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_ DEAR BRETHREN, T 2

Permit us to addrefs you on the xmportant and mtereﬁmg
fubje& of Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper. .. .. .+ . - .

- As thefe are Sacraments appointed by our Lord andﬁaﬁor
Jefus Chrift, to be - continued unt'I his fecond coming and .
unte the end..of the world; it,is of great importance that we ‘
underftand what they are, and to whorn they are to bq ady
wminiltéred. ‘And - o] N

o " 11ty Phefe are: pofi tzQ' in ztumm ahput whnch we CAR
know nothing, but from what thﬁ, and. thofe mfpu'ed by
his Spirit have taught us. TR K

2d, Wheneyer, and wherever, thefe ordmances are fo
alteted, as to lofe the intent of the mﬁxtutor, then and theee
the ordinanets are loft and became no Chriftian ordmances,
Thefe things we fhall take for granted. ..

; 7 Wien our Lord commanded his mmtﬁe:s to baptlze
in - the giame of-the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, he muft
meln that they thould perform fome particular aétion in that
 facred name.  And what that action was, we may underﬁand
by *knowing the meaning of the word baptize, and the manner
~in which baptifm was atually performed byJohn the Baptxﬁ,
and Chrift’s immediate followers. The meaning of the orig-

. inal verb Baptxzo, which is trapflated to baptize, is firft,to dip
or overwhelm ; fecondly, to wath. For this definition we
have the ynited teftimony of a numerous train of learned and

. pious Pedobaptif} aythors.
| John the Baptift baptized in Aenon, near to Sa-

lem, becaufe there was much water there, and in the river
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Jovdon3 s Jelus, being baptize ofhm,wentne mw@ |
out of the water. Chrift’s dlfClpleS were wont to pray by
a river fide. - Philip and the eunuch went down both into
the water, and he baptized him. ' Fromthe above, and other
. evidence, which we have not'robm to infert, it appears to us

- that Iohn the Baptxﬁ and the Apoﬁles bapnzed by dzppmg.
- Thlrd,ly, we, concetve, that where fprml;hag or pou;-.' |
ing is pra&tifed for baptifin, the ordinance is {o far changed as
to Jofe the intent of the mihtutor, aud coﬁfeqaently becomes
2 rﬂryﬁwx Mme. a
- Fourthly, we camﬁnd no evidence dm Aty were bap-
o tized but fock #s were' app parently made diftiples ; John requi-
~ ved, in order for ﬁplﬁ'm,thhthm heavers thould bring forlh
| &ts meetforrepenténce Matth:ﬁdgsthyandlmkeﬁdi;‘

‘We have no account that Chnﬂ’s dxfc;pks baptized any,
| l:ﬁnth as wmappmtly madc dtfslples 1£ John, 4th,
. My ed,
. Chrift; in the commxﬂion which he gave to his tmniﬁ!u,
~ gives no liberty to baptize any, but fuch as are. firft tdught
or difcipled: - Miatth, 88th, 19th, and no one, that we have
“any account of in the New Teftament, ever devmed fmm

the rule 1a1d down in the commiffien.

Fifihly, i in #rif? conformity to the commiifion which Chrift
| gave to his difciples, they immediately baptized all thofe who
gave evidence of their falth in Chrift.®: The cafe of Saul
and that of the jailor are remarkably il to the point ; for the
former had neither ate nor drank*for three days, yet he was
baptifed before he took meat ; and the latter, being convert-
“edin the dead of night, was baptized before break of day.
~ Furthermore, we bave not the leaft intimation that ever ome
was admittedt- the Lord's table prior to Bis being baptized Now
the fame commiffion which our Lond gave to his primitive
difciples, he fill gme.r his mnm&ers and our praflice ought to

*A&s 2d, seth, 41ft, and sth, mh, 13th, ssth, 37th, ssth and
oth. 1s8th chap. 18th, sth, and 22d, 19th.
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De:a8 sbeirs was. ; thanﬁmg rio nnhpmcd pcrﬂm ougﬂn te
beadmmed ta the communioy table. .+

© Our néxt enqairy Miall be, who are induey botm& to
come to the Eord's table ? Or wlto ave thus direted, .+ this
do in remembrance of me”  This command wds given to
Chrift’s difciples, and dembtléls cortinués to be. the duty of
all fach to this ‘day.. Then why have we denied this-privi-
lege t6 marny, whem we really effeem: as his difciples ¢ This -
15 a que{hon of fenous importance to us ; for on account of
thxs pratice we are ftigmatized as felf righteous; wacharitable
- bigots, not only by the world, but by profeﬁbﬂs of religion
And this. is not all for fome whom we reanv efteem as the
Lambs of Chrift, of various denommatxom,, mcludmg our
own, are much grieved with this pratice. When this is the
cafe, we ought to examine carefully, ind fee if we a&agree-
ably to Chrift’s- mmmanén, which inculcate love and union
among chrifiians. . We ought likewife to render the reafons
, of our conduét to our. grieved brethren, of all denomma-
tions. This we fhall endeavor briefly to do.

Although we would by no means fay any thing, that can
- be taken hard or unkind, againft any denomination of chrif-
tians, di not duty require it ; yet as we feel bound to de-
' clare plainly, the reafon why we cannot commune with all,
whom we efteem as chriftians ; we fhall be under the mece /-
ty of mentioning fome things in other denominations,
which bar us from this privilege which we ardently wif to
enjoy. But as it isthe Lord’s table, and not ours, we muit at-
‘tend to his direttions; rather than to our own feelings. .

As our refufing to commune with the Congregationalifts
and Methodifts is the chief, if not allf the occafion of grief
in the lambs of Chrift, we fhall confine ourfelves to thefe
ewo denominations. And firft, although it is the duty of all
chriftians to commune at the Lord’s table, vet this is not al«
ways their firft duty { For we read, 1ft Cor. 11th, 28th,
¢ let a man examine himfelf and fo Jet him eat of that biead
and drink of that cup.” Again, Matth 3th, 23d, 24th,
-etherefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there re-
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metabereft that- thy brother-hath adghs ‘againgk thee, lpave
there thy gift before the aitary.and go thy way, firft-be recs
. onciled to thy brother ; then come and offer thy gift.” Now,
had we eviderice that Any-brother had neg)e&ed the{e plain
prereqmﬁm, we.eould not admit hun to communion at ‘the
~Lord’s table,: without prattically bidding him God fpeed ix ,
difobedience to.his scommands. And the fame rale will ap-
ply, vu:h gqual forcs, thh refpe& to every ylam pré¥requi-
e it e
only, 15 fm ;. fecon at my ip the firfl, or smme-
” m{:dnfyaf all fuch as Z'n’véhe'vé?hﬁzeof? am:y‘,:ndl‘o
the door of admittance ifito'a gofpel church § and'have no
kind of mdehce that any -were ever admitted without it':
We capnot ¢onfiftently admi* any to comminion whom we ef-
- teemmbaphz:d Fornlwedo,we thall be guilty of prads- .
eol folfehood. For by admitting them we mu praihcally fay,
either firfl, that we believe they are baptized: (and confe-
quently that many of us have been bapnzed tmce) when we
reall believe no‘fuch thing.

Ir fecondly, that bo,pnﬁn is mot 2 pre-reqmﬁth to toms-*
‘munioh; when our belief i juft the reverfe.  Or third, that
" their believing' themfelves to be baptized makes them fo,
when our fetded judgment is, that neither their belief
nor ours ¢an in the leaf} alter the commands and ordinan-
~ ces of Chrift.. Or laftly, that his commands and ordipances
may be trifled with ; and that whin they crefs our feelings
or thofe of our brethren, we are not bound to obey them !
when we really believe no fuch thing. If we fhoyld thus
feek to pleafe men, we fhould not be the fervants of Jefus
Chrift. Secondlyy if wve admit thofe to the Lord’s table,

. whom we efteem unbaptized, while we fully believe baptifm
. tobe a pre-requifite to communion, we go counter to the |
. kaw of love. For if we love the Lord with all our hearts, we
fhall keep his commands ; and if we love our nexghbor or
brother as ourfelves, we {hall not fuffer fin upon our broth-

" - .er, but fhall reprove him in tendernefs : And as we could

not commune at the Lord’s table, amﬁlw.r, before we are bap-




! .
ufedu,; 1f we }oye our, hi%ﬂxer 8% gurfelves, we cannot admit
bimy befare he ‘has, attgnded to the fame’ divine pre-;reqmﬁte

I‘b;rdfy, as many con&reganonal churches receive mem~
i)ers,wfm do not even pretend,that they are bdm, agam 3 yes,
receive. all civil perfons who with to join them j and ordain
xmm{tem over them, w't,hqut examining the candxdates for
that &cred office, refpe&ing:the work of regenmtmg grace
on:thejr hearts ; and | pay little. or ‘fio attention te, gofpcl difci-
phne 3, We cannot own %fe as. gofpel.,chm;:hea, by extend-
ing our fellowibnp to ‘them :, Nay, we find no more dmne
- authoriy for communing with them than . with other civil |
perforis, who never jomed any churgh. ; and other congrega-
tional: chnrches, tho,ugh shey examine candndzta for the min-
xfhy, as well as perfons who with to Jom thcm in chnrch fel-
lowthip, withy re{pect to, chriftian experience ; and pay.atten-
tion to difciplines yet are fo clofgy connefied with the s
intntmd churehes by reciprocal communion, and in the ordi-
nation of minifters,’ that fhould we own thefe as ‘golpel chur-
ches, we virtuilly own the whole denomination.

Fourthly, thouid we affent that fprinkling is gofpel bap-
tifm 5 and that thie members of thefe churches are, in this 1e-
fpedd, properly introduced into the vifible church ; to be con-
ﬁﬁen,t, and as many of their writers allow, we. muft re-
ceivg the parents with their numerous offspring, both old
and young, | into our fellowfhnp 5 for they have ‘all been.in-
trodpced in the fame way ; and if fprinkling is baptxfm for
the’ parmt.r, it is for the children ; by which a&t we thould
‘not only countenance und aﬁiﬁ.m bmldmg up the practice of
,mfant baptifm, but extend our fellowthip to all thofe who
‘were received in infancy, and hawe not fince been cxcluded ;
‘though many of them, to all appearance, are xrrehgnous and
‘profane, and fome ase even infidels. If thefe ought to be re-
ceived into fellowthip, none qught to be refufed.

Although many of the above remarks equally apply to
Congregational and Methodift churches, yet we fhall make &
few obfervations with particular reference to the latter. k
probably will be pleaded in favor of fome of their members,
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thidt thdy have Been baptized in the’ apbftolié: mode, W
underfand .- But we humbly coriceivie, that the prafiot of
thief¥ chitrrchies, with refpett 6 biaptifim, is net ﬂnlywy&aptm
ra7 But mcbéfﬁéht ‘with itfclf for; o

1R, B‘y ehieit Fules dF doctine and difcipline, they hoia .
ftriftly to theB&puh of itfahts § which maft be an- mpors
tant dity; "or o gheat errd ;a8 i€ very miterially effedms the
ugbifilditig of the vifitle thitrch.  If it be ‘the Inter, by -
whit aaclioeity db they niaintmraﬂd praltife it ? Bue’if che

fordier, why do they toferate many 6f their meribets i the
" negleftofit? "1fir be d'Ay, it is becauft it is  pofilively infli-
toked Wy ‘Chrifts -snd WHIF they eftéem it to'Be fo, hiow cani
they hold thofe in fellowfhdp, ﬂho‘iive oonﬂmﬂyxﬂda‘oue&-
ence, in the total neglet of it f

é'dly While they hold infint baptifin to be valid, snd
prachife it, they yet (xf defired) baptize the fame petfbns af-
ter dﬁycome to years of uridérftapding 5 whick is prafiical-
ly difannulting infant baptifin, or rebaptmng 3 for the hupr
of which we kiow of no fcripture mdence.

" 8dly. They pn&’x'kfgﬁnkling fa bnptlfm;ﬁﬂalthd_
wher they fprinkle a pérfon, they declare in the okt fol-
emn manrer that they bayhze, yet when a ped'&, ‘who i
been fprinikled, is convinted that he is not bapizad, sid de-
fires to be fo, they baptiiqhxmbydtppmg 5 which i3’ prytif-
calty difannulﬁng fprinkling or rebaptizing ; and yit &' the
fame tiine they fprinkle all thdfe who preferthkmdd!,iﬂ
folemnly declare that they baptize them.

Secondly. They hold doétrines which tom’tpp&t to
tend toﬁvavcrtthegreat gofpel dodtrine of favition by grace
‘alone 3 a few only ofwhxch wé fhall have room to metition.
And firft, they deny the doQrine of unconditional eletion 3
and affirm that no man is eledted until he has performed thie
previous condition of faith in Chrift ; and that faith is a catfe
of eleCtion. Secondly, they hold that no man is regenera~
ted, until he has, on his part, altually performed the condj-
tion, to which this blefling is pofitively promifed ; until be

has aftually forfaken his wicked ways and thoughts, and
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feeks the Lord, and that men do thus without any more di-
vine affiftance than others have, who never do it.

On which we take the liberty to obferve, that to us it ev-
idently appears, that no unragenerate perfon ever truly feeks
the Lord, while he remains fo: For which we offpr three
reafons. 1ft. Spiritual bleffings are promifed fo all who
feek the Lord ; but never promifed to the exercifes of a care
nal unrenewed heart: 2d; No feeking can be acceptable
but through faith in Jefus Chrift ; for, without faith it is im-

foffble to pleafe God. 9d. The man after God’s own heart,
and other holy men of old, were frequently employed in
Jeeking God ; and were greatly blefled therein. But « the
wicked through the pride of his countenance, will not feek
after God.” Wherefore we humbly conceive, that if unre-
generate mém, or their part, do aftually perform all this,
and that too with no more divine affiftince than others whe
never are born again, theti there is no need of regenerating
grace ; for it feems the change is altually wrought ; but if it
be not completed, they have, it feems, the promife of God
that it thall be. And if men perform thefe important condi-
tions, with that divine affiftance which is common to others ;
they may with great propriety thus addrefs the unconverted 3
¢ had you done as much in the catfe of God, and been as
well difpofed towards the way of falvation, as we were, with
the fame divine help that you had, you would certainly have
been converted.” Thirdly, they believe that thofe who are
tegenerated, have no certain promife of falvation ; that thar
falvation now depends folely on their own exertions, uncon=
hefted with any more divine affiftance than what many have,
who aftually fall from a ftate of juftification into eternal per-

If this doftrine be according fo godlinefs, fhould thefe
queftions be asked the faints in glory, ¢ who maketh theeto
differ from another man ? ‘What baft thou that thou haft
not received ™ The anfwer muft be to this effeft, ¢ re~
ceived no more divine affiftance while I lived on earth, than
thany did who are now in bell ; bad they improved that

B .




10

grace T did, Aiey would Tave beun faved ; therolore, aithe”
it was grace to promife'leavento either of us, on our exers
tions, yét, as T -performed the condition, withno moredivine
- help tHahithiey had, my ewn exertions are ‘the fole caule ?df
Hte ‘ifinite: difference whith exifts between.us.”

. ‘go’uﬂhgrmoﬁ,-, ‘i the above dottrines be accmﬂmg‘m the

Fefiptors, we tondoive, that it dependsmot on the foveroign
- will- of/B6d, ut Jolely .on the will of creatures, whether
Chrikt Thall ever Jee of the. wrawail of his foul, oF have a
 feed toferve him ¢ For, it Teerns,.God does no more, inthis
World ‘fﬁrthﬁfewhpﬂe faved, lian he does for many who
five [8ft; dherefore the .efient vefts-folely with the -craatume.

- Pahe dbove:be the-dodlzinie of:pure grace; we confefs wwe
Jarow tiot -how-to difiingulfh between ;graceand wonks, s
how boafting is-exchirdetl. But we fear, that mll-vhich has
been o can-be faid-on the foregoing fubjedt will -he-of Aisehe
wavail with-mdny, unlefs we for a moment .pay attention 10
plaufible :ohjedtian, or rule, which.is-very prawilent - with btk
sprofeffor and: profatie.

Riude, “whatever men think to biefr;g\t, is forfor thenx s
Oonﬁcmnm 1s:our_guide ;although other chutches,:to us,ap~
pear amfcriptural, in faith and -practice, yet e charitably
iope, -they - are right at heart, and fincere in their faith anid
prattice:; and if fo, their faith and. ?x!a&we is:zjght -in the

dight-of 'Lad ;-and we ought to receive themintw chursh
Sellowthip.”
“Brethren, - this isa ﬂwt mIe, and. 1f it.be a goodm itis
‘..werthy of our attention ; for by adepting.it we_fhall .fave
ourfelves much labor. 1ft It fuperfades the neceflity:of {earche

.m,g the holy fcriptures; and however. negligent we have baen

in this refpect, yet if we have a fyftem of ideas, which we
fincerely believe and praétice, though it may be diametricale
ly oppofite to plam {cripture. teftimony, our really believing
it to be. nght ‘makes it fo in the fight of God ! And they,
who fee it to be utterl y. unferiptueal, ‘ought to fellowthip ys
mit ! :

 ed. Tt will fave us the labor of examining, to fee if in ef-
tablithing our {yftem, our Judgment was not influerced by

s s e AN O ik CR
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educational prejudice, other prepoffeffions, or want of love to
the truth ; for hewever much we may have been influenced
- by any, or all thefe, yet, if we really think we are nght, we
ar¢ {o in the fight of God ! = *
But, if we adopt this rule, we muft receive into our fel-
lowthip, Shakers, Papifts and. Mahometans 3 for the great
| body. of thefe prpfeﬁ'ors appear really te- believe whap t.hgy
profefs. |
| 3d. We muft receive a perfecutmg Saul, and all tho{e
Q'tl‘xo becaufe they love not the teuth, are left to ﬁrong delu»
flons, to belleve 4 lie, that* they mrglﬁt be' dammed';. for the
former « verily thought' thiat he ought to do many things
‘contrary to the mame of Jefus of N‘azareth * arid: che latter
really believe a ite.” Now, brethren; if’ it er riot*do-far s
te admit the con{'eq\wntes, md extend our f’eil'mvﬁxrp te il
thofe above mentiorred, let uv'rejsét the rule whick utiavoid
ably leads to it 5 an'd make the' hoty fcnpi‘ures our rule in
alt things 5 and not ent'ourage perﬁmc or churehes in thofe
fﬁi‘n s which we efteer’ quite wrong' ‘but wi&x‘%&  them
to the fice {though We mdy beifeve them to'be as Bneere as

Peter) o thofg things wherein they otfgbt vg be amed. For . ‘,

by receiying them to the Lord’s table, we pra&xcaﬂy declare
to the world that we efteem their dodtrine and practice to be
ina good degree according to divine ruIe And lf thgy are
fo, then oyr doftrine and’ pra&xce, whereint they f'p mdely
differ from thexrs, muft be wrong. But, if while We beheve
them to be wrong in matters of fo much importance, we by
our fcllowﬂnp affift in bmldmg Lb.qm up, and bld t_hem God
fpeed, we are partakers of their evil deeds.

Fmany, although they {hould grove gobg really wrong,
yet being ignorantly {o, they will be-beaten with feww firipes ;
but if, while we are fully convinced of thexr errors, we aflift
. in building them up, we fhall be bgaten Wwith many fripes.
And now brethren, dearly beloved think on thefe things ;
confider the importance af them. If ¥e. know shem, happy
are ye if yedo them. May the God of peace and love blefs
you, and enable you patiently to begr his crofs here,thas you
may wear the imynartal crown,
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CIRCULAR LETTER,

The S‘rozvmafrozv ASSOCIATION to the CHU.RCHES aomp ﬁn‘

the jbme

BRETHREN, dearly bcloved in our Lord, through
ghe long-{fuffering goodnefs of our compaﬁionate Redeemer,
we have been permitted to affemble ance more in affociation,
by which we do learn {fomething of the deahngs of our Di-
vine Mafter with his profefled followers in the year paft,
From the mformatxon recelved throngh the medmm of let~

’.ters by the hands of our efteemed Elders and Bret)u:en, we

have renewed caufe, with repentance@nd humility, to afcribe
praife and thank{giving to our God far his goodnefs, and for
his wonderfgl works tq the finfyl cluldren of Adam The
ever blefled Redeemer is ﬁxll on the mercy foat, and thr¢’

“the agency ¢ of his Divine Spmt, i§ rendermg tbe dlfpenfapon

of his }gofpel eﬁ'e&ual upan the hearts of the King’s enemies ;

thofe, who were far from rxghteoulnefs, thhou; h0pe, and
without God in the world ; thofe, who were not only the

oppofers of experunental relxglon, but alfo vxolent oppofers
of our faxth and order, in the gofpel have been brought to
bow at the foot of foverelgn love, to take-upon them the ea-
fy yoke of the Redeemer, and to follow the footﬁeps of the

~ flock, as marked out by Chrift and his apoftles.

The vifible kingdom of Chrift is extending, and the word

of God is fulﬁlhng—-that he would give his fon the heathen

for his inheritance, and the uttermoft parts of the earth for

RN e i e TR | Pt = 35

his poﬁ'eiﬁons—-—Papal power and decept:on is expmng-—-
Mahometan delufion is gmng back—Bagan 1dolatry is tum-

bling before the word of the Lord—Europe is emerging

from the dark confines of eftablifhed pneftcraft——lndxa s {pF-

cy vales are now refounding with praife to our Redeemer—
Ethiopia’s fable fons ftretch forth their hands to God—Many

- W this American land are running to and fro, proclaiming

ot
- . M
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the acceptable year ‘of the Lord, and knowledge is increaf-
ing. When our vcuerable but perfecuted fathers fled from
their pleafant natave land, to feek an afylum of hberty on
:hefe Columbian fhores, then uncu!tlvated and only inhabit-
ed by the tawny favage of the wildernefs, and the temﬁ;
beaft of prey, the God of Jacob attended, conve‘ymg them
in fafety acrofs three thoufand miles of dreary ocean, to
Maﬁ'achufetts’ fhores ‘Here the Lord planted them, and
with them the growing order of his gofpel Here the God
of Ifrael dxfplayed his power in extirpating the ruthlefs fav-
age, and givinig unto his chofen their land for'a poﬂ'eﬂion 0
how wOnderful isthe provxdence of God ! Ina few years
this l:ttlé band of heroes ‘were mcreafed to numbers as the
* ftars in the ﬁrmament of heaveﬂ. thle they have. been
thus multiplied, pie&rved and e:ttended ungil we have be-
come a great natiqn, fcattered over our weﬂérn hills, the
God of ; grace as wéll as prov:dénce, has been pleafed as we
humbiy truft, to preferve to himfelf, in our Afnerxcan Ifrael,
a chofen band, who have not bowed the knee td Baal. Blef~
fed be the name of our God that from txme to tlme, ever
fince our ﬁrft fettlement in thxs favored land, he has beep rax-
fing up young men of our own coafts, qualifying them by di-
vine grace, fending theqx fort to preach unto us the un-
‘fearchable riches of his grace in a glorious Chrift. Thou-
’fands and thoufands have been made to hear the Alrmghty
voice, and enter while there was room. With propriety,
dear brethren, we may adopt ‘the words of the Plalmift, «QO
that men would praife the Lord for his soodnefs, and for his
wonderful works to the chddren of men.” Within the laft
few years, how hath the Lord of the harveft been vxﬁtmg our
guilty land, with the rain of his grace—--m Bofton, Salem, .
Sedgwxck on the eaftern border of our union, Providence, |
Ne ewport, New-London, New-York, Phxladelphxa, the cities
and towns in Virginia, the Carolinas and Georgia. All thefe
and many of the villages and hamlets throughout thefe ftates,
have been made to fing of redeeming grace and matchlefs

love




- e p——— A R,
A et et - . U g

14
« Where will the gFOWf"‘S

THé niimbers of his grace.
~ We have further caufe to praife our heavenly King, for
the exhibitior of his power and lave, ip filling the hearts of
pumbers of eur brethren in the miniftry, with an ardens de.
fire to carry the knowledge of our Savier, by the adminiftra.
gion of his word and ordinances, to our kindrsd jn the wef-
arn countries, and the popr natives of that Jand. The Lord
bhas beeq faithful to his promife, * and lo, I am with youy,
ke _eg*'e.r} t the extreme parts of our land and country,
the labors of qur miffienaries have been greatly blefled, and
even now, dear brethren, while we are contemplating the
pleafing {cene, we may rationally beligve, that the lenefome
forefts far heyond she cloud topt Gumumits of Allsgany’s
mounts, are made to reverberate with praife, from favage
tongues, to Jefus’ name, 8

Under the confideration of fuch vifible tokens of God’s
gower and faithfulnefs, in accemplithing the prediftions and
promifes of the fcriptures, how emphatical and approepriate
are the words of the apoftle to us,  that feeing we are com-
gaﬂ'gd ahout with fo great a cloud of witnefles, let us lay a-
fide avery weight, and the fin which doth fo eafily befet us,
and run with patiencg” in the heavénly race, &c. | |

Since our laft anniverfary, the Lord has been working in
many of our churches, by the power of his fpirit. O ! that
it may fpread from church to church, and from heart to
Keart, unitil Zion fhall become a praife in the whole earth,
jt‘ any of our churches, or the individuals compofing them,
ape deftitute. of thé fpecjal communications of the Divine
Spirit, is there not a caufe therefor? Can any of us fay,
that under a fenfe of our want, we have asked our Lord for
bread, and have received a ftone # Have two or three of us
ever met together to call ypon the name of  our God, with
fome good meafure of agreement to ask our Divine Lord for
the effufion of his bleffed Spirit—have we been denied ?

Dear brethren, fearch your hearts, and try yourfelves by
the divine ftandard ; we are direéted to exemplify our faith

by a life and practice correfpondent thereto. Are the fervants

Jjlumbers end,
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of our Lord laboring with you, ftatedly, and occafionally, in
word and doétrine, ftriving to break unto you the bread of
life ? Remember, that 2 Paul may plant, and Apollos wa«
ter, but of God we have the increafe. AYo, remember,dear
brethren, that thofe who minifter unto us dwell in houfes of
clay. Do we need the fupport of temporal bread from day
to day—fo do they? Do we love our lives, with thofe of
our companions and children ? Do we delight to comfort,
inftruét and fupport them ¢ In like manner do your min=
ifters defire to fulfil the pleafing duties to their families and
friends. Therefore, dearly beloved, we recommend to you
to take the word of God for the man of your counfel ; ask-
ing the wifdom of God, that you may have light in your
paths ; and while the fervants of God minifter unto you of
their holy things, be not unmindful of them in your tempo-
~ ral good things ; that you and théy may become mutual
comfotts to each other, while here on earth.

¢ Each in their proper flation move,
And each fulfil the care of life and love.”

Now unto the King eternal, invifible, the only wife God,
he praifes everlafting,  AwnsN,




