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MINUTES, &e.

TuvespAY, OcTonrr 18.

1 "THE Elders and Messengers being met ; Elder Sauver,
. Wxst, preached the Introductory ‘Sermon from John
IL. 7.

2. Chose ‘Elder Jomx G. WicnrMAxN, Moderator ; and Elder
Asa Smu.mns, Clerk. |

3. Received and read letters from the churches:

- N.B. The names of Ministers are in SMALL OXPITALS ; thosc
with this mark (1‘) were not present ; from churches ‘marke
thus (*) we had nic letter ; vacant churches distinguished by a.

C&ur hes.  Mfinisters gud M&aﬁagen,

- Ist. N. Stoqmgton, PeLxc Runu.,
| Klisha Palmcr,
: Jabez Gallup.
2d. N. 'Sgoninggon, SixeoN Brown,{
R AsA SpALDING,
JEpEDIANM RANDAL,
Asner MiNER,{
John Stanton,
Beriah Lewis,
Thomas Wells.
1st. Grotom, Joun G. \VIG,HTMAX,
o Benadam Gallup,

Amos Cplver,

James Woodbridge.
Saybrook,*® - "
Exctcr, GersHOM PALMER,

Rodman Sisson,
George Tillinghast,
‘Samuel Cottrell,
Samuel Tillinghast,
- Yames Clarke. .
Richmond, PRINEHAS Parxwn,

~Samuel Baxber
Jonathan Lock.




Churclies.

zr

Vv est-Greenwich,

1st. Colchester,*
2d. Richmond,

2d. Colchester,

Hampton,

Montville,

Waterlord,
East-Haddam,

Plainfield,
South-Kingston,

Stonington,

Ne_w-Lon_,dori, |
Lebanon,

- Josepn Tillinghast.
“Asa WiLcox.¢

- Joseph Powers.

~ .Asa Bennet.

‘John Sherman.

[4]

Ministers and Messengcers.

Fardon Tillinghast,
Samuel Peckham,
Stafford Green,

William Browning, -
Weedon Clarke.

Alpheus Rogers,
Lemuel Miner,

ABEL PALMER,
REUBEN PALMER,

George Williams,
Stephen Bishop.

Zapock Darrow.}
SimMroN DicrixsoN,f”
John Bigeiow,
Turner Miner.
NatuarnieL CoLE,
James Henry,
John Stranahan,
Benxsamix Warr,t
ExocH STEpMAN,
Caleb Tift,

3 oseph Palmer,

Elihu Chesebrough.
SaMUEL WESsT.
Nenemian Dobge,
John Dewey,

Abel Buel, ,
Abel Goodwin,

Total,

- o))

1227
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4. Received a letter and minutes from the Warren Associaticn
by their messengers Brethren Joseph Cornell and Stephen Gano.
Received a letter and minutes from the Danbury Association,
by their messenger Elder Rufus Bubcock.
Received a letter and minutes froan the Groton Conference, by
their messenger Elder William Northup,
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From Renssellaerville no intelligence ; from Sturbridge
none ; from Otsego none ; from Nev:-York note ; from Shafts-
bury received a letter ; from Leyden a letter and minutes ; fron
Philadclphia a letter and minutes. | .

5. Appointed brethren Samuel West, Abel Palmer, Nathantel
Cole, and Matthew Clark, a corumittee to examine the Circular
Jetter, and prepare a Corresponding letter.

B 4

6. Appointed brother Samuel Peckbam to write the Cncular,
and Elder Wightinan the Corresponding letters for the next
~ Year. :

7. Appoitted brethren Samuel West and Nehemiah Dodge
mes. 2ngeis to the Warren Association ; brethren John B:ge-
low, Asa Bennet, and Turrer Miner, to ilie Dam,ury Associa-
tion ; brethren Samuel West, Reuben Palmer, and Nehemiah
Dodn'e, to Groton Conference ;s brethren John G. Wightman,
Benadam Gallup, and Asa Bennet, -to - Sturbridge Association ;
brethren Samuel West and Jedidizh Randall, to the bhaftsbury
‘Association ; bLrother Samuel- West to forward our minutes to
New-York and Philadelphia Associations ; brother Jedidiah Ran-
dall to forward our minutes to Renssellaex ville and Otsego Asso-
ciations ; brother Bcnah Lewxs te forward our minutes to Le) den

Assqcaag pn
8 A d ymrned till 9 o’clock to-morrow mox‘ning—-—Preaching at
- several places in the vmmty this evening. ~ 4
| “WEeDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19.
9. The meeting opentd by prayer. _

10. Read and approved the ercular and Corrresponding Let-
tcl Se . .

11, Appomted b1 other Samuel West 1o. superintend the prmt-
ing snd dnstnbulmg our mmutes. .

12, Appomted our next Assocmtmn to be held with the
Church at l.c banon, on the third Tuesday in October next.




Circular Letter,

The Elders and Messengers of the Churches compoging the Stone
mgtan Bafitist Associatior., convened at Exetery the third Tues-

day in October, 1808, to the Churcbc: whom thcy rc[zrcscm, und
Christian Salutations ; .

DEearLY BELOVED 1¥ *HE LoRbp,
'E think it our duty and privilege to address you on the
- importance of the command of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that so often calls for our particular attention, Mat. xviir. 15, 16,
and 17, which implies that a ‘brethcr may trespass against &
Lrother ; in which case he is to tell him his fault in an individual
capacity, alone, and rcason the case with him, and tell him plam-
ly what hisfault is, and what he ought to do ; for thou shalt inne
wis¢ suffer sin upon thy brother. If any man be overtaken in a
fault, ye which are spiritual restore such an one in the spirit of
meekness, considering thyself lest theu also be temptcd do as
thou ‘wouldst have him do to thyself if thou wast in his case ; la-
bour with him in love and in tenderness with a view to-géin !nm 3
he 1s thy brother if he hear thee—that is, if he make thee satis-
faction thou hast gained thy brother. Brethren, if any of you do
err from the truth, and -one of you convert him, let him know-
thai he which converted the sinner from the error of his way
shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.
Thers is an end to the cortroversy, and it ic sshappy end ; let no
more be said of it, but let the falling out of friends termmate in
the renewing of friendship. But if he wiil not hear thee, thea
take with thee one or two more—be net weary in weil doing—
two 1is better than one, and a threefold cord is not quickly broken.
‘Take one or rwo more, as the case may he, (and you are to use
discretion-in this matter, accordmg as it appears most likely to
accomplish'the end, which is to gain thy brother) not more than
two at most, Who ~re to be witnes3es or a witness wuh you to him
of his trespass, that he who would not submit to your testimony
may have ene or two more to witness with you to him, that he
ought to make the satisfaction which the gospel requires. In
order for this the one or two brethren must have the means of
knowledge, and judge according to your complaint, that by the
mouth of your united testimony and decision he may be convin-
ced of his trespass and be reclaimed ; for by the mouth of two or
three witnesses every word ghail be ostablished. If he neglect te
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hédr then; thit is; if he mli not submxt {0 their wmitd or aﬂmd’-
nition; aherd all the labour and pains bus beehi taken 16 kee;i it ad
privite as possible, and to save his charactés and hide his sins.
tell it to the chiorch, ahd inform them what thou hiist dove ; pro-
duce yonr wn‘nesxes, and refer the whole fatter to theit ]udg-
ment. It is the last irial, for whatsoever ye S‘hi\‘fl bind on éxrth shd
bé Hound in heaven, and whatsoever ye 1oose on earth is loos
i hedven. And now the clmrch, urider ihe bonsxderatxon of
these importam: th¥nigs, and weighm all the circumstanéés .\n&
witnesses i the balauce of divine téuth; must énd the controveé ersy ‘
If he comply all is well ; 3 it is Keuer late thin néver ; ; x’t i8 the
eleventlf hour, but Ké shall have his pentiy. But ifhe né plect ta
hear the church, let him be unto thee ds a heatlien ma and’ a
. bhcan let him be cast out of thie communion of the dmfcﬁ 3
sechided from special ordivtances ; and degraded from' the dlgln-
ty of a church memiler : for it is written, now we commiand y yex
brcthrl:n, in the nafue of our iord Jesus Christ; that ye thhdra
yourselves from every brother that walkedh disorderly, and ot &
ter the teaditiok which he recened of us. 2d Thessal. 111.°6.

And -also now I beseech you brethren -t6 mark’ thiéth whmﬁ‘
cause divisions ind offences. cohitrify to the doctrme which y&
have Iéarned; and avoid thewi:. Row: XV. 1 Queshon—ls it
right for indivitluals to hold exterial f‘ﬁbwslix “with excomimiu-.
rﬂcate&pémms ? We answer, No; itis a presiimptiotis’ Yiola-
tionr of the laws of heaven, and by §6 d they excluae ther-
selves fiom our fellowship. . N6 “you, .bréthren, bx’j
the nhme of otir Lord Jesus. Chﬂs’t, ihat ye all speak the same.
thitig, and that there bé o divisioris altionig youi ; but thiat.ye be.
vef'gbtl omedtogether it the same mm and ih, thc same udg
ment, lst Corinth. 1, 10, And fisw as ma"by a8 walk by
mle,geébe on them and the Israel of God.

Correspotidinig  Letter.

\

The Stonington Baftist Association to the several Associati @ty
with whom they corresfiond, send greeting ;

Dz4r Burmzw, .

THE day in which we live presents to our view great and

marvelous events, both in National and Religious affairs.—
In the former we behold the King of Kings executing his just
judgments by giving the nations which have shed the blood olJ his
martyrs blood to drink ; whilst the hearts of men are failing
them for fes.  -nd for lookmg upon those things which are com«
{pg upon the carth ; and the merchantmen are crying alas ! alag!
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at the ruining of their trade, Insomuch that the most potent
monarchs and wise statesmen are subjected to great and distres-
sing disappointments in their purposes, and their wisdom appears
to be but fo)lishness ; whilst the angry passions scem (o have
superceded cool deliberation in the: councils of Lurop:s; and
gloomy doubts are entertained by many whether our nauon will
finally éscape the destroying deluge of the European wars. Itis
undoubtedly our dut} y dear brethren, to pray for th. peace of the
nation in wh'c‘x ive live.  As men and citizensof our common
country, we ardently desire that our wise constitution of govern-
ment may be preserved, and our Aumane, ;ust, and ]zeaceablc ad-
ministration be continued ; and that God in mercy for his elect’s
sake would cut short his’ Work of judgment, and make a short
work in the earth ; ‘that‘the nations may cease to shed blood, be
disposed to do justice’ and love mercy ; that peace and truth may
abound wheré violence and slaughter long have reigned. Be-
loved brethren, whilst we with awe profound adore the God of
Heiven, who doeth his pleéasure on the earth, and breaketh the
pafions with his rod of iron—ive have dbundant reason to rejoice
that his mercy is yet glomously displayed in the salvation of poor
sinners. The many and great revivals of rehgxon in our country,

and the spread‘ of the gospel m “distant parts, afford abundant
cayse of joy to every pious soul. ~ If the conversion of one sinner

is 9'great and glorious ¢vent, (and certainly it is) what a revenue .
‘of glory and praisé shall redound to the Geod of all grace in the
sa’lvatxon of such- multitudes of poor sinners, converted from sm,[
and reconciled to God by the death of his son. ~Whilst we rejoice
at the px;uspermy of tbeCh wech of Cliristy may ‘Wwe with one heart

unitedly pray that' God would make more abundant displays of
gospel grace, till the whole earth shall pe filled with his glory and
praise: We conclude with acknowledgmg your brotherly love,

expresseclby your messengers and minutes, -and our wish for a
continuance of the same ; and subscnbe ourseh'es yours in the

Lord. T
JOHN G. WIGHTMAN, Madcrator,

A3A SPALDING, C!;rk, .'.




