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MINUTES, &c

Tuvespay, September 11.

1. T two o'cle-k, P. M. Brother Maxcy, according

to appointment, preached the introdutory Ser-

mor, from Rev. 1. 16:  And ke had ir his right band feven

Sars : and out of bis mouth went a fbirp tewo-edged fword.

2. After publit worthip, chofe Brother Noah Alden,
Moderator, and Brother Jofeph Grafton, Cierk.

Read the letters from the feveral churches, and
took the following account of the members who have been
added; difmiffed, exclnded, or who have died the patt year,
and the whole number in ¢ach ¢huich. |

N. B. Churches with this mark* we had no informa-
tion from. Minifters’ names in Jialicks. Thofe with this
mark §+ were not prefent. A Dafh denctes 1o
fettled minifter.

| | A Wb =
Churches. Meffengers, N §_ >
NMSIRY
1&t. Bofton, + Samuel Stillman, | 24| 1 {l 3| 269
Peter P. Roots, L
24. Bofton, + Thomas Baldwin,| 261 | 149
Bellingham, Noah Alden, g I 2| so
David Cooke, !
Haverhill, t Hezekiah Smith, § 23 1 198
Jeremiah Diow, I |
* Warrea, - - 57
1. Middleboro’, Jfaac Bachus, 2 3l 107
Samuel Nelfon, ]
2d. Middlebero’, Ebenewer Hinds, h 3l 30
Peter Hoar, | Q h
3d. Middleboro’, 1 \ I !
Charlton, + Da»d Rathbuuj P 3 1?3
Deacor Sireetor,
David Brown, |




Churches.
Leverett,
Royalfon,

Richmord.

Wrentham,
South-Brimfield,
Attl:borough,
Wilbraham,
Woodftock,

Chelmsford,
Barnftable,

New-Salem,
Lecicefler,

® Fieetown,
* Mcdfield,
Harwich;
Harvaid,

Newton,
Salem (N. H.)

NO' thb ridgc,
Cambridge,

Amburnham,
Providence,
* Gloueefter,

( 4 )
Meflengers.

by

Yalid 4
o]

Prxy

Simeon Combs, 8}
Sumuel Bigelow,
Mofes Kenny,
Jacob Eatty,
Peter Ripley,
1‘/-00‘ Kmﬂ]'
Marten Ellis,
Elnathan Jacobs,
Hiliiam I¥illiams,
Eligab Codding,
Abner Lewis, 51 1] 2
+ Seth Clark,
Samuel Webfler,

acob Lconard,
gobu Pecken, 1
ath. Hutchenfon,

i

14| 1] 1

61

Enoch Eldridge,
John Chamberlain,
Naithan Dena,

Samuel Parker,

Edward Clark,

Ifaiab Parler, 1
Jofiah Willard,
Lewucl Willard,
Tofeph Grafien,
Nathan Dana,
Daniel Oakes,

+ Samvel Fletcher,
Jonathan Mcfly,
Jof. Kichardfon,

+ Thomas Green,
Decacon Dawis,
Parkev Emmerfon,

orenaeaun Sesae TESungmmp

Fonathan Maxcy,

X Fofeph Winfor,

COERENED TS SRR <SR SRR RN
(o o)
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§1
145

161

35
161

75
235
73

103

47
44
49

70
63

57
130

93

61
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NSNS &
Churches. Meflengers. §i§*;: gJ. .'t
Sturbridge, Deacon Fifk, 3 21 1] 2{ 76
Jeffe Carpenter, +
Templeton, Joel Fletcher, 19 3 79
Danicl Norcrofs, {
New-Rowley,  Abifbai Crofman, | 21} 99
_ Ifracl Porter, |
Enoch Little, b
Bridgewater, George Robinfon, 3] | 3] #
Nche. Howard,
Epkraim Willis, | |
Wefton, Samuel Trair, i V1 19
Carver, Fobn Tripp, l 2| | i} 26
Hollis, Samuel Taylor, 6, ’ | 20
Will. Butterfield,

Marfhficld, Fofeph Butserfeld, __'__ '__ 30
- Total, |350l5012314313556

N. B. The laft mentioned church was received thie
feffion. '

4 Adjourne& "till 8 ¢’clock to-morrow morning.

Sermon in the evening by Brother Pecken, from
Th(ﬂ.o io SO )

Wepnsipay, Sept 12,
Met according to adjournmeat,

. Received minutes from the Philadelphia Aflocit-
tion ; letter and minutes from the Charlefton Aifociation ;
from the Woodftock Afiociation, a letter, but no minutes ;
from the Vermont, letter and minutes, by the hand of
Brother Bailey, their meflenger ; a letter from the New.
Hampthire Aflociation ; aletter and minotes from the
Baptit Genera! Committee of Virginia ; a letter and
minutes from the Shafifbury Affociation, by the hand of
Brother Muffitt, their meflenger ; a letter from the Bows
doinham Affociation : alfo minutes from the Stoniogton

Afociation,

6. Rcad,
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6. Read, 2nd approved the circular letter, propared by
Brother Baldwin, Alfe,

The corsefponding letter, prepared by Brother
Grafton, was read, and approved.

8. The chuech in Colerain, findiag it more convenient
to mect with the Shaftfbury Aflociation, requefied to be
difmificd for that purpofe ; Vo.:2d, to grant their réqueft,

9. . The church in Rehoboth, and Southington, hav-
ing, for a number of years, negle@ed fending either letter
or meffengers to the Afiociation ; Voted, that we confider
them as not belonging to this body.

- 10. The firt Baptift church in Newport, at their re-
guelt, is left ont of the minutes.

11. A Quere. Whether the judgment, or refult of
gn ccclefiaftical council, is more than.advifory 2 Anfwered
ananimoufly in the negative.

12. After converfation upan the difficultics which fub-
fit betwween the firRt and fecond church in Middleborough,

advifed :hem to a mutual conference.

13. Enatred upon bufinefs rclative to the education fund.
The VIIth. article; ¢ Which confines the education of all
thofe who fhall reccive afliftance from this inftitution, to
Rhode-1fland College,” was objeed to, by the church at
Newton. After a candid and deliberate converfation vpon
the point,

Voted, thar the VIIth. article of the Bapifl education
Sfund be erazed.

14. Proceeded to the choice of Truflees : agreeable
to the plan introduced the laft year, ¢* So many of the
Baptilt Fellows of : Rhode-1fland College, who are mem-
bers of churches, fhall be Triltees of this charity ; the
remaining number fhall be ele&ed (by ballot ) by the War-
ren Affociation.” Of this defcription were five, viz,
Do&tor Stillman, Meffrs. Hezekian Smith, William Wil
liams, Jonathan Maxcy, and Robert Rogers. The re-
maining feven were chofen by the Afluciation, and are as

follows :



( 7 )

follows : McTrs. Ifaac Backus, jof:ph Grafton, Noah
Alden, Thomas Baldwin, Thomas Green, George Robia-
fon, and Ifaiah Parker.

15. Voted, that Dr, Stillman, Mr. Backus, Mr. Bald-
win, Mr. Grccn, and Mr. Grafion, be a committee to
whom any perfons, or churches, aggrieved, by being taxed
to other denominations, may apply for advice.

16. Received and read a letter, figned by feven re-
fpe@able Minifters, belonging to the bhaﬁﬂ)ur and Ver-
mont Affociations, containing ¢¢ A propofal for a General
Committee, to be compofed of delegates fent from cach
Baptit Affociation in Ncw-England ; and if this Aflo-
ciation fhould approve the propnﬁuon, they may appoint
the time and place for their firk mecting. It is fuppofed
that fuch a committee would fave much riding and expenfe
to all the Aflociations; for it would fuperfede the necef-
fity of fending meflcagers from one Affociation to another ;
and would be a place of gencral information and commu-
nication.” Efpecially, it would be a great mean of col-
le&ing materials for the Bapri Annual ﬁeg_zﬂer, publithing
by Dr. Rippon. From thefe confiderations, and othery
that mxght be mentioned, which we view as tending great-
ly to promote religions mnow]edge ;s Voted, that this Af-
fociation apprave the propofal for a General Committee :
And that the Town of Adams, in this Commonwealth, be
the place, and the laft Wednefday 1a June, 1793, the time
of their firt meeting. Alfo Voted, That our Brethren
Ifaac Backus and Jofeph Grafton be our delegates to the

General Commitiee.

17. Appointed onr Brother Peter P. Roots meflenger
to the Philadelphia Affociation ; Mofes Kenny and Abel
Wood to the Woodftock Afluctation ; Fezekiah Smith,
Abifhai Crofman, and Samucl Flctcher, to the New- Hamp-
thire Affociation : Abner Lewis and Jofeph Grafton to
the Sronington. If{aac Kenny and Nathan Dana to the
Shaftfbury : To the Vermont, Samuel Webfter and Na-
than Lana.

SupPLIES.
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SvrprPLIZS.

Mr.
Pramingham, {Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
M-,
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Hollis,

Wefton,

Alden, 3d. Lord’s-day in Ajail.
Dana, laft io May.
Nelfon, 2d. in Juage.

Kenny, 2d. Nr.vemizre.
Crofman, lait do.
Combs, if. in May.
Butterfield, iaft do.

Eben. Neifon, 1R. in O&ober.
Lewis, 1ft. in November.
Robinion, 3d. in Aptil.
Aldcen, 1ft. in May.

Soow, 3d. in Juae.

Shrewfbury, Mr. Snow, 1ft. in May.

18. Appointed Brother Maxcy to write the circolar

Jetter for next year.

t9. Voted to hold our next Affociation at Atileboro’,

the Tuefday afier the firft Wednefday in September, 1793,
Brothe: Green to preach ; and if he fails, Brother Baldwin,

Concluded by prayer.

Sermon in the afternoon by Brother Robicfon ; and
6 ¢« in the evening by Brother Roots.

aitr

CIRCULAR
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CIRCULAR LETTER.

‘Drarry Berovep,

’I"’ HE great Head of the Chureh is conftantly opening
his kiad defigns of love to his chofen péople : and
although he may fome times feem to frown, aud bide his
face from them, it may be with a defign to try the ftrength
of their faith, and prove the loyalty of their affc&ion to
him. This promife will always remain as a plédgé of di-
vine fave, that ¢ All things work together for good to
them who love God, to them who are the called according
to his purpofe.” This wé ought firmly to believe, what-
ever difficultics may appear in the wuy of its accomplith-
ment.  But we ace exceeding apt to mifcondtrue the di-
vine condu&, not clearly difcerning the various methods,
by which God will accomplith thofe purpofes, which re-
fpe& his own glory, and the beft good of his prople.

* When we indulge our refle@ions npon the prefent flate
of our churches, they cannot fail of affording a rational
ground of joy ; this joy will iffue in a proper bumility.

You will permit us to remind you of the importance of
our being agreed in dodrine and pradlice. This was one
chicf objed in our firlt forming affociatians ; and we have
reaion to believe that thefe annual conferences have been
greatly blefled to that purpofe : but we muft be waichful
and diligent, or our glory wiii depart from us. We are
taught, by the word of God, that there will be a de-
parture from the faith ; and that many will give heed to
feducing fpirits ; and that the way of truth will be evil
fpoken of. Error in different ways wili make its appear-
ance, and attack the chorch of God.

The time has been, when thofe who were unfriendly to
our churches have endeatoured to reprefent us as hetero-
dox in our principles, and vicious in eur pradtice. But
bleffed be God, through divine grace, we have beea en-

abled,
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abled, Ly a feady perfeverance in the do&rine of Chriff,

to put to filcace thofe gainfayers, and in fome degree to
ftop the mouth of flander and detra&ion. Bat, brethren,
we molt not put off our armour, and forget that we are in
an enemy’s land. We are by no means out of danger ;
we have to ¢ Wreftle againft principalities and powers,
againft the rulers of the darknefs of this world, againft
fpiritual wickedaefs in high places.” We are called to
“ Contend earneftly for the faith once delivered to the
{zints ;7 and if we adhere clofcly to the difcriminating
do&rine of the Cra, and the peculiar ordinanees of the
Gofpel, as they were ¢t inftituted and delivered to the
church, we may expofc curfelves to the cenfure of fome as
being fuperftitious. '

The fpirit of the times, in which we live, is a tolerant,
accommodating fpirit ; and complains but little of what
men believe, in cafe they lead inoffenfive lives. But are the
principles of our holy Religion to be trificd with ? {urely
no. lfa man believes in the Koran of Masomet, and is a
good member of civil fociety, you will treat him as fuch ;
but are you to coanfider or treat him as a chriflian ? It
cannot be fuppofed. 1f another believes in Natural religion,
and denies the Chriftian resciation, the exercife of the
moft profufe charity does not require you to receive him
as a chriftian, let his life be as it may. Thefe are plain
cafes ; but there are others which are more difficult : there
are many who profefs to be the friends of Chriftianity, and
yet frip Chrit of his eternal Deity, and rob him of the
brighteft gem in his Crown ! ‘¢ But we have not fo learned
Chsi ;” we cannot, we dare not give this point up ; to
us it is important ! We have refted our falvation on Chrift,
not as a man, dor a created being, though of the higheft
order ; but as being very Gobp, and co-cternal with: the
Father ! 1t would be robbery, and even blafphemy, for
the firft Archangel to claim cquality with God. And if
the bleffed Jefus was not poflefled of real and proper Deity,
the Jews were right in faying that he blafphemed, in that
he, being a man, made himfelf Gad. This fentiment lies
at the foundation of the Chriftian fcheme, and incorporates
itsfelf with the whole of the fyftem. We
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We are happy to find that our brethren in #bis and our
Sifler Affociations, throughout this vait Centinent, appear to
be found in this very important article of our faith. Let
us waich againft all corruption in do&rine, and not give up
a little here, and a licdle there, until we have not enough
left to be worth contending for. Let us be careful that
every fentiment that we believe, correfponds with the genu-
iae fpirit of the Bible ; this we have adopted as our only
rule of faith and praQice.

You wiil permit us further to obferve, that the pofitive
inflitutions of Chrift are few, plain, and fignificant ; and
faint Paul commended his brethren for kecping the ordi-
nances as they were dclivered unto them ; but when they
mutilated one of them, he aftks, what hall I fay to you ? ’
fhall I praife you in this ? T praife you not ; * and he m-
mwediately had recourfe to the original inftitution, to eftab-
lith his reproof. This was a dire&t way to convi&t their
confciences, and no doubt ferved a much better purpofe
than many confequences drawn from human arguments.

But, Brethrcn, we muft not flop here 3 we mult add to
cur faich virtue, if our fcnnmcnts be found, and our exer-

nal conformity to the rituals of Religion be exa&. ix fu-

reme love to God does not rule in our hearts, glow in our
affe@ions, and have a commanding influence upon our lives
and tempers, our religion will appear to all arouand us to be
no more thas an empty name. May we then cultivate
every moral and focial virtue, and endeavour to be uniform
in ourprofeflion and pra&ice : If this be not the cafe, we
fhall reproach that caufe which ought to be desrer to us.

thaa life.

By Order of the Affociation.

NOAH ALDEN, Moderator.
JOSEPH GRAFTON, Clerk.

N

*1 Gor. X1. 22.




N B, Tobe bad of S. HavrL, No. §3, Cory-
bifl, Mr. Backus's Piece concerming Ele@ion and
Jinal Perfeverance—bis Hiflory of the Baptifts, and
bis ather Works.

- @& The Churches who bave recesved Mr. Af-
plund’s Subfcription Papers fir bis Annual Regiper,
will oblige the Author by fending them, according ta
diredion : And as be intends to print one every year,
query, Will'it not be proper to preferve them ; and
wiben there is g confiderable number of them, 10 bave
ther bound. togetber, as they will contain much wfeful
Mformation relative to the Baptit Intereft in the
Elnited States.




