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ADVERTISEMENT.

A NUMBER of fubferibers having appeared for the publication of

Prefident MAXCY’s introduétory Sermon 2t tkis Affociation,
and alfo for Dr. STILLMAN’s Sezmon delivered the day following at
the Ordioation of the Rev. STEPHEN S. NELSON, 1t s expced
that both of them will be publithed. Thofe who with to purchafe cither
or both of thefe Scrmons may probably be eratified by applying in a few
weeks at Manning & LoriNGg’s Printung-Office, in Bofton.

Alfo for falke, at the above Office,

THE Third Volume of a CHurcH History oF New-
Encranp, by ISAAC BACKUS. A, M. Price 7/ 64.  Subfcribers
are requefted to call or fend for their Books. Thefe who with to pur
chafe the Firft and Second Volumes, may alfo be fupplicd.

Boflon, Sept. 28, 179,




- - —

MINUTES, &-
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TurspAy; Seplemier 12,

1.. A T three o’clock, P. M. Rev. Jonathan Maxcy delivered tha
introdu&ory Sermon from Heb. ii. 3---How fball we frape if

we negle@ fo great falvatios 7*  Alfter fervice had a colle®ion for the

widows of mipiftcrs who have been members of this Aflociation,

2. Chofe Dr. Hezekiah Smith, Medrator, and Drother Thomas
Baldwin, - Ckrk. -

3. Read letters from the fcveral churches, and took the following
account of the members added, difmifled, excluded, ar who have died
the paft year ; alfo, the prefent number in each chuich.

V. B. The names of ordained Minifters are in fmall capita’s.  Li-
cenfed preachers in Jtalis. ‘Thole minifters with this mark* were not
grd'ent. Churches marked thust we had no information from thts
sefion.  Vacant churches diftinguifhed by a dafh.

Wiy w2
NIHE
Chaiches. Miniflers and Mefengers. | & ,i N &.‘ -4
ift. Boftcn, Sanmuer SriLiMay, 2 I? 3256
Richard Gridley, !
Daniel Wild,
Witham Capen.
2d. Bofton, Tuomas Bavbwiy, 1} 1| 3157
Jacob Holland,
Richard Smith.
Bellingkam, bl 1l 48
Exser MorsiT, |
David Cook,
Aaron Thayer. l
Haverlull, Hezgxian SMith, 2l 2 | |163
Joha Chalfe. } N
+ Warren, * Lutser Baxsr. | 52
ift. Middleborough, Isaac Bacxus, , . 2{ 8%
Jofeph Ames.
+ 2d. Middleborough, L 29
3cd. Middleborough, Samuer NEeLsonw, L7 | 3 98
Llifha Clark.
Charlton, " 1111
Daniel Bacon,
Samuel Rebinfon. |
Royalfton, 1 1, (142
Wrentham, WirLiam WiLLiams, | I 38
Jofeph Miller, 5

* Prother Rebinfon who was appointed to preach on this occafion, was prefent,
but kis ill frate of health prevented.




Churches
4 Sotth Brimfield,
ttleborough,
+ Wilbraham
Woodftock,

Chelmsford,
Barnftable,
New Salem,
Leicefter,
+Freetown,
Medfield,
Harwich,
Harvard,
Ne\Vth »

+ Salem (N. H.)
Nortabndge,

Cambr:dge & Woburn,

+ Afhburnham,

Providence,

Sturbridge,

Templeton,

New Rowley,

Bridgewater,

[ « 1
Miniflers and Meffengers,

® Evrijan Cobpnixne.

S

® SctH CLaArK.

Robert Stanton.

Joun PeckEns,
Samuel Brown,
Nathaniel Hutchinfon,
Exocn ELpripGE.

* Josian OrcuTT,

ga.muel Deany.

-

* Ed'ward CM’
Afa Mafon.

ABnir Liwiy
Anthony Kelly.

* Isaiau PARKER,
John Hawks.
Joseru GrarToNn,
Jevemiah Richardfon,
Samuel Richardfon.

* Joun CoorEr.

Jofeph Wirn,

John Williams,

Jofiah Converfe.
Steruen GaNo,
JonaTnaN Maxcy,
Jouw PitTman.

* Zexas L. Lroxarp,
Henry Fifk,

Samuel Cheever,
Simeon Fifk.

Jothua T'ucker,
Nathan Bryant.

* Suusary Loveri,
Timothy Jackman,
Jofeph Goodridge.
George Rosinsoy,
Fames Reed,

James Perkins.

Pery
w_Jmfiq

18

13

Y o ke

(7

Vi’ §

pon)g

155
68

228
88

61
41
42

20
41

79
118

10
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Churches. Mmifters and Mcffengers. % ':Sr{ Eb_ 'g:
S I R b
Wcﬁon, i _E 15
Samuel Haynes, 1
Samuel [rain. i
Randolph, JotL Brices, P 2'58
Will:am Blanchard. i
C“Vef, * Jﬂﬂ!l anr, | 3 ‘ ~lea
John Benfca, r
Jofiah L-onard. i
Hollis, 5
Samael Taylor, I I B
Benaiah Bladgert. I T
Marfhficld, S B I BT
Prince Hatch, b
William Curus, jun. ‘ ' ‘
+ Hardwick, . S D A
Belcherton, Samvrr Bigerow. ] | B2
_ift. Suutom, Davin RaTusvy, N 57
Samnel King, i i ; j
Samwel Waters, | | |
2d. Sutton, Wwn. Batcuernog, | sl alss
Reuben Tifdale. Vjp
Paaver : :
3 Ifrael Portex, “5 °
Elecazer Wallis, i | 1
Afa W ocodbary. g :
i

N. B. The laft church was added the prefent fefhos.
Adjourned until eight o’clock to morrow morning. Mr. Backus-
concluded by prayer.

Sermon in the evening at Mr. Baldwin’s meeting-houle, by Brother
Gano, from Col. 1. 2.

WEDNESDAY, Sepiemier 13.

Met according to adjournment.

Prayer introdutory to bufinefs, by the Clerk.

4 Received and read letters from the following Afiociations, viz.
From the Philadelphian a letter and mirutes. From Charlefton, letters
and minutes for 1795 and 1796. From the Shafifbury, letter and min-
utes, by their meflenger, Brother Eber. Moffit. From the Stonington, letter
& minutes, by their meflengers, Brother Valentine W. Rathbun and Drother
Robert Stanton. From New-York, a letter only. From the Wood-
flock, a letter and minutes, by their meflenger, Brother Sim:on Coombs,
From the New-Hampfhire, letter and minutes, by their mcienger,
Brother Walter Powers.  And from the Rowdoinham, a ltter and
minutes, by their mefiiracis, Drother Elitha Williams wud Drother
lfaac Cafe.

5. The
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3. The Rev. Job Seamans and the Rev. Jothua Jones being prefent,

were invited to a teat in the Affociation.

6. Received, by the care of Brether A. Braim, minutes of the fol-
fowing Affociations, viz. The Portfmouth, Dover, Roanoake-Diftria,
Middle-Diftri@, Keto&on, Gothen, Neufe and Baltimore.

7. Voted to have a correfponding letter drawn, and if thought prop.
er, to be printed in the minutes.

Chofe Mr. Backus for the above purpofe.

8. Appointed Mr. Gano to write the Circular Letter for next year.

9- Appoinied Prefident Maxcy to prepare a correfponding letter for
next year.

10. Chofe the following Brethren to vifit our Sifter Affociations,
siz. Stephen S. Nelfon and Jothua Jones, to the Philadelphian. T the
Shaftfbury, Samuel Bigclow, and Stephen Gano. To the Stomington,
1fzac Backus, Thomas Baldwin, and S. S. Nelfon. To the New-York,
Stenhen Gano, 2nd S. S. Nelfon. To the New-Hampthire, Hezekiah
Su:ith and Jofeph Grafton. To the Woodltock, Simeon Coombs.
'T"o the Bowdoinham, Abner Lewis. ‘

11. Chofe Dr. Stillman, Dr. Smith, Mr. Backue. Mr. Baldwin and
Mr. Grafton a committee, to whom any perfons taxed to religious teach-
ers of other denominations whom they do net choofe to hear, may ap-
rly for advice.

Tikereas ife Baptift church and focicty in the fouth parifh of Heraich
Fave cen taxed for feveral years paft tothe fupport of the Congregational min-
titor 12 e amount of fexeral hundred dollars, and very confiderable fums of it
pave leen adually diffraincd from them ; end in attempting to recover it b
Iazw, they bave expenaed near pve bundred dollars more—1Irt is therefore
carnefily recominended to the J’vaeral churches 10 have a cconiribution for the
Jfaid focicty, n arder to afift them in fupporting ther juft rights, and that the
money be brought forwward to the next Affaciation.

12. Recommended to the churches that fome time in the year tliey
have a colleGion in each church, for the purpofe of increafing the Bap-
el Education Iund.

13. Chofc Deacon Richard Gridley, and Rev. Joel Briggs, Truftees
of the Bafiil Liducaiion Society in the room of Rev, Noah Alden, de-
ceafed, and Rev. Ifaiah Parker, refigned. 3 |
11, Received and read a letter from the Secretary of the Education
Seciety, giving an account of the (tate of the fund, ot the vacancies, &c.

15. Voted to have a committee of feven to pctition the General
Court of this Commonwcalth, if they thould think proper, to have an
a& pail:! to exempt the Baptifts from being taxcd to religious teachers
of other denom:inations.

16. Chofe Dr. Stillman, Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Grafton, Dr. Smith,
Col. Dana, Mr. Williams, and Mr. Briggs for the above purpofe.

1=. Read and accepted the Circular Letter, prepared by Brother
Daldwin.

18. Chofe Dr. Sullman, Mr. Baldwin and Dr. Smith a commnittee
;0 count and diftribute the money colleéted for the widows of mintfters
decealed.

19. Agreed
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19. Agreed upon the following fupplies :

{ Mr. Rathbun, 3d. Lord’s Day in Sepiemb:r.
Mr. King, 1ft. in O&ober.
Mr. Pittman, 2d. in OQober.
Bellingham, i Mr. Clark, 3d. in O&oher.
i Mr. Batcheldor, 4th. in O&ober.
} Mr. Briggs, ift. in November.
{ Mr. Gano, 3d. in November.

( Mr. Briggs, 1ft. in O&ober.

4’ Mr. King, 4th. in O&ober.

! Mr. Waters, 2d. in Jan. and 2d. 1 July.
| M. Batgheldor, ift. in June.

( Mr. King, 1it. in November.
Mr. Williams, 2d. in November.
Mr. Peckens, 1ft. in December.

er. Briggs, laft in Dec. and 2d. in April.
Mr. Thurber 2d. in May.

Weftoa,

Fraraingham
Society,

Daover Mr. Lewis, 3d. in May.
- AJanvers, Mr. Pittman, 2d. in June.

20. Voted to hold our next Aflociation at the Baptift Meet~
ing-Houfe in- Bamftable, the Tuefday after the firft Wednelday m
September, 1798, at two o’clock, P. M. ‘

21. Appointed Dr. Stillman to preach the introdudtery Sermon,
and in cafe’of failure, Mr. Baldwin.

22. Voted to refer the correfponding letter to be drawn by Mr.
Backus, to Dr. Stillman and Mr. Baldwin, to be examined and vmend-
ed if thought neceffary, and then to be printed with the minutes.

Bufinefs being finithed at one o’clock, the Moderator concluded by

prayer. _
T P e

CIRCULAR LETTER.

The ELDERS and MESSENGERS of the feveral CHURCHES
met in Associarion at Bofton, September 12th and 13th, 1797
7o the CHURCHES whom they reprefent, fend Chriftian falutation.

BELovED BRETHREN,

IT is our happy lot to live in an age when the churches of Chrift fie
under their own vine and fig-tree, and none are fuffered to make
them afraid. Perfecution for confcience fake is almoft univerfally dif-
counteranced, and the inftances in which any of our brethren fuffer the
{poiling of their goods are comparatively few. Qur churches in general
have reft und peace, and we are happy to add that, walking in the fear
of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Ghoft, fome of them have
additions made to them. Others, however, complain of great deadnefs
and {tupidity ; yet appear to be ftedfaft in the faith.

When
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When we compare ous prefent fitnation with former ages, in which
perfecution raged with relentlefs fury, and the innocent followers of
Chrilt were facrificed upon the altars of ignorance and fuperftition, what
reafon have we to adore the goodnefs of God to us, in granting us 2
fmoother paffage acrofs the tempeftuous ocean of life.  But let os not
from hence conclude that we arc in a2 f{tate lefs expofed to temptation
thaa they were. By no means. They had inde=d trials of cruel mock-
ings and {courgiags, yea, moreover, of boads and imprifonment ; but we
have the falfc friendthip of this world, with all its allorements, to eagage ;
and to wage open war with error and infidelity. The time is evidently
come, predicted by the apoftle, when men would not endure fouad doc-
trine, but fhould turn awa: their ears from the truth, and be turned unto
fables. Many of the errors which we are called to oppofe, acquire a
kind of veneration merely from their antiquity; others from the fan&i-
monious garb in which they are dreffed ; but the moft formidable are
thofe which accord with the corruptions of the human heart. A fmall
degree of probability will be fufficient to give currency to fuch fenti-
ments as th=fe ; feotuments, the molt fatai to the prefeat and future peace
of mankind ! But the fame kind Providenc= which has watched over
and prote@ed the church of Chnft hitherto, has faid, « I will never
leave nor forfake you.” The people of God, amidlt ail thefe varied
aod trying eveats, reft affured, that under the wiie and perfe& admin.
iftration of the moral government of God, all will be favourable in the
iffue. ¢« All things fhall work together for good to them that love him.”
And although others, beholding the wrongs which they frequently feffer,
may atk,  Where is the God of jufize ” yet they know and rejoice,
that che Lorp GobD omxiroveNT REIGNETH. This eonfolingz truth is
the very foundation of the Chriftian’s hepe. If this fowndation could be
deftroved, it might very properly be atked, ¢ What will the righteous
do ”** But blefizd be God, it was never yet m the power of any, nor
of all his encmics combined, to fubvert one of his purpofes.

May it pot then be profitable and afford us real pleafure, to contem-
platc a few moments upon the nature and extent of God’s moral

The nature of divine government, like its author, is holy, jult and

It originates in the natural and moral fitnefs of things ; in our
abfolute dependence on God, and his conftant care over us; in his right
as our Creator and Preferver to rule, and in our capacity as rational,
accountable creatures to obey. The moral {yftem vefults immediately
from the attributes of Deity, and is as much governed and direéted by
the immutable principles of holinefs, juftice, goodnels and truth, as the
pataral fyftem 1s by the laws of attradtion and gravitation.  Our ignor-
ance and partiality upon particular occafions might induce us to with na-
ture to fug:end the operation of her laws, whenever they feem to con-
travene our defigns ; the fame blind partiality might lead us upon other
occafions, to with the righteous judge of the univerfe to deviate from
thofe eternal principles of juftice and truth on which his throne is eftab-
Rthed. But thefe arc alike unavailing.  For as we fee nature procecd-

* Pla. xi, i,
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inp in her fteady courfe aotwithftanding all the convulfions in kingdom:
and ftates; fo we behold the pu of God’s moral government in a moft
firiking asd barmonious fucceflion unfolding, notwithitanding the revolt
of aagels and the apoftacy of men. The diforder and confufion which
appear to us to take place in the moral fyftem, do not arife from any de-
fe& in the conflitution or adminiftration of it; but from the oppofing
pafions of men. The fame goverament in heaven amongft holy beings,

.exhibits nothing but harmony. Hence we conclude that the divine
goverament in its nature is a fyftem of pure benevolence, and in its ad-

miniftration a coanftant difplay of every engaging and lovely attribute,

- Letus now contemplate the oaff extent of God’s moral kingdom.  And
here, my brethren, we are not to confine our views to the race of man, or
to the globe which we :nhabit ; but to extend them to other worlds and
other beings. The divine jurifdi®ion is not bounded by the evcrlafting

hills, nor by any thing thort of the utmofl verge of the univerfc. As the
fan in the firmament forms the centre of the patural fyftem, fo God our
fun and fhield forms the centre of the moral. In the heavenly world,
thoic holy beings who approach ncareft to God ia love and perfe&ion,
enjoy the firlt and fulleft difplays of his glory. There the moral per-
fe@tions of Deity thine in full-orbed majefty ! There perfe&t order and
barmony prevail among all the principalities ard powers in th: heavenly
places ! There perfed love and cheerful obedience fpontaneoufly flow
from all the happy millious ! There the {pirits of the jult made perfc&,
unite with ch=rubim and feraphim in afcnptions of praife to Him who
liveth and reigneth forever and ever. Thefe holy beings are:continually
miniftering before his throne.  The charwts of God are taventy thoufand,
even thoufands of angels, and the Lord is aming them os in Sinai, in the boly

e.

If we now call our thoughts from heaven to earth, and but carefully
obferve the operations of Divine Providence, we fhall feel conftrained
to join with the Plalmilt and fay, ¢ The Lorb reigneth, let the earth
rejoice ; let the multitude of ifles be glad thereof. Clouds and darknefs

-are round about him, righteoufnefs and judgment are the habitation of
his throne.”” Yes, brethren, the divine care extends to man, and tha:
not merely as a clafs. of creatures, but to each individual of the race !
Yea, to every particular circumftance which attends him, from the firft

- dawn of his exiftence till he makes his exit from time.  Our bleffed
Lord, in comforting the hearts of his difciples againlt the malice of their

eaemies, reminds them of the particular care of their great Preferver.

Are got, faith he, two fparrocvs _/bld Sor a furthing ? and one of them [lall

not fall on the ground without your Father.  But the weiy hgirs of your

bead are gll sumbered.  Fear ye not, thucfore, ye are of;riore wslue then

weny fparrows. . S

.- ~‘Fhe great revolutions that bave been and are now taking place in

kingdoms and ftates, are all under the direcion and control of the Sove-

. .yeign Difpofer of events. The Mof High {eems determined to let us

koow, that he ruleth in the kingdoms of men, and giveth them to whomfuever

¢ will. He has the hearts of all men in his hand, aad bhe can turn
them as the rivers of water Bare turged,  He can employ them as in-
. ftruments
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ffruments to accomplith his pleafure, and ‘to fulfil the prediQtions of his
word, without their knowledge or defign.  And inafmuch as they feel
con{cious of the freedom of their own volitions, he may with the great-
eft propriety punifth them for their wicked oppofition to that very -gauvfe
which they undefignedly arz helping to fupport.  Thefe refleions,
trethren, will calm our minds while we behold the evils which are done
under the fun. * - - |

Do we hear of wars aod ruenours of wars, of sition rifing againft ma-
tion, and of earthquakes in divers places ? Lct us not be greatly troubled.
Do we fee the fons of infidelity waging war with fuperitition and idola-
“try ? Should they dethrone them and reign in their ftead ; azd fhould
they ftill go farther and trample upon the truths of diviae revelation,
and even bid defiance to the armies of the living God ; let us remember
that wherein they a& proudly, God is above them. Do they thiuk to
change times and feafons, and in this way to fubvert the Chniftian fab-
bath ? We know that the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath. Do they
atiempt to rob the Chriftian of his hops of immortality, and fow on his
peaceful grave the feeds of annmihilation ? The archangel’s trump will
confound their bold impiety, and re-animate the duft of the faints.

Does it look fometimes as if all the foundations of the earth were ou:
of vourfe ; as if virtue and innocence were punithed, and vice and wick-
ednefs were rewarded ? Let us rot haftily infer, that there maft be fome
d=fe@ in the moral fyftem, or want oi energy in its adminiftration, in
order to prevent thefe fuppcfed evils. By no means.  But let us reft
afiured, that fuffering virtue fhall meet a fatisfa®ory reward, and vice its
tull and juftly-deferved punithment. Yes, vertly there is a reward for
+h2 righteous ; verily be is a God that judgeth i the earth.®

We not oaly trace the moral government of God through heaven, and
<hrough earth ; but it extends to the dark world of hell! This feems
defign-d as his prifon for the punifiment of impenitent rebels. ¢ The
ang-is which vebelled, and were caft out of heaven, are not removed
{rom the vniverfe ; nor have they efcaped frem the eve of Gminifcience,
or the arm of the Almighty.” No—they are iefrrved in coerlafiing
ckains unto the judgmert of the great dag. Thefe cannot be releafed from
ti:cir moral obligations ; for if they could, they would ceafe to be guilty,
and of courfe to {uffer.

Thus we fee that God’s moral government extends to all events, to
ali rauonal intelligences in all worlds---heaven, carth and hell. Believ-
ing and rejoicing in the wifdom and equity ¢f the divine goverament, it
muit aflord additional happinefs to confider that his kingdonr is an ever-
Jalting kingdam, and of his dominion there is no end. - .

Trat the Lord will be forever exalted, and thay he will foreveriteign,
‘s what gives permznency to the happinefs of the faints: = O the beher
hind, it 1s the fame refle@ion witich will awake in the brealt of his ca-
emies the keenelt fenfatigns of mifery. S

Thusyoif fee, brerhres, amidft all the tumultuous commotions of the
world, how TR tie church ahides. The arm of almighty power is
ontnually ﬁmt?isfc?' cut for her defence ; and the wings of cverhafhing

oy : A love
¢ PL. il 1.
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Jove are fproad wide for her prote@tion. May we feel our love and

gratitude contmually flowing forth to our all- boumnful Benefa&or, and

out deures continuglly increafing after greater conformity to'the will and |

dnage of God, until our fouls,i an immortal ardor, fhall cat¢h the ce-
leitial five, and, burlting the vail’ ot fcnfe, fhall rifg 10 the full fruition of
Gud.
in the coarfe. of the Taft year, additions have bzen made to forme of
our churches, and-others havc been diminithed by death.  Amengft the
nurber of the deceafed, we have to lament the déath of our much-eﬂeem-
ed friend aad brother, the Rev. Noan ALbzx, of Belhngham whofe
maemory will lung be precious to many ‘of our churches. God was
pleafed to hoaour him sor many years, as. a faithful, ﬁ.c efsful minifter of
the gofpel, and-even to continue him to & good old age 2 blefhhg to his
dech But having fought the good fight of f.mh and finifited Ins
coutfe, we.sruft he has long ere now received that crown wluch is Ind
up for thofe vho love God.  Blfed are tbe dead ewbo die in 3e Lord,
from henceforth : yea, fuith the Spirity that they nidy reff from ib—lr falonn,
and heir varks do Sfollozw them.

Brethrea, let us be fcllowers of them who through faith and paticnce
inherit the promifes, and {land faft in one-mind,’ firiving ‘together for the
7uizh of the pofpel ; remembering he that cometh will come and will not
taTy 5 to wlom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

R Tt

7he WARREN ASSOCIATION, met in Bolan, Scpt. 1% and 13,
1797, i the CORRESPONDING As..ocx.rrxo\s Sfeadth  Chriftion
faumaiion.

Drarty Berovep,

HIRTY years have now rolied away fince this Affociation was
formed b\' four churches, 2nd naw there are ten Afleciations
formed in the five States of New-England in fellowfhip. Thefe things
-re evidentlv the Lond’s dumr, and they are marvellous in our eyes.
The volicy and power of the “world have all been exerted againt this
work, 2nd our owa conuptions have been our moft dangerous enemies,
Could any thing but the power of the Spirit of God have ever accom-
aithed this grear cvent ! > And how Joud is the call to us, to render to
him ali the «lor} of his works, by a holy life und heavenly converfation !
Outward profperity, and wmldly alcry, have ever been very enfraring
enemics to the chddren of God, who thercfore fays to thcm, De not
conforried to this world, but be ye wansformed by the revewirg of vour

mind, that ve may provc what is that good, and acccpt..ble, and perteét
will of God. All the good that we can veaforably defive, for time and
eternity, 1s 10 be obtained and enjo‘ ed in the wiy of obedience to hxs

holy waord, and no where elfe.  The ovedience of fzith 1s ever acce;

ble to Gad, and to all men who love the truth.,  And the holy f(.np uice
ave {uh. wm to make riie man of God perfea throughly furnifhed unto
alpeadvwols Plonen of the world will injuie their neigt-bows more
r

e R
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" or lefs, if they are not teftrained, and therefore the magiftrate is armeéd
" with the fword for that purpofe; but wherever his power has been ex-
erted to fupport religious teachers, men have injured their neighbours
thereby more or lefs. And fome of 6ur churches have experieiced cruel
opprengn in this way in the year paft. But the moft of them are freed
from opprefhon and have 2 good meafure of harmony among themfelves.
A few of them have happy revivals of religion, though a-geaeral coldnefs,
and want of life and zeal for God, is complained of in moft of them.
A continuance of your corre{pondence, as well as united prayers that
God would pour out his Spirit, and revive his work through this land,
and in all parts of the world, is earneftly defired.  Thefe Affociations
~ have evidently been blefled hitherto, as a mean to unite our churches, to
guard again® oppreflion, and againft deceivers, to quicken and amimate
_many in the Chriftian life, and to fupply the deftitute. And that thefe
great obje@ts may be purfued, and every thing of a conmtrary nature
.guarded againt, is the earncft defire and prayer of your brethren in the

gofpel.

 Signedin behalf of the Afeciation,
. T HEZEKIAH SMITH, Moderator.
THOMAS BALDWIN, Clat.




