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winuwuuLakK LEUTER,
FROM THE

B Warren Baptit Aflociation,

id at STURBRIDGE, Mafachufetts State, September 3tk
B and oth, 1789, addreffed by their Committee to the Churcires
W in conveclion, and fent with their Minutes to the correfponding
B Afociations. |

" T E the committee who were appointed to revife and a.
EY' YV bridge the manufeript of the Rev. Mr. Backus, onthe
i 8port of th: minifters ot the gofpel, being at a diltance from
ch other, found that we fhould be obliged to detain the mi-
iites too long from the prefs, by attending to the bufinefs of our
gpointment, have therefore reprinted an extract from a fermon
g that fubje&, which was preached by a worthy minilter of our
< fimomination in Fngland 168, which we have taken from Mr.
v, {Meach’s metaphors, p. 259, and we hope will be acceptable to
5 §he churches. We pray God that old truths may have new ef-
¥ B8, « Cor. ix. 14 Ewen fo hath the Lord ordained, that they
bich preach the gofpel, [hould live of the gofpel. -
¥ Thefe words call not only for the maintenance of minifters,
§@for fuch aplentiful contribution, as may make them par-
Vlers with you in all good things. If God blefs the congre-
ylition with a plentiful portion of this world’s goods, it is their
iy to make their minifter a party with them in their flourith-
"condition. And confidering the place and employment he 13
1 and the fervice he attends, it would be extremely unworthy
‘3 think you have done enough, if his preiling neceffities be an-
Aered, while you abound in fuperfluities. 1f the congregation
g poor . their minifter muft be content to be poor with them,
Wk, rejoice to approve himfelf a minifter of Chrift, by hunger
sd nakednefs, if the providence of God call him thereto : but
il it is in the power of your hand to provide beuter for him,
ged expells it from you, and, be no! deceived, God is not mocked,
ither will he fufler his commands to be flighted and evaded,
MWithout renderi: ¢ z juflt rebuke to the offender 5 for whatfoeuer
man forwweth, that fball be alfo reap.

& ¢ Now that you inay the better und land how far you are
gbncerned in this duty, belore I proceed to the further preiling
W it, let m= put you in rentembrance ;

2% ‘1. That a miniller is bound t attend wholly aud oply
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s BPWRRYEY of equity and juftice. And from hence aur apoftle
( 2 ) W takes his firlt ples, in 1 Cor. g, 7. &c. Whaogo th awarfure

. . . o | iy time at bis own charges 2 Who planteth a Vineyard, and cata
upon his ealling in the miniftry, and notto enfangie hu.nfelf ¥ 9bnot the fruit thereof 2 Or who feedetly a flack, and eateth nat of the
the affairs of life, that he may pleafe him by whom he is called 4 wiik of the flock 2 The miniftry is a warfare, undertaken at the
to his fpiritual warfare ; and nothing but real neceflity “}aY‘,d*ft, ] command of Chrilt, for the fervice of your fouls; and it is as
penfe with the contrary.  His whele time and ftrength is little | reafonable that the minifter thould receive a {upply of outward
enough to be employed in the work and fervice he is calied to, | things {rom you, as that a faithful foldier thould receive his pay

He mutt give him/elf to the miniftry ¢« the werd, and prayer; from his captain, at the charge of the commonwealth, for whofe

and continue in readiqg, medi?ati.m, dic. asa man wholly d" 1 good be militates, Shall a man feed a flock (as a paftor docs)
votedto the gofpel fervice; ancis therefore, by hiurall tothemi, § /e 4enind 10'ear of the milk of that flock, which it is his

niftry, fecluded from thofe vays and means of providing for ks work to keep and feed? Or, is it confiftent with common
own [ubfiltence, as the trades and fecular erployments of a‘t,lfm | jaftice, to deprive a man of the fruit of that Vineyard, which ig
furnifh them with, that his mind, by the cares of worldly bufi. | pianted 2nd manured by his own labour ? Such s the cale, in

. : € 2C . ? . . o . e
nefs, may not be diverted from that ftudy ol Gea’s woid, 44 ‘ rdpeft of maintenance, between a min fter and the people.--

care of fouls, which the duty of bis i'ation engageth him to, { Jtisnot your charity that I afk for himn, but juftiee and debt that

And if he may not exr e himf&lf W r!\e.careful .thoughts that, lphad for: he i~ employed in your fervice, and ofright ﬂuuld
accompany worldly butinefs, though tending to his own profit, ive upon your charge; nay, you have called him off from other
certainly it is no way meet, that he ﬂ’ofﬂ.d be lef.t to confli@ bufinefs, and therefore his” maintenance ‘s due from you, as is
with the cares of a neceflitous condition, whillt thofe be the wages of your fervant, though I fear fome give more to the

minifters to have means to prevent 1t. £ other men: 1o ‘meaneft fervant in their houfe, than they are willing to do to
2. It is ro lefs the duty of a minilter than of other men;. OAI:‘lcir minilter, ~ Certainly, if you chufe as you ought, your mi.

provide for his family, and (what lies in him) to take ‘care of § ifters are not of the loweft of the people, tut may be allowed

his wife and children, that they may not be expofed to a thau-1 bto have a thare of parts, common prudence, and ability for buy.

-fand miferies and temptations, when he is gone, I confef;,,gﬁ&; finefs, with other men ; and could manage trades, or fall into

all men in the world, a covetous, raking temper worft becomes other employments, and get eftates as well as you, if they were

a minifter; but we creatly miftake, if we think he muft divelt 00t devoted 1o a better Jervice : and mult they neec s be devoted to

himfelf of the due affection of an hufband towards his wife, or eliities aud mifery, in the fame hour that they er -+ upon the

of a father towards his children ; or, that thefe fruits thereof, b minittry ? my brethren, this ought not fo be.  Let your mi.

which ar¢’ jultly efteemed commendable in others, fhould bea | niftershave as cood a treatment at leaft, as the law provided for
faultin him. ) <. ¥ heox that treads out the corn, who might not be muzz/ed. Nei-
- 3. “Anelder, o bithop is under a fpecial cI}arge to ufe hofpi- § der was this written for the lake of oxen; for, dorh God take
tality, 2=, 7 in himfelf a pattern of cglanty, and camgaf- sire of oxcn? or were there no higher end of this law, than that
firnate bovaty to poor fouls 3 and if it be his duty to be hofpita- § 4. brute creature fhould not be :bafd ? certainly there was ;
blc and charitable in an emirent degree, then without contro. ¥ Ardfor your fukes no doubt was this wriiten, that be that vloweth,
veily the people are concerned to ;nde.avour that he may befc? ¥ bouldploy iy hepe ; and he that threfheth i hope, thould bepartaker
puble of giving proof of this grace in him, by the exercife of it § ¥ bis hope : Jorif we have forn wunte you [piritual 1hings,is it a
43 there 1s occafion. | . § treat thing if we {hall reap your caraad things ?
* Thefe things teing premifed, I fhall ‘hew you, that yo | “>econdly; 1he Lord hath nee left us to argue this only from
lic under the firongeft olligation 1maginable to this duty ; ) tenerul principles of reafon, and common equity ; but to pat
“ 1. Bythe law of nature. the matter beyond difpute, hath fuperadlcd his exprefs command

r. 4 'ﬂl" . N . R . . .
* 2. By the exprzis command and apporntment Of,Ch"d ” Thus he provided for his minifters in the time of the law, whic
€ 3 On the account of the great znd manifeft evil an |

¢onvenience, that foliows the negle<t thereof. ‘ 5
¢ Firlt 5 ‘The law 5 .dfight of nicare obligeth you to it, as e




~ the Apéfilc urgeh in the next placa- 1 {or. 9. \ g yT"

tbe temple ¢ and they swhich wait at th. altar, are partakers with
the altar? God did no {ooner fep:aara the Lewites to the fervies
ot the fanctuary, but he by law prvited for their fubfiftence
and though they were but one tribe i+ cwelve, yet the tenth of
the increafe of the whole lnnd was given to ihem, befides the
firft fruits and pfferings, and divers other advantages ; [o that
their lot mightequal, yea, exceed that of theirbrethren, Thislaw
18 now abregated, and we pretend to no right of tithing your
eftates ; buc the equity of it can never ceale; neith r hath

Chrilt left gofpel minifters ro the wide world, but hath made proe |

v:fion for them alfo, {o far as the interelt of his command willga
with them that profefs his name ; for fa it follows ©. 14. Even
Jo kath the Lerd vrduined, that they awhich preach the gofpel,
thould iive of the gofpel.  "Uhe laboureris tll worthy of his hire,
and not the le/s 1ocr thy, becaule he Jabours in the gofpel. Though
indeed (if men did fully come up to their duty, yer ftill) the
charge of gofpel werthin will appear very inconiiderable. when
compared with that of the law; fur were that my bufinefs, I think
I could demonttrate, that the fifth part of their eftates was jearly
to befpent in things relating to the temple fervice.

¢ ‘Tlhurdly : That you may prevent the evi/ and inconvenience
that follows the neglet of this duty, it concerns you cheerfully
to ;verQifc it: I might have faid, evils and inconveniencics, as of
mi2ny, for many there are, and thofe cf eafy obfervation to an
anprejudiced eye; but it is the difccuragement of ffudy, whichat
prefent 1 chiglly aim at. “that ftudy muft needs be difcouraged
(Lintend the tudy of theology) by the people’s neglet to make
4 coretortable provifion for their minifters, is too evident tore
quirea proot.  Whn will apply himfelt to pather and lay up
thole {lor:s ot fulid learning, which are necdful to a miuifter,
Wh‘j‘“ iic can expect to purchafe nothing to himfelt but poverty
abddiftrefs thereby ? or how fhall a minifter be capable to fur-
nith hisnfelf with univer fal knowiedye of things relating to this
work, that hath no means for providing fur his own informa.
tion, Or 1o tinge free from cares and worldly bufinefs ? and the
dify-tvantage of this will wt latl fall to the thare of the people that

know, tht they which mini-ter about hoiv things, live of the things of Jwere criginally written in Hebrew and Greck, muft have an hard
| forehead, if he deny the ufefulnefs of lezrning to a minilter ;

‘ And if we
are fenfible of the great privilege and blefling of the gofpel, on
- higher accounts than merely the eafe of thofe Murthens. we fhall
never think much to defray the moderate charge of a gofpel mis]
niftry, in such a manner as to give reputation to our profeﬁion.}

tion,

experience that this is not the moft eligible.
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befides mony other things there are that call torit, in reference
tothe opening of the feriptures, which 1 cannot now infiit upen.

{ And it is not without diligent and continued ftudy, that rie deep

tiings of God can be fearched out, and o propoied to you, as tu
wrich your mind with th:. clear 2nd isiid knowludge of them,
[ confefs a little learning, and lefs ftudy. raay furnifh a man with
fucha difcourfe, as may pleafe fome weak per{ons, that judge of

‘2 fermon by the loudnefs of the voice, andaffeQicnate fentences,

o can fancy themfelves to be fed with the athes of jingling
words, and cadency'of terms in a difcourfe. Rutalas! the
feming warmth of affeCion thatisftirred vp by luch means,isas
frort liv'd as a land flood that hath no fpring to feed 1t, He that
vill do the fouls of his people good, and approve himielf a paftor
tfter God’s own heart, mault feed them with knowledge and
snderftanding, and endeavour to maintain a coaftant zeal and
afetion i them, by well informing their judgments, and
fach an opening of the mind of God {rom the fcriptures as may
command their confciences—and this is not to be expecled,
bu: from him that labours in his ftudy, as well as in the pulpat.
Miltake me not ; I know the fuccefs and fruit of all the {tudies

and labours of men that preach in the gofpel, is from the grace

and power of the Holy Ghoft, but the afilance of the [pirit is to
be expected by us in the way of our duty. Thefe things might
beyét applied more hometo my prefent purpofe ; but perhaps
fome will think there is tco much .. 2 already {though I heartily
wilh more were not needfu’) and my time calls mc to put a pe-
tiod to this exercife.’

Two queftions yet remain to be confidered, which belong to
this important fubjet, viz. 1. In what method may this duty
be difcharged. 2. 'T'o what penalty are members of churches
(fix:jc&ed, who, though able, refule to obey this law of Jefus
hrift ?

Firft, by what method may the churches fupport the gofpel
miniltry > anfwer, every church is at liberty to chule its own
method. ‘L'here are three methods which we beg leave to men-

1. By a volunvary fubfeription.  But it has been found by long
It is an ealy thing

fra man to fign is name to a paper, butit has been found ex-



tremely difficulf, and1n many 1njtances im,
money that had been fubfcribed.  Hence many minifters haye
contraéted debts for the fupport of their families in confidence
of the money fubfcribed, who havc been unable to pay them:.
and thereby their feelings andtheircharaltershave hccnwounded’.

( 7 )

[A brief ACCOUNT of the BAPTIST DENOMINATION,

within the FourTeeN STATEs of NORTH-AMERICA.

2. A fecond method is by raifing a fund in the refpetive ﬁ"“"’ . e e e S e e e e S
churches, and fappmprmting the annual intereft of it to the |~ r’-"?‘."»’i”"" ‘;\';1"’;;'";*’»‘(“‘1%: Chbs. li, T, of belding [T c.chhs Adiv- Memb,
mainterance of the gofpel miniftry. T : L | owdo:nham allarhudctts ! Sept ) 8¢ ¥e o0
which fuch funds mag b}; raifed g h l'l']l?‘;e aref many ways by | IVew Hamplhire|Mafl. N. Hamplhire  |2d. Wed. June! 8 - 490

‘ $ may ed, which will be ealy to the people, 1 \#Wo dit-ck Vermont, Mofl. N H 4'h Wed Sept | 24/ 14] 90
viz. By weekly, monthh, or quarterly aflociations of the friends | /erm »2 N. H. Vermont, N Y 1f. Wed. OQ.f 100 6] 480
of religion, who may fpend their time at fuch meetings on fome | §#-re» N. H. Muff. R. I. Con. { Tueflayafie| ) \
dotrine or pradticein the churches, and ar each meeting throw Rbode 17and  IMafl. Rbode.10 t. Wed. Sep. ¥ ( 251 3399
into a common ftock 1s. 25. more or lefs as they fhall agree ; ,::,;,, e M:{T‘ R Nf Z(,nﬁ?fﬁm,.s’}" ?:d; jww' i 13 452

\ ) o . . Jorvd.e it
amqng.then.xfel\.res: }.iow‘ever {fmall this fund may appear atthe | itonington R. land, Connccticut gd. Tuefd. (l;gt :;' 120";‘?2
beginning, it will in time increafe fo much as to become a mat. Jan'ury Conncéticut, New-Yorkg'h Wed. Sepr | 120 8lc 820
ter of importance. Such perfons as have it in their power may 10}$hafisbury Mafl. Ve moat, N. Y. 1. Wed. Junc 14 10} 1130
give while living, or bequeath at their death certain fums depo. |, ulPhiladelpbis g::n NI;{.'] NM{:.{,?'“- Tuef. 0& | 55 40| 3500
fited in the danding fund.—Thus fome of our churchesto the § |. .. . o 3dSa. Aug V |
weltward fupport the gofpel. wlalifoury HD"I' Maryld. Virginia {gd Sas0M| 14 5| sico

A third method is by a wa/untary aflefment upon the eftates ;’ Redfone Ohio river, Peunlylvania uncertain o'c. . 80a
of cach member of the congregation.  Let a lift of prapertybe | auth Kentucky |Virginia ‘ do. cr2png)

e fociet o igNorth ditto do. 4bF.MayO& | 12 c,10] 3°°°
riven in to the focicty, and cach perfon’s vroportion of the ex- | idXtochron Maryland, Virginia "It Sat. O& 12! o' noe

) eeat - . . . ) : . 10. 7
pence be alcertained by it ; in this cale, there will be an equality, | 1#Chppawancs - do, 24 Sat. Sept | 12{ 6! 'j':o
for each member of the fociety will bear his part of the bus. range Difiricy do. 2d Tiid. O&. | 31f 2204300
fiexz. Nor can we think that any but the covetous will ob. U’”" ditto C e e do. HUErMay 081 26 36 ¢47C0
ject to it. No man in this cafe will pay more than he can afford, . : Aﬁw ditto  |Virginia, N. Carclina 1l Sa.May 0. ‘81‘"'05 820
ordine to his ef ') R iddle ditts do. 348at May O& 261 24°20CC
according to s c.tate. : Lower ditto do 31 Sat May

2. T'o what penalty do thofe members of churches fubje& and Kefukey] ] North-Carolina 31 Sat. Oct }4 51 45"'5303
themfclves, who, though able, refule to obey this law of Chrift? Reanste ditte ~ |V irginia, N. Carolina |4 hSat.Ma\Otif 18’ 18c. 1500
anfwer, they fly in the face of divine authority 5 and are guilty | 4« Creek [North-Carolina S A roga
of an act of difobedience to the command of Jefus Chrift; and per do ' 54.“)';:?:"'{),& ,' i
' . . . K « o . . ; N, . vdle AUTFr Y 11 ¢1C, co
an act ofmjufm,e‘to their minilter, as ob'erved mth.e extralts B 8Bessel do. and S. Carolina 2d Sat, An;_; 166, 9:'. ;co
therefore we believe that they ought to be dealt with as any barleflon do.  |4th Sat. Ot ] o0 17 18
other delinquent members. Molt certainly they walk diforderly. §? Georgia Georgia and  do.  |3334t.MayOet§ 30, 22 264

It they loved their adorable malter and his caule; they would not
refule to fupport it acco:ding to their ability. '
‘Thole perfons who go fromother focieties to fave their moneys
ought fo find no protection among the Baprift churches, and we
mult believe this is theirmotive, if they refule to pay their pro-
portion of the expence of the gofpel among us,
Signed mbehalf of the Afficiativn,
Frijann Copbing, Modcrator,
Lronas Gare, Clerk.
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times of helding the affuciations a-e meationed ; but i’ ie to be obf 1
"tis mentioned tft, 2d, 3d, 4th 3aturday in fuch 2 mor.ch,it ough in manyl
eafes to be Satarday before theift, 2d, 3d 4thSundayin themonth. The afluciatinnsin hgll
northetn Nlates arc holden gcncrally two days, but in the fouthern ftates at leaft threg I
‘The miniflers afcertained zre all ordained, but there arc as many mere licenfolfl
reachers. The numbers confift of members in full communion, but the adhereats .,
fuppofed to be four times as many, Of 200,000 more. 3
This ftat. meat was principally colledted in ORoher 1789, by John Afplund in Sow &
ampton, V. rpinia, who devotes himfelf entirely to travelling, in order to difpenee thflf:
gofpel, and tu he acquaintel with the RRate of the baptifts in America. He will (ifGod
permits) give a more perfr& account of all the churches—their name— conftitution |
—what ftat* and county they lic in—what affociations they belony to—their paftenii
— licenfed p. ‘a hers—order, and number of members in full comraunion—thelr tisg
of monthly an. quarterly meetings. Alfo an account of the affociations ; their conedl
flitutions, plan «nd fentiments. This beok he intends to publilh within eight off
pine months. | is recuelt d that the leading minifters from every afTeciation : would

fenc him fome int. ligeuse, that the work may be wicful,

~ N. B. The
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