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MINUTES, &
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Tuespay Olober, 19.

HE Fiders and meffengers of the feveral churches met at
Eld Cole’s meeting house in Plainfield.
t. Brother S:ephen Gano preached the introdu&ory fermon

from 2. Cor, viii ;}3
2. Made choice of brother Amos Wells moderator and bro.

ther John Sterry clerk.

3. Letters trom the feveral churclies were then read, and the
following account tak-n, of the number added, difmiifed, ex.
cluded, and that have died the year patt,

N. B. The names of the ordaincd minifters are in Roman
letters. Thofe with this markt were not pr fent. From chur-
ches marked thus® we had no letter. Vacant churches diitins

guithed by a dafh

Churches. Mcffengers. > U B9 2z
& =S 5 B =
. =~ .n- ’3
ift Stonington  Peleg Randal 3 1
¢ Elifba Palmer 3 3
) abez Gallop
ofbua Babcock,
:d Stonington  1Simeon Brown I == 4 == 170
4fs Spalding,
Fohn Stanten
Afber Miner
Daniel M. ain,
Greton John G, Whitman ¢ 2 t s 216
Benadam Galigp
Samuel Lamb

Amas Culver
Sands Fih.
$aybrook e — 3 = == 1 6s
George Atwell
Dan Spencer.

T xeter — ' t - 1 1 198
Richmond former,
3. Kingfton. et 65

?abn b
W . Greenwich

; - L ?
LKillebridge Rarber 3 4 9
Silas Baily

Roger Skelden.




Churches

ft Colchefter

Td Colchfter

Richmand

rampton

L(ontvillc

¢
!

it Chatham

ﬂ W codftock

+d Chatham

New-London &

Waterford
F. Haddam
Plainfield

s ]
Meffengers

oY

L=a)
ey

Thomas Smith

Zabez Hough
riah Downew

Fobn Tennant.

Afa Willcox
Alpheus Rogers
Eben. Rogers.

David Qlark

William Brnum'n;.
Abel Palimer 9
William Elliot

Nath. Bennet

Steven HWebb ~

William Rebinfon.
Reuben Palmert $
Fehiel Rogers

damuel Polis.

Amog Wells 9
Labin Thurber

Robert Baxter

Roebert dplin

Chizrles Chandler.

—
Conflant Welch

MW illiam Bslls

David Miner

George Gates,

Zadock Darrow 20

Samuel Weft '

t+Simeon Dickinfon ¢

gabn L igfdow.
athaniel Cole 15

Fincks Mafon

Samuel Pearce

Fobn Stranahas

Caleb Hall

Ranforn Perkins.

J3a

& o Z
6 ® &
~ a 8
o

-~ T 327
v I 45
27

I - 103
3 3 106
3 v ol
6 1 9¢
-y = "S
= - 53
2 r o



14

[ +

A d
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Killingly Peter Rogeis . 3 -~ - 4 1
' Fonathan Herrington
Nickslas Smith. _ :
Thomf{on Parfon Crofhy 26 -- .3 w- gy
Thos. Day .
Liijab Buates
' _‘7# Facobs. .
S, Kingfton +Benjamin Wait 24
2d Athtord Johin Rathbun I -- I 2 g
» Will. Snell jr. :
Stephen Chapmam.

4. Received letters from the following affociations, viz. From
the Warren aflociaticn, a letter and minutes by their meilen-
ger brother Stephen Gano. From the Danbury, a letter and
minutes by their meflengers brethren Afahel Morfe, Rutus
Babcock and Daniel Beftor. From the Groton Conferencea
Ictter and minutes by their meflengers brethren Afa Willcoy,
and John Sterry. From the New-York a letter and nnnutes
From the Philadelphia, a letter and minutes.  From the Stur-
bridge, brethren Robert Stanton, Silas Corbin and David Bates.

§: Reccived the Srurbridge affociation intu our feliowfhip
and correfpondance. '

6. Invited brother Rathbun and others from fifter affocia-
tions totake feats with us.

7. The circular and corre(ponding letters were read and re-
fered 1 a2 committee of brethren Gano, Rathbun and Palmer.

8. A query trom the church at Saybrook was read and refer-
ed to a committee of brethren Zadock Darrow, Robert Stan-
ton, Peleg Randal and Semuel Wett.

g. Adjourned till to morrow, tomeet as this place at g o'clock
A. M. for bufinefs. '
Publicworfhip in feveral placesin the vicinity this evening.

10. Mect according to adjournment. Prayerby the modera-
tor.

11. The ciivular and correfponding letters read again and
accepted.

12. Thecommittee appointed to examine the query from
the church at Saybrook, aniwered in negative.

13. Having received information by a letter from the 2d
chnrch at Chatham, refpeéting the condu@ of Squire Goff, late
F u.aembt:l: of that church, who has recejved ordination, and ot
their dealings with him, requefling our attention thereto. Vo-



to oppoint 2 committee to inveltigate the bufinels of Lis of-
1atdon, and to make report of their doings at our Asxt affucis
on, and brethren Gano, W. Rathbun and Croﬂ)y were 2ps
inted.
14. Voted that brother George Atwell write the clpcnlap
cer, and brother Samuel Weit the correfponging letier 1ot
t year. . :
f;.y Voted that brethen Zadock Darrow, and George Ats
il be meflengersto the Danbuty Aifociation : brethren Lia«
n Thuroer, -Parfon Crofby Amos Welis to the Shafibuiy
ethren Abel Palmer, John G Whitman, to the Warren,
cthren Peleg Randal and Laban Thurber to the Graton Coa
ace: Brethren Stephen Gano and Valentine W Ratabun v
she New York : Brethren Amos Wells, Abel Paltner Reus
) Palmer and Valentine W Rathbun to the Sturbridge Aila.
tion.
16, Appeinted the clerk to forward the minutes tothe Patla-
hia Ailociation,
7. Voted that the clerk fuprrintend the printing of the ils
¢S, .
18. Voted that our next annual affociation be keld at Eld,
1con Brown's meeting houfe in Stonington, the third tuesday
&. 18073,
9. Attc??‘ided to the report nf the committe, appalinted jn
Y. 18¢co, to prefer oar petition. Voted to return the thanks
his atlociation to thein for fuperintending {aid petition to the
eral Affembly of this fate.
0. Appointed a committee of brethren Afahel Motle, Dan-
Beftor, David Bolls jr. Amos Wells, Abel Palmer and
el Weift to meet brethren from the Shafsbury and Dane
v aflociations, to confult means for the, profperity of Z,lon,‘
ccference to the interference of Civil Authaiity {0 matters
1o divien.
.Vetod to difinifs the church at Thomf{on,under the ¢ars of
". Parfon Crofby, and the 2d. church in Atfhford, to join
surbridge afluctation.
2. Voted to reccommend to the sister churches to obferve
8th, day of december next as a day of fafting, humillation
praver |
;- Brother Abel Palmer preached a concluding fermon.

ELDERS and MESSENGERS of the Stoningten Baptiji

ciation, eonvened at Plainfield OSober, 19 and 20, 18od, [, ]

feveral churches whom they reprefent, fend greeting,

OVED BRETHREN,

IT is promifcd thatin the laft days the mountain of the
Lord’s house fhall be eflatlithed inthe tep of the

ntains, and fhall be exalted above the hills . Ifa. ils 8. of

incicafe of his governinent and peace there fhall be no end¢




I3, ix. 9. So likewife, the feripture informs us that thers
fhall be mockings in the laft time, that fhall feduce and dray
alide many from the truth. Jude 18. 1. Tim. iv. 1. 2 Tig,
iii, 1 andiy. 3. Al which feems to be fulfiling.
We are happy to hear of the marvellous worg of Godin dif,
tant parts ot our land,& that fome of our churches have exper.
enced tue benign influences of his grace ; nevertherle[i_)c, o
there were falfe prophets among the people of old ; so there ar
falfe teachers in ourday. How is infidclity propagated ;
Flools of crrors are gone forth like locufts trem the {fmoke of
the bottamlefs pit : or like frogs from the mouth ot the dragq,
beaits and falfc prophets ; so that many turn away their cay
from the truth, and are turned to fables ; by which means th
way of truth is cvil fpoken of. Is it not a time, brethr.o,
when the Apoftles exhortation is peculiarly applicable, ¢« L
us run with paticnce the race thatis fet beforeus . 7Tt
fame Apoftle fays ¢ ve have neced of patience, that after «
have done the will of God ye might recvive the promise.” Wi
it not-be found particularly mecetlary that this grace be dilig-n:,
ly fought forin this ftate of trial,when we confideritin its agr.
mcnt with the other graces of the fpirit, like one ftring in thy
goiden cord, twifted by the gentle hand of the Redeemer, y
draw our fouls to God,that our feet mizht move with {witt obe.
dience, in the way of his preceptst The grace of patience s
particulasly neceflary as it refpecrs aur faith. It is not enoug}
jor us to give credit ta the promife ; but by patient continuany
in well doing, feek for glory, honor, immortality, eternallifs
Faith is 3 moft precious and excellent grace of the Spirit
God, whereby the {oul is enabled to believe, or to go out of it
felf, and wholly to rely and reft upon the complete obedience o
a crucificd Saviour, having the warrant of his proniife tor jui
tification and eternal life ; and faith is ftrong while with quic
nef> snd patience we wait for the fulfilment of the pronif
It was doubtlefs for want of this, that Sarah, Abraham’s wile
endeavoring to haften the premife, brought in the handm:
gnd a mocker was brought torth. Was it not for want of thi
that Mofes complained, the Lord bad evil entreated his peopl
W as it not for want of thig (hat David feared he fhonld fallo
day by the hand of Saul,when bv the prophet, God had promif
ed hiin the throne of [fraz] ? [s it not for want of patienc
that fo many in this day, faylike the church of old ¢the Lor
ath forfaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me"” while G
s moving round the outward wheel of his providence, tobrir
about the defign of his lave and mercy. Hope itfelf isa p
tient and well grounded expe&ation of what Jod hath promif
ed ; futarity being eflential to hope's obje&. Faith feest
romife and beholds it tha’ afar off. Abraham faw my day,fai
hrift. While hope keeps the (oul alive in a patient and »
groynded expeQation of the tulfillment and accomplifhment




: and can tve brethren ever ceafe to love that God who hath
de fuch great and precious promifes, whilc we have patience
wait for their accomplifiment. Can we ever ceafe to ad-
re an | love that God whao hath made fuch rich provifion for
r foul,, and hath made fuch wonderful difplays ofit in ths
fpel, that we through patiznce and comfort ot the {criptures
ght have hope Hence we li:arn how neceflary patience is as a
nchot that godlinefs, which is profitable unto all things,
[\:'ng promife of the life which now is, as well as that to
e ; tor if we pafs through trying fcenesor are poor in this
rld, vet are we blefled of God while all the mercizs of heave
both fpiritual and temporal are enjoyed, and thofe we need,
wair for with paticnce and refignation. N
Finally, brethren be patient, ftabiith vour hearts and may
- God of patience and hope that brought again our Lord Jee
Chrift from the dead,the great fhepherd of the fheep,through
blond of the everlafting covenant, make you pert=& in all
ngs to do his will. workin: in you that which is well plealing
iis fight through Jefus Chritt our Lord.

e Elders and brethrer compafing 1he Stonington Aﬂncginn,
o our corrcfponding AHociations, fendeth Chriftisn S#utae
ion,

Briovep Brerurew,

S the indulgent guardian of man has preferved offr lives

and bronght us togethcragain at this annual meeting, we
¢ an opportunity of addrefling you ina colle@ive capacity,
sa faying of the wife man, that two are Better than one,
a threefold cord is not quickly broken ; by which we learn
it the defigns of heaven manitelted by nature’s great liw, ax
1 as revclation, is that men fhould be fellow-helpers. The
Fle ftate of infants, the unweary paths ot youth, the decrips
de of old age, the inabillity of individuals to execute the bu-
fs of time, all evince the uti“ily of fociety in civil Jite ;
rare arruments lefs conclufive and pungent 1n matters of res
ien. But alas how has fin defaced the nobleft work of God §
v has man become a degenerate plant, and how often havg
~torrew from them of whom we expe& joy ¢+ Nor dous thé
<e of revelation promife to individuals, nor fociettes in thig
rld, peace without contention, a crown without a crofs, npof
it without incumbrances. Sceing then that this world is
nixture of good and.evil, and men are in a ftate between the
ifummate holinefs of heaven, and the entire deformity of
I, let us wait patiently till our change comes 5 nor be fo over+
irged with the cvils of this life as to negle& the iore im+
tant concerns of that which is to come. On thir grournd
joyfully imbrace this oppartunity of correfpending with yolt
letter and  delligates, withing to contribute (at leat two
€s ) to your fmrtherance in the gofpel, and that inreturn, we



may receive much from you, for our repreof, iaftruion oy
comnfnrt, - -

We canceive tiat the chiurch of Chrift isnot gayerned by th,
lawa of men, but by hizown laws, not Ly the exercile of hy,
mIn power, but by ke doltrine of Jefus and his apoitles
ia not defended by carnal weapons and inftruments ot deur,
but by fpisitual weapons & inftruments of righteoufnefs : Ny
by might and power, but by mv Spirit faith the Lord. The -
phet Panlel animated with the profpe@ cf ke kingdon
Chrif¥in this world.dzclares that the God ot heaven thall fet iy
a Lkingdom that fhall never be deftroved,neithcr be lett to ity
pegple ; but the kin.dem and dominion and the greatnefs ot g
under the v hole hgaven fhall be given to the peaple of the L.y
of the moft high. The rife, ftanding and increale of thisk's..
dem, is mdependant of humas compa@s, nevociations,ar ¢: ..
ties ; but is fecuredin the great treaty between J-hovah anu .
Mediator in the couacil of peace whi his betweea them b
in which covenant the perfons and bleflings of this kingdom -
permaneantly fecured.. o

Dcar brethren if fuch is the fecurity and happinel: of '
faints, O let us never forget the price of our redemption. I -
Lamb that was {lain has declared that he come to do the wili .
him that fent him, andto finifh his work. H¢ has magui' |
the law and made it honorabic ; eftablifhed his amiable char..
ter in both warlds ; has richly difplayed his excellent perfectics
that he might build up truth, expofe fin, conquer fatan an
fave finners by his blood. O how immenfe the love, how ..
the grace, how inexpreflible the kindnefs, how paintul the cos
fii€, how intercfting to us and how triumphant to himfelt =
vitory? Thea let Arians, Sofinians, or any other nmame
t'ervalue the blosdy {acrifice, {ufferingz and atonement of th
rod man Mediator ; yet on this foundation we truft onr for:
and humbly hope to meet in a happy cternity, and be like iz
when we fhall fee him as heis.

We rejoice in the refrething tidings from fome of our chu:-
“hes, that the fpirit of the Lord has been marveloufly pourcy
~ut, in the courfe of the year paft. The preceeding minutes wi’
ive information of the gencral ftate OfPOUI' chifrches, and whi
wltera‘ions have taken place fince our Iaft. In the prefent ie’
fion, 'noderationand good order have prefided.

Now unto him that is able t9 keep us from falling end ‘inallr
toprefent us faultlefs before the throne of hisglory with ex.
«c=ding joy, be praife everlafting. AMEN.

Signed in behalf of the Affaciatipn.

AMQS WELLS, Mwderatsz,
JOHN STERRY, Chr4.



