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MINUTES, &
=S ETSOISSeeT oo

TuEespayY, September 8.

T two o’clock, P. M. Dr. Samuel Stillman, according to ap-
poiatment, preacied the introductory Sermon from Mat. v. 14.--- _
A city that is [et on an Lill cannot be bid.

2. Proceeded in making the eolle@ion for the Widows of anters
deceafed, agreeably to a vote of the laft Aflociation.

3 Chofe Dr. Samuel Stillman, Moderator, and Brother Thomas Bald-
win, Clerd.

4. Read the letters from the feveral churches, and took the following
account of the members who have been added, didmiffed, excluded, or who
have died the paft year ; with the prefent number in each church.

N.B. Minifters’ names in capitals. Licenfed preachers in [talic. Thofe
to whofe names this mark * is afixed were not prefent. Irom churches -
marked thus + we had no mndhgcncc. Dathes denote o {ettled

minifter. .
Ny NIY] =
Churches. Miniflers and Meffengers. Eaé §~. 2 | §
Y & N
1ft. Befton, Samvuer StiLiMman, s, 1. 4] 4 267
Richard Gridley, ‘
2d. Bofton, Tromas Barowin, 2 z; 1} 61 158
}“"uo Holland, '
Bellingham, * Noan ALDEN, : 51
taverhill, Hezerian Smita, 1 51 176
Woarren, I.urnex Baxer, (¢
1t. Middleboro’,  Isaac Backus, 2 2! 2| 2! g3
Nathaniel Shaw,
David Alden,
2d. Middleboro’, Esenszsr Hinbs, 1} 29
Peter Hoar,
gd. Midd!ebore’, Samvuer Nrrson, BRIk 107
Ehfha Clark,
Martin Keeth,
Charlton, Davip RaTusuy, I 2| 1| 113
12 Wheelock, r
David Bates,
Royalfton, * Moses Kenwy, 1l 2l 2y 153
Wrentham, Wirtpiam Wirniams, | s { 1 4o
+ South-Brinvfield, * LEvijau Cobbivng, | | 155
Atticharo’, 21 21 1} 68
John Sprague, |
John Cheever,
U Mizen Feoreer u
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. Nolwlsh 2
Churches. Miniflers and Meffengers. § E" N | 3
+ Wilbraham, * SeTH CLARE, L | 228
+ Woaodftock, 73
Chelmsford, Joux Prcken, 5 5 1} 9§
Barnftable, Enocu Evpripee, 53
. : Suvurary LoveL:, B
S Nehemiah Lovell,
ew-Salem, ; | 4$
- * Fofiab Orcutt,
Leiceiter, NaThnan Daxa, 1| 4§
John Lyon, ‘
Freetowr, ] 20
Nathaniel Brailey,
Medfield, : 2 43
' * Edward Clark,
Harwich, AsxEr LEwrs, 114 2| 72
Obed E. Scuth, :
+ Harvard, * Jsaian Parker, 129
Newton, Joszru GrarTon, 6| 3 94
Solomon Richards,
Salem, {(N.H.)* - 57
+ Northbndge, ¥ Joun Coorer, - . 47
Cambndge and . P 1 B
Woburn, Jouxs Peax, 1 8 LA 3 4
Jofiah Converfe,
+ Afhburnham, - [¥;
Providence, SterHEN GANoO, 9| 5| 1l 35| 210
Phillp Ma.rtin,
David Martin,
+ Gloucefter, * Josepw WINDsOR, 85
Sturbeidge, 11 96
Zenas L. Leonara,
David Curtss,
Templeton, 15! 3 97
Silas Cutler,
Jufhua Tucker,
Joel Fletcher, |
Now-Rowley, | 146 5Q
Timothy Jackmun,
Bridgewater, Georce RosiNsox, 5. 2l 53
Daniel Lathrop,
James Perkins,
James Perkins, jun,
VWelten, ~ I’ 18

vre.~chy paflor of this clurdh, the Rev. Saomuel Fl2vker, hae the paft year
Cem e trulty to the rowards of the blefled 5 after ferving God and his
.o fidelity and succefs, )




g
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|y sty o] #
Charches. Miriflers and Mecfensers. § E 1= & 3
Randolph, Jorr Bricas, ' 2 u! i 38
Jonathan Wales,
. Elifaa Ames,
Carver, Joun Trire, | 2 52
Jofeph Pierce,
Jacob Shaw, Lo
+ Hollie, | 3t
Marfhfield, | 26
William Curtis,
t+ Hardwick, 40
Belchertown, Samvuer BiciLow, | L 11
t,,}:;f;,fb" of e wasr % Total 106578"2 ! 2 3449

Adiourned until half pait eight o’clock to-morrow morring. Brother
Baldwin concluded by prayer.

Sermon in the eveming by brother Peter Werden from A&ls xx. 32.—
And mosw, dretbren, I commend you to God, and to the word of bis grace,
which is atle to build you up, and ‘o give you an inberitance among ail them
which are fan8ified.

Webnespay, September q.

~ Met according to adjournment.
Prayer introdu&tory to bufinefs, by Brother Ifaac Backus.

. Received and read letters from our Sifter Affociations. From the
Phdadcl*}uan a letter but no minutes. From the Charlefton a letter and
minutes. A letter and minutes from :he Shartfbury, by the band of Mr.
Werder. A letter and minutes from :he S:onington, by their Mecficnger
Mr. Pardor Tillinghaft. From New-York, a letter and minutes by their
Meflengers, Dr. Benjamin Fofter and Brother Jacob Fitz Randolph.
Thefe, with the other miniftring Brethren prefent, were invited to fit in
council with us.

6. Appointed the following Brethren to write to the feveral correfpond-
ing Aflociations, viz. Meflrs, Smith to the Phiiadelphian ; Gizfion o the
Charlefton ; Backus to the Woodftock ; Williams to the Shafiftury;
Stephen S. Nelfon to the Stonington; Zenas L. Legnard to the Bow-
doinham ; David Lconard to the New-York; and Pcak to the New-
Hamplhir'

. The Circular Letter prepared by brother Gano, was read and unan-
xmouf‘y approved.

8. Chofe the following Brethren our Mefiengers to our Sifter A.lucia-
tions. To the Philadelp-hias, Dr. Fofter. To the Wooditock, Brethren
Baldwin and Grafton. To the Shafifbury, Brethren Zonas L. Leonard
and Stephen S, Nelfon.  To the Bowdoia! amn, Brethren Eldridac, Lovell,
and D. L“cnard To the New-Hamphire, Brethren Smith, and Peak.
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T'o the Stonington, Brethren Backus, Dana, D. Leonard and Z. L. Leoa. |
ard. To the New-York, Brethren Gano, Baldwin and Stephen 8. Nelfon.

. Voted te recommend it to our feveral Churches to join in th2Concert
of Praycr propofcd by the Rev. Meflrs. King, Aftin and others, begun on the
firlt Tuefday of January laft, at half paft two o’clock, P. M. and to be con-
tinucd through every quarter of the year, to fupplicate the throne of grace
for a revival of religion.

1aw A lettec was read from the Secretary of the Baptiff Education Society,
contajning a particular account of the ﬁate of the Fund, by which it ap-
pears that the capitalis yet fmall, and that very -coniiderable {ims are
neceffary to increafe it, fo a3 that we may realize the obje& which we firft
contemplated. Therefore, voted to requeft the Elders and Meffengers
here prefent, to ufe their influence wxf.h the feveral Churchzs they repre-
fent, to have a colle®ion made {fometime in every year for the purpofe of
increafing the Fund fo as that it may aniwer the original defign re?
pleafing, encouraging letter, was alfo received and read, from Mr. N
Brown, of Providence, upon the fame fubjet.

1. Chofe Col. Stephen Dana one of the Truftees of faid Saciety, in the
roomi of Mr. Robert Rogers refigned.

12. Voted to have a committee to give advice to thofe who may be
taxed by other denomirations for the fupport of religious Teachers
whom they do not choofe to hear. Chofe for the above purpofe Mr.
Backus, Dr Stillman, Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Smith and Mr. Grafton.

13. Chofe Mr. Sinith, Mr. Baldwin and Mr. Dana a committee 20 ap-
porticn and diftribute the money colle@ed yefterday, amounting to 34 dol-
lars and 13 cents, to the feveral Widows who have been left by minifiers of
this Affociation.

- 14. The Churches in this connexion were defired by the Affociation laft
year to inftrudt their delenates relative to the matter of incorporation by
the civil power, for the purpofe of fupporting the gofiel miniftry : many of
ihem did fo ; and we have the pleafure to find that they highly difap-
prove of it \Ve refer the Churches to the Minutes of the Aflociation held
at New-Rowley, September, 1761, and to thofe of the lalt year, for our
cecided opiniun agamﬂ it, as an affociate body.

We are perfoaded that the Churches of our denomination in this Com-
monwraith would not have applied for alts of incorporation, had they been
acquainted with a law paffed in 1786, intitled, * An a for the betier fe-
curing, and rendering more effc@ual, grants and donations to pous and
charitable ufes:” the principal part of which follows—¢ Be it ena&led
by the Scenate and Houfe of Reprcﬂrtatms, that the deacons of all the
feveral £ oteflant Churches, not being Epifcopal Churches, and the church-
wardens of the feveral Epifcopal Churches, arc and fhall be deemed fo far
badics corporate, as to tuke in fucceffion all grasts and donations, whether
real or perforal, made either to their feveral Churches, the poor of thete
Churches, or to them and their fucceffors ; and to fuc in all actions touch-

ing the fame,” &c. &c. &e.  Perpetual Laws, folio vol. p. 370.

Our Bl..lhlcn may perufe the whole a& at their leifure, by which they

will perceive that all Proteflant Churcles are tully incorporated, fo far as re-
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fpc&s donations or grants made for pious purpofes 3 confequently all ap-
plications to the General Court for a&s cf incorporation are totaliy un-
neceffary.
15. The feveral letters to the correfpunding Afiociations were read ar.d
approved.
i6. Agreed tc the following fupplies:
Mr. Briggs, the 3d Lord’s Day in O&ober, 2nd i 1he four
following n‘:onthcsl.r 4
2e . ag M:. Stephen S.-Nelfon, 2d m OQober.
Marhfield, % Mr. Samuel Nelfon, 2d in November.
Mr. Eldridge, 12 aod 2d in December.
{Mr. Lovell, 1ft in Jaouary.
. Mr. Lovell, laft in Septercber, and 1ft in Gloter-
Cambridge, 7 My, Stephen S. Nelion, laft in May.
{Mr. Ebenezer Nelfon, laft in September.

Framinghem ) \r" Grafion, 2d in ORtober.
Societ, ¥ My. Lovell, 1ft in Nevember.

17. Appointed Dr. Stiliman to write the Circular Letter for next year.

18. Voted, to hold our next Aflociation at Charlios, the Tuefday af.
ter the firt Wednc{day in September, 17:;6, at two o’clock, P. M.

19. Appointed Brother William Williarys to preach the intredutory
Sermon, in cafe of failure, Brother Robinicn. The butinefs being finith-
ed at 4 o’clock, P. M. the Moderator conclud=d by pray=r ; 2nd immediate-
ly after Dr. Foiter preached to a very crouded audience from Dazn. xii
12. Bleffed is be that waitcth, and cometb ia the thovfand three bundred and

Jve and thirty diys. Sermon in the evening by Brother Baldwin from
Rev. ik 21. And I gave ber fpace to repeni—and foe repeated not.

INTRODUCTORY

CIRCULAR LETTER

7% ELDERS and MESSENGERS of the feveral CHURCHES
met in AssociaT.oN at Brdgewater, September 8th and gehy 17Q5——
To the CHURCHLS «hom they reprefent, jend Chriftian jalstation.

DEarR BRETHREN,

“7 E have been favoured through divine goodnefs with another an-
nuzl meeting, and kave reafon to blefs God for the peace, harmony and
coufolation which we have enjoyed. May the great Head of the Church
add his bleffing to the following ferious, z:afonable addrefs, and make it
abundantly advantageous to yous eftablifhment in the truth.
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HAVING the lalt year addrefled you on The Nature of Salvation by
Corift, we propele this year to addlefs you on THE CHARACTER
OF CH Rx%l AS GCD. 'T'his doétrine we confider as lying at the
foundation of the Chriftian n.hglon, and fupporting on its balis the true
church of Chrift, throagh cvery age : neither do we fuppofe that any can
deny this chict corner ftonc of our holy religion, without denying revela-
tion, derogating from the glor, of Jelus, and virtually efpoufing the caufe
ef anuchriit.

Indeed, brethren, we view it of the utmoft importance, that we are
eftablifhed in this fundamcental dorine of our Bible: fiicc the many
modcrn and violent efforts of Sccinian and deiftical - writers, with therr
vain philofophy, attempting to depreciate the honour of cur cxalted Lord
and Lawgiver, make it neceffary, that we fhould thew ourfelves on the fide
of the Lord. It cannot be expa&ed that we fhould offer all, in the com-
pafs of a circular letter, which might be produced in vindication of fo fub-
Jime and precious a truth.  Neither do we expe to bring into view any
new proof of this dofrine: fince fo many of the learned and pious
have employed their pens in its defence. But we fhall efteem 1t our hap-
pinefs, if by the following futhmary ftatement of fome of the moft material
arguments, your minds hould be fHirred up by way of remembrance, to hold
falt that invaluable tsuth which upholds the whole family of God, and
will cxcite their adoration to the endlefs ages of eternal day.

To reduce this fubje& to fome order of examination, it is neceflary to
premife that our light upon it can only be reflected from the facred page :
tor the lizht of nature s whelly infufficient to difcover the profound myfte-
ry of ¢ God manifefted in the flefh ; hence we take for granted the au-
thenticity of the Bible. This bemg wranted, our information mult be de-
rived from the page of infpiration. “From this page we are fully taught
“the doétrine of Chnift’s Divinity. The Old Teftament pointedly predi&-
ed the commg of Jefus, as God; the New Teftament moft <learly difplays the
verity of thofe predictions. A wvery remarkable prophecy js found in Ifaizh
ix. 6.  For unta us a child is born, unto us a fon is given, and the gov-
ernment fhall be upon his thoulder ; and his name fhall be called Wonder-
ful, Coume”or, the mighty God, the everlafting Father, the Prince of
Pe.. ©' e words we have the perfec humamty, and the glory of
the 1~'oncexvab e God, brought into as plain a view as language can ex-
prefs.  We find him here ftyled the mighty Ged, the everlafting Father,
as well as fuftzining the mediatorial and precious charaéer of Prince of
Peace. Nor is this the only paffage in the prophets that fpeaks of the
blefled Redeemer as God. 1faiah vii. 14. ¢ Therefore the Lord himfelf
fhall give you a fign, Behold, z virgin thall conceive, and bear a fon, and
thall call his name [Immanuel.” ‘T'he evangelitt, Matthew has placed this
paifage beyond the fhadow of a doubt, when he quotes and explains it,
chap. i. 23. and fays, “ Immanuel ; which being interpreted is, God with
us.”  Again, Jeremiah xxiii. 6. * In his days,” viz. in. Chnft’s days,
«¢ Judah fhall dwell fafely; and this is his name whereby he fhall be called,
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Let thefe plain- paf
fages, {cle@=d from many, fuffice at prefent to prove, that the Mefliah was
promiftd, to be manifeit in fleth, as GOD. It is obvious that many,
who had the lively oracles of heavsn, looked for his ceming in this charac-
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ter. 'Thec woman of Samaria who converfled witl our Saviour at the well,
fpake of it as a familiar idea, that when the Mefliah came he fhould tell
them all things. Trom the charaltcr of this woman, as a ftranger to a re-
ligious life, the idea is coafirmed that it was commonly expedted Jefus
fipuld poffefs that knowledge which appertains only to Deiry.

When we turn our attention to the New-Teftament, we ch a moft glori-
ous and beautiful coircidence with the Gld, in afcribing thofe names to
Jefus which peculiarly belong to the felf-exiitent Jehovah. How plain is
the evangzlit John in the firlt chapier and verfe—¢ In the beginning was

- the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God.” If

it thus appears_ that Chrift was promifed under thofe titles, and really hath
thofe names given him which belong only to God ; muft it not be utterly
¢onfounding to common fenfe, to confider him in any other light than
as the true God? How fhall or dare we make a diftinction in a myftery of
fuch magnitude, where the word of God makes none, either in names or
attributes ?

That Jefus Chrift poilcfies the attributes of the only living and true God,
muft be obvious to every unprejudiced reader of the Bible. Omnipotence,
omnifcience and omniprefence, it is univerfally allowed, can dwell only in
the incomprehenfible God. The work of creation is certainly a work of

- omnipotence. It is exprefsly aflerted of Chrift, ¢ by him were all thin

created that are in heaven and that are on earth, vifible and invifible,

~'whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities or powers ; all

things were creatcd by him and for him; and he is before all things,

. and by him all things confit.” Col. i. 16, 17. Again; Eph. iii. g.
" ¢ And to make all men fee what is the fellowfhip of the myftery, which from

the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things
by Jefus Chrift.” Thefe poiated texts of {cripture, perfectly plain to every

* common capacity, defcribe the glory of our Saviour, as our Creator, and
. they exattly coincide with the apoltle’s reafoning, Rom. i. 20. ¢ For the
¢ invifible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly feen, being
. under{tood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Ged-
. head. We may add what the apoftle fays to the Coloflians—* And

- have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge, after the im-
- age of him that created him.” Chap. iii. 10. From this text it appears
: that Jefus is the Creator. Nor will it avail to obje, that this refpe@s the
" new creation of man, from that fpiritual ftate of death into which he had
: fallen. For it is equally a work of omnipotence to create a foul to a {pir-
. itual life of holinefs, as to create a material world. ) |
We may add further in confirmation of this peint, that the power dif-
. played by Chrift in calming a tempeftuous ocean by a fovereign weord, in
raifing the fleeping dead to life and adtivity, and buriting the bands of death
-at his own glorious refurre@ion, and the like, give a demonl(tration that he
was ciothed with omnipotence.
- It muft be acknowledged that onc attribute of Jchovah nccellurily in-
{vclves all others, confequently omnifcicnce and omniprefence muft dw.ll
~with our Lord Jefus Chrift. That Jefus evidently poffefles the attribute of
<omnifcience fhines as the meridian fun in the word of light and Life. Per-
“haps we ace converfant with nothing, that we have lefe adequate idcas of
: b ]

B
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than the heart of man. Agreeably to this fentiment is the language of the
prophet Jeremiah, chap. xvii. 9, 10. “ The heart is deccitful above all
things, and defperately wicked : who can know it 2 I the Lord fearch the
heart, I try the rcins, even to give to every man according to his ways,
and the fruit of his doings.” King Solomor, when dedicating the temple
by an infpired prayer, fays, ¢ For thou, cven thou only, knowelt the hearts
of the children of men.” David’s folemn and affe&ing exhortation to his
fon fpeaks the fame fentiments, 1 Chron. xxviii. g. ¢ Thou, Solomon, my
fon, know thou the God of thy father, and ferve him with a perfe@ heart
and with a willing mind, for the Lord fearcheth all hearts and undcrftand-
ethall the imaginations of the thoughts.” Thefe paffages fully prove, that
it is the omnilcient 1 :hovah’s prerogative to fearch and know the heart of
ran. That Jefus manifefted bis glory in this attribute we learn from that
precious volume which declares,  He needeth not that any fhould teflify
cf man, for he knew what was in man.” John ii. 25. Peter’s anfwer to
our Lord thews the fame—+¢ Lord, thou knoweft all things, thou knoweft
that I fove thee.,”  So does the afrz&ing and heart-fearching converfation,
between the bluffed God-Maun, and the woman of Samaria, which caufed her
to run to her brethren and fo earneftiy urge them, ¢ Come fee a man which
told me all things that ever I did;” drawing the natural conclufion there-
- from, ¢ Is not this the Chrift " So does Jcfus’s detc&ion of Judas’s dia-
beiical condult in betraying him ; alfo his perfect knowledge of his enem:es’
hearis, when they fought to enfnare and betray him ; and fight of Nathan-
acl, when under the fig-tree, and perfe& knowledge of his devotien and
chara&er. That Jefusis appointed Judge, to take cognizancc of thought,
word and deed, the fcriptures amply declare ; kow is it poflible. he fhould
perform this werk unlefs he is omnipotent aud omnifcient ? This office fully
comports with that {folemn declaration given by Chrift, Rev. ii. 23 And
- all the churches fhall know that I am he which fearcheth the rcins and
hearts : and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.”
Oh! that all the churches would fully weigh this text, realizing themfelv.s

amenable to Jefus, in whofe immediate prefence they are.  Our Lord hisa-
el declares, « Where two or three are gathered together in my name,
there am I in.the midft of them.” Math. xviii. 20. Do not thefe plain
and familiar dccounts of Chrift’s charafer, waft our minds iniinitely be-
yond the moft exalted created being, and caufe us profoundly to adore Je-
fus Chrift, as God over all, in all, and through all, blefled forever ?

In holding faft this faithful word of life, we would remind you, that fome
of our blefied Lord’s open and inveterate enemies were ebliged to confefs
the truth for which we contend.  In the fourth chapter of Luke, from the
33d verfe, we have the following account ; “ And in the {fynagogue there
was 2 man which had a fpirit of an unclean devil, and cried out with a
loud voice, faying, ¢ Let us alone ; what have we to do with thee, thou
Jefus of Nazareth? Art thou come to deftroy us ! I know thee who thou
art; the Holy One of God. And Jefus rcbuked him, Zying, Hold thy
peace and come out of him. And when the devil had thrown him in the
midft, he came out of him, and hurt him not.”” It is likewife faid in the
411t verfe of the fame chapter—¢ And devils aifo came out of many, cry-
ing out, and faving, Thou art Chrift the Son of God.  And he rebuking
themn, {uffcred them not to fieak 1 for they Loew that he was Chnft.”

e A L AT SN a4 T S

. -

R,

7




L 1 ]

Thele confcflions from the ficnds of darknefs fhew their knowledge of him
as God. It Chrift was no morc than a mere man, however holy, is it
probable Satan would have made fuch a confeffion, when it muft weak-
«n his own power, and give teftimony to the fame truth advanced by our
biefled Lord? No furely : unlefs we admit the horrid fuggefticn, that Je-
fus and Satan were unitcd to deceive our woild, which idea by no means
comports with that purity of life fo eminent in the Saviour, and even ac-
knowledged by many who oppefe his Divinity. The above accounts muft
likewife confute the abfurd cpinion advanced by fome, ¢ That the perfons
poficfled by evil fpmts, fpoken of in fcripture, were troubled with certain
bodily difeafes.”” It is as dificult and prepofterous to conccive of difeafes
fpe.xknm, when thev leave perfors, as for fin to be punifhed 1ad the finner
catirely freed from pain.  But to return : Thefe paflages may well amaze
us, as t iey did the beholders ; and lcad us to adore him who fubjc&ed the
prince of the power of the air to his almighty mandate.

It is generally allewed by thofe who oppofe the preuou« and {oul-com-
forting do¢trine of the Saviour’s Divinity, that the Lord Jefus was truly

.a molt amiable and benevolent charac@er.” In what does his amiablenefs or
benevolence appear if we deny his Godhead ? Does it appear in leaving us
deceived reipeéhng his true charaQer? The charaéter of a deceiver
vas never amiable, as fuch. If this dodrine is not true, how are we to
underftand thofe pofitive aflertions of Chrift? ¢ I and my Father are one,”
‘¢ He that hath feen me hath {een the Father.” But what declarations are
thele, unlefs we confider him as co-equal and co-eternal with the Father?
It is evident that the malicious Jews underftood that Chrift claimed a title
to Divinity. Hence they afk him, * Doft thou make thyfelf equal with
God?” Neither did the Redeemer difown that thefe were  his pretenfions,
but fully allowed that he claimed this high and holy chara&er.

In confirmation of the above obfervations, let ug remca ber the worfhip
claimed by and given to our divine Lord. The beloved difciple whq
wrote in vindication of this fublime myftery, informs us that Jefus, when
addreffing the Jews who fought to kill him, for making himfelf equal with
Ged, faith to them, * All men fhould honour the Son even as they honour
the Father, e that Lonoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father
which fent him.” John v. 23.  How plain this paffage, that Jefus claimed a
nght to their retigious adoration, equal with the Father.

ut if Jefus had not been truly God, his command would have been a
dire tranfgreflion of the law of God, which requires our religious adora-
tion ond worﬂup to be given to God only; and Chrift came not to make

void, but eftablifh the law : and by his holy life has moft f‘lonov..ﬂy difplay-

ed the perfection of it. irayer 1s certaaly a part of reiigious worthip.

T'he penitent thief who died in company with our Lord, addriffed him in

forvent prayer. St Stephen alfo in the agonies of death, calls on the Lord

Yefus to receive his fpirit, &co Nor do we find thefe aQs of religious wor-

t‘) p were ever forbidden by our Lord and Mafler ; but the angels of God
¢ called upen to wordhip him,

D arly beloved bxf..th.cn, how can we cantemplate this wonderful myfte.
ry of ¢ (md nunife(ied i the flefh,” without being wr 1 m profound love
and wonder, Shall the Erernal dwellin a houfe of flefh ! Shml the curtains
of Lcaven op », and the incomprchenfible Jehovah audibly declue hie ap-
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probation of this wonderful myftery ? Sh».all all the attributes of God fhine
in the perfon of our Saviour ? Shall dewils be 'conﬁrained to confefs his
Sonthip ? Shall faints worfhip him in their lives and deaths? Shall the
convulfed ear:h groan when Jefus dies, and the thining luminaries of heaven
Jofe their woated pleafing luftre for a feafon ? Shall the doleful tomb lofe
its power of holding the divine prifoner ? Shall the everlafting doors of
heaven fly wide open to receive the King of Glory, amidft the united ac-
¢clamations of holy angels, and perfe@ed faints? Shail all thefe and in-
" numerable more evidences, ftrike our admiring eyes, and we not be fweetly
conftrained to cry, Truly this was the Son of God.  Yet, brethren, when
we refle, that real Chriftians muft have felt the power of his refurrec-
tion on their heatts, we are perfuaded that neither wicked men nor devils
will be able to wreft this trath from their {ouls. |

It has been impoffible, in the compafs of our Citcular Letter, to bring
into view but a very fmall part of that evidence of this important do&rine
which lies at the foundation of all your hopes for life eternal : neither have
we attempted to confute all the objections of captious difputants who oppofe
themfelves to the trutl. If thefe hints thould prove a mean of flirring up
your pure minds by way of remembrance, to hold faft the faithful word as
ye have been taught, and to contend earneftly for the faith once delivered
to the faints, we fhall fecl happy.

As the day in which we live abounds with error, as well as portends

reat events in the kingdom of Providence, we fhould let it appear in our

%ives and converfation, that we firmly rely on the foundation of Chrift’s
Divinity. For if we let this truth go, we let the foundation go; and if
the foundation be deftroyed, what fhall the righteous do ? |

May we be followers of God, even Chrift, as dear children, putting on
as the elec of God, bowels of compaflion, long-fuffering, gentlenefs, meek-
nefs, paticnce, temperance, with evecy grace, till we arrive to the perfe&
ftature of men i Chrift Jefus, and fee him him in the world of urnfading
and unceafing glory.

Signed in behalf of the Affociation.
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