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MINUTES, &.

Tucsnay, Septemnber 11.

1. T two o'clock, P. M. Brother ‘Thomas Baldwin, by appoint-

ment, preached the introdu&ory Sermon from Luke xii. 3z.
Fear noty little flocky fir it is your Father’s good pleafure to give you the
kingdorm.

ﬁ. Chofe Brother Thomas Baldwin, Msderator, and Joleph Graf-
ton, Clerk.

3. Read letters from the churches.

N. B. 'The names of ordained Minifters are in fmall capitds.
Licenfed preachers in s/alic.. Minifters with this mark + were not
prefent. Churches thus marked * we had no information from this
feflion. Vacant churches diitinguifhed by a dafh

NNENE
Churches. Minifters €& Mefengerse | E g; & %.
1ft. Bofion, 1SamuEL STiLLmaN, 1{ 2{ | 4}261

Daniel Wild, '
John Carter.
2d. Bofton, THomas BaLpwin, 2 4155
Jacob Holland. ‘
*Bellingham, 48
Haverhill, tHezikian SMiTa. 10 1172
*Warren, +LutHer Baker. 52
1ft. Middleborough, Isaac Backus, i 87
Afael Shaw.
2d. Middleborough, Esenezer Hinns, 29
3d. Middlcborough, Samuer Neusow, - 3 2! 99
Elifha Clark, i
Nath. Barrows.
#*Charlton, Iz
* Royalfton, 142
*Wrcntham, tWiLLian WiLLiams. 38
*South Brimfield, +Erijas Covpixng. 155
Attleborqugh, . S O 2| 2| 66
William Collier.
*Wilbraham, +Seru Crark. 228
*Woodftock, 63
T Robert Stanton.
*Chelmsford, +Joun PECKENS. 88
Barnftable, Exocu Evrpringe, 1| 6o
Benjamin Hallet,
Gorham Lovell,

Jonathan Lewis.
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Churches. Miniflers & Mefengers. |29V R
IHER
*New-Salem, tJosian OrcuTT, ISLR | ‘43
*Leiceiter, 43
*Freetown, 20
* Medfield, 41
1 Edward Clark.
Harwich, ABner Lewis, 2f (2| 1] 79
Deacon Chace, '
Peacon Smith,
Harvard, +Isa1an Parker. 2 1 § 5
Newton, Josern Grarroxn, 1 100
Edward Huall.
#Salem (N. H.) _ , 57
*Norsthbridge, 4 Joun Coores. 46
*Cambr. & Woburn, +EL1As Saita. 82
* Afhburnham, —— 4 57
Providence, +StePHEN GANo. 3 4207
Sturbridge, Zenas L. Leoxarp. 2 1127
*Templeton, . 123
Ncw.Row]cy’ SuusarL Lovr LL, 2 3| 1] 2| 44
Jofeph Goodridge.
Bridgewater, +GeorGe Rosinsow, 5 47
| Fames Recd, '
James Perkins,
Ephraim Willis.
*Wefton, 18
*Randolph, +Joer Brigas. 58
*Carver, - : 50
* Hollis, 30
*Marfhfield, _ 26
* Hardwick, 35
*Belcherton, +SamvueL Bigerow, 20
*1ft. Sutton, +Davio RaTHBUN. | §7
*2d. Sutton, +Wwm. BaTcHELDER. 53
Danvers, — 8 58

|
Total  32[13] 9,22,3422

4 Asthe Brethren who were appointed to write the Circular
and Correfponding Letters failed in preparing them; Voted, that
Brother Grafton and Dr. Lovell be appointed to write the former,
and Brother Baldwin the latter.

5. Received and rcad letters from the followinf Aflociations.
From the Stonington, letter and minutes, by their meflenger, Brother
Pardon Tillinghaft. From th¢ Bowdoinham, minutes and letter;
but no meflenger. TFrom the Woodftock, letter and minutes, by the
hand of Brother Elifha Andrews. Brother Otis Robinfon, the meflen-

ger
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ger from the New.Hampfhire Aflociation, was detained on the road by
an unfavourable incident, which prevenicd our receiving either their
minutes or letter. 1he minutes and lctter, from the Shuftfbury

Affociation, were received ; but no meflenger.
Adjourned until ¢ight o’clock to-morrow morning ; cencluded wy

prayer. . .
Seymon in the evening by Brother Grafton, from LEgcle, xii. 12.

Weongspay T orNing, Seplember 12.

At cight o’clock, Brothcr Zenas L. Leonard preached from
Rev. ii. 4. After which, praver introduory to bufincfs was made
by the Clerk, and proceeded as follows.

6. Keceived and read a letter figned by Daniel Iticks, and
Jofeph Pierce, in behalf of a numver ot Baptiif Cilurches called the
Groton Conference, wilhing to open a correlpond® e with us:

7. Voted, To fend meldengers to the Groton Conference agreea.
bly to their requeft, hoping it may be a mean of promoting Chriftian
candour, and of mutuul advantage.

8. Appointed Brothcr Zenas L. Leonard to write the Circular
Letter for next year.

9. Appointed Brother William Collier to prepare thc correfs
ponding Lectter.

10. “Appointed Mefengers to correfponding Atfociations. On
account of the fever at Philadelphia, omitted {cnding any meflengers
to that Affociation. To the Shafifbury, appointed Elder Samuel
Bigelow. To the Stonington, Brethren Jofeph Grafion, and Zenas
L. Leonard. To the New-York, William Collicr. ‘I'o the New.
Hampfhire, Meflrs. Andrcvs, ¥. Smith, und Lovell.  Bowdoinham,
Elias Smith, To the Groton Conterence, Mefirs. Hinds, Baldwin,
and Gano.

11.  Appointed Dr. Stillman, Dr. Smith, Mr. Backus, Mr. Bald-
win and Mr. Grafton, a committee, to whom any perivns taxed to
religious teachers of other dcnominations, whom they do not choofe
to hear, may apply for advice.

12. Voted, 'That it be earneftly recommended to the feveral
Churches, that they have a contribution for allifting the fociety in
Harwich, who have loft feveral hundreds of dollars in property taken
from them, and in attempting to recover it by law have expended fev-
eral hundreds more. It is hoped the Churches will not be inatten-
tive to this requeft, and that they forward their colle&ions to the
next Affociation.

13. Recommended to the Churches, that they colle& for the Ed-
ucation Fund.

14. Chofe Mr. James Harrifon, and Deacon Daniel Wild,
Truftees of the Baptifi Education Socicty, in the room of Rev. Thomas
Green, refigned, and Deacon Richard Gridley, deceafed.

15. Appointed Meflrs. Grafton, Holland, and Wild, 2 commit-
tee, to receive and diftribute the money colle&ed for the widows of
minfters deceafed. Adjourned
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Adjourncd until two o’clock ; prayer by brother Tillinghaft,

WebNESDAY, Two o'CLock.
Met according to adjournment.
16. Read and accepted the Circular Letter, prepared by Mefirs.
Grafton and Lovell.
17. Read and accepted the Correfponding Letter, prepared by
Brother Baldwin.
18, Agreed to the following fupplics.
Mr. Lovell, 4th. Lord’s Day in O&ober,
Danvers, {Mr. Andrews, 2d. in January.
Mr. Samuel Nelfon, laft in May.
Mr. Read, 1ft. in Oé&ober.
Actleborough, {Mr. Samuel Nelfon, 1ft. in November.
Mr. Daniel Hicks, 3d. in February,
Framingham Mr. Read, 2d. in O&ober.
Society, Mr. Lovell, 1ft. in May.
1g. Voted, to lold our next Aflociation at the fecond Baptift
Mecting-houfe in Middleborough, the Tuefday after the firlt Wednef-
day in September, 1799, at two o’clock, P. M.
2c. Appointed Brother Jofeph Grafton to preach the intro.
du&tory Sermon, and in cafe of failure, Brother George Robinfon.
'The bufinefs being finithed at four o’clock, the Modcrator concluded
by prayer. lmmediately after, Brother Andrews preached from
Ads xiv. 22 ; and in the evening Brother Collier, from LEphefians
i, 1.

CIRCULAR LETTER.

The ELDERS and MESSENGERS # 4 feveral CHURCHES

ziact in AssociaTioM at Barntable, September 11th and 12tk 1798,
JSend Chriftian Salutation.

BeELovED BRETHREN,

HROUGH the tender mercy of God, we have been indulged

with another of our anniver{ary feafons; and it would have
attorded as peculiar pleafure, had we fecn more of our miniffering
breihren, and to have obtained particular information from the
Churches.

Suffer us, Brethren, to call yvour attention to the importance of
holding faft the profeflion of our faith. We live at a pertod in which
infidelity prevails ; when iniquity abounds ; when loofe principles in
matters of religion greatly increafe, and the judgments of Heaven
impend over our country. Arc not thefc important confiderations
to ftimulate the Chriftian to hold faft his profeffion ; to ftand firm in
the belief of the important z7uts of revealed religion ; to maintain the
glorious do&rines of grace ; to imbibe and exhibit the tempers of the

great Redeemer, and to live in unifcrm obedience to all his com-
mands ?

True
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T'rue religion is uniform ; it iscver the fame. So is human nature,
Therefore, the objetions againft, and the difficulties attending it,
will be ever the fame. Though circumftances may vary, and the
enemy may attack under new, and different forms ; yect from the
fume fourcc, viz. the depravity of the human heart, will the Gofpel
be oppofed ; and man, while under the influence of h.is native tem-
per, will endeavour, by all his wit and invention, to invalidate the
authenticity of Divine Revelation, to fubftitute fome {yftem, which
would rob God of his glory, and indulge man in pride.

This, Prethren, is the radical caufe of all the corrupt, vile, and op-
preflive fyftems of religion, which have been, or are now in our
world. The religion of Jefus Chrift. is fo calculated to ftain the
pride of man, that he makes every objection that unfanétified reafon can
invent ; and ever will, until, by the irrefiltible power of divine grace,
his heart is renewed, and he cordially accepts and admires the doc-
trine of the crols. Who, Brethren, will vindicate th: caufe of the
dear Redcemer, will maintain his vifible kingdom, and fhew their
attachment to, and zeal for him, if thofe who have profefled his name
do not ? Was there ever a day fince the firft fettlement of our coun-
try when the friends of revealed religion have had greater occafion
to exert their ftrength and influence, to fupport the caufe of Churiit-
ianity, and to appear more decided on the behalf of truth ?

The faints of God, in every age, and under every difpenfation,
have had their peculiar trials, have been oppofed by the {pirit of the
world. Witnefs Noah, Lot; Abraham, Mofes, and all the Prophets,
down to the Chriftian era. No {fooner was the Saviour born than
Herod fought his life.  For near three hundred years after Chrift-
ianity appeared, it was uniformly oppofed by earth and hell ; yet to
the praite of God’s grace, it was triumphant. The bufh has been on
fire, but not confumed ; and glory to God, it never fhall be. If we
rclle& upon the everlalting love of God to his people 5 hir almighty
power; his univerfal dominion ; the great and precious promifes of
bis grace, and the tender care Ae has ever manifelted for 4is Church,
we thall find fupport and comfort, under al! the evils of this life.
Many uare the afflitions of the righteous, but the Lord delivereth him
out of them all. Let us truft in the Lord. Let us perfeverc in
well doing.  Remember, Brethren, the caufe is God’s.  The govern-
ment is in the hands of our Almighty Repremer. A few more tri-
als—a few more confliéts, and our warfare will be accomplithed : —
Then all to come, will be glory, immortality, eternal life.

Some of our dear Brethren,* who often met in Affociation with us,
have recently left thefe mortal {hores, and we truft, through grace,

have

* The Rev. Boxyamin FosTer, D. D. of the City of New-York. He was fev-
eral yoars Paltor of the Church in Leicefter, and was a member of this Affociation.
We have been informed from good authority, that he died in the triumphs of faith.
The other nerfon referred to, was our much efteemed Brother, Deacon Richarn
GrioLey, member of the firft Buptiit Church in Bofton. He was 2 judicious, up-
right and uniform Chriftian. For ncar half a century, was a ufcful member in the

Church of Chrift.  He came to his grave in a full cgr, like a frock of corn coming
in, m his fcafon. He died JAit. 70.

bt . . - .
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have arrived to the poaceful haven of eternal reft. May we b8
followers of them, who are now inhcriting the promifes! May the
grace of our Lord Jefus; Chriit, the love of God the Father, and the
communion of the Holy Ghott, be with you all. Amen.

.

T4 WARREN ASSOCIATION, met in Barnftable, September it
and 12, 1798, > the feveral AssociaTions in cur Correfpondence;
[fendeth Crrifliar Salutation.

Drarer DBrrovep, _ |
E live in a period diitinguifhed by the moit remarkable
and intcrefting events. Ncar half of Europe isin a ftate of
revolution, and the fame fentiments are extending to other quarters
of the globc. The prophecies relating to the overglrow of the Papal
tyranny are rapidly fulfilling. Superftition and idolatry are fuperfed-
ed by infidelity and atteifm. Men are {cldom free from pepoffeflion and
bias ; and very commonly vibrate from one extreme to another.
Thus while they are trying to difengage themfclves from the fhae-
kles of bigotry and fuperftition, they infenfibly full into thofe demoral-
izing fentiments which tend to leflen their cfteem for the truth, if
not wholly to cfpoufe the caufe of error.

Beloved, wc have need to watch on the right hand and lef;, and
abftain from all appearance of evil, both in principle and pradice.
Let us not adopt any thing for truth mercly becaufe our fathers
believed it, nor reje& any truth whick they believed and pra&ifed, for
the fake of thowing ourfelves wifer than they. Lvery part of facred
truth is precious, and we are by no means at liberty *~ ° .. . lingle
article in favour of the moft popular error.

We are happy, dear Brethren, to find by our correfpondence with
you, that on thefe points you entertain the fame fentiments with our-
felves. It is with pleafure that we obferve an increafing union of fen-
timent, both in doétrine and pra&ice, among the different Aflociations.
We hope the time is not far diftant, when we fhall all be perfeétly
joined in one judgment, and fhall all fpeak the fame things.

We afk a continurmice of your friendly correfpondence, and wifl: it
were i1l our power to communicate to you a more interefting account
of our churches. But alas! we have great reafon for mourning,
lamentation and teif abafoment.  The uncentral fituation of our pre-
fent meceting has prevented many of our churches from atteading at
this time.

Brethren, pray for us, and God forbid that we fhould negle@ to
pray for you and ull the other branches of Zion. Wifhing you an
increafe of light, knowicdze, love and holinefs, with a continued ac-
ceflion of numbers of fuch as {hall be fuved in the day of the Lord
Jefus, we fubfcribe ourfelves yours in the faith and fellowfhip of the

gofpel,

Signed in betalf of the Afficiation,
'THOMAS BALDWIN, Moderator,

JOSEPII GRAFTON, Clert.




