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Christian Friends, interested with me in the koly
cause of our common Lord.

' THE constant enlargement of Zion’s borders, affords
joy unspeakable and full of glory to all christians who
are acquainted with the present existing prosperity of
the Churches of our Liord Jesus Christ, in gencral through
this part of the world ! _

While the good news of peace, pardon, life and salva-
tion echoes in our ears from many places, where God has
been graciously pleased to pour out his spirit of late ;
our hearts are filled with holy pleasure, and humble
praise ; with fervent prayer to Almighty Goa, that he
will continue his work of reformation, until it is extended
among all the inhabitants of the earth : and that we may
be made workers together with him, and not grieve the
holy spirit of God, whereby we are seaied unto the day
of Redemption.

In order for which, many things are necessary, which
I have not room to illustrate in thin short address ; but
while we view the pernicious consequences of intraduce
ing those ministers into public use, whom God never
called ; and realize the necessity of the pcople’s doing
their duty to such as are called and owned of &od in his
cause ; 1 hope it may be of use to some, afd not un-
welcome to any, for me to exhibit a few thoughts upon
cach of these particulars.

The question i3 not whether false teachers arc a curse
to their hearvers in general, all agree, they are.  But the
interesting, imporiant question which I wish to auswer is,
Who are cailled of God to preach? In answering which,
many contradiciory opinions are offered to the public,
which I shall not pay particular attention to at this time,
If we can be 5o happy as to understand theright answer,
erroncous opinions cannot long continue where truth
reigns !

Here let it be observed, that God deals variously with
differeat persons who sre called to preach the gospel;
as to the weans used, and many circumstunces relating
thereto 5 as really, ag in the conversion of souls to him.
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ncll by gospel grace ; so that no man can lay out an ex-
act method, and detgrmine that every soul who is truly
ealled of God to preach, must ke led exactly in that par-
ticular path: yet as to the nature and essence of the call
it always amounts to the same thing! God has not, in-
deed, limited the efficacy of ordinances, by the charac-
ters of those who administer them.  But the scriptures
warraant us to say, that wicked Ministers run unsent, and
that generally God frowns upon and blasts their labors.
Psal. 50. 16, and Jer. 23. 21, 22,,23. Hence inanswer-
ing the question directly we will say, he must have the
qualifications of Barnabas !

1st. « He was a good man, full of the Holy Ghost,
and of Faith.”> Acts 11. 24, Every Minister of Christ
18 not only a regenerate man, but one that more than
ordinarily shines in piety, meekness and kindness, so
that it nMy be said with propriety, and a degree of em-
phasis, ¢ he is a good man.”” He walues goodness more
than worldly greatness! - A

In bis private retirements, he gives up himself to the
word of God and to prayer. . It is his delight to medi:
tatz on these things, and to give himself wholly to them.
He delights to converse with God in secrel prayer by
which the fire of devotion is kept alive in his soul, and all
his graces brightened, and his inind led to a right choice
of subjects, by the influence of God’s *spirit, desiring to
he good in the view of God, more than tabe great in the
view of mankind.

He values it at hone, in his family. It ia his concern
1o recommend Christ and the gospel to them : to walk
circumspectly before them : constanly worship God
with them @ offer up sceret prayer for them, and exer-
cise a proper wuthority over them. Not like those who
are gossiping and loltering about perpetually at the hou-
ses o thewe friends, and taking no delight in their own
whicio copduct in a minister or master of a family, must
of necessity, root out all family order, and to a great de.
gree funily worship, and expose him to the just censure
ol his friends,

'The minister of Christ values goodness in others, as
well a3 in himse!f, and secks to promote hoth, in public




5

and in private ! Inthe general tenor of his behaviour,
will cultivate a meek, modest, peaceful, and friendly
temper. He will be generous and humane. He will
prove by his spirit and conduct, that he is a lover of all
mankind." To men in general, but especially to the poor
and the afflicted, he will be pitiful and courteous.

Also full of the holy ghost: whichin this place is sup-
posed to signify, his indwelling, and ordinary opera-
tions, or what is elsewhere called an unction j{'om the
holy one, 1 Jeh. 2, 20. 'This, though less brilliant than
some other advantages, is far more excellent. To be a-
ble to surmount a difficulty by Christian patience, is far
better than to remove a mountain. |

- When the holy ghost dwells in the saints, by the or-
dinary operations of his grace, his own holy nature is
communicated : the heart being full of the dove, the
fruit will be love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness,
goodness. To be su.c, the term full is not here to be
understood in an unlimiter] sense, not in so amaple a senso
as when it is applied to Christ. He was filled with the
gpicit without measure ; but we in measure! The word
is dottbtlesy to be understood in a comparative sense,
aod denotes as much as that he was habitnally under his
holy influence. A being overcome with the holy influ-
ences and fruits of the blessed spirit.

It is this that enables ministers of Christ, to enter in-
to the spirit of the gospel, and that which will preserve
them from destructive errors concerning it. This will
give a holy tincture to their medilation and preaching..
This will make the docirine they preach and the daties
they inculcate, seem fitted in their lips, Pro. 22, t8.
This will give » apiritual savour to their conversation, ig
their visits to their friends. This will teach them lLow
they ought to hehave themselves in every department
they are called to occupy. This will denomunate the
man of &God. |

Also the minister of Christ is full of faith. By which
we may undersand, that his mind is well occupied and
stored with divine sentiment.  Not like those who rush
‘nto the work without any suntiments of their own! He

Y
>
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has a firm persuasion of the truth of that gospel which he
preaches to others. He is rooted and grounded in the
gospels He is decidedly on the Liord’s side.  Not like
those who are always hovaring upon the borders of scep-
ticism. Being fuil of faith also implies that the gospel
which he preaches to others, ke lives upon himself.
e is profited thereby unto elernal life, Not like those
w.io heard the word without profit for want of faith.

2d. As no man took en hiin the honouss of priesthood
nnder the Jaw, but he that was called of God, as was Aa-
ron ¢ 80 no man, however great and good his abilities,
ouzht to engage in the gospel ministry, who has not a
divine call to it. 'T'his call contains a discovery of the
present stale of God’s people ;—'The treasure of the
gospel's being opened and committed to the soul-—=und
(rod’s command therewith, fo go and feed his sheep and
with such clearness as to answer all objections : and
swestly and powerfully to consteain the person to go iu-
to thut greal work.

It is as necessary for a gospel minister, to discover
the present state of God’s people, as it ever was for a
watchman upon the wall of any city, to be set where
he could clearly view the state and circumstances of the
aemy, and where they were exposed ; and discover the
advances of the enemy ; and give some true account
of the danger and duty of the citizens. ‘They need
such divine teachings as the wise, prndent, sazacious
and learned scribes and pharisees never had, nho were
blind leaders of the blind, from whom God hLid the
mysteries of his kingdom, when he revealed them unto
suth babes in Christ, ay were called to preach his gos-
pel.  All christians have some understanding of the
state of Zion, but to those whom the Lord calls to be
his watchmen, he gives more special and clear discove-
vies. That God who said to Moses, I have heard the
cry of thy brethren under their bondage, and am come
down to deliver them, Exo. 3, 7, &c. said also uato his
disciples, L:ft up your eyes, and ook on the fields,
Jor they are wi.ite already to harvest, Joh. 4,35, The
sane God now presides and gives his ministers unders
stunding uccording to bis word. The {reasure eof the
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~ gospel is opened and committed to the soul. When the
Liord sends a man to preach, he gives him his errand.
He comimils that treasure {o earthern vessels, which
he designs to feed his sheep with.  Not that ministers
have any inherent stock given to them, so t{bat they can
do without constant supplies from Christ, any more than
the branch without the vine. But Christ has promised
to be with them always! He will ill the eacthern vessels
as fast as he calls his ministers (o empty them in bis ser-
vice : When God has given a man a discovery of the
present state of mankind, and that treaaure of wisdom,
cnowledge, and understanding, which his people need ;
he powerfully disposes to the sacred employment of
prcaching his gospel, by inspiring him with a prevail-
ing desire to devots himsell (o it, at all events, not from
motives of ease, honour, or profit, but from love to God
and precious souls! Not like those who can preach or
let it alone, as bezis suits their worldly interest, and say
all are deluded who pretend fo an internal call of this
soct. But like the aposile, who said necessily was upon
him, the can ao more dispense with it, than with regen.
eralion, when the power of grace constrains the heart
with a sweet omnipotence, and with an omnipotent
aweelness to love a precious Saviour! Herein I am con.
sirained to differ from many who pretecd to be ministers
of Chirist, who say if any christian man can get learniag
suficient, and has an inclination to be a preacher, he has-
a gospel right to-an induciion to the sacred office, and all
the blessings of those who are called of God to preach !
And fucther say 1o my asionishment, that the man call-
ed, has an innocent right to quit preaching, and attend.
t¢ any other butiness whenever he thinks it more foc
his worldly advaniage, and say that all whe pretend to
noy other call are deluded! We have vot so learned
Christ ; we believe all God’s ministers caa ray ia (ruth,
woe i3 me if I preach aol the gospel. _ N

In addition to what iz said above I further add. If
God designs a man for the wark of the ministry, he will
open a door to his regular entrance upon it, for whatev-
ec end he hath in view, he will overrule every circum-
slance to bring it to pass; consequently he whom he
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hath internally called as above staiced, shall be external-
ly called also. This lies with the Chureh to which the
person belongs ; who being safisficd of his grace and
gifts, invite hii to the exercise of *hem in a pablic maa-
ver, and appoint him a preacher of the gospel.

'The preacher thus coostrained by the spirit of God,
and set apart by his brethren; feeis it to be his duty
to attend to his sacred lunction; whether he is thereby
reduced to poverty, or blessed with riches ; whether he
procures him honour or disgrace amongst men; or if in
consequence of his ministerial labours his heal'h and life
are worn out with fatigues, he cannoi, he dare not neg-
lect and deser! the work of the ministry on these ac-
counts, for the sake of more eaze, honour, or profit in
any other employment; If he does, God frowns upon
him, and sends leannass into his soul.  When God thus
calls men from those en.nloymenis hy which they have
galned an lionest and competent livelihood, he directs
them not to fake with them either purss or scrip for theic
journey in the path of mimisterial duties. for saith he,
the workman is worthy of hiz meal, Conveying this
idea, that the preacher of the gospel deserves as com-
pensation from his hearers, fur his labours, a suitable and
sufficient maintesance. When our Lord commissioned
his 70 disciples to the same blsssed work, he told them
for their encauragement that the labowrer i worlhy of
hiz hire. St. Paul has treated largely upon this daiy
in the 9th chapler of Lis first Episile 1n the Carinthians.
Have we wnot powes, saith he, {o eat and fo drink ?
That is, have not the mintiters of Clirist a right to ex-
peit of those o whom lhey preach the gaspel, thase
hings which are ascrssary for their sustenance T The
Apostle goes on, brave we uol power to lead abowi a #ix-
fer, 0 wife, as well as other Apasiles > Which teaches
us that the ministers of Christ have a right 1o a support
{tom their brethiren, natanly for theinselves hut for their
families alsa. The Apostle proceeds to illustrate, es-
tablish and enforce the duty of christiana to support
their ministers, by parity of reason thus : Who goeth a
warfare al any lime at his owa charges ? Who planteth
a vieyard, and ealeth ol of the fruit of i ? Or who
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feedeth a flock and eatelh not of the milk of the A-ck ?
As much as to say, if other men gain a living by their
professions, and receive a compensation for their labours
why siiould not the preachers of the gospel? If soldiers,
vine-dressers and shepherds, are sunported in their sev-
cral calling! by their assiduily, what reason can ba given
why the ministers of Christ should spend their time and
talents without providing for their own, especially those
of their own house. 1 Tim, 5, 8. 'These dear brethren
are theargnments of an inspired apostle ; and those who
profess to be gaided and governed Ly scripture authori-
1y, should of all menbe the last to despise or reject
them. 3t Paul goes on to argue, not only-from the rea-
sou and nratural fitness of things, and the principles of
common equity and justice between nan and man ; but
likewise from the divine law: Say I these things as a
man ! Qr saith not the law the same also ? For it is writ-
ten in the law of Moses, thou shalt nol muszie the
mounik of the ox that treadeth out the cora. Doth God
take care for oxen’ Importing that it was sot 30 muck
the dasign of God in giving this law, to provide for ox-
en, as io teach us what equity we shauid observe in re-
warding those who labour for us. O, saith he, iz it al-
togelker for our sake? For our sukes no doubt this is
writien, lhat he thal ploweth should plow in hope, and
he that thresheik in hroe, should be partaker of his
hope. By this W are taught, that thade who are em-
played by us, aad labour for ue, shiould hava a certain
expectation, a well grounded lope of receiving a just
reward for their labour, and cspecially that the mmnis-

ters of the gospel should hegehy be encoucaged in the
greal work of nreaching the word of God.  Are there

nut many professed hrethren, who would thiak it a de-
gradation of (hsie christian characters, lo defraud a ine-
clizinic, or labaurer, oat of the wages due far his work ;
wlio at the same time can very easily reconcile it to
their conzciences to defraud their minister out of the la-
bairs of his whole life ? As if he who has shad theic
hoise, made a pair of shoes, or mowed an acre of grais
for them, has done them a zreater Kindness than he who
has preached unto them the werd of life | Que apostle
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did not estimate the labours of the ministers of Christ
at this rate. Jf we have sown wunlo yow spiritual
things, is it a great thing, if we shall reap your car-
nal things? As there is a vast difference between spir-
itual things, and those which are merely carnal and tem-
poral, so our obligations to reward those who preach the
gospel, are vastly greater than those which lie upoi us
to recompense those who labour for us in secular busi-
ness. St. Paul derives an argument for the maintenance
of ministers from the custom under the law: Do ye
not know that they who minister aboul holy things,
live of the things of the temple ? And they who wait at
the altar are partakers of the altar ? even 8o halh tle
Lord ordained, that those which preach the gospel
should live of the gospel. The argument runs thus:
If the priests and levites under the law, received a statl-
ed aud competent support, there is the same reason that
the ministers of Christ should be supported in their work.
'T'bis apostle urges the duty of maintaining Ministers in
his Ep..ile to the Galatians. Let him that is taught in
the word communicate to him that leacketh, in all good
things. The very nature of the ministerisl duty is a suf-
ficient proof that he who has been called and devoted
himself to the great work of a preacher of Christ asabove
described, is to receive his temporal support from those
to whom he ministers. Saith St. Panl to Timothy, which
direction applies to all God's ministers, ¢ Give attend-
ance to reading, to exhorlation, to doctrine: Neglect
notl the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by
prophesy, with the laying on of the hands of the presby-
ter.  Meditate upsa thess tgings, give thyself wholily
tolem 17 e minister cannot vightly discharge the
duties of his ottice uiless he gives himsell wholly 1o
the work, how i3 he t¢ be supported, have foud to eat,
talment 1o putl on, where (o lay his head, feed his wife,
Lis children and dependants, and dizcharge the rights
of haspitality, and maintain a character of uprightuess
and integrity among men § unless he has a right to ex-
pect a compensation for his labors of his hearers 7 Here
several important questions arise, which shall be an-
swered according to my nnderstanding, viz. \ hat prop-
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er measure can he recommended to Churches, that they
who are disposed may do right in the discharge of this
duty ? Answer. The Apostle saith, let all things be
done by equality, that one be not eased and another
burthened. 'This is necessary in order that we may
have fellowship with those who do their duty, and with.
draw fellowship from those who indulge covetousness
which is idolatry. Another question is :—What shall
be done when brethren are unwilling to cemply with
this scriptural rule? Answer. Those who cannot hon-
or God with their substance, are as unworthy of a place
in the church as those who cannot love their enemies.
But what shall the Minister do when the majority of the
Church despise the reasoning above, and refuse to give
him comfortable support for himself and family, while
he does the work of a minister among them? Answer,
Consider them unmworthy of his continuance, or support
bimself, as duty may appear under existing circumstan-
ces. But suppose they are £oor and not able to sup-
port a Minister ? Answer—Bear burthens with them,
and let not the poor oppress the poor, lest it be like a
sweeping rain. Remember the poor have the gosgd
preached lo them. Let brethren in the ministry remember
the ancient Apostles, who endured crosses, hatred, re-
proach, imprisonment, toriures and death, rather than
desert the post where God had placed them. In the
mogt public and undaunted manner, in the face of danger
and death, amidst deepest poverty, cruel hatred, calum-
pious reproach, and inhuman persecution, with unweari-
ed seal and cheerfulness, they endured unto the end,
viewing him who i3 invigible, without appearing to cov-
et any outward honor or wealth ! Without any civil law
in their favor, in the name of Christ, and by the influ-
ence of the holy spirit, they humbly triumph over the
craft, the rage and power of infuristed Jews. Orver
the pride, the policy, and the power of the Roman Em-

ire, when at its full strength and niaturest sagacity !

ea, notwithstanding every conceivable form of opposi-
tion, the gospel has flourished, and still continues to
flourish } and will, no doub! until the end of the world.

Dear brethren in the Ministry, could we spend and
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be spent all our lives in painful,'disinterested, indefatiga-
bie service for Ged and the Church; how serene and
bright would it render the swift approaching eve of life !
Keep in view what God has said to Baruch, Jer. 45, 5,
seekest thou great things for thyself, seek them not. Re-
member covetousness is Idolatry. Col. 3, 5, No Idola-
ter shall inherit the kingdom of God. 1. Cor. 6, 9, God
has not called you to preach conditionally, saying,
preach if the people will do their duty and support you!
But, go preach my words unto them whether they will
hear or forbear! Ministers must not readily complain
because some are negligent about giving. The husband-
man waiteth long for the precious fruits of the Earth!
Perhaps you have never commended yourselves to their
~ consciences in the sight of God, like St. Paul. 2. Cor.
4, 2, Perhaps seme have ministered the chaff of man’s
invention instead of spiritual doctrine ! If so there is no
propriety in repeating the Apostles words to hearers,
saying ‘‘ If we have sown unto you apiritual things, is it
a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things?” It is
to be lamented that w:any things are sown in churches,
by some who pretend to be Miniaters of Christ, which
cannot be called spiritual thiage, in the sense of the text
above cited ! |
If any are tempted to covet elegant houses, remem-
ver our Saviour had not where to lay his head ! The
Apostles sometimes dweltin dens and caves of the earth !
And all who possess their disposition are content with
such things as they have ! (of God.) Let others do as
they will, faithful Ministers of Christ will endeavour to
give no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not
blamed. But in all things approve themselves as the
Ministers of God, in much putience, in afflictions, in
necessities, in distresses, in slripes, in imprisonments,
n tumults, in labours, in walchings, in fastings, by
knowledge, by long suffering, by kindness, by the
holy ghost, by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by
the power of God, by the arv-our of righleousness on
the right hand and on the left, by honour and dishon-
or, by evil report and good reporl, as deceivers and
yeu true, us unknunn and yel well known, as dyayg und
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behold they live, us chastened arid not killed, as so%-
ronwful yet always rejorcing, as poor yet making many
rich, as huving nothing ‘and yet possessing all lhings.

A short address to hearers in general,but especially to
church members, shall close the present Epistle. We
beseech you to know them which labour among you,
and are over you inthe Lord, and admonish you'; and
1o esteem them very highly in love for their work’s
suke. 1 Thes. 5. 12, 13. T o

Consider while ydu are engaged about your hustard.-
ry, housewlifery, ahd other lucrative employments ; and
with pleasing &afisfaction Accumulating property for
your children : the ministers of Christ are constrained
by love to God, ahd yotir immortal séuls, to quit their
domestic employmeénts, and give attehidance to reading,
to exhortation, and doctrine—to meditate upon these
th gs, and give themselves wholly to them. They
are charged before God, and the Lord Jesus Chrisf,
who shall judge the quick and the dead, at his appear-
inz and kingdom to preach the word, to be instant in sea~
son,out of season, toreprove,rebuke, exhort with all long
suffering and doctrine, and study to show thcmselves ap-
proved of God, as wdarkmen that ‘need not to be asham-
ed, rightly dividing the word of fruth: to make the
scriptures of the old and new testament the man of their
council : that they may be able to find the most saluta-
ry cordials for babes in Christ, as well as for nourish-
ment for those who are strong in faith} to procare from
scripture those weapons necessary for themselves and
you, when you are confronted by the hardened inclina -
. tions, deep rooted prejudices, long confirmed customs,
and leng fixed laws of buth Jews and Gentiles.  They
are charged fn the most authoritative manner, to let di.
vine truth constanily and deep'y impress their minds
with a lively apprehension of a futare anp-amance, be-
fore the augnst tribunal of the supreme head of the
church?! 1o be fairh: Ml and sincere (n (he constant dis-
charge of the several duties, relative to the ministerial
office. | | ,

Under this sacred charge, conscieuce and the spir®*

B
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of God oblige them to sacrifice their honor, case, wealih
heal:h and life rather than make a shipwreck of faith and
a good conscience. When they look upon their wives,
children and dependants ; they have as great a desire
for their prosperity as you have for yours. They are
as loth to see their children strolling like sagabonds upon
the face of the earth, and crying for bread, as you ure
{o see yours in similar distress. Consider ! Dear héar-
ers, by your means the Ministers of Christ, and their
families, are exalled to that sunshiie of prosperity which
you so much delight in ; or sink in the blackest adversi-
ty which you go much dread. Doubtless you have of-
ten enquired why so many of our brethren in the minis-
try, who have naturally good talents, and pious hearts ;
~ome to their people so often with a disagreeable same-
ness ! The answer is plain ; their brethren and hearers
neglect them, they become shackled with the affairs of
the world, which they ought to be released from by
your means ; in distressing anxiely they spend that
time in the shop or field, which ought to be spent in the
study ; the consequence is, you eat the fruit of your
own doings, and are filled with your own devices,

Let your minds be deeply impressed with the seri-
ous consequences of neglecting such men as God has
called into his vineyard ; “who are quahﬁcd like Barna-
bas and recommended like Si. Paul,

I thie 18t place, the church lacks instruction and 18
liable 10 bc fillcd with difliculties !

In the 2d place, the minister is almost rendered use-
lexs ihe world : for dividing his attention belween
mnisterial duties, and seculinr mor"mons, it is quickly
fuund that half a man is worth but little in any place.

In the 8d place, his family is greatly distressed thro’
life ! Tiis wife goes 10 work like vne accustomed to de-
feats ; his children fin 1rm. themselves worse off than
ot‘zeu-, arc led 1o enquire the cause, which has a ten-
devey tomake them deists; if sovereign grace does not
prevent,

lu the dth place, a ecoveious people sre considered
guilty of negleeting sheip dety, and oblizing itheir nin-
o te oy e out of towo’ After which ope Js foo often
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introduced who knows no better than to fellowship them
in their covetousness; God refuses to own them, for
wounding the Saviour in the house of his friends, the
candlestick becomes removed, and the works of dark-
ness fill the place ; while many who do not fully under-
stand the gospel scheme, honestly conclude through ig-
norance, there is not virtiue and energy enough in relig-
ion to support itself, try to prop it up with civil law,
which i3 vastly worse than nothing. |

Once more, seriously consider the consequences of a
promiscuous uncertain coatribution. 'Though murh bets:
ter than a total neglect, or than to call in the aid of civil
law ; and even commendable in an occasional way for
travelling ministers, who are among you occasionally :
vet when this becomes the common mode, where you
have steady preaching, the following difficulties are apt
to attend, viz: L o

1st. Men are often at a.loss to know what duty is,who
are willing to dc mght. . S

2d. Covetous persons have opportunity of indulging
themselves in the sin which most easily besets themn ;
while the Church becomes guilty of laying a temptation
before thewm! | . .

3d. If a person does right or wrong, we know it nat,
which opens a door for jealousy ! whereas if we walk
in the Light as God is 1s the light, we have fellowship
one with another.

4th. It opens a door for introducing idolatry into the
Church, where it may remain uadiscovered ay long as
this mode s continued !

5th. All things are not done by equality, as maith the
scriptures; of courseone i3 eased and another burthen.
ed, and God’s rule trampled under toot !

6th, The minister never knows what to depend upon,
which deprives him of adding his own economny to their
liberality, which would be of great advantage in inany
cases was it in his power, |

While we loudiy proclaim the absurdity of being dics
iated in our religious atfairs by the laws of men, lot us
copvince gainsayers by our recular walk, that we are
governed by the laws of God.  We can nevar couvince




16

the world we are right, until we avoid such absurdities
as are contrary to. the plainest dictates of commog
sense.

While the blazing beams of heavenly day, are burat-
ing through mystic fogs, let us avail ourselves of the
light of the day in which we live, while Zion is rising
and advancing qut of the wilderness, let us become wor-
Kera together with God, and«lho:e»whoiut off and have
- no fellowshin with the unfruitful works of darkness.
Being already convinced that false ministers are a curse
to.all their connections, may God’s word and spirit con-
vince you that false brethren are the same. In this day
of ingathering, while many flock to our churches in
clouds, like doves to their windows, we have great need
of special care that we are not deceived with wolves in
sheep’s clothing. Mauy God increase your union with
himself, and one with another in the holy ghoat, uantil
olatry shall be purged out, and the glorious extension
of the Redeewmer’s kingdom reach in every direct./n ta
the world’s remotest end for Jesus Christ,

N. B. The foregoing is what was writfen and design-
ed for a circnlar letter, with such alterations as are ne-
ceasary in order ta express the ideas of an fadividual in
distiaction from a collective body :«vis. inserting the
pronoun I, instead of we, &c.

I will further add, it haa been observed that though
the sentiments exhibited above are just, they do nat
remedy the dificulty, To which I reply, that as it is
of little use to recommend a Baviour lo sinnera who are
not conviuced of their wretched condition by nature : 50
it is of little use ta prescribe remedies in this case, ualil
Ministers and Churches understand the complicated per-
plexities which are constanily takiag place with regard
to the call of ministers and their support,

Again it may be said by way of objection, that a
man cannot be qualified like Barnabas, and recommend-
r*ddl{ike St. Paul, unless Le can work miracles as they
did.

Answer—The foreguing Jdefines in what sense the a-
nalagy between ancicnt and modern ministers is suppos-
ed to appear.
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Again further, Before the canon . scripture was
completed, it was necessary that the principai publish-
ers of God’s mind and will to mankind, should evince
their heavenly mission in a miraculous way and mun-
ner. Bul since bible is completed, there is no need of
any thing more conclusive than the writings of Moses,
the Prophets and Apostles, accompanied with the preach-
ing of the _word, attended with the influeaces of' the
Spicit.

pHowever, we must yet say as formerly, if any man,
have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his. Rom.
8. 9. For asmany as are led by the spirit of God,
they-urelhe sons of God. Rom. 8. 14. - How can they
preach excepl they be ssnt? Rom. 10. 15, Implies
something more than being sent to school, by fancy, or
parents. More than being seat to u trade, for the sake
of alivelihood. Mare than aver influeaced an unregen-
erale man, in any case. [t implies supernatural influence
from the spirit of God, opening the scripiuces to the un-
derstanding, and guiding his mind in all ministerial du-
ties, to the glory of Gad. - |

Hence [ think it is improper for a gospel minister to °
receive a text from sny person, and preach  from it, for
the sake of gratilying a curious faney in himself, orany
other. Yet nover improper to receive any text, and

reach from it, under the influence of the holy spirit,
however short or sudden the notice. [For the spirit
shail lead them into all teuth! | |

Also, [ believe all hearers under the influence of
gospel grace, will cheerfully communicate to the sup--
port of such miniaters according as the Lord hath pros-
pered them, from the same motive, viz. The glory of
God. Nor did I ever think it improper, (however olh-
ers may have understood me) for a Society of such
hearers as are disposed to do as the gospel directs,
voluntarily, to let their preacher know beforehand, how
much they are able aud willing to do for him, that he
may know bow to calculate for the support of his own
bousehold. Nor do I think it improper, but highly
cornmendable, and by far the most christian-like, where -

52
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a gociely are all agreed 1o have all these things done
by equality, viz.—For every person concerned to
do according to his ability. And I heartily recommend
to every Baptist church, not to accept, nor in any sense
consider any person a member of their society, who has
neither christianity nor manhood enough to comply with
such proposals.

Yet I think it very improper, for a majorily of any
socicty to vole a tax upon the minorily, or even upon
one who never consented to it, and collect it by LA W,

My reasons are, 1st. I think therc is energy eaough in
True Religion to support itseif.

2. Ithink there is virtue enovgh ‘o Bihle Christians
to support the gospel, which Las proved the power of
(fod lo their an'vation. Rom. 1. 15,

3. Ithink it implies contempt ffmn the great Anthor.

Once more. Notwithstanding all that is said above,
when any person or pecsuns have voted a tax upen
themnelves, signed a aubscription, or bound themselves
any other way voluntarily ; I think there i as much
propriety in obliging them by law to pay the same (in
case they refuse) as there is in keeping moncy they
voluntarily paid out of their hands seven years before.

As many as wish to knaw my mind upon these mat-
ters, whether feieads or foes, may find it here expresied-
uncquivocally.




A FEW THOUGHTS IN POETRY,

Presenled to all the unregenerate ; but especially un-
converted Miniséers. |

[Please to commit the following lines to memory, and think of them when.
ever you hear, or see a CLOCK.] -
1 1 hear the clock both night and day,
It tells the time without delay, -~
And though the strokes may seem but few,
Yet every hour their sound renew.

The Goldsmith does the time thus fis,
It strikes one hundred fiftyais,

It str.kes but once an hour we suyy
Yet sttikes this number every day,

L

3 Fifty-six thousand times a year,
Nina hundred forty mofe we hear ;.
This is the number they can tell, .
Who always stand to hear ths bell.

4 It seems %gii@ steange unless you county’
To -hink the number should amount
Ta such & great gnormous sise,
You hear the same, With some surprise.

$ Butmors surpris’d yeu'll be to hear,

-+ That which will tingle every ear i
When God thakes up your last aceount,
You'll see to what your sina amount !

6 Sinqarecor .itted every dour,
Against & God of lave and power !
Which will amount to more & yean
Than you will then desire to hear-

7 Sins are committed ev'ry day,
in all you do, or think. or say :
The aumber y: u ot Lean't tells
Bacause they far axcced the bell:

8 If hut one year amount to thia,
What apeciil aced have they of grace,
Whao've lived tweuly years oF imare,

And some have Liv'd il quite four acore !

9 Whea you're alarmed by the bell,
Pray thiak of judgment; death and hell
Unlcss the saviour Christ you love,

ou canhot Teign with lum above.

|
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10 The conatant ticking which your hear,
Bespeaks your death and judgmenidear -
And ev'ry stroke upon the betl,

8ays you are near 1o death and bell.

gi




The following is presenled for the encouragement of
weak christians, and especially of ministers, in (lhe
improvement of their gifis, in prayer, exhortalion, or
preaching, wherever there are ears to hear.

Learn the following poem, and be encouraged as often as you see yout watch.

1 My watch much smaller than the clock,
Keeps time as true and well as that !
So little gifts, though fools may mock,

- ‘Tell~us what christians would be at !

2 These little wheels I'll not despise,
8o long as thcy will tell the time;
All little christians I will prize,
So far as they appear sublime,

3 .My watch with nimble ticks goes on,
~ T'hough much inferior as ‘o size ;
8o every talent, tiaough but one,

If well improv'd, to ten may rise.

4 Tt's not the size nor painted face, _‘
That makes our clocks or watches good i
80 learned schalars without grace,
Bring no internal Heavesly fuod.

3 Internal work well pat togethes,
~ Makes clocks and watches keep good time ;
8o when the christians love each other,
Devotion will appear sublime,

6 M{vmtch has got aregulator,
Wlich makes it usetul unto me ; -
8o «hristians need a conservator,
The hely, just and sacred Three,

7 Come little christians view the watch,
Compare yourselves as well you may;
And thiak, your gifts esteem’d not muchy
Are useful if you watch and pray.

8 No more complain that you are smalh
1f God your regulator is;
Devote yourselves and bring yourall, -
Remembering you are always his,

9 The watch makes very littl: noise,
Compard with every sounding bell ;
Bljuh’s still, small, heavealy voice,
aus'd hum at Jesus’ feet to dwell.




