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Of the WarreN AssociaTion, at their
Meceting, in Middlebore’, Sept. 7 and 8, 1784.
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HLE Mefeagers of the churches met at Mr, Hunt’s

mee:ing huu!c, io Middlibereugh, ! gpt m ¥y, 17844
to whom Elder Thomfon preached a fuitable fermon, from
Col ii. 5. After which, a Moderator and Clerk were cho-
fen, and the following account was tuken of the members
added, difm:ficd, excluued or that have died in the year
paft, and of the prdcnt number in each chuich,

Churches with this {*] mark, wc had no new accourns
from ; Minifters with this {{] martl:, were not prefent.

Churches. Mefengers. |21 210 T N
i?- =) Nef
1 Bofton, Samuel Stillman, 1 1| 158
2 * B .fton, t1faac Skitlman, 43
Bellingham, Noab Alden, 1| 55
| Aaron Thaver, jun. |
Haverhill, T Hez:kiah Smith, 9 199?
* Warren, [ 83
1Middleberough, ifsac Backus, b4l 134
Daniel Lothrop,
aMiddleborough, Ebenezer Hinds, | 3, 68
Job Peirce,
aMiddleborough, Ajz Hun, 1l 194
James Shaw, |
George Shaw,
Charlton, Nathaniel Greer, 3 2| 1| 155
David Brown,
* Wilbraham, 13eth Clark, 159
A fhhAeld, +Ebenczer Swith, 9O
* Montague, L 32
* Sutton, 79
* Royallten, }-Wi"'fmam Tacohs, 99
* Richmond, Matterean Belliu, 122
Wrentham, William Witiams, , 1] 38
Aiveoorough,  Feo feamans, .y l l { 81
Georpe Nolnfom, i

'
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Churches,

@ South Brimifi:ld,

Woudtt.ck,

® Chc¢ msford,

New Salem,
Gralron,

* Leicelter,
Frectown,

HMarwich,

* Kollingiy,
Dudley.

* topthiegten,
Reh:hoth,

* Harvard,
Newton,

*Salem, (N Ham )
* Cole iia,
Northbridge,
Cambricge,

* 2 :(hturd,

* . (hbu nhuam,
Providence,
Gloucefter,

S.urbridge,
Templeton,

[ 2 ]
Meffengers,

+FEljab Codding,
Bicl Ledoyt,
Afabel Corbin,
+.4bifhas Crofman,
Samuel Hallet,
Benjamin Haller,
‘+Saruel Rigelcio,
Rikanab Ingalls,

Abner Lewis,
David Durpha,
Tbh-mas Gair,
Afa Mafon,
Jonahan Jeffers,
Abner Chafe,

Fobn Hicks.
TIfaialb Parker,
Cateb Biced,
Nithan ana,
+Samuci Fleicher,

Thomas Green,
T Fobn Raikéan,

Fames Manning,
Fojepb IVinfor,
Jouona han Eddy,
‘7ordan Dodge,
Fobn Selion,
Joet Fleccher,
Silas Cutler,

Py
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. Adjourned to eight in the morning,.
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September 8, met accnding to adjournment, and

1it,  Recelved a letrer and minvtes from the Pbiladel-
phia A0 cration, by the hands of Elder Iidian Fan Horne,
who was received to aét wica us.  Their nex! meeting 1
to be at New 2ork, O& ber 5h, at three P, M. and Elder
Manning 18 appotuted our NMeflenger to them.

2d. Reccived a lctter and minutes from Shaft/bury
A.ciation, which contain very agreeable news trom that
nuaster; and efpeciall, ot 2 powertul work ot divine grace
in and near Wafbington, W Beskfbire, whereby fixty two
members have been added to our fifter zhurch i that town
in the year paft.  Their next Ailiciation is ta be at §f¢<
ventown, the fecond #ednefday in Funme next, at ten o’clock,

A. M. The EldersLedoyt and Blood are appointed ourMef-
fengers to them.,

3. Received a letter from Wooldflock Aflociation, who
- met at Creydan the third Wedncfday in Auguff. containing
fome goyd news from thence: The Fiders Lewis and
Dedge are appointed our Meflengers 1o them.

A letter was received from the Affociation of New-
Hamplbire, corfifting of fix churches, con:aizing near four
hundred members, by the hand of Elder Billiam Hooper,
who gave a clear and fatisfactory account of their faith and
order ; they were received into a brotherly conne®ion
with us 3 and Elder Eamund Piifbury from thence was allo
received to a¢t with us. ‘I heir next meeting is to be at
Northwood, the fecond Wednufday in Fune rexs 3 and che
Eiders Hezcbizh Smith and Themas Gair are appointed
cur Mefleners to thean

5. Our Elders Dackus sud Seamans, are appoiated our
Meilengers to the Stoningion A Hocutiun,

é. Llder Thompfon of Swanzey, was received to alt
with us,
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v, Asicis atime of the prevalence of errors of every
kind, and ¢1 the apoftacy of many from the faih of the
geipel, it is rocommended to the churches, that they exprels
in rheir aenaal letiers to the Affoeiation, their poricular
adherescs o e dorines of grace,

8. Tlder Gair was appointed to draw a form of a let-
ter tc our iftev Afluciations.

9 Accounts were received from varisus parts of our
coun ry, that diftrefs has lately been made upon a number
ct cur brethren and friends, for the fupport of a way of
worihip which we cun(cientimsﬂy difient from 3 which iz
not only a vicltion of the law ef Gud, but alfo diredily
“againdt the fundarentad privciples of the late revolution in
America ¢ thereture this A fluciotion are refolved to unire in
the moft pruc%nc ur.d viroreus mezfures, tor putting a ftop
to thele oppreiogs, and 6 maintain the et rights of our
beethren and f5iends 3 anc ler that end Go make choice of
the. fnﬂuwmcr commirtee of guevances, to adt in this caufe
according o sheir bl difcreiion 3 end we will recommiend
1t toour feveral foaieties to CU".!’I’!’J.’ZW%(C their proporuon
of the necefliry cxperce hereet The ¢émminse cholen
for rhis purpofe are wur beloved Biders, Stillian, 6“"/;:14 an,
0.17‘3{:;-7 ot Haver mh, nmna:, did Z.n.'c‘i

1o. Agreeld upon tie following fupplies for deflitute
ch,urchcy, viZ. |

Barnflacle, Elder Lewis, the 4th Lord’s dav in Noven: -
der 3 Elder Robinfon, the 2d in Deceisber 3 Elder Alden,
the 2d in June 5 Elder Toompfon, the 3d in: Fune,

Harwich, Ilder Lewis, the ad in November ; Llder
Ald:n, the 3d n Fuse.

11, Mr. Iwe was requeftel lalt year in conjun&ion
with cur Elders Stitlman avd Skl Imas, 1o prevare a Spet-
ing Book and Grammiar 3 which the twe laster thovght
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aat proper to do ¢ but as Mr. Howe has prepared fuch &
Book it he can get men of fkill to examine it, a~d {o thall
proceed to pudhfhit s This Affuciation will ercleavour to
pro noie the fale the eof awong their {feveral fociedies.

12, The dranght of a letter to our fiter Affociations,
drawn by Elder Gair, was brought in and approved of ;
and he is defired o draw a cireular letter to the churches,
apanit our cext meettng 3 which is to be at Elder Widli-
ams’s \n Wrentham, the Vuelday after the firt Wedneiday
in eprember 1ext, al two o'clock, P.M.  Elder Hezekiah
Snuth to preach the fermon, or in cafe of failure, Elcer
Siood. | | |

1y. The prevalence of arror and iniquity in our
land is {o g eat, that we =arneftly recommend it to all the
chuiches to k-ep days of ¥alting and Prayer.to Almighty
God tor the removal theresf, 2nd that he would return and
rain righteouinefs upor us 3 and the laft Thurfdays before
the fitlt Lord’s days in Lecomser and Fume, have been
particularly prepuled for that parpofe. |

A circular Jetter to our Churches beingy prepared by Elder
§tiliman, was unanimoufly appraved uf, and ic now ad-
dreffled to them, as follows

Dearly B:loved,

"THE plaa of divine government is 2s ancient as eternity,

and as immutable as the nature of JEHQVAH.
Iofinite wifdom hath adjulted all its parts, and {upercedes
the vecefiity, yea, the poffibility of aay. change init. His
purpefe fbail fand and be wil da all his pleafure. et
with refpet to us, cluuds and darkng(s are abgut him.—
Let us. however, rejuice in this,, that he fees the ead from
the beginning ; conlequently all events, from the greatelt
to the lealt, are under big dire®tion, The government is
in the beft hands, aud the end fhall be glorious. The
Lowd is now carrying on his great defigns, and hath alrea-

Vg e -
-
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dy brovght to pals the things we looked not for. The
Amciican reyolution, which hath beea acc mplithed by
many aftonithing interpoiitions of Providence, invites our
attention.  This great event, doubilels, ftands clofely con-
ncéed with many others, which will take place i their or-
der, and vni ¢ in one glorious end, even the advancement
aod completion of the Redeemer’s kingdom On his
fhouiders the goverument of both the church and tpe world
re's.  Jtis right that he fhould govern both, t.ha&w: may
caufe the events of the one to fubferve the inteeflt of the
wiher.  The church being his greareft object, all thinge, by
hiz dire€tion, tend to promote her profperity.

‘iie divine conduv& towards America, makes a diftin-
gutthed figure in the hiltory ot provideace. With what a
furpriiing progrefs have we (tepped up to our prefent im-
portance and rank amongft the pations ! I he mere man
of this world may confine his attention in this matter to
our freedom and independence, with their confequent ad-
vantages ; while the maan of real religion entertains more
nobie thoughts. He views it as defign’d by the Lord to
advance the caufe of Chrift in the world ; or as one 1m-
portan: ftep tawards bringing in the glory of the latter day.
" Al:eady hath the American revolution extended its {alutary
infleence to d:ffant nations. ko has awakened their attenti-
on t their civil interefls, and made the principles of liberty
better underftood than ever ; therefore it ought to be con-
fiderea by us as orie capital blow at the kingdom of the beaft.
A confiderable cegree of light hath broke ftorth on the lands
of fuperftition and ignorance. And as light or facred
knowledge fhal! be diffufed, Antichrift will be deftroyed.
Thus -are we taught by the infpired apoftle : #Whom 1he
Lord fball confume by the [pirit of bis mouth, and /ball de-
firoy it the brightnefs of bis coming : 2d. Theff ii. 8.
As truth prevails error (hali decreafe ; and, prevail it will
till the whole earth fthall be fuil of the knowledge of the
Lord, and all falfc religion torally abforbed. 1t follows
then, that the beft way 1o dellroy error is by propagatiag
the trwth as it isin Jelus, To this end a free intercourle

L D P *— o o
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amongt the nations was neceflary. The difcovery of the
Magnet, and the art of navigation have not only been a
means of enriching the commercial world, but ot {preading
the glorious gofpel through the earth.  Nor is it at all im-
probable, that America isreferved in the mind ot JeHOVaH,
to be the grand theatre on which the divine Redeemer wiil
accomplith glorious things. Many fuch things have alrea-
dy taken place amongft us, firce thefe fictings of the fun
faw the falvation of the Lo« all which are butasa drep
of the bucketif compared with the glory of that day, when
Chiift Jefus will ride forth corquering and to conquer.  If
we oblerve the figns of the times, we fh.ll find reafon to
thik he is on his way, Let ail the churches then fay,
Byen f[v come Lord Fefus, come quickly,

Through the goodnels of GOD e have met in peace
and though many of the churches complain of Juke -warm-
pefs, and that there are but few inftances of converfion
among them, we with pleafure inform you, that there have
been great revivals in fome places, and corfiderable
additions made to particular churches. Let us give glory
to GOD that he hath not left himifelf without witnefles,
and earnefltly befeech him to grant us a more univerfal ef-
fulioo of the Holy Ghoft,

And now fuffer the word of Exhortation :=—

Guarp ag:inft the numerous and dangerous errors that
are sbroad in the world. Many have departed from the
faith ; by which we know . that it is the lalt time. Stand
fatt in thiis evil day, and contend earncltly for the faith
nnce deliveied to the Saints.  Be firi€t in your obfervance
of the dilcipline of the chu:ches ; as being of the greatelt

confequeice to their punty and glory. Manrain the
chnttian tempers, and live daily as becomes the gofpel.
I.ct your lights thine before men, and love and union a-
bound ; fo will the world take knowledge of ycu that
you have been with Jefus Chrit. AMEN.

JAMES MANNING, Moderater,
ISAAC BACKUS, Clerk,




