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MINUTES

[ OF THE
WARREN-ASSOCIATION,
Intbcereetmgat Middleborough Sept.g, & 10, 1757,

P st

Al 1 Y

r l"‘\ H E Elders and Brethren from eur rcfpc&wc Churches
being met, at elder Backus's Meeting-houfe in Midcile-
borough, September 9, elder Stillmun preached a fuita

able Sermon frem Eph. ii. 20, 21. Then a Moderator and

Clerk were chofen, and the lcncrs from the churches, were read,’

and the following lift was taken. Thofe names that are in capi-

tals denotes ordained minifiers.  Such as have this mark, + werer
not prefent, churches with this mark, * we had no account
from, but their number ot mcmbcas remains as they were {aft

ear.
d CHURCNES. MrssenagEevws. Recdi difl fufi.[No.
1 Bofton, SAMUL STILLMAN, ‘
Ra’ph Abrahams. 1~:3 12 1.5 1'37
*2Bofton, T JIsaac SkiLLmAN, 42
Bellingham, Noam ALDEN,
John Alby, 1 ‘ 40
* Haverhill, + HezEK1AH SMITH, 149
Warren, t CuarrLrsTuompsoNn
Etenczer Cole, 1ifq; 1 54
1 Middleboro’ Isaac Backus, 63
Theo. Crocker,
*¥2 Middleboro’ EBknEzER Hmns, | 75
3 Middleboro” Asa Hunwr,
Abifhai Tinkham, S 90
INathaniel Atwood,
* Charlton, + Naru.GREEN, '3
* Wilbraham, 4 Skt CLARK, 139
* Tintield + Joskru MEcaam, |’ 30
* Veare, 'y
* Afhfield, +t EBENEZER,SMiITH, 6o
* Montague, 29
* Sutton, 45
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€CuvRCcHFs, Messenarrs, 'ree.'di dif, fuf Ne

]
A Royslflon, + WriTmaN Jacorns, -
* Rochmoud, Mavivrranbitavu, -

o
<
o

Wienthumi, WilLiam WiiLliAms
Ebenezer Guilrd,
Attleborough, Jor S anans, 1 1| 6o
John Sprague,
MNoaly Clageen, ,‘
S mud El.fs,
So. Brinnticld, 4+ t.1:00n CoppING, | §
Natbanidd Murger,
* Sturkaidge, |

[ A
w

24

Weodtteek, Prrulopovr, 15 1 g ih

& 1 3 ' 2

Clelmetord, T Eitsu s Rics, | 70

Darnflal e, Lo ¥o)

INew §lem, Sansvuirbicrirow, 5 3 23
La Gy :

Fratton, ' 27
Leicefter,  PBrayaxon Fostir, | 271 % 21
I*rCC'?fi‘".S't', ST Ir RO wrs, ' 30
Medti-1d, Isionias GAIR, s 2 (1

Jamies Morfe,
Hurwich,  Sivia Cr.ox, .‘}t
Lallinglley, €. onar Hosinsoy, I 39
Yot T
L}.)l;l-.il.l] i lylfw.. 5 i 1 | [ Z8) '/‘ lb]“}

Tur two laft of thefle Churckes, upon fati-fa tion given, were
recerved-at this mecting,  And precdent Maniing was alf ge-
ceived to act with us, 1. A Totter snd minutes trom the ARo-
ciitiun of Charleftown, Smth-Carclina, woere reezived and read,
and an anfwer retereed. 20 The minwtes of tae Potladelnhin
Afiociation were reo ived and recd; and ours are to f¢ fent o
them, 3. The Coneanittee who were lait vear ajpointed, i
concurrerce with the puaities concerned, to endeaveur to fet:le
an unhppy difference which n.d for fometime {uLifted le-
i&\’i.‘('l’ th(‘: chulches (')r A {’.:.’\b()n"e",‘f",g“ a:',d }‘.c”i!"‘i;)}“;!n’ NOW njqdc a
report of the circomit ihees and {usecfs -t their meeting 5 vpn
earivg of which, rmisAiflociation net enly apyproved of theirre
port, itae faid giffverce was hars ity feided, but could net kelp
obferving with the Ligheft {ai-f2831 n, what a remarkd le ¢1-
vine blefiing atroy icd their cndeavonrs, 4. Voted, Thitthe
thanks of thic Al tion be given to elder Bockus, for the inde-
fatipalle pains he Fath tuken in collehing and rubliibing the
fift vchime o ailifiory of tee Biptide, frosthe il 1. etle-
mert of Neweinnpland ; and &2 i reguedtsd to go on with thag
wik, ;o Agied
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g. Agreedupon the fallowing fupplies for deflitute focieties, viz,

Grafion, Lulder Lewis, the fecond Lord’s-day in Oétoter ; El-
der Alden the fecond in December 5 Lilder Ledoyt, the fecond
ingune ; kElder Gu.ir, the third in June,

Feflor, Elder Bucias, the third in September; Elder Williams,
the fourtn in Q:tober ; Lilder Gair we fecornd in November g
Elder Fofter, the third in November ; Elder Lewis, the third in
Decemiber ; Elder Scamans, the f{cond in February.

Framingham, Lider Scamans, the third in October 5 Elder
Wilii.ms, the fourth in April ; ilder Lewis, the fecond in May :
Lider Guir, the fecond in Auguft. |

Harren, Llder Scamans, the third in Sgptember ; Elder Nel-
{fon, the fift in O:d.ber; Lller Manning, the fecond ia Oclo-
ber ; Llder Lewis, the fecond in November,

Barniatble, Flter Hunt, the irft inOober, and firk in April ;
Elder Buckus, the irft in Decensber ; Elder Seamans, the fecond
in Jasuary ; Elier Lewis, the third in June.

Har wichk, Elder Seamans, the third in January ; Elder Hunt,
the third in February, and third in June ; Elder Lewis the fuft
" in Aupuf,

Du.ilzy, Elder Alden, the third in May.

6. Voted, To recommend it to ail the churches belonging to
this Atfociation to confder, whether it wild nct le for theirlene-
fit to have this Al ciition divided, o as te bave ancther formed
tn fuch part of the country as may be convenient for churches too
remote to atter! with us,as matters are now circumftanced ; and
tc report their juggement upoa it gt cur next meeting.

7 Qur former agert and commitiee are re-chofen for the
vear enfuing, with the addition of Lrother James Merfe,

The next Aflientation is to be at Leicaier, on the Tvefdav

after the ket Wodnefday in September next. Elder Ledoxt.

to preach the fowon, o in eafe of failure, Lilder Gair.
‘The church and tesicty of Nledtidd, baving compluined, thot ail

but abodt fix «f thetr merncers wre new toxed to a2 mitnifter toat
they ditfent frem, and do set go e bear o and having requefted

orr’ udvice ia the cufe ; the like to which Lieing alfo done in

many other pluaces | the Flders ana Brethren prefent vered,vnani- |

moufly to have an add eis, which Lloer B ckus has drawn up,

eximined by cur cominiitee, and pullithed 2s cur circular letier

to the churches. " Flis was accercingly done, and is as follows.,

The Llders and Brethren of fifteen baptif churches, effem-

vled at Middleboreuph on the ¢th and 1oty of Septemler 1777,

vnto cur fiiznds and cousirymen fend Gigeting,

| Men

/

!
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Men, Brethren and Fathers,

At a time when the jnhabitants of this vaft Continent are ap-
pealing to Heaven agrinft oppreifors, and for the defence and
maintenance of their liberties, it pteatly concerns every one to
regard that command of Heaven, Alake strRY 1GuT paths 8

| your feet  Our Lord (1ys, My kingdem is wet of this wwonld : if

i

my kingdem were of this world, then would my fervants fig ht,
that 1/hould nit be delivered to the Fews  but now i my kingdemy
not frem hence.---Thau fayR that 1 am a King ; to this end was 1
born, and for this cayje came 1 into the werld, that I fhculd bear
witnefs unto the trath.  Every one that i of the truth heareth my
voce.  From whence we oblerve, ,

1. That tighting with the [word, or a defenfive war, is allow-
ed of in worldly fiates : but that the Saviou:s kingdom receives
neither its rife nor fupport from thenes,

2 As his kingdom is founded in, and {upported by TuE
TRUTH ; fo nune are of i1 byt fuch as bear and obey Ahis vsice.

4 Thercfore all ufe of fecular force to fupport religion, is
from venzath, and not from above ; and is { far from promoting
the crufe of truth, that it is dismetrically opgpofite thereto. For
the truth fhews, that Chrift is the only wE A of his body, the
chu ch ; and that whatfoever is rightly done therein, is done in
his wame, And while he recnires us to fubmit to eve: y ordinance
¢f man for his fake, in civii &ifairs, he moft folemnly warns us,
rot to be /utgeli 10 ord¥naaces, in'his church, after the command-
ments and delirines of men, Colo 2, 20—22and 3, 19, 1 Pet, 2,
And it is mpft evident, that the fattlement and fupport of religi-
ous miniflers, is as much an ordinaace of God,'as any one that

2 ever inflitctzd, either in the old tefftament or the new ¢ and
that miniflers fuith{ulnefs to e people, and the peoples faitbiul-
nefs to th=ir aiiniflers, 2ad one 1o another, are enforced by the
authority of 11t who is poffeded of all powser in heaven and i
earth, and vieo can &/ voy both foul and body in hell.  Exed. 28,
1---3 and 29, y—zg. Deut. 26, M:l, 3. Mut. 10 7-—-28, and
28, 18&—20 1Cor.g. Gu). 6. 6—y Phil. 4.17—19. Heb. 13,
Now what =un i ¢ more contrary to this voice of tiuth, than it B
for a civil ftate t3 form religicas [cieties by force, and to compel
all their fubjects to fupport Tuch religious minifiers as they have
fct up, or clle to pay a fubmilive acknowledguient to that power,
in orderto be exagpted therefrom | The facred paffage which
has often boen perveyted to ccuntenance fuch doings, Ifa. 49. 23,
fhews exprefily, that when civil rulers fhidl Lecome wurfing fa-
thers to the church, they will bow down 10]JEHOVAR'S AUTHO-
Ruvy therein,  Bus when his chureh placed her affuctions and

trufk

[ ]
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trult for temporal fuppert, upon any befide himfelf, he faid; e
hath played the harlot==fhe hath done fhamefully. Hofea, 2, g,

And this hath longbeen the dreadful trade betwixt the morker of

harlors and the kings of the carth. who have made merchandize of
Sflaves and [ouls of men. And the voice from Heaven is, Come
oyt of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her fins, and that
ye receive not of her plagues ; for her fins kave reached unto Hea-
vin, and God hatli remembered her iniquities ; and favs, How
much fhe hath glorifed her[elf, andlived delicioyfly, fo much tore
.ment and forrow give ker.  Rev. 18, 2—18.

We aro fur from defiring to oonceal or undervalue, the civil

rivileges which we have long enjoyed ; but verily think they
lfavc,j been as great'in New-England, as in any part of the world,
And curdenomination have as readily and vigoroufly joined of late

in the genera] defence of them, as any others have.  Yet how can |

ary perfon lift up his head before God or man, in refifting a pow -
er that would fax us where we are not reprefented, while himfelf
doth thz fameshing ! For a civil aflembly to impofe religious taxes,
is more certainly out of their jurifdiction, than it can be for

—— . e e - — s = —

Britain to tax America ; becaufe the latter is only an extending

of the power of cne civil legiflature into the territories of ano-
the: of the fame kind, while the former is for earth to encroach
upon the authority of Heaven. A collecting of religious minif-
tcrs maintenance by fecular force, is fo far from beir~ counte-

nancedby the gofpel, that thofe who atiempted it unacr the law, -

were fons of Kelicl, and fuch heads and princes as abhored judges
ment, and perverted all equity. 1 Sam. 2z, 12, 16. Micah 3,

s—a. T:edivine oracles inform us of a gradual vi¢tory, which -

the church of Chrift tha!l obtain ocver the scaft and over his

which is the aumber of a man.  Aad alfo that the beaft was, and

is not, and yer iz, Now what cap this mean, but the ufe of beaft- |

1
image, and vver bis mark, and over the mumber cf his name ;|

3
t
i
!
¢

ly force to fupport religion by Fuman laws 2 It wos, in the |
- times of popith darknefs and tyranny, it /s not, in a land of gof- .

pel light and liberty, and yet it 15, fill exercifing both deceit and

eruclty.
" When England rejeted the Pope, and fet up a temporal prince
as head of the church, our fathers feund that this image exercifed

all the power cf the firff beaft ; which caufedthem to flee into this

land for religious liberty. But after they had kroken the ice,
others followad them, who were not willing that any fhould buy
or fel: in the country, that would notreceive @ mark of fubjeCtion
to fecular force in religious affairs. And fince “the revolution
that maik has appeared {o openly in the forkeads of the ruling

party

P e
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party, that their religicus miniffers have been eulled, fettled and
fupported, in the name of the King of Great-Buituin ; wnd orfe of
their moft noted authors fuys, *¢ In confiquence of this, the
miniflce thev chofe, is in reality the kirg's minifter, and (he
falary tor him is raifcd in the King'> mamz.”"* And thovgh the
commillions of all civil and wilitary ofiicers, who reccived their
authority in that nane, have long beea one of date among us, yet
religious oflizers whe were fo fet up 2] hold theiv power ; and
many of cus focictics huve been taxed Lo thiem, e.en face the ha-
ginning of thes mem rol’e vear 1777, for no otler teafon than
becaufe we have refufed to recerve @ xark in ~ur hauds, of fub-
jeQlion to that powur Lt has ieen the corftuit trede of our op-
preflors, foi vhcle 240 vears, to reproach our dencminaiton wita
the fcindals of the m i mea of Munder. Detale gievel eriop
of thofe men Lay in bolimg, That the kingdom of Chitft vo4s
thus to commence, that the clect thouid reign, and all the wick. A
be rooted ou'—_hat tl’:')ugh the a‘t;uﬂl: s Wwere not, yet the P:‘c.‘{c.'%-‘.
miniflers oughic 1o take the faord.”  And throgh Luteer {uid,
¢ Such pranks :s theic men do, mufl Le the soatrtvance of {ome
raw, uncxpe:ricm;c_d devil ',“ 1 vet the ecclutrfiical ettallifhinant
by human Laws in this country,ws mo® «viden'lv introduced by
this very principle ; while the Baptifts, for oppotingit, ha » ull
along Leen 1ep-oached with the mad altlons of thole men.
The commna pre ence is, that civil rulers only regdate the
eircum@antizy ot l‘C:igi’JN- Purt  the WO!I}&}’ ;’Mh(}-f of Le
church that § ft planted .Now Laglind, wediv £0d vron i, ¢4t
a fubjett thould ufirp ths crown, aund exectie regal auiloiliy,
the differenze weie but in the aircamtizt ez of perfon, vhish not-
withftanding madz the «cvion hinh tewfon, Oritapricr, coms
iug to fay his evening fung, thould fall afleep onnis delk, ik
were but a matter of cirfiance in refuct of time and place ; it
might lawfully be dong in mucther piacz, and atinother time ¢
yet there and then 1t were 4 arent profaﬂ.ing of the fervice-boulk,
What fway suthoiity bath inthe ¢ urch of Loplaid, sy peareta
in the lawe of the !ag.",'-\".]zd‘. X the povernmant of 1.2 churci
aiterakle st the mapgitrates prefure—iut as tae kingdom of
Chrift is 57! ’{f”'l’.‘ "U.",r[.l', Gos :."ini‘.!l 1‘,'4!1"} re i fpiritual I\"Fg N
fo musft the povirnment of s {jirizuad kingdomm under this
fpititual King aeeds'be [ ind, and all the Lawsof it, And os
Chrift Jelis fath by de meiits of his priefhood redeemed s
well the Toly as tne foul; fois be Al by the foeyrer of His
kingdom 1o rule and reiga cver Loth : unto which chriitiain

mag-firates
» S‘Ce f’lt }{;490 .’/.fQ’/‘f Ht?[l”ﬁ', /.',7 })”}H,J]I‘,’,'dc A}';wh‘“”.'r lh. 73

4 AbSrat of the Hilf of Pefery, veio 2, p. 673, SR
{ Bapii 112 .5z, 127, 150, 160,173, 251,

£
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mzgiitrates as well as meaner perfons ought to fubmit them-
felvee ; and the moic chiiftian they are, the more meekly totake
the yck: of Chrift upon them, and the greater.authority they
heve the more cile tualiy to advance his feepire over theme
fzlves and their people, by all good means. Necither can there
Lc any re:fon given, why the inerits of faints, may not as well
be mingled with the merits of Chiit for the faving of his
chuech, as the livs of mea with his laws, for the ruling and
guiding ot it. He is as wbfoluie and as entire a King as ke is a
Pricit, and his people muft be as cueful to preferve the dignity
of the one, as to enjoy the tenctit of the other.” *

i{4d his firft principle of New-England been duly regarded,
it would nct only have prevented an unknown deal of cofts in
our affeablies and courts, upon butinels which they had no jut
right to medciile with, but alfo would have prevented the great
guilt of teing partial in th: law. Mal 2. 9. For more than
cighty years patt, the mijority of iulhabitants in every town
and parith in this provincs, have been empaoiwered to covenant
fo- the relt with religious minitters, arnd to profecite many as
truce -bre: kers, for not fulniling a covepant which they never
mid=: ; and executive othcers have been {Olsarly required to
pinith all defests and neglecls of that kind = While wecun-
not find that zuy care at <l has been teien by our legifl . ture,
to punith the Jcfeets and neglects of minifte:s b their work, A
fightof whicl; Las carried fome to the oppo.itc extre-m ; fdas
to trest thote which they reczsive ard own as trus Iabou-ers in
Chrift’s vinevard, worfe than they would thinrk of treating
comman lboarers in their Selds 5 if not worfe than thev treat
tbcir oxen that plow their land 2ad bring intheircorn.  Where-
as the law of Carift rlii~ly mikes the obligation to ke mutuzl,
betaint minftars and ckretr peeple 5 and while he commands
minifters © weasch foo Valsas thoye that mull give azccunt, e
favs to the poopie, Lzt i that is tauzht in the wird, esmme-
nrcats wate Him rkat 1eacicih in all gosd things.  Bex.r dec-iuzd,
G:d i; ner mocked. A duz anentior toour [ord’s gelden rule,
weuld rectify thefe and all other difcrders amongz us, «nd make
wa troly Nappv peopie. Ter us all therefare wefe fron man
whofe Lreath 1s in hic pefiil) wnd fo fpeak aad fo uct astlofe
wio fhal Lo judgel fy the Law oF LIBERTY,

}]}r order 0f tie Asfrdiation, .
Noava Aroerw, Moderaor.
Benjasiy Lostrn, Jdak,
¥ Robuion's Yuftifeeti m of Jiparsion from ibe arsh
\d
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