$7920

Baptists . Connecticut. Stonington Association, 1805.
Minutes ... at Montvilie, October 15 and 16, 1805.
Norwich, [ Ct. 1, Sterry & Porter, 1805. [ 81 pp.
RWe copy.



MINUTES

®F THE

- STONINGTON
BABTIST ASSOCIATION,
k,Hf'iL‘D?.‘A‘I‘ '
‘MGNWULE»
O CT 6 BER 15 AND 18,
1805
roasrume, mrwmnen
CIRCULAR ¢ CORRESPONDING
e

NORWICH :
PrinTrp BY O o P , .

180%,



| MINUTES, &«. o

=

HE Elders and Brethren from the several Churches

being met, Elder Asahel Morse from the Danbury

Association, delivered the introductory Sermon, from Rom.
i. 7. o '

2. Chose Brather Samuel West, Modcrator and Asa
Spalding, Clerk. .

3.. Letters from the several Churchs were then read, ard
the following account taken of the number added, dismis.
sed, excluded; and that have died the year past, with the
present number in each Church.

N. B. The names of ordained Elders are in Izalic let-
ters, those with this mark + were not gesent.‘ From

Churches mmarked thus * we had noletter. Vacant Church.
es distinguished by & dashi—— ‘. |
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Chuiches. Ministers & Messengers. I
Ist. Stonington Peleg Randal 17 0 o I 188
Elias S. Palmer
- Jabez Gallup
‘ Gershom Palmer -

.. Walter Brown, jun. )
2d. Stoningtont Simeon Brown 34 0 0 0 15k
Asher Miner :
John Stanton |, =
Jedediah Randal
- Asa Spalding A - |
Groton. John G. Whitman 0 6 3 0 193
Amos Culver
James Gallup
Saybrook.  George Arwell 2 0 0 1 1
Eliphaler Lester
Michael Spencer
Timothy Warner
Nathan Douglass
Exeter. 0O 0 0 4 189
Matthew Clark




:
Churches. Minisiers & Messengers.
Richmond for- § 0
S. Kingston.
W. Greenwich. — |
Pardon Tillinghast
Joseph Tillinghast
Jst. Colchester, - 0
. Asa Randal
Thomas Smith
Jabez Hough, jun.
. Eben. Packer
2d Colchester 0
Asa Willcox
'Ebén. Rogers
James Rogers
Alpheus Rogers
Richmond* : 0
Hampton. Abel Palmer 6
Stephen Webb
Asa Bennet
William Bennet
Montville. Reuben Palmer 1
Nathan Champlin
Samuel Bolles
Edward Siebbins
Chatham, — 0
David Miner |
Stephen Acley
Waterfordt  Zadock Darrow 4

Francis Darrow
East-Haddamt Simeon Dickinson
John Bi%‘g;dow,. jun,

Daniel Williams 14
Plainfieldt Nathaniel Cole 2
Ransom Perkins
| John Bennet
Killingly * 0

Sou'rhkingstonf Benjamin Weight 1

Enoch Steadman
‘d Stonington ' 0
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| 2Ry Z
Churches. Mintsters ® Messengers. | o8
- Thomas Spoener
-Fohn Hudson _
New.London Samugl West 2 0 © 2 6
| Yohn Lewis ~
Joseph Anabal

Lebanon. Nehemiah Dodge 0 0 0 0 381
Jona. Goodwin, jun. ~ — — ———
TorarL, 83 14 12 22 2197

4. Receiveda Letter & Minutes from the Warren Asso-
tiation, by their Messenger Elder Bradley.~—Received a let.
ter & minutes from the Danbury Association, by their Mes-
sengers, Flders Marse, Green, and Blakesley, from the Gro-
ton Conference, a letter & minutes, by ther Messenger Ell
der Sterry. | | o

5. Appointed Brethren, Nehemiah Dodge, Abel Pal-
mer & John G. Whitman, a Committee to examine our Cir-
cular & Corresponding Letters. =~ = -

6. As the Church at Killingly, have net attended with
us, or represented themselves with us these three years, the
Association appointed Brethren, Abel Palmer, Asher -Mi-
ner and Jededizh Randal a Committee te visit said Church,
& make Report to our next Association.

7. Adjourncd till 9 o’clock to-orrow morning.

' WEDNESDAY, OctoBzR 16.

8. Metaccording to Adjournment, and read the Circu-
lar and Corresponding Letters and accepted them.

9. Appointed Elder Abel Palmer'to write the Corres.-
ponding and Elder Nehemiah Dodge the Circular Letters.

10.  Appointed Brothers Abel Palmer and Nehemiah
Dodge messengers to the Danbury Association. Brs. John
Lewis, Peleg Randal, to the Warten Ascociation. Brs.
Peleg Randal and Asher Miner to the Groton Confe.-
rence. Brs. West and Morse to the New-York Association.
Brs. J. Gano, Whitman, Elida Blakesley to the Sturbridge.
Brother Spalding to forward our Minutes tothe Leyden As.

'miation, ‘Brs. Goodall, Willcox, Whitman and Welch
to the Otsego Association, and likewise to forward our Mi-
nutes to the Ransaleorville Association. Br. Westto for-
ward our Minutcs to the Philadelphia Association. . Br. J.




- Printing our Minutes.
12. Voted that our next Association he held at Water.
ford at Elder Darrow’s Meeting-house, the third Tuesday in
Oct. next, at 10 o’clock A. M.

Gallup oyr- Me&scrger to the Shaftsbusry. |
11.  Appointed Br. Asa Spalding to superintend the

!'

13. Voted Br. David Bolls jun. of Hartford, be continu.
ed as eur Agent to present the Baptist Petition to the Gener-
al Assembly. .
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CIRcULAR LETTER.
gl : € G

THE Brethren from the several Churches that canqb’ose the
Stonington Association ; to the Churches whom they rep-
resent, Send GREETING.

BELOVED BRETHREN,

A CCORDINGtoourformer practiceinour annual meet.
ings, we now addressycu by Letter, which we Earnestly wish
may be for your Edification, Strengthening and Further.
ance in the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
in which are contained great and precious Promises, solid
Joy and Comfort, and strong Consolation, to all that love his
appearing, and endure unto the End, for the same shall be
Saved. _ |

Anbp as we live in 2 day wherein Iniquity “is abounding
& the love of Many waxing cold, many delusive Doctrines
propagated, some crying lo here and others lo there ; and
the Enemy of Soulsand of the Cause and Kingdom of the
dear Redeemer, going about seeking whom he may devour ;
while we see Sin and Abominations increasing in the Earth ;
while many grow bold in their Iniquities, likewise it appears
to be a day of great National struggles in the world which
is predicted in Scripture that should take place in the last
days ; previous to the sccond coming of the Son of Mar.
As distress of Nations, with perplexity, men’s Hearts faiting
them for fear, and for looking after those things which are
cowing on the Earth.

Bur Dear Brethren, bc not discouraged or dismayed



:.' rce we have such great precious and faithful promises,

wuring our perscevergnce through all adverse providences
‘mtxlthe Judgement day;, « when he shall send his Angelswith
““a great sound of a Trumpet, & they shall gather together,
«hic Flect from the four winds, from one end of Heaven ta
‘“the other.”

AxD “ blessed is that servant, whom his lerd, when he
cemeth, finds faithful,”? let us therefore he eareful and take
I.cec; that we let none of these things slip.  And be not 700
muck engaged (as we fear, too many arc) In Polttxcaldnsputes,
and State polmcs but lct uscarnestly commit the affairs
of all things both Spiritual and Temporal to him with whom
we have todo, who sees and knows all things in Heaven &
Earth ; and doth his pleasure and none can hinder : who
hath the hearts of all men in his hand, and can turn them, as
the Rivers of water are turned 3 and while others are per-
plexing themselves in those dlsputes let vs retlre to our
clasets and with earncst and unfelgned desires wrestle with
Gop for his Divine mtc“posltmn for cur good, and hls Glo-
ry ; that he vould gratiously turn the hearts of the children
of men to himself, and purlty a peculiar People, zealous of
good works; and dispose the hearts of Kings, Ru-
lers and all men io prace, 2nd that he would purge our land
from the many growing and gross Evils and Abominations,
which call aloud for Judgements on the sinful inhabitants
oftl Earth. () Brcthren can we not do more in a few
moments with Gop through Jesus Christ than all the vain
disputes :—all the ldbornouf Assembles of States and Em-

ires without him, in bringing about those great and desira-
{)!e cljects ; that our land mey become Eiapuel’s 5 and ihe
vilderness blossom like a Rose. |

Pcar Brethren notwithstanding 1t is a day of great adver-
Ly in many phccs, and on many accounts; yet we have
reason to rejoice at the good News from many parts, where
rew Churches are crected, old ones erlarged, and large ac-
Lessions made to the Redeemers Kingdom, notwithstanding

I the eforts of Satan to overthrow.

I ianlly, bretheen, auffer the word of exhortation ofthe Apos-
tle Deter, ive el diligence, add to-vour faith virtue ; and
1 virtae knowledge 5 and to knowledge Temperance ; and
to Temperiice p“txeuce and to patienee Godliness ; and to
Godiingss brethesly kindness; and to onthcrlv Lmdncss




A e -t wanar | ur b

rCharitv . For if these things be in you, and abound, they

make you that ye shall neither be barrern or unfruitiul in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that laicketh
these things is blind, and cannot sec far off, and hathforgot-
ten that he was purged from his old Sins. \\’hcrcforc the
rather, Brethren, give dilifence to make your calling and
clection sure: for if ye do these things ye shall never fall ;
for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly
into the Everlasting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jz-
svs Crrist.—Amen.
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CORRESPONDING LETTER.
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YHE Elders ¢ Brethren of the Stonington Association, con-
oened at Montville, October 15 & 16, 1805, tothe Asso-
ciations with whom they correspord, send Christian Saluta-

tion.
DEAR BRETHRELN,

IT is with joy that tve receive information frowh you by
vour Minutes, & messengers, our souls rejoice to hearjof the
prosperity of Zion, by the out pouring of the divine Spir-
it, on the inhabitants of a nurtber of our Atlantic Towus ;
as well as on theinterior settlements; vet the Church of
Christ is in a State of warfare, her foes are many, and
their modes of warfare arc various; yet all are siming to
rob God of his glory, and szints of their happiness. ence
e perceive the necessity, of putting on the whole armour
of God. 'Whilston on¢ hand the pamted hypocrite marked
with the veil of State Religion, attempts to wrest the gov.
trnment of the Chorch from the hand of Clirist.  The open
Infidel, the licentious and profunc on the other : are des.
pising the Laws of God, and the faith of the Gospel,  Yet
the saints of Ged, Delieving the Church to be found-d cn
Jesvs Crrist, redcemed by his own blood, and conquered
by grace divine, have reason torejoice, evenin tribulaion,
believing, that our warfare will terminate in the glory of
God and the best good of his people. Wherefore, diar

brethren, let us stand with our loins girt with 12oth, and



our lamps trimthed and burmh% ahd tve a5 mgn wampg
for the coming of our Lord Jesus CHRrEsT Am!‘n ud

SAMUEL WEST, Moderator.
ASA SPALDING, Clrk.




