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M I N U T E 8
O THE
WARREN ASSOCIATION,

In their Meeting at Sourn-Brimrirwp, the 11th and
i2th of September, 1781.

H E Llders and Brethren from our Churches

thet at South-Brimfeld, Sept. 11, 1781, when

K dc:r Hunt delivered a fuitable difcourfe, from 2 Cor.

X 4. Afrer which a Moderator and Clerk were chofen,

and the foilowing it was taken, of the meflengers from

the Churches, of thc numbers added, difmiffed, excluded,

§ orthat have died, and their prefent numbcr of mcmbcrs.{

i Churches with this * mark, we had no new account
E ﬁ’rwm Minifters with this + mark, were not prefent.

Courckes, Meffengers. ARG A

SANE ]| .

x Boiton, +Samurr StiLLmar,) 8 154

*2 Bofton, + Isaac SkiLLMan, 42

Bellingham, Noan ALDEN, 5 5]
Samuel Darling,

Haverhill, + Hezexk1an Smitu,2q | I 1{ig2!

*Warren, * + CHA. THOMPSON, 8.4

1 Middleberough, Isaac Backus, 24 138,

Nathaniel Shaw,
David Alden,

2 Middleborough, -+ Esenezer Hinbs,|13 56
Samuel Nelfon, |
3 Middleborough, Asa Hunr, 32{ | 1| 2{18%

James Shaw,
Abraham Holmes,

Charlton, Natnawigt GrEeNy)740 | ) 2,139

T T




“ Churches.

‘Wilbraham,

& Enfield,
Afhfield,

Montague,
Sutton,

Royalfton,

*Richmond,
Wrentham,

Attleborough,

| 2 ]

Meffengers.
Daniel Bacon,
Daniel Streeter,
Abijah Lamb,
SETH CLARK,
William Scott,
Jonathan Warlen,
+ Fnenezgr SMITH,
Aaron Lyon,
Ifracl Rice, |
Richard Montague,
Samute!l Rich,
Samuel Waters,
William Jacobs,
WHITMAN JACOBS,
James Haven,
Jacob Efty,
+ Matturean Beleau,
WiLLiam WiILLIAMS,
Obadiah Allen,
Jor Skamans,
Edward Clarke,
Levy Maxcey,
Samuel Blofs,

South-Brimfield, Er1jan Cobpive,

Woodftock,

Chelmsford,
Buinltable,
New-Salem,

Nathaniel Munger,
Joel Rogers,
Dantel Wincheiter,
BieL Lepovr,
David Bolls,

Silas Corbin,
Thomas Hutchins,

+Samuer BickLow,
Theophilus Crocker,
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Chuyches. Meflengers. Aoy 2
Benjamin fgibley’, RIS|FIR] ®
Grafton, Tromas UsTick, 39
Bradford Chace,
Leicetter, + BeENjamMIN FosTER, | 14 | 1] 76
Thumas Holman, [ |
Samuel Cheever, |
Freetown, 1 Asner LEwrs, 6|36 1 | 97
Medfield, Tuomas Gair, 3] 1 2| 67
James Morfe, ‘
Harwich, Jonathan Jeffers, 3l 2| | 2] 45
Killingly, = Georce Rosinson; | 10] 2| 2 6r
William Givens, o
| Ezekiel Blackmarr,
Dudley, Jonathan Wiliard, 9 28
John Blood, |
Southington, + Joun MERRIMAN, | 18
Eber Merriman,
* 3 Rehoboth, + Joan Hicks, | 106
Harvard, IsataH PARKER, 5 il 72
?Z%(ﬁg]frﬁ: } ELisua RansoM, 9 37
Newtown, Carez Broop, 71 {1 76
~ Salem,N.Hamp. Samuel Fletcher, | 20 N 47
Colrain, 7 26
* Northbridge, 15
- Cambridge, John Williams, - 27
} 2 Afhford, Silvanus Shurtli@L
Valentine W.Rathbun, | 47
Afhburnham, Ebenezer Conant, 32
Ifaiah Stone, | ]
470/50]22l193107

Increafe lafp Year, ast

The three latt of thefe Churches, upon fatisfadtion
obtained, were received at this Meeting, '
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T. A letter and minutes were received from the Phi.
{adelphia Affociatior, by the h\anids of our beloved Bro-
ther, Elde, Wiliian Rogers, their meflenger to us.
2, A b, westrecéived from the Aflociation lately
formed at Staiubury, in the State of Vermont, by Des-
con Jonathan Richardfon ; which Affociation, according
to their requeft, was unanimoufly received into union
with us, and both of thefe meflengers were received to
aft with us. . '

3. Our Elders Parker and Gair were appointed to
draw up a.letter to Shaftfbury Affociation ; Elder Wil-
liams and Brother Montague to draw one to Phila-
delphia; and Elder Backus to prepare a circular letter
to our Churches. |

Elder Rogers preached in the evening.

Sept. 12, met at cight in the morning.

4. The cafe of our Brethren of Karvard Society was
confidered, who nobly and firmly fuffered the iofs of
goods and imprifonment laft year, in the caufe of reli-
gious liberty ; and, as partners therein, this Affociation
unanimoufly recommend it to our Churches, in a liberal
manner, by fubfcription or otherwife, to fpeedily raife
money for their relief, and cbnvey it to our Elders
Backus, Green, or Brother Montague, for them imme-
diately to forward the fame to Elder Stillman, of Bofton,
(or for the Churches to fend it to Bim) who is defired,
by advice of our Committee, to tranfmit s fuitable fum
to Elder Parker, for lgn, with Harvard Church, to
diftribute it to faid Brethren according to their fuffer-
ings ; of which Elder Sullman is requefted to return an
account to our next meeting.

5. Qrdered, That our Agent and Committee prefest,
at afuitable fealon, our proteft againik the power claimed
in the third article in the bill of rights, And alio that
they prefent an addrefs tg the public, in our name,

R
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upon the important event of the commencement of 2
new conftitution of civil government.

6. A letter of complaint from Mr. Mofes Thomas
was prelented, againft the third Church in Middlebo.
rough; but as this Affociaticn claims no jurifdition
in points of difcipline, we recommend it to the neigh-
bouring Churches (if properly applied to) to afford thas
affiftance which is in their power.

7. This Affociation having received, and publiciy
read, the protelt of the Baptift Church in Philadelphia,
againft the doctrine of the ref.ration of bad men cnd ane
gels from bell, as broached by Mr. Elhanan Winchefter
among them ; refolved, that they do highly approve of
the condult of that Church therein; and we heartily
unite with them in rejeting faid doctrine, and from oug
fellowthip, all thofe who avow the fame,

8. Refolved, That the paragraph in the plan of this
Aflociation,~*¢ And becoming important, in the eye of
the civil powers, as has already appeared in many in-
flances on this continent,” be erafed.

9. Our Elders Backus, Green, and Ledoyt, are ap-
pointed our meflengers to Shaftfbury Affociation; and
~ Prefident Manning, and Elder William Rogers, to that
of Philadelphia. |

10. Collected topay our Agent’s pait expences, £3 123,

11. Agreed upon the following fupplies for deftitute
{ocieties, viz.

Montague. Elder Robinfon,~the laft Lord’s-day in
Septembee ; Elder Green, the Lord’s-day before the
fecond Wednefday in June.

Sytton. Elder Lamfon, the fecond in O&ober; Eldet
Ledeyt, the third in<O&ober ; Mr. Warren, the firlt in
g November; Elder Green, the fecond in December;
¥ Elder Blood, the fecond in March.

: Cambridge. Elder Parker, the fecond in November 3
Mr. Green, the shird in November ; Mr. Fletcher, the




| [ 6]
fecond in January ; Elder Williams, the firft in May;
Elder Hunt, the fecond in June,

Chelmsfard. Elder Parker, the third in O&ober; Mr,
Green, the laft in Oftober; Elder Blood, the {econd in
December; Mr. Fletcher, the fecond in February.

Ahburnbam. Elder Parker, the tecond in january,
and fecond in June; Mr. Fletcher, the fecond in April,

Harwich. Elder Seamans, the fourth in Oétober
Elder Hunt, the fecond in November,

. Barnpabie. Eldet Seamans, the third in Oécber;
Mr. Green, the fecond in July.

12. The fame Agent and Committee (except Mr.
Philip Freeman, jun.) are cont:nued; and a colletion
is recommended to be mace;, and brought to the next
Affociation, to defray the neceflary expences of the
Agency.

13. Agreed, that the next Affociation be held in
Providence, the Tuefday after the firt Wednefdzy in
September next, at ewo o’clock, P. M. Elder Stillman
to preach the fermon; or, in cafe of faiiure, Elder Smiih,
of Haverhill.

We conclude with a fhort addrefs to our churches.

Dearly B:loved, |

THROUGSH the fparing goodnefs and infinite
mercy of our God, we have been preferved another year,
amidft innutnerable dangers, both temporal and fpiritual,
and have been favoured with a very agreeable meet-
ing", wherein we hate received good tidings from
many parts of our country ; that moft of our churches
enjoy peace among themfelves; that fundry of them
have had a large increafe; and that a bleffed work of
divine grace has prevailed, in fundry places, fo as to
caufe the gathering of a number of new churches. Great

® Suck unanimlly prevailed through all er public aﬁixp, that thire
wa Jagcs ¢ diffenting une, |
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and.marvellous are the works of the Lord, which loudly
call for our grateful acknowledgments, and thankful

behavicur. While we fee, at the fame time, the im-

portance of regarding the voice of our Saviour, who
fays, Take beed that no man deceive you s for many fball
come in my name, faying, I am Chrift 5 and fball deceive
many, &c. Mat. xxiv. 4—13. 3uch power, figns, lying
wonders, and deceivablene/s of unrighteounefs, now appear
in different quarters of this country, as many would
fcarcely have believed could have been poffible in this
land of gofpel light. Neither was it imagined, a few
years ago, that the conceit of the final reftoration of all
bad men and angels to endlefs bappinefs, could have
been openly preached up with approbation. Yet M,
Winchefter has fallen into this latter « rror and delufion
fince our laft meeting, to the grief of multitudes, and
the caufing of an open fc >aratiun in our fifter church,
in the city of Philadelphia. But the word of truth in-
forms us, that there muft needs alfc be herefies among
us, that they who ure approved may be made manifeft;
and that neverthelcts the foundation of God ftandeth
fure ; having this feal, the Lord knoweth them that are

his. And let every one who nameth the name of Chrift,

depart from iniquity. And for your afliftance herein,
permit us to lay before you the following things :

" 1. That the beft remedy againft fuch evils, is a clofe
" attentior. to God’s revealed will, by faith and love in

L Chrift Jefus. 2 Tim. iit. 14~—17,

2. Beware of all perfons, of every name, that would
try to draw you off from the plain language and analogy
of {cripture, under pretence of de¢p and hidden myfteries
therein ; for our Saviour repeatediy vanquifhed the ad-
verfary with what was exprefsly written ; and the Apof-
tle fays, we ufz great plasnnefs of [peech 5 and warns us
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againft fuch as would intrude into tbings; which be bath
not Jeen, vainly puffed up vy bis figoly mind. 2 Cor, iy,
12, and v, 2. Col.‘ 1. 18.. _ |

3. Let the following capital points of trutn be par.
ticularly attended to, viz. That all nations are 2s nothing
before God, whofe declarative glory 1s the ultimate end
of all his works. 1fai.ii. 17, 18, and x1.6—~17. Whereas
many of late would make love to creatores h‘i.":: ultima}c
end ; which is a changing the truth of God into a lie,
and worthipping and ferving of the creature more than
the Creator. Rom. 1. 25. Alfo that our obligation to
fove God fupremely, and to love our neighbour as our-
felves, is as immutable as his perfeftions are; and that
there is an infinite evil in every breach of this law, which
no doings or fufferings of any creature, either in this or a

future world, can ever remove ; and that the infinite

merits of Chrift, applied to the foul by the Holy Spirit,
is the only way whereby any can have their confciences
purgec. from dead works, to ferve the living God, s
Heb. ix. v4, and x. 1—10. And finally, may it be
deeply fized in all our minds, that, as Jehovah is the ab-
folute: Sovercign of the univerle, it is impoffible that any
one can obtain the leaft degree of real happinefs, by dif-

obedience to him ; and that thofe who truly feek him,
fhall not want any good thing. Therefore may the lan-
guage of all our fouls be—=what I know not, teach thou
me ; wheréin I have done iniquity, I will do no mere.

By Otder of the Aflociation,

JAMES MANNING, Moderator;
THOMAS USTICK, Scribe.
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