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MINUTES

OF THE .

Rt POV

 STONINGTON  ASSOCIATION
Held at N eW-London O&ober I7th and 18&;
1 7 97-

Tirgspav, Oc?obef 17th

) [ 4

'HE Eldérs and Brethren, Meﬁenoeﬁ of the Churches, mef: at
Elder Zadock Darrow's Meetmg-Houfe, and
* Brother Thomas Bald win d¢livered an mtrodu&ory Sermon, ’
from Pfal, cii. 13, ~
2. After public wortip, the A(Tocxatlon proceeded t5 bufinefs,
snd chofe brather Amos Wells, Modégrator, and brother v alentma -
W ’{athbun, Cletk, |
- Letters from .the Chuy ches were read, and the faliowmg
account taken of the members added, dxﬁmﬁe& excluded, or who
have died the palt year ; alfo, the prefem number ifi each chureh:
'N.B. - The names of ordained Minifters are in finall capitals.
Fror. choyches marked thus ¥, ‘we had no, }ﬂtt—-re V"cant chw sheﬁ(
diftinguithed by a dath, |

o . ]Sl o |
o o . o &é}ﬁng
~y Py T 7 m,::;‘;"::._s_.m
| Ghurches. - DMiniflers and Meffengers; 18 Sla]l | @
.- il Stoningten,  Prirc Ranpiy, SN S EPT
| S - Walter Brown,- © - = ~ L[
-~ Pauol Main, o 1 |
2d. Stonington,  SimeoN Broww, i 4 200-
3d. Stonington,  VauizNTINEW. h&msm, g 43
. . John Hudfon, | '
Groten, -y 38 | | 1] 215,
S +  Benadam (:_allup, jun, -}
Joho G. Wightniau, R
Samuel Smith, I
Saybrook; ELIPHALET LESTER, ] I{ il | 37
S ifrael Douglafs, [ [
\ Samuel C hm ch, 4
| ~ William Hammond . 171
_ 1
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* Church formerly - ) algjalt ] &
of South Kingfton, — —— 67
now of Richmond, / f N N B
* W!ﬁ-Greenwich, — . 49
1ft. Colchefter, CurisTOoPRER PALMER, o o
' . Abiel Stark, F |
ad. Colchefter . 1x 8
| ’ Ebenezcr Rogers, 31 31 3 4
Alpheus Rogers, , J
'mes Rogers, | | !
* wemuel Miner, -+
Richmond, | R 1 21
R Sands Perkins, )
Hampton, @ AseL PaLuzg, B 1 4a
TIPS , . Stephen Ude'y, 14144 6"'-
. Thomag Grow, A |
Montville,, =~ Reusen Paimer, | | ] .|
. ‘Jabez Stebbens, L :60".,1 | 199
- John Lyon,
" Norman Lefter, .
Elihu Lefter, . i i 3
o | Robert Fargo, | | ~ ~
- 1ft, Chatham, —- —y N B S § I I
" Ebenezer Harris, 11 |
. 2d. Woodftock, - Amos WEerLrs, - . |22 67.
L . Jefle Bolles, ‘ -
BT . Jobn.Barrett, o
g_d. Chatham, — , 1513 il 66
L | Conftant Welch, ‘ | -
, . George Gates, )
~ New-London, . Zapock Darrow, - 1o] | 4] 3| 274
A Lemuel Darrow, R A |
L Nehemiah Dodge, 111 -
~ad. Afhford, -  Joux Rartasun,  “° frol 3l |'3] 356
3d. Athford, - “ s - I |.| 3r-
. . David Bolles, = 4+
" |Eaft-Haddam, SimzoN DrckinsoN,” - F 4l o |49
S ' Afa Harvey, o | |
Jofiah Hangerford,
S » John Bige}o‘w, : 111
Plainfield, Nathanier CoLE, 3lr1 1} 73
- . 'Thomas Smith, | | D
o - Kzekiel Gary, h H 3
Killingly, PeTEr RoGERS, 3 RN
- * Ebenezer Leach, : | _
~ Nicholas A.ldridge, - & 11
148|31 16}18|2065

. N. B, 'l"he fecond Church in Steningten were requefted to omit taking a feat

" at this meeting, in hopes that before another annual aflociation thﬂr difii-
cultieswill be fettled.

\ -




‘4. Received and read letters from the following Affocxanons, viz.

From the Shaftfbury, a letter and minuteg, by their meflenger, Bra-

* ther Abiel Brown. From the Warren, letter and minutes, by their

meflengers, Brethren Ifaac Backus, Thomas Baldwin and Stephien S.
Nelfon. From the Danbury, a letter, but no minuges, by their mef-

fenger, Brother Stephen Shepard. And from the New-York, a let-
“ter and minutes, by their meffenger, Brother Stephen S. Nelfon:.

. 5. The circular letter, prepared by Brother Dickinfon; and the

" correfponding letter, drawn by Brother P. Rogers; were read, and.

referred to the infpeition of Brethren Backus, Bdldwm, V w.
Rathbun, Dickinfon, and P. Rogers " ’ _‘
. Adjourned antil nine o ‘clock to-morrow mommg
Sermoz. in the evening at the meeting:houfe, by Brother Stephen
S. Nellon, from 1i.Cor. iii. 9. Alfo, Public worﬁnp at funor} ether

places in the vxmcnty

| |
W EDN Esn-_Y, O{r'ober . 18t.h

, ~ Met acoordmg to. admumment, and |
1. Sermon by Brother Ifaac Backus, from Zech, iv, 6 1.

2. Received, by the. hand of Brother William Braine, minutes of

; .

the following Mooxanons, viz. - The Portfmouth, Dever, Roanoak« -
DiftriQ, Ketocton, Goihen, Neufe, and Kehukee alfo, of the Bap- '

tift General Committee in Virginia, "'

3. 'Fhe correfponding letrer,as revifed by eur commxttee. vras read ] o

L and accepted. Vated that it be printed with our minutes.

4 The circular letter was again read, and the fentiments thereof

approved ; but on account of the length of it, i¥ was thought pro-.
| perto referit to the Clerk, to be abridged fo far, as to reduce it tp

the ufual fize.

5. Appointed Brother Reuben Palmer to write the. cu‘cular letter.

for nextyear, and Brother V. W. Rathbunto prepare the carref] poudo

ing letter,
6 Chofe the followmg brethren to vifit our fifter {Tocmnons, viz.

John Rathbun and Ebenezer Harris, to the Danbury. Tothe Shaft{-

biry, Ames Wells, and Peleg Randal. 'To the New-York, V. W.
.| Rathbun, and Stephen S. Nelfon. To the Warren, Pardon Tllhng .
- haft, and William Hammoad.

7. The Clerk is requeﬁed to forward our minutes to the Phxlade‘ B

Phla Aflociation. _

8. Agreed upon the followmg fupplies :—
| GrotoNx.

Brother John Rathbun, fourth Lord’s Day in O&Ober.

————— Nathaniel Cole, fecand in December.
_ Valentine W. Rathbun, fecond in jan, and thxrd in Feb.
——— Peter Rogers, firft in April. =~
Peleg Randal, 1ft in May. ‘
Clmﬁc)pher Palmer, firft in June.

EXETER.
- Br other Nathaniel Cole, fecond in November. ‘ ,
Peter Rogers, third in November., ' :
2d. COLQHESLER,

Brother Reuben Palmer, firlt in May

Reuben Palmer, firft in November, and firft in December. .




e e e S 2 e g o s e
2
. .

Aﬂ'ocxatmn, of anber, 1796 came to the hands of the Cierk.

" e Simeon Dxckmﬁm, ﬁrﬂ in ]tme. I
- - 1ft. CraTnam. .
ﬁrother Zadock Darrow, firlt in December,
~——— Siméon Dickinfon; fir} in Auguft,
" _RicHMON®.

Brother Nathaniel Cole, fourth i in May.,

e——— Zadock Darrow, fourth in June,

~———— Peleg Randi), fourth in September,
9. Refumed the conﬁcfcranon of the laft year’s query from the
Church at Hampton, viz. ¢ Whether, a perfon immerfed in water,

- §n thenamesof the Father, Son and, Holy Gheff, by a man.that hath

not been ordained by laying on of hands in a&’ ftolic order, neither
giveth evidence of a difpenfation of the gofpel being committed un-

2o him, eught’ te be received as a baptized perfon ?”” and, Voted,

“Fhat we recommend to the Churches, to a& in fuch cafes, accordmg
fo the cleareft light, as circumftances occur. ‘
10, Brother Valentme W. Rathbun is requeﬁed to fupermtend

~ the printing of the’ minutes.

-11. Votéd to hold our next A&'ocmtmn at the meenng-honfc occar

| . erd by the Church at Richmond, the third Tuefday in Octeber, 1798.

Bufinefs being finithed, Brother Haac Backus concludesby prayer.
' N:B. After thebrethren were difiniffed, the minutes of the Pluladelphtal}

r._r m -
‘-CIRCULAR LETTER

g'/J' EIJm and Meﬂ}ngen of the Jeaeral Churches ot in Jﬂbcmmn at

New-Lona’o;z OA?ober 17th and 18¢h, 1797,
To.the Churches whon t/ye_y reprcﬁ;zt fmd C/mjimu Sa'/atat;on.
DEeAR .BRETHREN,

{

: ;‘WHILE difeafe and deatg, with ternﬁc {way, has fpread defola:

thon jn fome of the cities and towns of this republic Lhe*prc-

fent year ; the kind interpofition of divine prowd:rw aqd the difs

tmgm-fhmg favour of Almighty God, in pcrmlttmgus toenjoy another
annual interview, claim our partu:ulat‘ acknowledgment, The joy-

ful found of the go{'pel—-The welcome  tidings of a couﬁderable ad-

- ‘dmon 1o fome of our churches—The pleafing communications from

pur fifter affociations—And the good degree of harmony attendmg |
our deliberations, crowned with the divine bleﬂing, rcndered the
refent interview delightful.

Whl]c we lament the devaftation of a long dcfolatfqg war in
Europe ; we rejoice that we are pcrmltted to fit unpder our vines and
fig trees. And while we pray for a continuance of national pcace
and profpenty ; we would remind yon, brcthren, of the facred in-
Janctjon of our fpmtual la\vnger, Mark ix. 50. ¢ Have peace one
‘with another.””” ¢ The’ kmgdom of God is peace.”’ Rom. xiv. I7.
M'—m, in his original ﬁate, was at pedce with his maker ; but by fub-

mitting to the temptation of fatan, he was found gallty of a viola-

fion otg Gaqd’s law—Ioft the divine image—and became an enemy to
God ! Ags all the pofterity of Adam are alike fallen with him, they
are “ by natare the childrep of wrath’” —full of enmity aga.nﬁ God
--—and hc;ts of his juft wrath and venlgeance ¢ There is no peace,
h‘t‘l the Lord, unto the wicked.” fa. xlviii. 22. Altho’ wicked
;;zcv n}ay fbek peace to themfelves, it is abundanﬂy evident, both
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| from fcripture teftimony and fad experience, that they are not af

pebce with God—that they are their own enemi¢s—and at variance

. with their fellow beings, As they are enemies to God, fo they ar;’

fave, and t¢ deftroy ;”’ and, ¢ his arm brought falvation.”” ¢ Unto
us a child'® born, gnto ps a fon is given, and the government fhall

oppofed to his righteous government. . “ The carnal mind is enmity
againft God : for it is not fubjedt tv the law of God, neither indeed
<an be.” Rom. viii. 7. In-this fituation, wretched, miferable,
poor, blind, and naked,” 'we were beheld by him, ¢ who is able to

be upon his fhoulder : and his name fhall be called, Wonderful,
Councillor, The mighty God, The everlalting Father, The prince!

of peace. ~Of the jncreafe of his government and peace there fhall
-benoend.” Ifa.ix. 6. The birth of this prince of péace was pro-
slaimed by ¢a multitade of the heavenly hoft, praifiig God, and fay-.

ing, Glory to God in the higheft, and on earth peace, -good-will - te-!

watds men.”” Lukeii. 13, 14. While we meditate on the_ variety
" of imgrtant events, that teok place at the nativity- of this glorious|
A ioerfon, who is called Wonderful,—While we read the hiftory of his

ly life,—and contemplate his do&rine—his perfe®t conformity to -

«the divine law—The many mifacles wrought by him—his patience, |

and'entifg fubmiffion te the will of his heavenly Father—his ¢ obe- |
dience nnto death, even the death of th% crefs”—aad the wonders
of his ,death, reforreiion, and afcenfion ; we readily adopt the
words of the centurion, ¢ Truly, this man was the fon of God.”
¢¢ In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgive- |
nefs of fins,”” Thus, ¢‘ God commendeth his love towards us, in|
that while We were yet finners, Chrift.died for us.” And, “having '
made peacé throagh the blood of his crofs :”” ¢ There is therefore |
now no condemnation to them which are in Chrift Jefus, who walk |

ot after-the flefh, but after the Spirit.”” ¢ But he that believeth-:

not is condemned already.”” ¢ And this is the condemnation, that |

- light is come inte the world, and men Joved darknefs rather ‘than |

-

- ° * - . v 3 i - i
Jight, becaufe their deeds were evil.”” It is.obvious that there are .

two diltin& chara&ers among mankind : This was early made .

_ manifeft in the contraft between Cain and Abel: And this difference |
of charadter, will undoubtedly continue, ’till the arrival of that auf- |
“picious ®ra ; when, ¢ they fhall net teach every man bis neighbour, |

-

and every man his brether, faying, Know the Lord : for all fhall .

know me, from the leaft to the greateft.”” - Heb. viii. 11.

- 'We would not prefame to invalidate, or doubt the fufficiency of .
¢ the atonement :” ¢ For God fo loved the world, that he gave |
his only ' begotten Son, that whofseper believeth in him, fhould not
~ perifh, but have everlafting life.”” But it is evident, notwithftand. '

ing what Chrift hath Jone and fuffered, that yntil mankind are ¥ par-
takers of the divine nature,” they remain oppofed to the govern-
ment of God ; and while they continue unreconciled to God, they are -
nnfit for that heavenly ftate, where there is uninterrupted reft and
felicity, and where there is the moft perfeét friendfhip between God, !
Angels and Men: Chrift faid therefore ¢ Except a man be bern -
again, he cannot fee the kingdom of Ged.” John iii. 3. The Apof-
tle alfo afferts,. thdt ¢“if any man be in Chwift be is a new creature.”
He is in*Chrift, by internal vital union to him; and perfonal intereft

i
1

1
1

i

. -} ) 5
in him : There 1s (in 2 moral apd-fleitnal-fenfe oot —=t—=——
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in his undcrﬁandmg, will and affe&ions, and manner of ufé: A new
divine light is diffufed in his mind, fo that his difcoveries are new :
he is formed anew in his prmclples, temper and deﬁgns, and is in an
exercife of that “ faith which worketh by love”” ¢ And they that’
are Chrilt’s, have crucified the flefh, with the affe@ions and lufts.”
Gal, v. 24.  But the wicked are like the troubled fea, wheén it
cannot reft, whofe waters caft up mire and dirr.” ¢ Know ye not
that the unrighteous fhall notinherit the ngdom of God '€ And
fuch were fome of you: but ye are wafhed, but ye are fan&ified,
but ye-are juftified in the name of the Lord Jelus, and by the Spirit
of our God.” ¢ But now in Clirift. Jefas, ye who fomtetimes were
far off are made nigh, by the blood of Chrift. For he is our peace,””
“ Then faid he, Lo ! I come to do thy will, O Gad.””  And being
farnifhed with authority and anfwerable. glfts to do the work of me-
-diator, he was chofen and confecrated to the offices of pi’ophct, prieft, .
and king, ¢ For Mofes tru}y faid unto the fathers, a prophet thall
the Lord your God . raife up unto Jou, of your brethren, like unto
me ; him fhall ye hear in all things whatfoever he {hall fay unto "
you. And it fhall come to pafs, that every foul which will not hear :
thatA prophet thall be deftroyed from amaong the people.” Adsiii.22,
23.  “ The {pirit of the Lord is upon me, becauft he hath ancinted -
me to preach the gofpel to the poor,. he hath fent e to heal the
broken hearted, to preach deliverance.to the eaptives,’ ‘and recover-
ing of fight to the blind, to fet at liberty thiem that are bruifed, to
preachthe acceptable year of the Lord.”” Lukeiv.18, 19. Ard came,
* and preached peace to you, which were afar off,’ ‘and to them_ that
~were nigh.,” Eph. ii. 17. This preacher of nghteoufmfs-—Thls |
- ¢ teacher comefrom God”—This refulgent luminary, hath appear-
ed, to illumine them, that ¢ walk in darknefs,” and to “thew unto
us the way. of falvation.” Asa. rxeﬁ “ he- hath appeéared - to ‘put

away fin by the facrifice of hnnfelf Teb. ix. 26, ¢« Wherefore he

1S able alfo to fave thein to tife uttermoft, that come unto God by
- him, feeing he ever liveth to ntake mterceﬂlon for tkem. For fuch

* an high prieft became us, who is holy, harmlefs, undeﬁled feparat-
ed from finners, and madc higher than theheavens.” Heb. vii. 2 5,20,

This matchlefs incomparable Redecmer was by his Father anoint-
ed King ; «Thave fet my King upon my holy hiil of Zion.”> Pfal. ii.
-6, ¢ Unto the fon he faith,’ lhy throne, O God, is for ever and
ever; a fceptrc oFrwhteouﬁlefs 1s the {ceptre of tﬁy kingdom : Thou
haft losed ngbtcoufnef@ and hated iniquity ; therefore God, even
“thy Gud, hath anointed, thee with the oil of gladnefs above thy fel-
lows.”’ Heb i. 8, 9, and Pfal. xlv. 6, 7. ¢ Re oice greatly, O daugh-

. ter of Zion ; fhour, O daughter of ]erufalem behold, thy kmcr

cometh unto thee : he is uﬁ and baving {alvation.” Zech. ix. 9.—
Matt. xxi. §, and]ohn xii. 15. ¢ And the whole multitude of the
difciples began to rejoice and praife God with-a Joud voice, faying,

Blefled be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord : peace in
heaven, and gloryin the higheft.”” Luke xix. 37, 8. ¢ Jalt and
true are thy ways, thou king of faints,” Rev. xv. 3. ¢“ And hehath
on his vefture and on his *hxgh a name written, KING OF KINGS,

. AND LORD OF LORDS.” Rev.xix. 16.—1, Tim. vi. 14, and

Rev. xvii. 14. ¢ For hemuft re;gn till he hath put all enemies un-
der his feet.” 1. Cor. xv. 25. ¥ For the Lord is our Judge, the Lord
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, _Js our lawgwcr, the Lor& 1s our king, he willfave us.”? Ifa xxxiii. 22.

. 'This. glormus hlghpne(t mtercedcs, and thg Holy Ghoft defcends |

.toEarth; “ And'l will pray the Father, and he fhall give you ano-

~ ther Comforter.” ]ohi\’xm ¥6, 17,26, This holy prophet, havmg |

himfelf taught mankind, ihe way of ‘falvation ;> ¢ afcended up on
high, led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. -And he gave
fome, apoftles: and forre, prophets: and fome , evarigelifts : and fome,

| paftors and teachers; for the perfe&ing of thie faints, for the work
" of the miniftry, for- the edifying of the body of Chrit.”. Eph. iv. 8,

11, 12, and 1, Cor. xii. 28. “ Now then we are ambaﬂadors for
Chmﬁ as though Goq did befeech you by us:-we pray you in Cﬁrlﬁ’
ftead, bc ye rcconcxlcd to God.”” 11. Cor. v. zo. |

The neceffity of faith and repentance is urged, both by Chrift and
his apoftles. ¢ By grace are ye {aved, through faith; and that not of *
yourfelves : it isthe gift of . God.” ¢ Wlmaut faith it is impoffible
to pleafe him.” ¢ Therefore being juftified by fdltb, we have peace
with God, through our Lord: Jefus Chn(’c ”

As we profe(s to be the fubjets of the King ef glory, we {hould
fubmit to his commands. There is in every true believer, a confor- .
mity of heart and life to the will of God—¢¢ His- delight is in the
law of the Lord”—He ismarried to Jefus as ¢ the end of the law
for rlghtcoufnefs -‘—-He cofifiders the moral precepts as the law of
Chrift, or aruie of duty in the hand of Jefus Chrift'as mediator—He

| ha.s given his heart to.God, and a principle of love influences him to -

obedience— He is difpofed to do to others as he would reafonably wifh

| they would do'ynto him.

The commandment of loving one another, was contained in the mo-.
ral law ever {ince the creation; and it is enjoined afrefh by our
Saviour, as exemplified in his life, and enforced with the additiomal
motive of his dying love. John xv. 12, Therefore, By love ferve
one another, For all the law s fulfilled in one word, even in this ; *
Ttiou fhalt Jove thy neighbour as thyfelf. But if ye blte and devour
one another, take heed that ye be not confumed one of another.
Walk in the Spirit. ‘The fruit of the Spiritiislove, jey, peace, long-
fuffering, gentlenefs; goodnefs, faith, meeknefs, and. temperance,”
Gal. v. 13, T4, 15, 16, 22, 23. ¢ Now if any mau h.we not the Spirit
of Chrift, he is none of his.”” But, ¢‘asmany as are led by the Spirit
of God, they are the fons of God.”” ¢ The Spirit itfelf beareth wit-
nefs with ounfpirit, that we are the children of God.” “ To be fpi-

 ritually mmded ‘is life and peace.” ¢ Peace 1 leave with you, my peace

Y give unto you.”” ¢¢ Her ways are ways of pleaﬁmtnefs, and all her paths are

peace.”’ & Where envying and ftrife i is, there is confufion, and every evil work.,

But the wifdom that is from above, is firtt pure, then peaccable, gentle, and ea-
fy to be intreated, full of mercy and good f'uxts, without partiality, and with-
out hypocrify. And the fruit of rfchteoufnefc is fown in peace of them that
make peace.’’ Jam. iii. 16, 17, 18. ¥t Speak not evil one of another, brethren.
He that fpeaketh evil of hxs brother, fpeaketh evil of the’ lav:.””  ¢¢ Let all bit-
ternefs, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil-fpeakiug be put away
from you, with .\ll malice. And be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted,
forgiving one another, even as God for Chrift’s fa'’e hath forgiven you.”

As members of civil fociety,. we thould ¢ render honour to whom honour
1s due.”? ¢ And Jefus faid, render to Cefar the things that are Cefars’.”

As members of the Church of Chrift, ¢¢ obey them that have the rule over
you, and fabmit yourfelves : for they w'ztch for your fouls; as they that muft
give account,”?  ¢¢ leemfe ye younger, fubmit yourfelves unte the elder :

. S
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Yea, all of you be fubjett one to another, and be ¢lothed with humility.”euf
¢t Confefs your faults one to another, and pray one for another. ¢ Let us
follow after the things which make for pesce, and things wherewith one may
edify another.”” ¢ Being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done
t through frife, or vain glory, but in !owlinefs of miad let each efteem other
better than themfelves.”” Finally, brethren, ¢ giving all diligence, add to
your faith, victue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godlinefs, brotherly-
. kindnefs, and charity. For if thefe things be in you, and aboand, they make’
you that ye fhall neither be barren, nor unfruitful in the knowledge of eur
Lord jefus Chrift.”” Amen. G |

| i ———————

»

The Staréifzgfan Aﬂ’a:iats’qn, smet iss New-London, Oclober I";'tf)‘ ond 18th, 1797,
To the C arrejjforzdihg Alfociations, fendeth—greeting,

DeARLY BELOVED, A |

- OVE, which is an attribute of the divine nature, and the nobleft image of

44 God inmanj is that, which, through the rich grace of God in Jefus Chrift,
enables us to exercife every chriftian grace to all our brethren, net excepting
- even the moft remote ; for by this heavenly cord we are freely drawn to obey
they laws of Chrift. Whilft this love has a perfect union with God, the fource
from whence it flows, it fheds its Godlike rays around, and knows no other
bounds in all the vaft domain of created intelligence, than the obje(ts of affec-
~tion.  Well might the beloved difciple of our Lord declare, that ¢ every one
that loveth is born of Gad, and knoweth Ged 3”’ becaufe that ¢ God is love.”?
Whillt we feel the giow of this celeftial lame operating within us, our hearts
with ardent longings burn to embrace you in the realms of everlafting day.

Through the medium of this our correfpondence, we hope to mutually

ftrengthen each other, while pafling the dreary wildernefs of a trying world ;

through which, none but thofe who have the fpirit of faith, like that of Caleb

arid Jofhua, fhall ever be able to travel to the heavenly Canaan. The prefent

day produces many charaters, who in a fcornful tone enquire, ¢ Where is the
~ promife of his coming?’* But let us remember that even this language of

~—-ticirs 15 a fulfilinent of divine predition ; and as they fill up the meafure of
their iniq:ity, and ripen for deftruction, they add one to the cloud of witneil-
-es; which prove the validity of the facred Oracles. Truth is a perfect chain
united link with link, without a poflibility of a feparation to eternity. With
what confidence then may we rely on the revealed word of God, when we view
‘not only the perfet harmony which runs through all its various parts, but alc
its entire conne&ion and coiucidence with natural religion. Wherefore let
every one ftand firm, having his ¢¢ loins girt abont with truth,’’ and deter-
minately ftem the tide of oppofition, and not only fight as a good foldier, but.
as a faithful centinel guard againft the various fnares and devices of the adver-
fary : for the Son of God, amidft many open and avowed egemies, was at laff
betrayed with a kifs. - ,

Dear brethren, altheugh perfecution, bonds and afflittion, await us in the
prefent worid, ¢¢ we know that all things work together for goed to them that
love God, to ther1 who are the called according to his purpofe.”’ .

The Lord *¢ doth not afflit willingly, nor grieve the children of men.¥
Aud the time is coming, when we fhall look back with holy joy and pleafure,
on all the fcenes of affliGtion through which we have pafled. Brethren, we
wifh you peace and profperity in the Lord, and that you may more and more
abound in the image of the blefled Immanuel; and in his knowledge, till you
come to the fulnefs of the ffature of a perfe&t mar in Chrift Jefus. Now to
the only wife God, we would rec#mmend you with ourfelves, to whom be ren-
dered and aferibed, with adoration and praife, the complete and pgrtect fulnc s
of every attribute which is worthy of a Goé. Amen.

Signed im behalf of the Affociation,

AMOS WELLS, Muderator.
VALENTINE W. RATHBUN, Clerk,




