe of
defmdin% and fupporting (inftrumentally) the, chriftian religion 3
may everlafting faccefs attend their zeal : and may we, by the ficred
influence of the Hely Spirit, be enabled to live our religion, and te
triumph aver our foes on earth: and may we finally obtain a cwwm-
pleat vitory over az: our enemies, and reign forever, with the cap-
tain of our falvation, in the world of blis and glory. Amen.

Signed i behalf of the Affociation,

ABEL PALMER, Moderstor.
ASA SPALDING, Clerk,

New-London :«—Printed by S, Grxzx.

ZASTIS

.[ f-\m
: 4 H
A21-J\ o)



