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MINUTZXS

. THE
STONINGTON ASSOCIATION,
HELD at RICHMGND, Ocrossr 16th and 171h,
1798.
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Tursoay, Ocfober 16th. *

THE Elders and Brethren, Meflengers of the Churckes, met at
the Meeting- Houfe occupied by the Church at Richmond, and

1. Brother Jofeph Grafton delivered an introdultory Sermon,
from P&l L. 5.

*. After public worfhip, the Aflociation proceeded to bafincfs,
and chofe brother Chriftopher Palmer, Moderator, and brother
Valentine W. Rathbun, Clerk.

3. Letters from the churches were read, and the following ac-
count taken of the members added, difiniffed, excluded, or who have
died the paft year; alfo, the prefent number in each church

N.B. The names of ordained Minifters are in Roman letters,
Thofe with this mark+ were not prefent. From Churches marked
thus *, we had no letters. Vacant churches ditinguiflied by a dath.
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Churches. Minifters & Meffengers, | =< | — | — | — | —=
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Fofbua Babcock,
ad. Stenington, Simeon Brown, ne number aficrtained,
Zebulon Brown,
Afa Spaldin
*3d Stenington, Y Speltine, , 3 46
Crotes, > 38| + | 1]2 239
Benadam Gallup, jun.
Jobn G. Wightman,
Sartrosh, + Fliphalet Lefter, 3| 2 38
L xeter, R 2 3|3 h3o
George Nichols,
Matthew Clark,
Jonathan Dean,




o . ——

Charch formerly of

Sezth- ngﬂatz

new qf R:clmond

L 4

W:f-Greeswich,

1ff. Colckeficr,
%24, Colctefler,
Kichmamd,

Hampton,
Dentvtic

1. Chattae,
ad. Wedlar,

27. Ca!'?ml.',
N:w-Londun,
’n { A ‘1 via J

3 A',‘:jwd
Llljl'ﬁuua.ul;,

P 1 ﬂ.;’l‘fi{-'t.-{,
ﬁmugé',
Thampfon,

Scuitkiifon,

(—2—)

Farses Shelden,

* John Webb,
Samuel Barber,
Anios Falmer,
Caleh Barber, jun,
Conifort Record,

Fohn Tillingkaf?,
Sawmuel Feckbar,

Stagord Creen,

Clmﬁophet Palmer,

-

. 14
Giitzon J. B.:h'v:c:‘k,
Wiisiam Perkinsg,
+Abel Palmer,
+'.cuben Palmer,
Simuel Bolies,

(5nfisck Chapel,

Frme-varn Wots cr:/
Airos Wells,
Robert Ba:“ltr, :
Y.hu Barreit,

H

Sorire (7':;,',
7adack Lurraw,
Nonenih Dadoe,
.- . R J
rvascic [y roo,

1 Joln Rarnbua,

e w - e

1
St on Dickiuton,
]n % dun: abie,
.~atnaniel ¢ ole,
Hidiam Clartk,
Feter Kogers,
Jinathan Uerrinston,
/. b Aid- 1l
Iaac C u.»r,

R -

I -'c'l"jb'ﬂ _Cl'éfb_)',
Fis:ar iSases,

I B cuj MW eight,
W aihor St trun,

c‘llﬁ& ll' I
Eiven Stziiian,

]

75

66

11Q

63
6%

.24

fuman s

'bt':’!U
a3 as
CEER
.11} 5
371 | |1
n:! 1
4
4 3
6 w
11
!
I
187 I B
I 1 T'GJ
t it T
2
til-oal
12"

19y

N A, T"c twou l-l“ \.hu. (ht: were teut'l\ ed tne Pl‘uch. fxu&uﬂ'

pR—



- DU

s L o

4. Received and read letters from the following Affociations,
viz. From the Shaftfbury, a letter and minutes, by their meflenger, {
Brother Amafa Brown. From the Warren, letter and minutes, by |

" their meflenger, Brother Jofeph Grafton. From the Danbury, let- |
ter and minutes, but no meflenger.

§. The circular letter, drawn by Brother Reuben Palmer; and

.  the correfponding letter prepared by Brother Valentine W. Rath-
ban ; were read, and referred to the infpection of Bre.iiren Wells,
Grafton, Dodge, and V. W. Rathbur.

6. Brethren Philip Jenkins and William Northup, meffengers

from a nuxber of Baptift Churches called the Groton Conference, in-
- troduced a reqneft that we would open a correfpondence with them.

7. Appointed a Committee, viz. Brethren Simeon Brown, Za-
dock Darrow, and Benjamin Weight, to confer with the meflengers
frem the Groton Conference, and to make report of their doings
10-mOITOW.

Adjourned until eight o’clock to morrow morning,

) Prayer by Brother Jenkins.

Public worfhip this evening at fandry places in the vicinity.

|
s

. WEDNESDAY, Oflfober 37th. _

Metaccording to adjournment : and after prayer by Brother Wells,
proceeded to bufinefs. ,

1. The Circular letter, as revifed by our Committee, and the cor-
refponding letter. were read and accepted.

2, Attended to the report of our committee appointed to cenfer
with the meflengers from the Groton Conference ; and, after a long
and candid examination of circomftances,— Voted, that we receive
thofe Churches into oar fellowfhip- That we correfpond with then as
with our other Gfters Aflociations: and that their meflengers be
invited to fit and a& with us in our prefent fefhion.

3. Appointed Brother Nehemish Dodge to write the circalar -
letter for next vear, and Brother JamesShelden to prepare the cer-
refponding letter.

4. Chofe the following brethren te vifit our filter Affociations,
viz. Squire Goft and Nchemiah Dodge, to the Danbury. To the
Shafifbury, Amos Wells and Simeon Dickinfon. To the New.
York, Valentine \V. Rathbun and Nehemiah Dodge. To the War-
ren, Amos Wells and Vulentine W. Rathbun, To the Groten
Conference, Zadock Darrow, Chriftopher Palmer and Peter Rogers.

5. The Clerk is requefted to forward our minutes to their Phi-
ladelphian Affociation. 6. Agreed upon the following fupplies:

4. Cath Brother Lock, 2d. Lord’s Day in ]Januery. :
2d. Catham, y @ Samael Northup. 3d. in March.
{ Brother Valeuntine W. Rathbun, 3d. and 4th.
Lords day in October. ’
Wiilam Gardaer, 1ft. in November,
——— John G. Wighunan, }aft in Nov.
Peleg Randal, 1ft. in December,
Nehemiah Dodge, 2d. in Jamuary.
William Nortbup, 1. e Apail,

3d. Stonington, 5'
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7. Voted, That it be recommcudez to the Churches of this Aflo-
ciation, that they unite with our brethren of different denominationy,
in fupplicating the throne of grace, the firft Tuefday in Jaugary, A-
pril, July, aud O&aber, at two o'clock, P. M. for the oltpouring
of the Divine Spirit. ‘ |
8. Brother Valentine W, Rathbun is requcfted to fuperintend
the printing of the minutes,
. Voted, to hold our next Affociation at the Meeting-Houfe oc<
cupied by the firft Baptilt Chureh in Colchelter, the third Tuefdsy

in Oltober, 1799.

L CIRCULAR LETTER. ,
The Elders and Meflengers of the feveral Churches met in Affoci-
l ation at Richmond, O&ober 16th and 17th, v798. :
To the Churches whom they reprefent, fend Chriitian falutation,

B.Lovep BRETHRYN, ‘
YOU may recolle&, that in our lalt addrefs, you were reminded -

of the fickaefs and mortality which prevailed in fome parts

a

v g,

of our Country ; but fince that period, it bath pleafed Almighty
God to permit the deftroying Angel to put on a more formidable

- appearance, and to fpread devaftation and death in a namber of our .:

| moft populous cities—Perfons of all ages and charaéters have fallen

. vi&ims to his fatal thafts—Surely thereis no difcharge in this war.

' .Seeing thefe things are fo, and that our earthly houfe of this taber-

" macle fhall be diifolved, what manner of perfuns ought we to be,
in all holy coiiverfation and godlinefs ! Frem a confideration of
thefe things, and the importance of our holy profellion, how dues
it become -Chriftians of every clafs, to be watchful, prayerful and
faihful ?  Miniiters, who are more particularly fct as the defence
of the gofpel, fliould let their light fhine. How important is it,
that the gofpel fhouid be faithfuily preached, and that thofe who.

reach to others, would theinfelves live in ‘conformity to the prin-—
ciples and precepts they inculcate—That they fhould be examples
to the fluck of Gop ?  Soon, dcar brethiren, fhall we deitroy that
we with to build, if our lives are ot apgreezble to our profcflion

" and minifterial charac¢irer. How awful is the conlideration, and

- how difugreeable the eilcet, of unfaihtulnets in the profefled minif-
ter of the gofpel? but huw pleafing the profpect and how comfor-

- table the {itvation. of him, who, from an vpright heart, can fuy, [

am clear from the blood of all men? Let us, brethren, keep in view,

the great high-prieit and apoltle of our prof.ifiss, wio hath fuid,
¢ to bim that overcometh, will I give to fet lownon my throne, as

Iovercome and ain fut down on my father’s throne.”

If winifters fhould thus preach and live, (10 which all agree)

T et the Churches be careful to maintain diftipline and touad doct-

rine with a continued watch over each other in brotherly love und

cirhlain howility, by which, you will firengthan the hauds and en-
courene the hearts of your miniftring brediren. Lot the gifis of
the brethren be iwroved under proper regnlations: Tims will the

- Churci arife, and we fir=1l knew, by happy experience, ¢ how good

I and kow pleafant it is fui brethven to dwell together in unity.”

I &nd thoush we have alilcions and trials, jet, tiauagh ike grace
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of our Lord']efus Chrift, wc( fhall come off cenquergrund more
than fo. Be encouraged, desr brethren, to perfevere inwell doing,
dnd you fhall at laft fet down in the kingdom of God, with Abraham
Iaac and Jacob, and all thern that are now inheriting the promifes.
And when we arc releafed from the bonds of mortalicy and our
finful affe@ions, then we fhail (ee as we are feen, and know as we
are known. Finally, bretbren, That you all may be found in
Chrift in peace, is the carneft prayer of your brethren in the Lord,

Amen,
L e e el

The Stonington Affociation, met in Richmond, Qé&ober 15th and
17th, 179, to the correfponding Aflociations, fendeth greeting,
Drariy DBevovep, .
THB kind Lord having indulged us with another anniverfary
interview we rejoice in the opportunity of informing you that
we have met in Clriftian love and harmony. Our minutes will in-
form you of the prefent ftare of our Churches. Itis with peculiar
pleafure that we correfpond with our brethren of the fame faith and
order with us-—\\'e rejoice when yon rejoice, and mourn when you
mourn. Melancholy and truly alarming fituation of thefe United
8tates, has uot fuiled to excite our lamentation. But while we la-

ment the profpedt of war ; The variety of political fentiments:. .

The deitraction of our fellow citizens in the city and country by
epidemical difeufcs—and above all, Yhe caufe of thefe calamities,
The prevalince of infidelity and iminorality. We rejoice that ma-
ny of our bLrethren of diderent denvininations have united in s
concert of prayer, and do meet at ftated feafons, to offer up their
fervant fupplic.uions, that God would avert his Judgments ; pre-
vent the fpread of error and iniquity—~and pour out his Spirit in
plentiful edufions on our guiity land.  And we are happy in having
it in our power to announce to you the pleafing information, that

a religious revival lias (of late) tuken place amongft the Baptifts -

and Congregationalifts. in a number of our towns, particularly in
Mansiicld, Aiuford and Hampton, in Conne@icut. We are infore
med. it is belizved that in one of thefe towns, there are three hun-
dred perfons und-r ferious impreffions —There are frequent meetings
for fulling and prayer—And we believe that the Lord is gathering
- his chofen.  We alfo notice with peculiar fatisfaltidn, the recent
finiles of ! I\ine Frovidence on our brethren the other fide of the
Atlantic, wha have been cnabled, by voluntary contributions in their
refpective {.cjc:ies, to fend abroad, and to fuppert, a cenfiderable
minher of faith ful miffiencrs among the heathen, and who have fuc-
cef fully forced thofe barriers, that have oppofed the planting of
Chriitianity among thefe of our fillow beings, who, till lately were
ln.-g!vcd in fuveritition and Idolatry, May the goﬂd Lerd crown
their efferts with yet more chundang fuccefs—May the light of the
g'orions gofvel extend irs happy influence from the riﬁnf te the fit-
ting f:1-—Yhy civil aud religions liberty be eftablifhed among all
the nationsol'tlic Earth—"%iay difcord univerfally ceafe, The in—
firwzenis of war be rurned into implemen: s of hufband —May An-
tichrilt be exctually dobryed—und may the kﬂ“’zd“ of the
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glory of Gad cover the who]£ carth,) as the waters cover the feas,
" Finally, Brethren, pray for us.  May our correfpondence be blefled
to our mutnal advantage; and may you enjoy the prefence of God,
henceforth and forever, men.
Signed in behalf of the Aflocistion,
CHRIS TOPHER PALMER, Moderator.
VALENTINE W. RATHBUN, Glerk.



