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MINUTES, &%

TuEsDAY, Seplember 13.

T ten o’clock, A. M. Dr. Smith delivered a difcourfe

from Prov. iv. 7. % Wifdom is the principai thirg ; therefere
get wifuom, and swith all 1hy getiing, get underflanding.”

2. At two o’clock, P. M. Dr. Samuel Stillman, agreeably to
appoiutment, preached the introdu&ory fermon from 1 Cor. 1. 18.
& For the preaching of the crofs is to them that perifb foolifbmefs, but unto
us who are jfaved, it is the power of God.” ~After which colleéted
for the widows and children of minmifters deceaied.

. Chofe Dr. Stillmai, Aoderator, and Brother Thomas
Baldwin, Cler#.
. Read letters from the feveral churches, and took the follow-
fng account of the members added, dJifmiffed, excluded, or who'
have died, the paft year ; alfo the prefent number in each church,

~N.B. Tle names ofordained minifters are in fmall capitals ;
licenfed prcachers in ftafie. Thofe minifters with this mark* were
not prefent. Churches marked thus + we had no information from

this fefion. Vacant churches dittinguithed by 2 dath .
L NI TN,
Churches. Miniflers & M fensers. "-;; E 8 BN i g
. . . ™ ; 3 . .R.. ‘ a
1ft. Bofton, SamurL StiLLmay, 7° 1 1 4 2€C§

Danel Wild, ! ;
John Wait.
2:1. Boiton, . Txomas Bavpwin, . 24 1. 3 212
Jacob Holland,
Richard Smith.

Havérhill, Hezexian Smitu, - 2 ‘4. 185
Timothy Jackman, - N .
Warren, *Luruer Baker, 4 2 1' 62

i

Ichabod Cole, o

Edward Kelly. | |

1ft. Middleborough, Isaac Backus, 5 2 ' 99
, Jonathan Wafhburn, i

- Jolkua Wathburn. | !

2d. Middleborough, S 6i - ? 33

I

- - -
-

- v .-

5 Peter Hoar, ,

Herman Pierce.

3d. Middleborough, Samuer Nsrson, {5 { !
Elifha Clark, - Lo
David Jacobs. | L




Wrentham,
Atleboro’,

Chelmsford,

Barnftable,
Medfield,
Harwich,
Harvard,

Newton,

+ Salem, (N.H.)
1- Northbridge,
Woburn,

+ Aihburnham,
' Providence,

Templeton,

Rowley,

‘Bridgewater,

Wefton,
Randolph,

Carver,

-~
-N

Mnifiers &3 Mcffengers.

Wittian WiLtians,
Jofeph Guild,

Samuel Gaild,
Nathaniel Aldrich.
Jauss Rssp,
William Everett,
David Guild,
Joel Blackington.

.* Joun PsckEns,

John Spalding,
Jeremiah Warrea.
Joun Peax.

Asner Liwis.
Georce Rominsox,
John Hawks,

Jacob Willard.
*Josern GrarTON,
Jeremiah Richardfon,
Gerfhom Hyde.
S —————] . \ ]
*Joun CoorER. w7
Essnezex Nersoy,
Jofiah Convers,

Jacob Eaton.

StepHEN Gavo,

Asa MEesskr.

ELisua’ ANDREWS,
Jacob Wales,

Jothua Tucker,

Jothua Everett.
*Suusaer LovELL,
Charles Wheeler.
VALENTINEW.RATHBUN,
James Perkins,

Jefle Howard,

Daniel Tolman.

Samuel Pratt,
Samuel Train.
JoeL Brices,
Zaccheus Thayer,
Benjamin Mann.
Joun Drew,
Alden Manten,

3
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Churches.

Marfhfield,

¢ 2. Sutton,
Danvers,

Londonderry,
*zd. Fmtown.
Marfhpee,
Newport,
Charleftown,
Rehoboth,

Beverly,

Grafton,

Miniflers & Mofengers.

Afa H
%onas Woods.

ARNABAS Prrxins,
Thomas Joyce,
Seth Curtifs,
William Curtifs, jun.
*WiLrian Bacusripeg,

Ifrael Porter,
Feremich Chaplin.
Ephraim Abbott,
Samuel Abbott.
%Jop BorbEn.
¢James Frezman.
Josaua Brapiry,
Samuel Barker,
Gideon Babcock,
ohn W. Davis,
illiam W. Vernon.

agIuEghaan

* Bavid Goodwin,

Oliver Holden.
ouN PiTmaN,
}ofcph Bucklin,
Sylvanus Newman.
Erisna WiLLiaMs,
Eleazer Wallace,
Charles Dennis.

John Hayden.

I

I i d

| 14

———

Total, |

262

Tafia
"ﬂ’?{g

50
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31

20 ;} 3064

5. Chofe Meflrs. Baldwin and Gano a Committee to appor-
tion and diftribute the money colle@ed for the widows, amount-

ing to Dolls. 59 70.

Adjourned until 8 o’clock to-morrow morning. Elder Backus

difmiffed by prayer.

Sermon in the evening by Brother Cornell, from Eph. ii. 6.
There was alfo preaching in feveral other places in the vicinity.

WEDNESDAY, Sepiember 144

Met according to adjournment. Prayer introdu®ory to bufis
nefs by Brother Burton.




v
>

t. Reccived Letters, Minutes and Mcflengers from eur fiter
Aflocistions. From the Philadelphian, Letter and Minutes, by
Dr. Smith. From the Clarlefton, Minutes. From the Storing-
ton, we reccived nc information. From the New-Hampfhire,
Letter and Minutes, by their Meflengers, Brethyen William Batch-
eldor and Henry Smith. From the Woodftock, Letter and Min-
utes, by their Meflenger, Brother Ariel Kendrick. From the
Shaftfbury, Letter and Minutes, by their Meilenger, Brother Jo-
feph Corniell. From the Bowdoinkam, Letter and Minutes, by
their Meflenger, Brother Ifaac Cafe. From the New-York, Letter
and Minutes, by their Meffengers, Brother William Collier and
Brother Ezekiel Robbins. From the Stmibridge, Letter and Min-
utes, by their Meflenger, Deacon Streeter. From the Leyden
and Danbury, Letters and Minutes.

2. The Circular Letter, prepared by Brother Chapiin, was
read and accepted. The Correfponding Letter, prepared by Pref-
ident Mefler, was alfo read and accepted,

3. Appointed Brother L. Bolles to wrice the Circular Letter
for next year ; and Brother Peak the Correfponding.

4. The Treafurer of the Baptift Education Society reported,
that the intereft belonging to the Scciety’s Funds, the laft year,
amounted to dolls. 73 60, which had been appropriated, agreeably
to the inftitution. Befides the fhares in the banks, there was a
balance in the Treafurer’s hands of dolls. 128 103 to which wag
added at that time by donations from individuals, and contribu-
tions from the churches, 32 dolls. 43 cents.

Upon this reprefentation, Dr. Smith prefented for the Society’s
Fund, from a gentleman 10 dollars, ard from a lady 10, whofe
names ke was not at liberty to mention. Brother Gano prefent-
ed 10 dollars in the fame way. Dr. Stillman alio prefented from .
an unknown friend 50 dollars. Alfo from the church at New-
port »1 dolls. 85 cents ; from the 2d. in Middlcborough, 5 dolls.
from the 3d. do. 3 dolls. 50 cents. Total, dolls. 100 35

5. Voted to recommend it to the churches of this - Aflociation,
which have not had collections for the Education Fund, to requeft
a contribution for that purpofe on the 2d Lord’s day in April next.

6. Voted, to requeft the feveral gentlemen, who have prefented
donations, to return the thanks of the Aflociation to the generous
Donors.

7. Chofe Dr. Smith, Dr. Stillman, Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Graf-
ton, and Mr. Briggs, a Committee to whom perfons taxed to oth-
er denominations may apply for advice.

8. Three hundred copies of the firft Number of the Mafachu-
Sfetts Baptip Miffonary Magazine were prefented, and inftantly fold.
Dr. Siillmarn then prefented 50 dollars from the fame pious gen-
tleman who gave the beforementioned 5o dollars to the Education
Society., May he never be weary in well doing. A very affege
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e .owo stter, from a young female, covering ten dollars, was als
fo addrefled to the Society, and communicated by Brotl er Recd.
From the church at Newport was alfo received 11 dolls. 78 cents;
from Brother Lewis and the church at Harwich, 4 dolls. 1o cents.

g. Appointed the following Brethren, Meflengers to fifter Afs
fociations, viz. to the Woodftock, Brethren Andrews, Peckens,
and Fletcher. To the Stonington, Brethren Rathbun, Baker, and
Bradley. To the New-Hampthire, Brethren E. Nelion and Con-
vers. To the New-York. Brethren Gano and Baldwin. 'T'o the
Bowdoinham, Brother Brudley. To the Groton Conference,
Brethren Pitman and Babcock. To the Sturbridge, Brethren
Robinfon, Rathbun, and Andrews.

10. Voted, to recommend it to the churches to encourage the
Miflicnary Seciety, by fubfcribing or contributing to its funds.

11. Agreed to the following fupplies. For Medfieid—Broth-
er Rand the Lord’s day preceding the next Grneral Elettion ;
Brother Reed the firtt Lord’s days in Nov. March and June;
Brother Perkins the 3d in O&. ; Brother S. Nelfon the 2d in Nov.;
Brother Samuel Abbot the laft in June. For Wefton—Brother
Briggs the 1t in Nov.; Brother S. Nelfon the Lord’s day pre-
seding the General Elecion, and Brother Rand preceding the next
Affociation.  For Grafton—Brother Lewis the $d in O&cber.
For Bellingham—DBrother Briggs the 1ft in Jan.; Brother Reed
the 1ft in April, and Brother S. Nelfon 3d in April.

12. The Circular Addrefs from the General Committee of the
Philadelphian Affociation was prefented and read.  Foted, That
we approve of the plan, and recommend it to our Brethren of this,
and our Correfponding Aflociations, to fend their ‘Minutes, and
fuch other information as they may judge proper, to the Committee.

13. Upon the requeft from the churches of Haverhill and At-
tleboro’, that the anfwer in our laft Minutes given to the query
from the church in Newport, fhould be qualified and explained,
it was voted, ¢ That although we anfivered that query in the af-
firmative, we did not mean that God fo decrees the various events
which take place in the world, as to influence any perfon to fin;
but that all events, however finful in their own nature, fhall fubferve
the purpofes of his own glory, and the beft good of the univerfe.”

14. Voted, to hold our next Affociation at the Second Baptift
Meeting-Houfe in Bofton, the Tuefday after the 1t Wednefday in
September next, at 2 o’clock, P. M.

15. Appointed Brother Gano to preach the introdu&@ory Ser-
mon, in cafe of failure, Brother Rathbun. The bufinefs being
finithed at 1 o’clock, Brother Cornell again preached to the people
at 3, and Brother Burton in the evening.



Circubar Letter.

T3¢ VVARREN ASSOCIATION fto the feveral CHURCHES
ebom they reprofent ; wifbing Grace, Mercy and Peace 12 b mal-

tiphied.

Dzar Brrrarsny,

T the clofe of this anniverfary, we beg leave to addrefs you
on the importance of a holy life. By this we do not mean
a mere profeffion of religion, or an attendance on the externa! du-
ties of it. Both thefe, we acknowledge, are important in their
place. But fomething more is neceffary to conftitute a holy chars
after. Genuine religion has its feat in the heart. It originates in
the renewing and fan&ifying influences of the Holy Spirit, and
conlifts in fupreme love to God, faith in, and habitual reliance up-
on, the Lord Jefus Chrift, and a prevailing defire after the perfec-
tion and enjoyments of the heavenly ftate. We are not, however,
to imagine, that religion has no concern with external condué. If
the tree is good, the fruit it produces wili be good alfo : If the
fountain is pure, the waters which ifflue from it cannot but poflefs
the fame quality. Vital religion, Brethren, is not a dormant, in«
operative principle. Wherever it exifts, it will influence the man
throughout. It w:il produce not only holy affe&ions, but a holy
praitice, and will fpread a divine luftre over the whole deportmen
and converfation. | \
The excellence and importance of fuch a life will hardly be dife
puted by any one, certainly not by you, Brethren, who, we hope
and believe, are experimentally acquainted with it. It is not, ine
deed, the matter of our juftifcation, or the meritorious grovnd of
our acceptance with God. For thefe divine bleflings we are in-
debted fokly to the atonement and advocacy of qur Redeemer.
But this, though a certain and glorious truth, and one that fhines
with pre-cminent luftre through the whole Bible, does not, in the
leaft, militate againf the neceflity of a holy life. That neceflity is
founded on the nature and will of Cod, and is, like himfelf, immu.
table and eternal. The man who expe€is to obtain the feiicities
of heaven without holinefs, is grofsly deluded. Xe builds his
houfe upon the fand, and unlefs his miftake is re@ified in time,
will certainly perifh in its ruins. Thofe whom God has forecknown
as the heirs of glory, he has predeftinated 4o be onformed to ike image
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of bis Son. He has cbafen sbem through furSification of the Spirit dnd
belief of the truth, to the end they might le boly and without biame
before him in love.

But the eftablithed connexion which there is betwixt holinefs
bere and happincfs bere.?[ter, is not cre -ily confideratio: which
claims our notice. Holinefs is «ffential to our happinefs in the
prefent as well as in the coming world. Ra:ional creatures cannot
be happy without the enjoynient of their Creator. This enjoyment
cannot be obtained by thofe who are not, in fome deigree, conform-
ed to his holy image. We canwot have communion with God, or
walk in the light of his couatenance, unlefs we habitually aim to
pleafe and glorify him. God is light, and that light muft irradi-
ate our hearts, or we cannot fzel a union to him ; for wbhat fellow-
JBip hath light with darkacfs ? God is a {pirit, and we muft be {pir-
itaally minded, or we cannot fee his glory. God is love, and that
love muft be fhed abroad in our hearts, or we cannot rejoice in him
as the bleffed and orly Potentate, nor exercife that divine bege in
him which maketh not afbamed.

This holy living is effeatial to our happinefs, at all ‘times, bat
more eminently {o in times of adverfity. It is, Brethren, one of
the diftinguithing excellencies of the religion we profefs, that itis
eapable of fupporting its fubje& under afliGions the moft heavy
and depreflive. Tlie men of the world have fometimes been amaz-
ed at the cheerfulnefs and ferenity they have obferved in pious per-
fons whofe outward circumftances were forlorn and wretched.
Contentment and trarquillity in the mid® of poverty, difgrace, and
bitter fufferings, have formed, in their view, an inexplicable para-
dox. - The experienced Chriftian is able to folve.it; hut his fulu-
tiont will, at the fame time, difcover the iraportance of a holy life.
"This compefure of mind is the lot of thofe Chriftians, and of thofe
snly, who live agreeably to their profeflion ; who live by faith in
the Son of God. Let wourldly troubles aifauit the Chriftian, when
at a diftance from his Saviour, and he is no better fortified againft
them than other men. '1'o the backilider, the day of aflli¢tion muft
be a day of furprife and terror. The ftorm overtakes him unpre-
pared. The promifes of the Gofpel, it is true, are {0 many inns,
intended to afford him fhelter and refrefhment.  But of thefe he is
anable to avail himfelf. They are. all ere&ted on the high way of
kolinefs, from which he has ftrayed. He is like a traveller who,
Kaving loft his way, is fuddenly overtaken by a dark and tempeltuous
night. - Alarmed, and. difconcerted, and loft, he knows not what
ecurfe to take. The light of worldly proiperity is fied, and the
hight of God’s countenance is not afforded him. The winds blow,
t}e. ftorm rages, the waters rife.  What can hc do? Shall he feek
relief from t‘i: world? But that cannot help him. Woful expesi-
enee has taught him the folly of confiding in its promifes. Shall
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he feck relief from God? Could he do this aright, it would a0t be
in vain. But, alas! the obRacles in his way are great, and appar-
ently infurmountable. God, he knows, is abie to help him. But
how can he make application to a Being, whon he is confcious he
has fo much, fo bafely offended 2 Guailt ftares him in the face, and
ftops his mouth as foon as he begins to implore the Divine mercy.
And this is not ali: Though guikt and thame fhould not hinder
him from making his fuit to God, he is flill embarrafled. God is
abfent, and he cannot find him. Like ove of old, he is ready to
fay, « Bebold 1 go forward, but be is not there, and bazdward, bus I can-
net perccive bim ; on the left band, ewbere be doth work, but I cannot beboid
bim ; be bideth bimfelf; en the right Land, but I cannot fee bim.> Could
be come aright to the throne of grace, he would obtain mercy, and
find grace to help in time of need. But how can he do this, when
faith is not in exerede ? Without faith, he knows, i is impoffible to
2'eafe God, er to obtain andience and acceptance with him. 1n a word,
how can he come aright, how can he cry, #bda, Faiber, when he
does not feel the fpirit of adoption, but is opprefled with that flav.
ifh fear, which attends the fpirit of bondage ?

" The Chriftian, who lives aright, paffes through fcenes of afflic-
tion in a very different manner. As he is watchful, they do ot
take him by furprife. As he is prayerful, he draws from the di-
vine fulnefs all needed fupplies of grace to fortify himfelf againft
them. As his heart is, in a good degree, difengaged from earth
and fixed on heaven, the heavielt lofs of temporal good does not
materially affect hus profpe@s. As he enjoys a fatisfactory evidence
of his intereft in the divine favour, he has z _ﬂrong bold in the day of
trouble. Though, in refpe& of outward circumflances, he walks in
darknefs, and has 16 light, he car ferenely truit in the name of the
Lord, and ftay himfelf upon his God. O, Brethren! how import-
ant, ia fuch a world as this, is the conftant and vigorous exercife
of grace in o 'r {ouls.

But this wo.ld is not to be our refidence always. 7The tmport-
ant hour is rapidly approaching when we muft die : an hour this,
big with corfequences of eternal moment. If we are the children
" of God, death, it is true, can do us no effential injury. He may,
howsver, greatly diiturb and terrify us. This he certainly will do,
f we are not afwally, as well as babitually, prepared for. his ap-
proach. It is a remark, founded on experience, that as Chniftians
kve, fo they die. Such as have been eminent for {pirituality, and a
clofe walk with God, generally meet death with ferenity and joy.
The reverfe is uiually the unhappy lot of thofe who have been re-
mifs in duty, and much engaged v ith the vanities of the world.
Indeed, it feems impoflible, without a miracle, it fhould be other-
wife. If the exercife of grace is neceflary to our peace.and com-
fort in a tune of adverfity, it is much more {o ir that awful mo-
ment, when time with us is ready to clofé, and eternity, with its




{ ]

tremendous realities, is fet full in our view. You wiil readiiy ace
knowledge, Brethren, that death muft be very formidable to an
awakened finner. The reafon is, he has no evidence of his being
prepared for that eternity on which he is about to enter. The
fame reafon will 2pply, in a degree, to the good man, whom death
finds at a diftance from his God. Such a fate is incompatible
with a well founded affurance of a title to heaven. That hope,
which maketh not athamed, originates in the love of God fncd
abroad in the heart. In proportion as our love is cold, our prof-
pe& of celeftial bleflednefls muft be obfcure and cloudy.

This confideration, Brethren, is very weighty. To view our-
felves juft ready to launch into the ocean of eternity, without know-
ing but we fhall land in eternal mifery, muft be attended with a
confternation and horror which no language caa defcribe! Do
we with to avoid thefe dreadful evils? Do we delirg, in that
gloomy hour, when f¢b and beart fball fail, to enjoy that peace of
- God whick paffeth ugderflanding ? ‘Then let us live a holy hife. Let
us give all diligence to make our cal’ing and elelion fure. Ard having
fixed our eye on Fefus, the author and finifber of our jaith, let us lay
afide every weight, and run with patience the race that is fet before us.
This will fhield us againft the terrors of death. 'This will caufe
light tc fpring up in the dreary manfions of the grave, and ena-
ble us to fay, with exultation and triumph, ¢ O death! where i
thy fting ? O grave! where is thy viGory ”

Were thefe the orly confiderations, Brethren, evincive of the im-
portance of a godly life, they would be fufficient., If Lolinefs is
neceflary to our happinefs, both in this and the future world, the
man who lives in fin muft be chargeable with confummate folly.
But thefe mctives are not alone: We are bound to confult the
happinefs of other men as well as of ourfelves. As a holy life
tends to afford peace and comfort to our own fouls, fo :t is the
molt effectual mears of recommending religion to thofe around
us. Real Chriftians are the falt of the earth and the light of the
world. If they properly diffufe the light and favour with which
they are replenifhed, the good which refults from it to their com-
panions in life, and to fociety in general, is great beyond concep-
tion. ‘We have beer long perfuaded, that one of the greateit
obftacles Ckriftianity has had to furmournt, in its progrefs
through the worid, has been thrown in its way by its profefled
friends. There are multitudes of people in the world, who have
not ability or leifure tc examine minutely the various proofs of its
divine authority. Others, who have, are wanting in inclination.
Though furnifhed with the requifite means, they cannet be per-
fuaded to quit the bufy or amufive {cenes of life, in order to cugage
in ftudies fo oppofite to the reigning propenfitics of their hearts.
Both thefe clafles of men judge of Chriftianity in a fummary wav.
They conclude, and not without rcafon, that the tendency of any
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religicus fyftem is an infallible criterion of its truth or falfehoed,
With this maxim in their minds. they obferve attentively the cons
du@ of thoic who embrace the Gofpel. If that ccnduét correde
porids with the obvious diates of reafon and confcience, they are
forcitly impreficd that the Gofpel is divine. If otherwife, they
receive an impre{fion no lefs forcible that it is nothing better than
impofture and delufion.

In this view, Brethren, the importance of our maintaining a holy
life appears immenfely great. Our fellow -finners have fouls o lels
precicys than our own. They are in a ‘tate of guilt and condems
pation, from which they muft be delivered, or perifh eternally.
And we know that this dcliverance carnot he obtained ir. any oth-
er way than that poiated out in the Gofpel. Except they believe
that Jefus is the ChriRt, they muft die in their fins. Can we real-
1ize thefc things, and not refolve to make every effort in our power
to remove their unbelief, and to infpire them with friendly {enti-
ments towards religion ? This we fhall certainly do, if the Gofpe}
has its proper influence on our heasts. If we love the fouls of our
fellow-finners as we ought, no facrifice of our eafe, pleafure, or
worldly emolument can appear too great. We fhall rejoice, like
Paul, 1o be offered on the facrifice and fervice of iber faith. But let
us ever keep in mind, that nothing we can do will in thé
leaft avail without a life correfpondent with cur profefion. We
may declaim on the excellencies of Chriftianity with all the elo-
quence of an Apollos: we may colle& aud arrange, in the beit
manner, the evidences of its divine original : but our labour will
be loft, if, while we recommend this divine {yftem to others, we do
not practife agreeably to it ourfeives.

'To which holy praQice we are ftill more powerfully urged by
the peculiar obligations which, as Chriftians, we are under ta
pleale and glonfy Ged. This, it is true, is a duty incumbent on
us in common with the reft of mankind. The manifeftations God
has made of his charater and will, the providential favours he
daily beftows, and the relation in which we ftand to him as the
creaturcs of his power and the fubje@s of his moral government,
cblige us, and all rational creatures, to love him fupremely, and
yicld unfeigned obedience to his commands. But if we are the
fubje@s of his renewing and pardoaing grace, our obligations are
mcreafed beyond calculation. He bas redeemed us, not with corrupé-
tble things as filver and gold, but avith the precious blood of his only Son,
awho tis own (Af bare our fins in his own body on the tree. The lcve
of God the Iather in devifing, and of Ged the Son in executing
this ftupendous plan of divine mercy, is without a parallel. It has
beightsy " and depths, and lengths, and breadths, which a finite under-
ftanding can never cxplore. Indeed, as an Apoftle declares, it
paffes knowledge, and will be a fubjed of grateful admiration to the
yedeemed miilions to all eternity, This is the grand theme on
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which they lote ta dwell. This is what fires their feraphic biealts,
and tunes their golden harps. 7o bim thar loved us, and us
fram our fn: in bis cwn bloed, cnd bath made x1 kings and pricfls te God
and biz Fatber, to bim be glory and dominion forever and ever. O, Breth-
ren! what motives are here! motives to deep humiliation and
godly forrow for our paft negle&, and motives no lefs powertul to
an entire devot:daefs to the intereRs of cur Divine Lord in futare
life. Surely, we cannot help faying, with St. Paul, The dove of
Chrif confiraineth us, becaufe we thus judge, that if oxe died for all, then
were all dead ; and that be died for ail, that they wbo live fbould net,
benceforth, live unto themfelves, but umt2 min wbho dicd for them and

rofe agam.

Czvaﬁcma./t}y Letter.

- f —
7The WARREN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, met iz RAN.
DOLPH, Maflachufetts, Septzmber 13 and 14, 1503, to the EL.

DERS and ERETHREN of our SisteER AssoCiaTions, fendeth
Chrifian falutation.

BELOVED IN CHRIST JESUS,

OT any part of divine infirudion is more important than

that which warns us againft divifions among ourfelves. As
love is the effence of our religion, it is manifeft that by how much
the more we have of this religion, by fo muck the lets fhall we be
likely to fow the feeds of difcord; and by fo much the morc fhall
we be likely to e perfeily joined togetker ia the fame mind.”> When
we exhort one another, therefore, to be  workers together with God,
and to run the race fet before us,”? we implicitly exhort one another
to cultivate the fpirit of union. If we will confider, however, of
how great importance this unicn is, we may thick it merits 2 more
particular confideration. In all fociedes it is weil known that the
urion cf the members which compofe them is effential to their
ftrength, growth or fame. In no fociety is this more effential that
in the Chriftian. The menmbers of this fociety are ftuated in the
midR of their eneries. They wreflle, not merely apainft flefp and
blaod, but againfl principalities, againfl powers, againfl the rulers of the
darkaels of this avorld, againft fpiritucl wickeduefs in bigh places, ~Cex-
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tainly then they have need of firength. Where fhall they find it ?
Unitad in the Lord of David, let them be united among them-
falves. This will give them at once a pleafing and a formidable

arance. Only ten men united may effe@® more than a thou.
fand divided. Not any thing, therefore, which tends to auite the
members of the houfehold of faith can be unimportant.

In connexion with one Lord, and one baptifm, the Apoftle tells
us there is one faith. The nature of things forbids that two oppo-
fite {fylems of faith thould be both right. If it is right to believe
that Jefus Chrift was the Lord of David, it cannot be right to bes
Lieve that he was merely his Son. Hence we are apt to criminate
thofe who embrace a fyftem of faith different from our own. Die
vifions foilow. On this account it is very important that Chrif-
tians fhould agree in fentiment; and whatever tends to produce
this agreement, tends to 2dify and firengthen the body, the church.
Have not our Affociations this tendency ? By affembling together
once a year, and examining the ftate of one anothers minds, are
not our brethren prepared for greater harmony in fentiment ? Ard
will not this produce greater harmony in affe&ion and in praice ¥
Let us then held thefe Affociations in high eflimation ; and let us
erdeavour to extend their ufetulnefs as far as poffible. Let us not
confider them, however, as paramount to the authority of individ-
ual churches. Thefe are independent. ‘They have in themielves
all the powers of felf-gcvernment ; and they derive them immedi-
ately from their head, the Lord of life. No power on earth has a
right to arraign them for their difcipline. Yet friendly intercourie
and counfel will ever be important to the church militant. For
thefe our Aflociations are happily fitted. They are alfo happily fit-
ted to produce that onenefs of faith which feems effential to a one-
nefs of foul among our brethren. Let us then refpe& and cherith
thefe Aflociations ; and let us hope that, in the hand of God, they
may cortinue to be inftrumental in harmonizing the Chriftian
Churck, and in rendering her beauntiful as Tirzah, and terrible as
an army.— With thefe hints, and hoping that cur divine Redeemer
will ever delight to dwell with you, and to blefs you as his people,
we fubicribe ourfelves your brethren in the Lord.

By order, and in the behalf of the Affociation,

SAL'ILYEla STILLNI[XN’ ﬂfoderalor.
THOMAS BALDWIN, Clr#.
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Missionary MaGazing, contzining—Contftitution of the Baptift Miflicnary
Socicty—Letter to the Mifionaries—Addrefs of the Committee—M:r. Caft’s
Letter—Mr. Cornell’s Letter—Mr. Covell’s Letier—Mr. Scott’s Letter—Dr.
Rogers’s Letter—Extra® from Charlefton Minutes—Letters of a young
L2dy~—Anctcdote of Hume—Extrats from Mr, Herfey’s and Dr. Rogers's
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Dr. STILLMAN’s Sermon before the Maflachufetts
- Baptift Miilionary Society, at their firft anniverfary.

A CANDID EXAMINATION of the Moral Tendency

of the Do&rine of Univerfal Salvation, a2 taught by its Advocates.

By ELISHA ANDREWS,
Pafier of a Clurch in Templeton.

& The intention of the Writer of thefe fheets, is to {hew, that the do&trine
of Univerfal Salvation, as it has been taught by its advocates, has, ia reality, a

dangerous, immoral and unhol{‘ tcndency ; and that therefore it is ot true.
. ‘This fubje& has indecd been glanced upon by feveral authors ; but, as far as
the Author has obferved, noac have given it a thorough inveftigation: and as
this is a method of trial, which common fenfe, the facred writings, and the par-
ties themlelves, are all agrced in, it is thought that it will be advaatageous te
the caufe of truth, to have the fubject carcfully examined.”




