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CIRCULAR LETTER.

Tae Miniflers and Me ]Enger: of -the Woobpstock' Bar-
TIST ASSOCIATION, to the Clmrclm whom they reprefent,
fend greetmg,

Dear BRETHREN, T -
Permit us to addrefs you on the 1mp0r.,ant and mtereﬁmg,,
fubjet of Bapti/m and the Lord's Supper. )
As thefe are Sacraments.appointed byour Lord and. Savior
Jefus Chrift, to be continued until his' fecond coming, and .
unto the end of the world ; it is of great importance. that we-
. underftand what they are, and to whom they are to be ad»
miniftered. And »
1ty Thefe are pofitive inflitutions about Whlch we can
know nothing, but from what Chrift, and thole infpired by
his Spirit have taught us,
2d, Whenever, and wherever, thefe ordinances are {o
altered, as to lofe the intent of the inftitutor, then and therg’
the ordinances are loft and become no Chriftian ordinances,
Thele things we fhall take for granted.

When our Lord commanded his minifters to baptize
in- the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft; he muft
mean that they fhould perform fome particular aftion n that
facred name. And what that a&ion was, we may underftand
by knowing the meaning of the word baptize, and the manner
in which baptifin was a&ually performed by John the Baptiﬁ,
and Chrift’s immediate followers, The meaning of the-orig-
inal verb,Baptizo, which is tranflated to baptize, is firft,to dip
or overwhelm ; fecandly, to wath. Tor this definition we
have the united teftimony of a2 numerous tramn of learned and
pious Pedobaptif} authors. |

John the Baptiit baptized in Aecnon, near to Sa-
lem, becaufe there was much water there, and in the ¢
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Jordan ; and Jefus, being baptized of him, went up firaitway
out of the water. Chrift's difciples were wont to pray by
a niver fide. Philip and the eunuch went down both into
the water, and he baptized him. From the above, and other
evidence, which we have not room to irfert, it appears to us
that John the Baptift and the Apoftles baptized by dipping.
And 2 multitude of learned azd pious Pedstaptiff authors ful-
ly concede to this.

Thirdly, we conceive, that where fprinkling or pour-
ing is pradtifed for baptifm, the ordinance is fo far changed as
to /ofe the intent of the inftitutor, and confequently becomes
no chriffian ordinance.

Fourthly, we can find no evidence that any were bap-
tized but fuch as were apparently made difciples ;5 John requi-
red, in order for baptifm, that his hearers fhould bring forth
frusts meet for repentance. Matth. 34, 8th ; and Luke Sd,
Sth. |

We have no account that Chriit’s difciples baptized any,
but fuch as were 3pp:r_rently made dxfc‘ples 1ft John, 4th,
1ft, 2d. | ’

Chrift, in the commidion which he gave to his minifters,
gives no hberty to baptize any, but fuch as are firft taught
or difcipled. Matth. 28th, 19th, and no one, that we have
any account of in the New Teftament, ever deviated from
the rule laid down in the commiffion.

Fxfthly, in _ﬂrt& corgformzty to the commiffion which Chrift
gave to his difciples, they immediately baptized all ‘thofe who
gave evidence of their faith in Chrift.* The cafe of Saul
and that of the jailor are remarkably full to the point ; for the
former had neither ate nor drank for three days, yet he was
baptifed before he took meat ; and the latter, being convert-
edin the dead of night, was bapt:zed before break of day.

Furthermore, 1we have not the leaft intimation that ever one
awas admitted ti the Lord's tabie prior to his being baptized. Now
the fame commiffion which our Lord gave to his primitive
difciples, he fil/ gwe.r his minifters ; and our prafhce ought to

0000000

*A&s 2d, 38th, 41ft, and sth, 12th, 13th, 36th, 'Wh 48th znd
oth. 1sth chap. 18th sth and 224, x')th '
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be a5 theirs was ; therefore, no unbapuized perion ought to
be admittzd to the commaunion table. : |

Onur next enquiry fhall be, who are in duty bound to’
come to the Lord’s table ? Or who are-thus direéted, < this °
do in remembrance of me.” This command was given‘té_
Chrift’s diftiples, and doubtlefs continues to be the duty of-
all fuch to this day. Then why have we denied this privi-
lege to many, whom we really efteem as his difciples ? Thus
is a queftion of ferious importance to us ; for cn account of
this praltice we are fligmatized as felf righteous, uncharitable
B’ggofé, not only by the world, but by profeﬁ'ots of religion :
And this is not all, for fome whom we really eﬂégnﬁ as the
Lambs of Chrift, of varlous denominations, including our -
own, are much grieved with this pra&tice. When this is the
Gfe, we ought to examine carefully, and fee if we al agree«
ably to Chrift’s ‘commands, which inc'ulcgté love and union
among chriftians. 'We ought ﬁk_gwife to render the reiﬁéhs_
of our condu& to our grievad brethren, of all deriomina-
_tions. This we fhall endeavor briefly to do. .
| Although we would by no meansfay any thing, that can

be taken Aard or ankind, againft any dexf?q@ination of chnf-
tians, did not dyty require it 3 yet as we f_é_,él bound to de-
clare plainly, the reafon why we cannot commune with all,
whom we efteem as chriftians ; we thall be ﬁgdéx"_ the necefi-
ty of mentioning fome things in other denominations,
which bar us from this privilege which we ardenely wifb to
enjoy. But as it is the Lord’s table, and not ours, we muit at-
tend to bis direions, rather than to our own felings.

As our refufing to é,g_iximui;g Wigh the Cpngr_egatidnaliﬁs
apd Methodifts is the chief, if not all, the occafion of grief
in the lambs of Chriff, we thall confine ourfelves to thefe
two denominations. And firft, although it is ;hg duty of all
chriftians to commune at the Lord’s table, yet this is not al-
ways their firft duty : For we read, 1& Cor. 1ith, 28th,
& Jet 2 man examine himfelf, and fo let him eat of that bread
and drink of that cup.” Again, Matth. 5th, 23d, 24th,
¢ tbeljcfaqg if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there re.
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sqembereft that thy brother hath aught againft thee, leave

there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way, firft be rec- -
onciled to-thy brother ; then come and offer thy gift.” Now,

had we evidence that,any brother had negleted thefe plain

peerequifites, we- could not admit him to communion at the
Lord’s table, without pra&lcally bxddmg him Ged fpeed mﬁ
difobedience to his commands. And the fame ‘ryle.will ap-_
Plv, with equal forre, with refpet to ev ery plain pre-requi- -
fite.-

. And as we have briefly proved, firft, that d ppmg, and that
enly, is baptifm ; fecondly, that baptifm is the g7/, or inime-
diate duty of all fuch as give evidence of chriftianity ; and fo
the door of admittance into a gofpel church ; and have no”
kind of evidence that any were ever admitted without it :
We cannot confiftently admit.any to communion whom we ef-

teem unbaptized. For if we do, we fhall be guilty of pradi--
sal folfebood. For by admitting them we muft practically fay, -

either firft, that we believe they are-baptized (and confe-
quently that miariy of us have beemr baptized twice) when we
really helleve no ‘fuch thing. -

Or fecondly, that baptifin is not 2 pre-requifité-to- com-
munion, when our belief is ‘juft the reverfe. Or third, that
their believing themfelves to be baptxzed makes - them fo,
when our fettled judgment is, that neither  their- belief
nor ours can in thé leaft alter the commands and orditian-
ces of Chrift. Or laffly, that 'h_ié'commands and ordinances -
may be trifled with ; and that when they crofs our feelings
or thofe of our brethren, we are not bonnd to obey them ! -
when we really believe no fuch’ thing. * If we fthould thus?!
feek to pleafe men, we fhould not be the fervants of Jefus
Chrift.  Secondly, if we admit thofe to the Lord’s table;:
whom we efteem unbaptized, while we-fully belreve baptifm :
. to be 2 pre-requifite to communion, we go counter to the*
law of Jove. Tor if we love the Lord with all our hearts, we:
fhall keep his commands ; and if we love our neighbor ar-
brother as ourfelves, we fhall not fuffer {fin upon our broth-
er; but fhall reprove him in tendernefs : And as we couldt
npt commune at the Lonl’s table, ourfz/ves, before we are bap-
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vifed, if we love our brother as ourfelves, we eanriot ‘admit
him, before he has attended to the fame divine pre-requifite.
~ .Thirdly, as many congregational chiirches receive mem-
bers,who do not even pretend,that they are born again ;-yes,
receive all civil perfons who with to join them . 4nd ordain
minifters over them, without examining -the candidates for
that facred office, refpécting the work of regenerating grace
on their hearts ; and pay little or no attention tc¢ gofpel dilci-
pline ; we cannot own thefe as gofpel churches, by extend-
ing our fellowfhip to them : Nay, we find no more divinie
authoriy for communing with them than with other cvil
perfons, who never joinzd any church ; and other congrega-
tional churches, though they examine candidates for the min-
iftry, as well as perfons who wifh to join'them in church fel-
lowfhip, with refpe@t to chriftian experience ; and pay atten-
tion to difcipline ; yet. are fo clofely connefled with the fisft
mentioned cburclw by reciprocal communion, and in the ordi-
nation of minifters; that fhould we_own thefe.as gofpe} ¢hur-
_ches, we virtually own the whale denomination.

'Fourthly, thould we affent that fprinkling is gofpel bap-
tifm ; and that the. members of thefe churches are, in this re-
{pect, properly-introduced into the vifible church ; to be con-
fQiftent, and as many of their writers allow, ,v{e. muft re-

~eive the parents with their numerous offsprifig, both old
.and young, intc our fellowihip ; for they have all been in-
troduced in the fame way ; and if fprinkling is baptifm for
the parents, it is for the children 5 by which a&t we fhould
‘not only countennce and aflift in building up the pradtice of
infant baptifm, but extend our fellowfhip to all thofe whe
were received in infancy, and have not fince been cxcluded ;
though many of them, to !l appearance, are irreligious and
_profane, and-fome are even infidels. If thefe ought to be re-
ceived into fellowthip, none ought to be refufed. -
~ Although many of . the above remarks equally apply to
.Congregational and Methodift churches, yet we fhall make a
few obfervations with particular reference to. the latter. It
probably will be pleaded in favor of fome of their members,
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that they have been- baptized in the apofiolic mode, as we
underftand it. But we humbly conceive, that the praQice of
thefe churches, with refpeét to baptifm, is not only unferiptu-
ral, but inconfifient with itfelf ; for,

14t, By their rules of do&trine and difcipline, they hold
ftri@ily to the baptifm of infants 3 which muft be an ingpor -
fant duty, ‘Or a great error ; as it very materially effe@ts the
upbuilding of the vifible church: If it be the latter, by -
what authority do they maintain and pra&ife it ? Bt if the
former, why do they tolerate many of their members in the
neglett of it ? If it be a duty, it is becaufe it is psfitively infli-
tuted by Chrift 3 and while they efteem it to be fo, how can
they hold thofe in fellowfhip, who.live conftantly in difobedi-
ence, in the total neglet of it ?

2dly. While they hold infant baptifm to be valid, and
. praftife it, they yet (if defired) baptize the fame perfons af-

ter they come to years of underftanding ; which is pratical-

ly difannulling infant baptifm, or rebaptizing ; for the latter
of which we know of no fcripture #vidence.
3dly. They prattife fprinkling for baptifm ;. and altho’
when they fprinkle a perfon, they declare in the moft fol-
emn manner that they baptize, yet when a perfon, who has
been fprinkled, is convinced that he is not baptized; and de-
fires to be fo, they baptize him by dipping ; which is pralti-
cally difannulling fprinkling or rebaptizing ; and yet at the
~ fame time they fprinkle all thofe who prefer this mode, and

{olemnly declare that they baptize them.

Secondly. They hold doftrines which to us appear to
tend to fubvert the great gofpeét doétrine of falvation by grace
alone ; afew only of which we fhall have room to mention.
And firft, they deny the do&rine of unconditional eletion ;
and affirm that no man is eleCted until he has performed the
previous condition of faith in Chrift ; and that faith is 2 caufe
of eleftion. Secondly, they hold that no man is regenera-
ted, until he has, on his part, atually performed the condi-
tion, to which this blefling is pofitively promifed until he
has altually forfaken his wic! <ed ways and ghoughts, and
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feeks the Lord, and that men do thus without any miore:di-
vine afliftance than others have, who never do it. .
~ On which we take the liberty to obferve, that to us it év-
idently appears, that no unregenerate perfon ever truly feeks
the Lord, while he remains fo. For which we offer three
reafons.  1ft. Spiritual bleflings -are promifed to all who -
feek the Lord ; but never promifed to the exercifes of a cat-
nal unrenewed heart. 2d. No fecking can ba acceptable
“but through faith in Jefus Chnift ; for, without faith it is 1m-
poffible to pleafe God. 3d. The man after God’s own heart,
and other holy men of old, were frequently employed in
Jeeking God ; and were greatly blefled therein. But ¢« the
wicked through the pride of his countenance, will not feek
after God.” Wherefore we humbly conceive, that if unre-
generate men, on their part, do aftually perform ail this,
and that too with no more divine affiftance than others’ who
never are born again, then there is no need of regenerating
grace ; for it feems-the change isactually wrought ; but 1if it
be not completed, they have, it feems, the promife of God
that it fhall be. And if men perform thefe important condi-
_ tions, with that divine affiftance which is common to others ;
they may with great propriety thus addrefs the unconverted ;
_ ¢ had you done as much in the caufe of God, and been as
well difpofed towards the way of falvation, as we were, with
the fame divine help that you had, you would certainly have
“been converted.” Thirdly, they believe that thofe who are
regenerated, have no certain promife of falvation ; that their
falvation now depends folely on their own exertions, uncon-
nected with any more divine affiftance than what many have,
who atually fall from a ftate of juftification into eternal per-
dition. |
If this doirine be according to godlinefs, thould thefe
queftions be asked the faints in glory, ¢ who maketh theeto
differ from another man ? What haft thou that thou hait
not received ?” The anfwer muft be to this effe@, I re-
ceived no more divine affiftance while I lived on earth, than

many did who are now in bell ; had they improved that
B



10

grace as 1 did, they would have been faved ; therefore, altheo’
it was grace to promife heaven to either of us, on our exer-
tions, yet, as I performed the condition, with no more divine
help than they had, ri;y own exertions are the fole caufe of
the infinite difference which exifts between us.”
 Furthermore, if the above doétrines be according to the
{criptures, we conceive, that it depends not on the fovereign
will of God, but folely on the will of creatures, whether
Chrift thall ever * fee of the travail of his foul, or have a
{eed to ferve him ;” for, it feems, God dees no more, in this
world, for thofe who are faved, than he does for many who
are loft ; therefore the event refts folely with the creature.

If the above be the dotrine of pure grace, we confefs we
know not how to diftinguith between grace and works, nor
how boafting is excluded. But we fear, that all which has
been, or can be faid on the foregoing fubje&t wiil be of little
avail with many, unlefs we for 2 moment pay attention to a
plaufible objection, or rule, which is very prevalent wuh boin
profeflor and profane.

Rule, ¢ whatever men think to be right, is fo for them :
Con{cience is our guide ; although other churches, to us,ap-
pear unfcriptural, in faith and pradtice, yet we charitably
hope, they are right at heart, and fincere in their faith and
practice ; and if fo, their faith and praétice is right in the
fight of God ; and we ought to receive them into church
fellowfhip.”

- Brethren, thisisa fhort rule, and if it be a good one, it 1=
worthy of our attention ; for by adopting it we fhall fave
ourfeives much labor. It fuperfedes the neceffity of fearch-~
ing the holy {criptures ; and however negligent we have been
in this refpe&, yet if we have a fyftem of ideas, which we
fincerely believe and pradtice, though it may be diametrical-
ly oppofite to plain {cripture teftimony, dur really believing
it to be right makes it {o in the fight of God ! And they,
who fee it to be utterly unfcriptural, ought to fellowthip us
it

ad. Tt will fave us the labor of examining, to fec if in of-

tablithing our fyftem, our judgment was not influerced by
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educa‘ionai prejudice, other prepoffeffions, or want of Icve to
the truth ; for however much we may have been influenced
by any, or all thefe, yet, if we really think we are right, we
are {o in the fight of God !

But, if we adopt this rule, we mulft receive into our fe!-
lowfhip, Shakers, Papifis and Mahometans ; for the grea:
body of thefe profeflors appear really to believe what they
profefs.

2d. We muf} receive a perfecuting Sanl, and all thofe
who becaufe they love not the truth, are left to ftrong delu-
fions, to believe a lig, that they might be damned; for the
former < verily thought that he ought to do many thirgs
contrary to the name of Jefus of Nazareth ;” and the latter
really believe 2 le. Now, brethren, if it will not do for ys
to admit the confequences, and extend our fellowfhip to all
thofe above mentioned, let us rejet the rule which unavoid-
ably leads to 1t ; and make the holy fgriptures our rule in
all things ; and not encourage perfons or churches ip thofe
things which we efteem quite wrong ; but withftand them
to the face (though we may believe them to be as fiincere as
Peter) in thofe things wherein they cught o be blamed. ¥or
by receiving them ta the Lord’s table, we prattically declare
to the world that we efteem their dotrine and prachce to be
in a good degree according to divine rule. And if they are
fo, then our doltrine and pradtice, wherein they fo widely
differ from theirs, muft be wrong. But, if while we believe
them to be wrong in mattess of fo much importance, we by
our fellowfhip aflift in building them up, and bid them God
{>eed, we are partakers of their evil deeds.

Finally, although they fhould prove to be realiy wrong,
yet being ignorantiy {o, they will he beaten with few firipes ;
but if, while we are fully convinced of their errors, we affift
in building them up, we fhall be beaten with many ftripes.
And now brethren, dearly beloved, think on thefe things ;
confider the importance of them. If ye know them, happy
are ye if yedo them. May the God of peace and love blefs
vou, and cnable you patiently to bear bis crofs here, that you
may wear the immortal crowa.
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17¢ STONINGTON AsSOCIATION fo the CHURCHES compsfing
the fame.

_ BRETHREN, dearly beloved in our Lord, through
‘the long-fuffering goodnefs of our compaflionate Redeemer,
we have been permitted to affemble once more in affociation,
by which we do learn fomething of the dealings of our Di-
vine Mafter with his profefled followers in the vear pafi.
From the-information received throu gh the medium’ of let-

‘ters by the hands of our efiecme: Elders and Brethren, we
have renewed caufe, with repentance and humility, to afcribe
vpraife and thankfj giving to our God for his goodnefs, and for
his wonderful works to the finful children of Adam. The
ever blefied Redeemer is flill on the mercy feat, and thro’
the agency of his Dirine Spirit, is rendering the difpenfation
of his gofpel effeCtual upon the hearts of the King’s enemies ;
thofe, who were far from righteoufnefs, without hope, and
witheut God 1n the world ; thofe; who were not only the
oppofers of expermnental religion, but alfo violent oppofers
of our faith and order, in the gofpel, have been brought to
“bow at the foot of fovereign love, to take upon them the ea-
{y yoke of the Redeemer, and to follow the footfteps of the
‘fleck, as narked out by Chrift and his apoftles.

The vifible kingdom of Chrift is extending, and the word:
of God is fulfilling—that he would give his fon the heathen
for his inhenitance, and the uttermoft parts of the earth for
hiz pofieflions—Yapal power and deception 1s expiring—

- Mahometan delufion is giving back—Pagan idolatry 15 fum-
biing before the word of the Lord—Europe is emerging
“from the dark confines of eftablifhed prieftcraft—India’s {pi-
v vales are now rc.-fbundin'g with praife to our Redcemer—
Fihiepw's fable fons ftretch forth their hands to God—Many
ni this Aanerican band are runmng “+ and fro, proclaiming
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the acceptable year of the Lord, and knowledge is increaf-
ing. When cur venerable but perfecuted fathers fled from
their pleafant native land, to feek an afylum- of liberty- on
thefe Columbian fhores, then uncultivated, and only inhabit-
ed by the tawny favage of the wildernefs, and the terrific
beaft of prey, .the God of Jacoh attended, conveying them
in fafety acrofs three thoufand miles of dreary .ecean, tq
Maﬂhchufetts thores. Here the Lord planted them, and
with them the growing order of his gofpel. Here the God
of Ifrael difplayed his power in extirpating the ruthlefs.fav-
age, and giving unto his chofen their land for a pofieflion. Q
how wonderful isthe providence of God! Ina few years,
this little band of heroes were mcreafed to numbers as the
ftars in the firmament of heaven. While thgy have been
thus multiplied, preferved and extended, until we have be-
come a great nation, {cattered over.our weftern ‘hills, the
God-of grace as well as providence, has been pleafed, as we
humbly truft, to preferve to hum{elf, in cur American Ifrael,
a chofen band, who have not bowed the knee to Baal.  Blef-
{ed be the name of our God, that {rom time to time, ever
fince our firft fettlement in this favored land, he has been rai-
ﬁng up young men of our own coafts, Qualifying them by di-
vine grace, fendmg them forth to preach unto us the un-
fearchable riches of his grace in a glorious Chrift. Thou-
fands'and thoufands have been made to hear the Almighty
voice, and enter while there was room. With propriety,
dear brethren, we may adopt the words of the Pfalmift, «O
that men would praife the Lord for his goodnefs, and for his
wonderful works to the children of men.” Within the laft
‘few years, how hath the Lord of the harveft been vifiting our
guilty land, with the rain of his grace—in Bofton, Salem,
Sedgwick, on the eaftern border of our union, Providence,
Newport, New-London, New-York, Philadelphia, the cities
and towns in Virginia, the Carolinas and Georgia. All thefe
and many of the villages and hamlets throughout thefe ftates,
have been made to fing of redeeming grace and matchlefs

love. | o '
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-« Where will the growing numbers end,
‘The numbers of his grace.”

. We have further caufe to praife our heavenly King, for
the exhibition of his power and love, in filling the hearts of
numbers of our brethren in the miniftry, with an ardent de-
fire to carry the knowledge of our Savior, by the adminiftra-
tion of his word and ordinances, to our kindred in the weft-
ern countries, and the poor natives of that land. The Lord
has been faithful to his promife, ¢ and lo, I am with you,
&c.” Even to the extreme parts of our land and country,
the labors of our miffionaries have been greatly blefled, and
even now, dear brethren, while we are contemplating thé
pleafing {cene, we may rationally believe, that the lonefome
_forefts far beyond the cloud topt fummits of Allegany’s

mounts, are made to reverberate with praife , from favage
tongues, to Jefus’ name, | |

Under the confideration of {uch vifible tokens of God’s
power and faithfulnefs, in accomplifhing the predictions apd
promifes of the ftriptures, how emphatical and appropriate
are the words of the apoftle to us, * that feeing we are com-
paffed about with {o great a cloud of witnefles, let us lay a-
fide every weight, and the fin which doth fo eafily befet us,
and run with patience” in the heavenly race, &ec.

Since our laft anniverfary, the Lord has been working in
many of our churches, by the power of his fpirit. O! that
it may fpread from church to church, and from heart to
heart, until Zion fhall become a praife in the whole earth.
If any of our churches, or the individuals compofing them,
are deftitute of the fpecial communications of the Divine
Spirit, is there not a caufe therefor?{. Can any of us fay,
that under a fenfe of our want, we have asked aur Lord for
bread, and have received a ftone / Have two orthree of us
ever met together to call upon the name of our God, with
fome good meafure of agreement to ask our Divine Lord for
the effufion of his blefled Spirit—have we been denied ?

Dear brethrer, fcarch your hearts, and try yourfelves by
the divine ftandard ; we are direted to exemplify our faith
by a life and praftice correfpondent thereto. Are the {ervants
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of our Lord laboring with you, ftatedly, and occafionally, in
word and dotrine, firiving to break unto you the bread of
life 2 Remember, that a Paul may plant, and Apollos wa-
ter, but of God we have the increafe. Alfo, remember,dear
brethren, that thofe who minifter unto us dwell in houfes ot
clay. Do we need the fupport of temporal bread from day
to day—fo do they? Do we love our lives, with thofe of
our companions and children ? Do we delight to comfort,
inftru& and fupport them ? In like manner do your min-
ifters defire to fulfil the pleafing duties to their families and
friends. Therefore; dearly beloved, we recommend to you
to take the word of God for the man of your counfe! ; ask--
ing the wifldom of God, that you may have light in your
paths ; and while the fervants of God minifter unto you of
their holy things, be not unmindful of them in your tempo-
ral good things ; that you and they may become mutual
comforts to each other, while here on earth.

s Each in their proper ftation move,
And each fulfil the care of life and love.”

Now unto the King eternal, invifible, the orly wife God,
be praifes everlafting. ANMEN,




