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MINUTES, .

et St y——

Tuzspar OQober, 21. )
HE Elders and- meffengers of the feveral chuiches met at
Eid. John G. Whitman’s Meeting-houfe in Groton.
1. Brother Bradley delivered an introdu@ory fermon from
Luke xvi. 31.
2. Made choice of brother Amos Wells, moderator, and
brother John Sterry, clerk.

. Letters from the feveral churches were then read, and the
following account taken, of the number added, difmiffed, ex-
cluded, and that have dicd the year paft.

N. B. The names of the ordainec? minifters are in Roman let-
ters. Thofe with this markt were not prefent. From chur-
ches marked thus® we had po letter. Vacant churches diftin-

guithed by a dath ' .
4 -l 4
Churches Minifiers and meffengers. g = gf“ 3
al |¥ 1=
1ft Stonington tPeleg Randal 6} 132
Fabex Gallop
Ames Brswn
Elias Palmer
ad Stonington Simeon Brown o |3 |59
Beriah Lewis
Yhemas Wells
Afber Miler -
. Afa Spaiding
Groton _ John G. Whitman 20
Benadam Gallop
Saybrook X 56
Benj. Watrous :
Michael Spexcer i
Exeter — 3 2 1199
Pardor Tillinghaft 1
Richmond formerly
S. Kingfton®* —_— 64
W. Greenwich® . 167
1t Colchefter : 4 1 67
A/a Randal A
Fabex Hough
2d CO'ChCﬁCl' . I ) ¢ 42
Z[a Willcox
bem. Rogers ,
Fames Rogers 1




Richmond

Hampton

Montville

1ft Chatham
2d Woodftock

2d Chatham

New Loadon
E. Haddam

Plainfield-

Killingly
Thomfon
S. Kingfton

2d Afhford

dipheus Rogers

David Clark
Abel Palmer
Stephen Webb
Afa Bennel
Reubin Palmer
ofeph Allen
2bez Stebbins
amuel Bolles
Eden. Dart
Eltanab Comflock

Eber- Harris

Amos Wells
Robert Baxier
David Bolles
Oliver Bar:et

Conflant Welch
George Gatrs
Samuel Arnild
Zadock Darrow
George Atwell
Charles Brown
Simeon Dickinfen
ofiab Hungerford
sfiab Lyon
athaniel Ccle
I hemas Smith
- Fincks Mafon
Caleb Hali
Benj. Fuller
Peter Rogers
Nicholas Smith
Parfon Crofby

lZa./'l”’ Town

nj. Wait
Celeh Tift
£noch Stedman

John Wrathbun,

Rofwell Brown
illiam Snell jr-
otal.

57
159

101
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4- Received letters from the following Aflociations, viz.
From the Warren Affociation, a letter and minutes, by theic
metlengers, brethren Jothua Bradiey and Robert Stanton. From
the Danbury Affociatiun, no letter ; meflengers, brethren Epbra-
im Robins and Danicl Beftor. From the Groton Conterence,
a letter and minutes by their meflengess, brethren Jafon Lee and
dilas Burrows. From thc New York, a letter and minutes.
From the Shaftfbury, a letter and minutes.

5 Brother Nchemiah Dodge having failed of preparing the
Correfponding letter, appointed brethren Jobn &nthbnn,
Jofthua Biadley and Amos Wells a committee to write the fame
and to examine tae circulur letter.

6. Adjourned till to morrow morring,9 o'clack, at the
meeting-houfe

Public worfhip this evening in feveral places in the vicinity.

WiEprEspaY, OQober 21.

7. Met according 10 adjournmentat the meeting houfe. Prayer
by the moderatar.

8. Invited brother Robins and others to fit with us in ths
Aflociation. N

9 ;g!e Circular and Correfponding lettery were read and
axcepted.

1o Voted that Brother John G. Whitmae wnite the Circu-
Jar Letter, and Brecher Afa Willcox the Correfpending Letter
for next year.

1t Voted that Brethren Conitant Welch, John G. Whit-
man, George Atwell be meflengers to the Danbury Affociation:
Brethren Ephraim Robins David Bolles Mcifengers to the Shats-
bury ; Brethren Peter Rogers & Abel Palmer to the Warren ;
Brethren Reubin Paliner, Parfon Crofby, and John G. Whit-
man to the Groton Conference, Brethren Afa Willcox and  Jo-
fhua Bradley to the New York.

12. Appointed Brethren Epbraim Robins, Stephen S. Nel-
fon, Daniel Beftor, John Haftings and David Bolles jun. 2
committe to fuperintend a Pctition of the Freemen of this State
to tht General Alfembly of the fame. . .

13. Voted that Brother John Stecry be appointed to "fuperin-
tend the priuting of jhe minutes. . .

14- Voicd that the Clerk forward the minutes to the Fhila-
delphia Atluciation.

ts Voted that our next annual Affociation be held at Elder
Nathaniei: Cole’s meeting-houfe in Plainfield, on the third tues-

day in O&aber 1852. _
Brother Anos Wells deliversd a concluding difcour{= from

Mau. x, 7.
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CIRCULAR LETTER,

The ELDERS and MESSENGERS of tle Stemngton Bapt:?
Affociation, comvened at Grotem O7cber, 20 and 21, 1801, to
the feveral churches whem they reprefent, fend gresting,

BRETHREN, BRLOVED IN THE LoRrb.

ROUGH the tender mercics of our God, we have been

indulged with another annaverfary interview, and while
we have been favored to hear the joyful tidings from various
parts,of the enlargements of Zion's borders, the conquefts of vic-
torious grace, we have had occafion to adapt the language of re-
joicing I{racl on the banks of deliverance. The Lord hath tri-
umphed glorioufly, the horfe and his rider hath he thrown in:o
the fea. But dear brethren, while we rejoice and are glad at the
triumphs of grace abroad, wz mift watch our own hcarts, and
fe that we have fome caufe of rejoicing in ourfelves, as well as
in, or on the account of others. In order for this, we find it
neceflary to attend to pradtical Godlinefs. You will fuffer us
therefore, toaddrefs you at this time on the importance of daiiy,
or family religion, as withott this we are not well prepared to
rejoice in ourfelvesor others. By daily, or family rcqigion, we
mean a daily devotednefs to God and his caufe, in the place whers
we dwell, and the ftation which we fill. We find ikiz fum of
this religion exprefled in a few words, by the great apoftle to his
Ephefian bretkren, vi, chap. andto the Colotlians, i1 chap. be-
ginning at the 18th verfe ; here we find hufbands and wives, pa-
rents and children, mafters and fervants, and adding the firt verfe
of the n:xt chap. we have the bulinels & duty of each charzéter
in fuhitance cxprefled, and not enly expreticd, but {olemnly en-
joined on them. Toenrlarge on theduty and buiinefs of each of
thef= charalers, cannotbe expelted in a {mall letter, but a few
thoughts on the duty and bufinefs of heads of families, we think
at this timne will not be improper.  When we confider what re-
lation we ftand in to eternity and our accountability to God for
our condud, it is of real importance that heads of families con-
fider the obligation they are under to bring up thofe under their
care, in the fear, nurter and admonition of the Lord. Every
head of a family {however they may think of ithemfelves )il a
hizh ftation in life : they have a family under their care and go-
vernment ; and they are under obiigation to provide {uitablv, and
to govern difcreetly ; firlt provide. Parents iay up for chilaren,
wof children J:r parents.  Parents that really have the wellfare of
the fouls of their families at heart, will ftrive moic to lay up for
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them treafure in heaven than to lay up for them perithable fuh-
ftance cnearth ; certainly the foul- is of miare importance than
the body.  If in this Refp=@ we feek firft the kingdom of God
and the riches thereof, no doubt but neceflary outward things
will b added.  In attending to our families in this way, we
may fav much is required of usand we have little or nothing to
give ; but it is not for us to excufe ourfelves on the account of
our poverty, God requiresit of us; and altho’ itis utterly im-
fliblc for us efictently to lay up treafure in heaven, or on earth
or our familizs, yet it is certainly poflible that both may be done
%’ummially : and what'encouragement have weto ftrive, fince
invitingly commands. Have we not received the carneit
of our inheritance that is in heaven ? The evidence of which
implies faith, hope, love, and obeglience ; if fo, then let us be
faithful in our families, indulge hopt in our fouls, love God and
our brethren, be obedient in qur lives, and we thall lay up for
our families, and do good to others. 2d We mult govern with
difcreffion ; in order to %overn‘others, we muft govern ourfelves,
we conftantly need the {pirit and temper of Jelus, that feeling
ourfelves under law to Chrift, we may be able to adminiffer gozs
and whclefome rules and orders in our families. In order %or all
this to b attended to, we muft pray much, muft lodge many
praycrs before the throne of grace, muft watch and pray, pray
without ceafing. There i$ one great privilege as well as a fo-
lemn duty, that families, chriftian heads of families are indul-
ged with, inourhighly favored land, that of family worthip :
we are et confined to private devotion or fecret prayer, but
may call our families together, morning and evening, ~r any -
other time when we think it convenient, and unjte together in
fupplicating the throne of grace. [a this way, the parent or
ma&er may take his family in the arms of his prayer and bear
them up before the mercy-feet. With what fatisfaion does
dsvon parents fometimes in this way, caufe their morning and
evening facrifices to a{cend the L:ill cf"tvod. A privilege fo great,
a duty {o binding, wiil prompt the religious father, or pious
maller, to adapr the language and refolution of good old Jothua,
let others do as they will, butas for me and my houfe we will
ferve the Lord. The prophet Jeremiah, it feems, entectained
high thoughts of family praver, the negle& of which provoked
his requelt that the fury of God might be poured out on the beathen
and cn tie families that called not on his name.

Bcloved brethren, you that are heads of families, fuffer usto
exhort you with ouJelves, not to neglet this important duty.
Conlider you have in {ome meafure fouls as well as bodies under
vour care, and mull beaccountatle as thofe that have received
a facred depofit, with folemn injun&ions from tnc judge of

-
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quick and dead. Endeavour to flore the minds of thofe under
«ur care, withgood and whelefome inftru@ion, that they may
wve right idéas of recl virtue and religion, that they may have
ight .Lought¢of God, and juft views of themfelves. Defure
et them hear you daily in your familics impiore the blefling ot
heaven upon them ; this will ferve to imprefs their minds, as
well as your own, with fuitable folemnity, and tend greatly w0
your help in governing yourfelvzs and familics. Will anv at-
tempt to excufe themielves frcm this duty of family worthip ?
Can it be thar chriftian hesds of families can live altogether in
in the pegled of this duty ! Will they fuffer the enzm:y 10 b
them of fuch a privilege, by inje&ing into their minds rhat téey
bave ms 2if?, their familics cannot be profited or editicd by them
in fuch an undertaking ? Are any of you tried in thic refpef?,
dear brethren ! Counter not tco much with fleth and blord ;
liften net to the fuggeftions of fatan ; you am not ignorant of
his devifes ; refift his temptations ; tell him your families can
underftand your language, that God knows your meaning, and
that he will fupport you in your undertaking. If the cnemy
with your owr: bearts, thauld Rill flrive to excufe from this du-
ty, fay there is no excufe that you can make will anf{wir the
mind of God who hath commanded you, or the mind of your
brethren that have exhorted you, or of your own fouls that at
times has perfuaded vou of this duty’s being binding on ail
chriftian heads of families. A negle@ of this duty, not only
weakens our own hands, but furnithes our encmies with wea-
’fons againftus. When thofe that profefs no religicn vifit our
amilies, and perhaps abide with us fome confiderable time, or
when we hize them into our fervice, or live tagether with them
upder one roof, and they do not hearus prayin our families and
perhaps fay but little sbout religion, have they not fome reafon
to queftion our fincerity in the religion we profefs.

Brethren we with you profperity in religion ; put on the
whole chriftian armour apd ftand with vour loins girt abeu:
with truth, then you will be able 1o quenchthie fery darts of the
wicked ; then you may enjoy yourfelves in. vour t2milies, in
focietv, 3nd in the church of God, and wiil de prepared o meet
the approbatian of yaur Judge, and at lait ¢ reccived into his
glor: mic Kingdsm wih excecding ic 3 whicals Uy hearty pray-
cr of brethren, yours in the bgft oi drnds.

The Scomngtea Liffociation met at Groion. Closer 20 and 21, 13201

To the correfponding Aflociations, j.vdcit grecting.

BELovED BRETHREN, |

'E have had another refrefhing feafon, thea® e merey o
our afcended Lond and Saviour, and have atundant .

-~
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{on to rejoice hot only at the profperity of our churches ; but of
our correfponding Affociations. Decar brethiren, there is nothing
appears fo neteffary in the prefentday as union, The necef
ot this is feen beth at heme and abroad, in church and ftate.
If we lock at home, even into our owrd hearts, we are ¢untinced
of this immcdiately ; for the fleth lufteth againft the Spirit and
the Spirit againft the flefh, and thefe ate contrary the one to the
other.  If we leok abroad into the world, we behold nation ri-
fing up againit nation, and Ringdom againft kingdom, till the
whole world feems to tremble to its centre.  Union muft begin
or the world muitend ; for if it be divided againit 1:{eif, it can-
not ftand.  Butbeloved, we are perfluaded better things of you,
and things that accompany falvation ; for the Omnipotent arm
of Jehovah has been ftretched out to bring us nigh by the hlood
of Chrift. Therefore, wearc no more ftrangers and foreighers,
but fellow citizendwith the faints, and of the houathold of God.
The holy Jefus praved that his foliowers might be one. Wi fee
then that this fubje& had a place in the Redeemer’s heatt.  He
knows that we have ftrong and potent enemies to conduor, be-
fore we could have full poflfeflion of our eternal inheritance.
He therefore prayed for us. Qur enemics are all combined to
ftop our progrefs in tnion, till ftrength, courage, zeal, and
every roble virtue of the foul, is overwhelmed with darknefs,
filled withi the horrid yells of difcord, loud as thunder and terrible
as deftru&ion. Out enemics are as many, and as powerful as
the god of this world, who hath blinded the minds of thofe who
belicve hot, can make them. Therefore we wreftle not againft
fleth and blood, but againft principalities, againft powers, a-
gainft the rulers of the datkners of this world, againft fpiritual
wickednefs in high places. Wherefore, it is neceffary that we
thould be all united in belicving the glorious doftrine of the

ofpel, in puting on the whole armour of God, and in going
%cnh with the drawn fword of the Spirit, glittering inourhands
and pointed to the hearts of the king’s enemies, till they all bow
to his feptre, or rafh from the borders of Zion, irto the black-
nefs of darknefs for ever. Then fhall difcord and enthufiaftic
phrenzy ceafe to break the cords of union. Then fhall the har-
monious fongs of Zion echo round the world, till all her fons
and daughters fhall ftart from their flumber: and afcend the holy
mount of God, to join the lofty language of heaven, in afcribing
glory, wifdom, thankfgiving, honor, povrer, and might unto
the Lamb for evermore.  Amen.

Signed n l\cb;df of the Affociation. .
A OS WELL8‘ MOdlralarc
JOHN STERRY, Clerk.




