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MINUTES

OF THE

Warren Aflociation

HELD AT SUTTO N,

9

In the Province of

Maffachufetts-Bay,
SEPTEMBER, MDCCLXXI.

IN the year 1770 the aflociation wis held at Bellingham, when three churches
joined i¢, viz. the firft and third ckurches inMiddleborough, and the church of
Afbfield. This year, viz. 1771, the following churches joined the affociation,

of Royaifton, Cumberland and Wrentham, South-Brimfield, Richmond, the
firft of Attleborough,

—— -

| BOSTON:
Printed by Jonn Bovres, :in Marlborough-Street.
+ MDCCLXXI,
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Minutes.of the Warren Affociation, &c.

roth, 1771—An introduétory fermon from 2 Corinth. 1ft Chap. 12th
verfe, was preached by the Rev. Ifaac Backus, pailor of the firit church
~ in Middleborough—Divine fervice being over, the Rev. Mr. Backus
was chofen moderator, and the Rev. John Davis, clerk—L.etters were read from
eleven churches ; four of the affociated churches having fent no letters ; a letter
was alfo read from the Philadelphian affociation, which came by the Rev. Mor-
gan Edwards.—In the Letters the following perfons were appointed meflengers,
viz. Rev. Mefli'rs Jeremiah Baftow, Hezckiah Smith, Nathaniel Green, Seth
Clarke, Noah Aldch, Ifaac Backus, Ebenezer Hiids, Ebenezer Smith—Alfo
Meffi’rs James Sibbley, Arthur Pagget, Jofeph Hale, Daniel Streeter, Ebenezer §
White, Ebenezer Davis, James Eddy, David Morfe, Jonathan Philips, William
McKinftry, Eberezer Holebroke, Haiah Blood, George Shaw, Nathaniel- Bar:
rows, Afa Hunt, Abner Lewis, William Nelon.——The meflengers {rom the
five churches that'joined this year, were Meffi'rs Whitman Jacobs, Metturean
Balleau, Elders—1faac Efty, Ebenezer Guild, Samuel Hancock, Joleph Guikd,
John Hicks, Nathaniel Munger, and Humphry Nee:ham. ‘

ﬁ- CCORDING to appointment the affociatont met at Sutton; September

Sept. 11th, feven o’clock—The affociation met, and afier a folemn addre3
to God for guidance and protecticn, proceeded to bufinefs—As follows,

1. A letter from the baptift church inWeftmorcland te thcRev. Mr.Hinds was
read, and advice afked upon it—Advifed, That as the fub,ect of the lerter had
reipect particularly to Mr. Hinds himfelt, the affociation cannot fay any thing
faid church, but leave 1t with Mr. Hinds to anfwer them ashe fhall fee beit,

2. The church in South-Brimfield aflzed advice refpecung the fettlemen: of u
nunifter——Advifed, Thar they renew their encouragement to Mr. Ewing, «r.
eali another, as they fhall judge beit.

2. Refolved, That the circular letter with the minutes of the affociation be

.
i

printed 5 and thar this be an eft chiyd cuftom in thus afleciation,
4(’/\ .



4 A requeft from the church in Wilbraham, defiring advice in the Cafe of
their minifter, who has been taxed to town, county and provirice rates, was con-
fidered—Agreed to give Eider Seth Clarke a certificate, fetring forth, Thag he is
a regular ordained minifter, and a member of this affociation ; ‘as are alfo the
churches who ordained him.,

5. The addrefs of a baptift church inRichmond was laid before the affociation—
Agreed, That Matturean Balleau, minifter in faid church have a certificate, . fet-
ting forth, That the church whereof he is paftoi, isa member .of this affociation,

6. The letter from the church of Afhfiel:i confider’d—agreed, That whatever
refpets the proprictors of Afhfield, as fuch, lies with themfelves—Advifed there-
fore, That the baptifts of Afhfield, in' the character of proprietors, may treat
with the committee of the General Court, appointed to meet in faid town the
31 8th Inftant.

£ 5. The tranfa&ions of the baptift committee of grievances, for the laft year,

were laid before the aflociacion by the Rev, J. Davis—The affociation voted
their approbation of the conduét of faid committee—And that the hearty thanks
of the aflociation be given to the members of the committee for their fervices,—
The expences of the committee, while 1n the public fervice, were laid before the
affociation in an account, by the Rev. Mr. Sullman, the treafurer for that year,
which accompt was approved, and pafled. | '

8. Refolved, Thatthe committee chofen laft year by the baptift affociation,
for the purpofe of obtuining redrefs of grievances, be diffolved—and that the
agency of the Rev. Hezekiah Smith,ceale—and that for the future, all agencies,
committees, &c. which may be chofen by the afluciation fhall be, and continue

from the time cf their being chofen, to the next fucceeding affocii-ion, or meet-

ing of the fame affociation, except foreign agencies, &c. and fucl: ag nts and
committees in foreign par:s, as may be in the difcharge of their office, which ate
to be and continuz until regularly recalled, or diffolved by their conftituents.

9. Voted, That the affociation will chufe an agent in Bofton, to a& for the
bapafts as a denomination—Chole Rev. J. Davis, who accepted—and for his

~afiitance cho'e the gentlemen who compofed the former commut: e, the majority

I

- of whoin accepted, under the name of an advifory council.

‘.

10. The power of the agentis, togo to England in perfon, or to appoint

gne 10 g0, 1t need ¢, to lay the Cale of the bapuifts, in this province, before the

King,
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King, andto alt in concert with our agents in London, who are, Rev. doQor
Stennet and Llewelin, anc Rev. Benjamin Wallin, .
~11. Agreed to {fupply the following churches, viz. the church in Sturbridee.
the 3d Lord’s day i September, Mr. Ebenezer Smith ; ad Lord's dayoii
December, Mr. Le Doyt ; lat Lord’s day in O&obcr, Mr. Whitman Jacobs
2d in November, Mr. Baftow; 2d in February, Mr. Nathaniel-Green; 2d in
March, Mr. Ewing ; 2d in June, Mr. Hinds.——The church in Wrentham,
lalt Lord’s Day in this inftant September, Mr. Nelfon : 3d in November, Mr.
Alden ; 2din May, Mr. Baftow; 2d in January, Mr. Backus; 2d in July,
Mr. Thompfon, - '

12. Agreed to hold the affociation next year in Middleborough—Rev. He-
zekiah Smith to preach the introduétory fermon ; and in cafe of his failure, Rev.
Mr. Batow. - | '

13. Letters were read, and approved, to the Philadelphian affociation, and to
the churches compofing this aflociation. " q

y the&

Agreable to the plan of the affociation, that whatever is determinable b
fcriprures,thall not be put to vote, the following fertiments, founded in the word
of God, are recommended to the churches, viz. As theLord hath ordained that
they who preach the gofpel fhould live of the gofpel, aad hath exprefsly appoint-
ed the method to be, that they who are taught in the word fhould communicate
to him bzt teacheth in all good things, 1 Cor. 9. 15. Gal, 6. 6.—Surely thofe
who do not confcientioufly attend to this rule do not duly regard the authority ot
Jefus Chrift, which we defire all to confider—And we bear our teftimony againft
any attempts that are, or may be made to introduce the authority of human laws
to fupport the gofpel minitry.

And now brethren, beloved of our Lord, receive the word of exhortation,
which we fend you in our letter, as follows, viz. '

L ]

‘The elders and brethren from the churches of Haverbill, Bellingbam, Bafion,

Middleborough, Sutton, Leicefter, Afbfield, Royalfton, Richmond, Attleborough, and

- Wrentbam, met in aflociation at Switen, the 10th, 11th and 12th of September,
1771.  Send greeting.

To our Berovep BrEeTHREN,

l‘ l > E are not infenfible of the attempts that bave beew made by minifters
in wvarious ways to ajflume a claffical power and jurifdiction over the
churches ; neither are we unaware of the cvil and pernicious effelds of
their obtaiming [uch a power ; which therefore we defire that vou and

we may always watch againft ; yet as it is certain the churches in the ap:falic ;5
’
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&d, by mefengers and leivers bold a friendly ecrrefgendence with cach other for

mutual advice, belp and comfort, and fometimes by the meeting of many of them 1o-

gether for that purpefe 5 and as we are commanded 1o follow afier the things that

make for peace, and thiugs wherewith one may edify another, ene bave been conviueed
that it is both warrantable and expedient for our cburches that are (o inuch jcattered

tbrough sbis. land, and who bave beretofore been Jo much unacquainted w.ib cack other,

thus 10 affociase togethery for prayer, preaching of the word, mutuil advice,. and en-:
deavor 10 promote umion and gofpel order among them, and to guaxd againft.the con-

trary, as well as to afford what affifiance. we can-ta.focks who axe defsitute, weak or

oppreffed 5 and we defireto [peak it 49 the glory of GOD, that we bave bitberto found

. eur meetings to anfwer thefc important ends . and in our prejemt affembly e bave

peen very agreanly.entertainedwito accounis of the wark of GOD in various places,

and tbat mcl of our churches axe at peace among themfelves ; which, with the tokens

of the divine prejence that we bave emjryed in this meeting, afford frefb encourage-

caenit 10 our fouls vo lay cfide every weight, and te prejs forward in the chriflianrace,
thresgh all the enesmies and dangers of this evil world.

And mow, brethren, fuffer a word of exbertation : As we. are furroynded with ob-
icEls of fenfeswkich we areerceeding. prone to bave owr bearts overcharged or diveried
with, o as to forget or negleld the great thimgs of elexnmityy therefore it i furely bigh
iimz to awake out of fleep, to puf off the wonks of darkmefs, and 10 put on the <cabole
armaur of light ; and having cur eyes to the great author andfinsfber of owr faith, for
divesiion andgrace to belp us i1 everypsime of meed, may we alwavs realize that we
v ¢ afling for an eternal werld, and fo bebace ik our feveral flations and relations, as
‘Lt we. may give up our agcount with joy, and.mat with grief. And in particular,
wce entreat beads of familses to remember the divine command 10 bring up thofe under
their care in the nurmire.and admonition of the LLORD, giving evidence by their
coaduit that their nst bringing children to baptifin before they believe in 7ESU8
CHRIST, bas not.the leaft tendency 1o make them negle? family religion, or the ufe of
all gofpel means for the [abvation of ther fouls. And remembering-that we are not -
own, but cic under thaftropgeft obligations to glorifyGOD with our bodies and Jpirits
which are bis, while yet eur goodnefs cant extend {p bim, but o the faints whick \are
in the ecrth, let i engage us all in our [everal fations, like David, fo ferve pur ¢ne-
ration by tke will of GOD, and fight the good fight of faith, and lay bold on eternal
fife !

. Signed by arder of the affociation, .
: Isaac Tackus, Moderator. .

Joux Davis,, Clerk. .
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Churchus Miniflers Nawes | Baptaff |Reflo.| By |Diad Excem.| Dimif.'\ Whole

Year Lets, Num.

Warren Mr. Thomfon - 50

~ Haverhill Hezektah Smith $ 1 15 13
Bellingham Noah Alden 4 4 1 ) sg
2d in Middleborough |Ebenezer Hinds 3 t 1 1 1 33
Lofion Samuel Stillinan 40 108
Sutton Jeremiah Baftow 8 3 2 45
Leicefter Nathaniel Green 3 2 41
*Ware 2 16
Storbridge 1 28
“Enfield Jofeph Meachem 32
Wilbraham Seth Clarke 10 32
*Meontagu - | 19
aft in Middleborongh | Ifaac Backus 5 63
3d in Middleborough | Afa Hunt 6 63
Afhfield | Ebenczer Smith 8 ’ 41
Royalfton Whitman Jacobs ‘ 29
Cumberland and @ 10
Wrentham _ '

South-Brimfeld | f 10
Richmond © |Matturean Balleau 29
st inAttledovough” | ¥ d 10

. . )», iy . : % ~ 4%‘ . ‘ oo,
Total, 837

»mi
|
1

* The churches mark’d with the ftar (* ), are in the preceding ftate of the
churches, as they were laft year, they not having fent letters this year.

N. B. The churches are chuc{’ced to make collettions for the agency, and
fend them together with 2l! neceffary accounts of giievances, attefted .praper.
ly, to Bofton, |

——



