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"MINUTES, &

Lo

Ti:ssmv, Sepm’r&cr 11, 1804.

A T half palt two o’clock, agreeably to appointment,
I. Brother Stephen Gano delivered the introduéory fer-

-qnon from 2 Cor. viii. 23. —¢ Or our breihren lc inquired of, tiey

are the Meffengers of the Churches, and the glory of Corif.”>  After
which colle&ted for the widows and children of minifters deceafed.

2. Chofe Dr. Stillman, Modsrator, and Brcther Thomas
Baldwin, Clert. o

After Prayer by the Moderator, proceeded to read the let,

ters from the Churches, and took the following account of the
members added, difmiffed, excluded, or who have died the paft
year, and the prefent number in each church. |

N. B. The names of ordained minifters are in fmall capitals ;

licenfed preachers in ftalic. Thofe minifters with this mark * were

not prefent, Churches marked thus  we had no information from
this fefion. Vacant churches diftinguifhed by a dath

Churches.  Elders € Meffeugers. [ & |
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1ft Pofton, SAMUEL STILLMAN,
John Wait, ‘
Daniel Wild,
| ' - James Loring. .
2d Bofton, Tuomas Barowiy, 128) 2| 3| 2/333
© Jacob Holland, ? &

Richard Smith,
Thomas Badger, L {

3|342

Parker Emmerfon,
Thomas Kendall.
Haverhill, . Hezexian SMitw, I 1] 2/183
| Timothy Jackrnan, {
John Chafe,
David Sawyer. |
Warren, Lutuer Bakeg, 5:.1] 1] 1} 64
John Croade,
Edward Kelley. |
1ft Middleborough, Isaac Bacxus, 4 31 gt
Jofeph Ames, .
Sylvanus Leanzrd,

Afael Shaw, ; P




Churches.
2d Middleborough,
gd Middleborough,

Wientham,
Attleborough,

Chelmsf ord,

~ ,Bam&able,

Medﬁ?ld: :
Harwich,
arVal'd:

NeWtOn’
Salem, (N, H.)
+Northbridge,

Woburn,|| |

Providence,

Templeton,

[+1
Elders & Meffengers.

Peter Hoar.

SanvusL NELagN,

Elifha Clarke,

David Jacobs.

Wirriam WiLLiAMS,
ofeph Miller,

Samuel Blofs.

Jamzs Rean,

William Kverett,

. Cyrus Cheéaver,

Nathan Robinfon.
*Joun PECKENS,

~John S auldipg,

Samuel Brown.
*Joun Peax, -
'Thomas Scudder,
Edward Hallet,
David Hallet,

‘#ApNER Lrwis.

GeorcE Rosinson,
Benjamin W. Willard,
Abraham Gates,

John Hawkes.

Josern GrarToN,

Jeremiah Richardfon,

Samuel Holt.

" Ifrael Rowell; |

*Joun CooPER.

—
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Jofiah Convers,
Jacob Richardfon,
StepHEN GaNo,
Asa MEsseg,
John Davis.

- Erisna ANDREWS,

Silas Cutler,
Samuel Simons,
Ephraim Myrick.
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I The following note was communicated to the Affociation in the Lets

ter from Woburn,

“N. B. This day, September 10, i804-, Voted to withdraw the band
of fellow/bip from Elias Smith.”




Churches.

Rowley,
Bridgwater,

Wefton,
" Randolph,
Carver,

Holls,
© Marfhfield,

ad Sutton,

Panvers,

Lbndonderry,

- 2d Freetown,

+Marfhpee,
Newport,

| Charleftown,

Rehoboth,
Beverly,

[ 5]
Eldrrs & Meffengers;

Suuparr Loveit,
Jofeph Goddard.
Varentine W. Ratusuy,
Lphraim Willis,

Thomas Pratt,

Alpheus Leach.

L .

- Samuel Train.

oeL Briges,
‘fonathan Wales,

onathan Stetfon,
Jacob Goldthwait.

o ———

Gliﬁm Lm’

Jacob Ward.

David Brown.
Barwazas Prrring,
William Custis,

Abner Cyrtis.
*WiLLiam Bacuerpez,
William Bacheldey, jun.

Samuel Dutch,
Ifrael Hutchinfon, jun.

A

‘Thomas Senter.
*Jor Borben,

~ %James Freemay,

éosuva Braprry,
ph. Macumber,
Samucl Barker,
Jafon Sprague,
William W. Vernon,
Wirziam Corvrigg,
John Carter,
David Goodwin,
Oliver Holden,

ames Harrifon.

oHN PrmMman,
John Brown.

ErLisua WiLriaws,
Eleazer Wallice,

Nicholas Dodge.
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' ' 1
Churches, - Elders & Meffengers. § ';S E g g‘l
- | NOSINT] T
Grafton, ,, 1 30
| James M’Clalen.
Reading, EpeneEzEr NELSON, »8
| Jacob Eaton, ‘
Lilly Eaton,
David Smith, jun.
Taunton, Fonathan Smithy, 10
- Noah Clap. : |
New Bofton, (N.H.) *Isa1an S'roms, | 1| 45
Livermore Langdal.
Malden, | Hexry PorTLE, | 100
Samuel Waig, jun.
Samuel Wheeler,
Eben Harnden,
- William Parker. |
Somerfet, , | 28
Afa Pierce,
William Barton.
4th Middleborough, Samuer AssorT, 30
Abxathar Brnggs. - 1
Total, |475.108]17l42[3729

Ad_,ourned until 8 o’clock to-morrow morning. Our aged

brother Backus being prefent, concluded by prayer, Sermon in

the evenmg by brother Pltman, from Mark vi. 12.

WEDNEsmY, September 12.

At 6 in the morning the people met, and brother Hooper
‘preached to them from Ifaiah xxxv. 1o. And at 8, the Aﬁ'ocxa-
tion met according to adjournment. After prayer introduory
to bufinefs, proceeded to finifh reading the letters. The fix laft
mentioned Churches were admitted into our fellowfhip at this

time. It may be proper here to ftate, that fome of thefe Churchcs |

have fhared remarkably in the late revival of religion. In Mal.
den, 95 out of 100 have been baptized fince laft O&ober. For-
ty have been added to the church at Reading in the fame time.
The church at Somerfet was conftituted laft November. The
members have been principally baptized within eighteen months.

4. From our fifter Aflociations received
' Letters, Minutes, and Meffengers.

From the :

Charlefton, Letter, Minutes, S
Philadelphia, ———  Minutes, - -
New-York, Letter, Minutes, J. CHarvLin,
Stonington, Letter, Minutes, A. PaLmer,

S- Webl)o
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New-Hampthire,  Letter, Minutes, Wwm.Hoorex,
' WaLTter Powsrs,
Henry SmitH.

Shaftfbury, — Josern CornELL.
Woodftock, Letter, Miiutes, Wnw. ELrioTT.
Bowdoinham, -  Letter, Minutes, Isaac Cask.
Groton Conference, Letter, Minutes, Danisr Hix.
Sturbridge, Letter, Minutes, Z. .. Leonarb.
Leyden, Letter,  Minutes, Samuel Ofgood.

. The brethren who were appointed laft year to prepare the

Circular and Correfponding Letters being both prevented by
“ficknefs, brother ANDrEws, agreeably to a vote of yefterday,
brought forward a Circular Letter , which was read and acceptcd.
It was then voted, to requeft the Clerk to prepare a Correfponding
Letter to accompany the Minutes.

6. Appointed brother E. Williams to write the Circular
Letter for next year ; and brother Gano the Correfponding.

7. The Affociation requefted to know the ftate of the Educa-
tion Fund. The Secretary not being prefent, the Treafurer gave
the following brief ftatement. That at the laft annual meeting
the Rev. Dr. Smith, Col. Dana and Mr. James Harrifon ave
ten dollars each. Mr. Oliver Holden prefented a note
dollars ; and Deacon Wait one of 75 dolls. The intereft to be
paid annually. Fifty dollars have fince becn received from a
worthy friend to thns inftitution, and communicated by Dr.
Stillman' to the Treafurer. After, this ftatement, Dr. Sxmt.h
prefented a letter from Nicholas Brown, Efq. of Providence, in-
cluding a draught for 100 dols. for the. fund. Capt. D.
~ Goodwin of Charleftown prefented a note of the fame amount,
~ the intereft to be paid annually. Eight dollars were alfo receiv-
ed from the church at Harvard. Whereupon, voted, that the
thanks of the Affociation be given to each of the gentlemen
above noticed, who have fo liberally contributed to our fumds ;
and that Dr. Smith and Dr.. Sullman prefent the fame to the
gentlemen whofe benefactions they commaunicated.

8. Voted, to recommend it to the churches of this Aﬂ‘ocunon
which have not had colle&ions for the Education Fund, to re-
queft a contribution for that purpofe, on the 2d Lord’s day in
April next.

9. Chnfe Dr. Stillman, Dr. Smith, Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Graf-
ton and Mi. Briggs, a committee to whom perfons taxed to oth-
er denominaticns may apply for advice.

10. Appointed the following brethren, Meflengers to Corref-
ponding Affociations. To New-York, Brethren itman, Collier
and Bradley. To the Stonington, Brethren Gano and Grafton.
To the Woodftock, Brethren Baldwin and Bradley. To the New-
Hampthire, Brethren Hez. Smith, Baldwin, E. Nelfon, and Lov-

cll To the Bowdoinham, Brethren E. Williams, Robinfon,
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and Dyer. To the Shaftlbury, Brethren Andrews and Bradley.
To the Groton Conference, Brethren Cornell, Gano, and Ab-
bot. . To the Sturbridge, Brethren Gano and Rathbun. To
the Leyden, Brother Andrews.

11.- Query from the church.at Chelmsford. «We afk an
explanation of Luke xvii. 3, 4. particularly thefe werds, « If be
turn again to thee, faying, I repent, thou fbalt forgive bim.” Axnfwer,
It is our opinion that the words  turn again,” fully imply tha¢
the offender muft exhibit evidence of contrition of heart to thofé
whom heé hath offerided, in order to entitle him to forgivenefs.

13. %:ery from the Church at Charleftown. “ When a
church, after long forbearance and painful difcipline, have depof-
ed their paftor, and fufpended his privileges for immorafities §
can they confiftently join him, at his requeft, in 2 mutnal coan<
cil ” Voted the following anfwer, That it is the opinion of this
Aflociation, that it is not inconfiftent with divine rule for a
church, if they fee fit, to unite with a perfon' who has been exs
cluded from them in a mutual council.

13. Several of the Churches having made colle&ions for the

onary Society prefented the fame to the Treafurer.

It is fill recommended to the Charches to aid and encoura
tfl'ﬁs evangtlic inftitution, by fubfcribing or contributiag to it

ands. | ' ,
14. Voted, that Brother Baldwin, Brother Gano, and Broth-
er Pitman, be 2 committee, to dﬁ‘p’eﬁion and diftribute, as they
. tay think proper, the money eolle@ted ycRerday for the widows,
&c. amounting to 1J5 dols. 55 cents, - . :

15. Agreed to the following fupplies. For Medficld, Broth.
er Perkins, 4th Lord’s day in September, and the 1ft in O&o-
ber, November and December. Brother Reed tft'in April and
laft in May. For Wefton, Brother Briggs, lat Lord’s day in
November ; Brother Robinfon 2d in April.

16. Voted to hold our next Affociation at Warren, to theé¢
- the Tuefday after the firft Wednefday in September next, at 3
ok fmpointed Dr. Stillman to preach ths Attodudoty

17. Appointe . Sti to preach the 1Aty ry Ser-
mon7 s In cageo of failure, Brother Williams of Beverly. Bufinefi
being finifhed, Dr. Smith concluded by prayer. |

At 3 o’clock the people again aflembled, and Brother Rath.
* bun preached to them from Hab. iii. 2.; and in the evening
Brother Andrews preached at Dr. Stillman’s meeting-houf,
from John viii. 31. after which a colle®ion was made of 45 dols
_ to aflift a young brother in his education. | .

'Thus terminated this folemmn, pleafing, profitable interview ;
and we feel conftrained to fay, Hitherto the Lord hath helped s,




Gircular Letter.

The WARREN ASSOCIATION #o the feveral CHURCHES
in this connexion, wifbing Grace, Mercy, and Peace to be multiplied

" unto you.
DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN,

S it has pleafed God to difappoint our expeQations, by
laying a dangerous ficknefs upon the brother who was ap-
pointed to prepare the Circular Letter to you ; our addrefs muft
neceffarily be brief and fimple, We can, however, with heart-
felt fatisfa@ion inform you, that our prefent meeting has been
attended with fpecial tokens of the divine favour. We have re-
ceived good news from many of our churches; and we may,
with the ancient Leader of God’s people, * Sing unto the Lord,
for he hath triumphed glorioufly.” The blefled caufe of our
Redeemer is evidently, and rapidly gaining ground, notwith-
ftanding the violent oppofition, and ftrenuous efforts of the ene-
mies of God and - truth. But the confideration that we have
voluntarily engaged in the caufe of religion ; that we arc ina
militant ftate ; and, that we have enemies to combat with, who
are powerful, alert, and virulent; fhould always imprefs- our
hearts with that friendly, affe@ionate, and neceffary caution of
our Saviour: ¢ What I fay unto you, I fay unto all; watch.”
The duty of Chriftian watchfulnefs will lead us to pay our firft,
and moft afliduous .attention to ourfelves; to guard our own
hearts with the moft fcrupulous caution, and unwearied dili-
gence. We find by unhappy experience, that our own remaining
<orruptions are our moft dangerous foes. Our hearts are natu-
rally deceitful, and verfatile ; prone to forget God, and to light-
ly efteem the Rock of our falvation. If we, therefore, truft fuch
hearts as thefe, we fhall, with the greateft poflible propriety,
bear the appellation of fools. It was in this view, that the be-
nevolent Apoftle exhorted Chriftians, faying, ¢ Take heed, breth-
ren, left there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in depart-
ing from the living God.” We ought to bear it always in
mind, that God has called us out of darknefs into his marvellous
light, that we might be the faithful, a&ive, and courageous fol-
diers of Jefus Chrit; the firm, decided, and inflexible witnefles
for God, and vindicators of his truth. Elaborate vindications of
Chriftianity, although written with all the beauty of ftyle, neate
mefs of manncr, and cogency of argument, will by thoufands
B

—
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never be read at all ; and by many who do perufe them, will
‘not be underftood. But the livées and converfations of profefs
- fed Chriftians, are books, ‘which will be read and underftood by
all. We are not our own. God has bought us with an invalu.
able price. How reafonable, then, that we fhould glorify him
with our bodies, and fpirits which are his! In order to this, we
‘muft « keep our hearts with all diligence, for out of them are
the iffues of life.”’ | ‘ | -
The duty of Chriftian watchfulnefs will'teach us not to be igno-
rant of the devices of Satan, We havean adverfary, who is ftrong,
fubtil, and malignant : “ who goeth about as a roaring lion, feek-
~ing whom he may devour.”” There is nothing, which gratifies
the diabolical malevolence of his heart, more, than to lead Chrif+
tians to walk contrary to the duties of their holy profeflion ;
becaufe, it difhonours that holy Being, whom he perfe@ly
hates. But if our hearts poflefs one fentiment of gratitude to
that divine Friend, who has redeemed us with his blood, and
faves us by his grace ; will they not rife with a holy indigna-
tion againft his implacable enemy ? And fhall we not, confes
quently,avoid his fnares, and watch againft his temptations ?
4 We wreftle not againft flefh and blood, but againft principali-
‘ties and powers, and fpiritual wickednefs in high places.” = « -
The watchful Chriftian will find, that the fafcinating charnis
of this world are not among the leaft of his enemies. The
riches, the honours, and the pleafures of the world, lay a dan.
gerous, and but too often fuccefsful fiege to our hearts. How
often do thefe troublefome intruders force themfelves upon our
thoughts, when we fhould be gathering up the manna of divine
truth, and feeding upon the bread of life? How often do they
entwine themfelves about our fouls, and hang like dead weights
upon us, while we are attempting to rife in devotion before God }
How often do they enervate our firength, enfeeble our refélu. -
tions, pollute our joys, and render us unfit for the great bufinefs
of religion ? And yet we, like infatuated creatures, fofter thefe
oifonous ferpents in our bofoms ! |
 Would wej always bear in mind, that we are not of the world,
our blefled Lord having chofen us out of the world, that heayen
is our home, and that God is our portion; and, could we be
- perfuaded to live as thefe high privileges juftly demand ‘of us,
we {hould certainly be on our guard againflt -the fnares, with
which this bewitching world furrounds us. Surely, the profeflor
of religion muft tremble to find his heart glued to earthly enjoye
ments, when he reads in his Bible, the folemn declaration ; « He
that loveth the world, and the things of the world, the love of
the Father is not in him.”
The advantages of Chriftian watchfulnefs are too pumerous
to be particularized, too great to be calculated. Whatever
bleilings the belicver enjoys in communion with God, in ufefuls
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aefs to the church, and in the diffufion of bleflings to mankind
are conneéted with it. ' What motive more powerful could poffi.
bly be adduced to ftimulate you to watch? The watchful Chrif
tian is converfant much with his own heart ; knows its corrup.
tion and imbecility ; has an affe&ing fenfe of his danger, and
feels his dependence. He will, of courfe, be frequent, fervent,
and importunate in prayer to God. He will feel that lowly,
lovely, and unaffuming f{pirit of meeknefs and brotherly kind.
nefs, which cements the hearts of Chriftians together, and which
is the moft powerful defence againft the baneful influence of the
demon of difcord. Then, brethren, if you would honour God ;
if you would be ufeful to the church; if you would do good to
the fouls of your fellow men; or if you would enjoy ge foule
fatisfying comforts of religion ; receive and pradtife the caution
“of your bleffed Redeemer, Watch.
Our prefent feflion has been refrefhing to many of our hearts,
The good news received from a confiderable number of churchesg
has been like cold water to a thirfty foul. What aftonifhing tri.
umphs has our Emmanuel gained in the courfe of the laft year !
What encouragement for Zion to lift her head and rejoice, that
her redemption draweth near! impreffed with this animating
thought, that when Chrift who is the belicver’s life fhall appear,
that then we fhall alfo appear with him in glory. May the
grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift be with you all. o

aﬂafyzom/ahf Letter.

75 WARREN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, met at the 2d Bap-
tiff meeting-houfe in BOSTON, Maflachufetts, September 11 and
12, 1804., to the ELDERS and BRETHREN af our SisTER
Assoc1aTiONS, fendeth Chriftian falutation.

BELOVED IN THE LORD,

HE pleafures and advantages refulting from our corref-
pondence with you, we are far from confidering as the

leaft of our Chriftian privileges ; for much of that unanimity
of fentiment and pra&ice, which prevails in the churches of our
denomination, may be traced to this fource. By your Minutes
and Letters we are informed of the ftate of religion in gencral,
and of your churches in particular. What great things God
has done for his American Ifrael within a few years patt ! What
¢xtenfive and glorious revivals have been expericnced in various
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parts of thefe United States ! About nine. fye:ar:s ago, God was,
pleafed to ftir up a number of Chriftians of different dénomina-
tions, to unite in a quarterly meeting for fpecial prayer. And
 mult it not be manifeflt, our enemies themfelves being judges, that the
God we worlhip is a prayer hearing, and a prayer anfwering
God ! In thefe revivals our denomination has fhared largely, for
which we have the greateft reafon to be humble and thankful.
M we look back little more than half a century, we fhall find
that our churches were then like a handful of corn in the earth, up-
on the 1op of the mountains. In 1741, there were but nine Baptift
churches in the whole of this Commonwealth ; and none in New-
Hampthire, nor what is now called Vermont. But fuch has
been their increafe, notwithftanding the oppofition they have had
to encounter, that now there are nearly three hundred churches
in thefe three ftates ! This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in
oureyes. 'We are far from thinking, however, that our ftrength con-
fifts in our numbers, or that the re&itude of our fentiments is to
be argued principally, from our rapid increafe : yet believing as
~ we do, that our diftinguifhing fentiment is apoftolic, we can but
rejoice in its prevalence. 3

The whole number of communicants in the churches of our de.
nomination, throughout thefe States, has lately been computed
to be an hundred thoufand. This calculation is _probably fhort’
of the real number. Conne& thefe in your minds, dear breth-
ren, with the many thoufands of real Chriftians of other denomi-
inations throughout this land, and what a neble army will arife
to'your view ! O that the time may {oon come, when the whole
carth fhall be filled with the glory of the Lord. When there
fhall be acknowledged, One Lord, one faith, one baptifm. Then
fhall his people be one and his praife one. |

You will perceive by our Minutes that God has done great
things for us, whereof we are glad. Unufually large additions
. have been made to fome of our churches. Others, by the power
of fovereign grace, have been raifed out of the ruins of the apof-
tacy. In general the churches in this aflociated body appear to
ftand faft in apoftolic do&rine ; and are endeayouring to main-
tain the ovder and difcipline of God’s houfe. Brethren, pray for
us, that we may be kept from error, both in principle and prac-
tice, and that we may abound in the fruits of love and holinefs.

We wifh the continuance of your friendly correfpondence,
“either by Letters ar Meflengers as you can make it convenient.
Devoutly praying that the great Head of the Church may blefs
you colle@tively and individually, we fubfcribe ourfelves ‘your
brethren in the fame Faith and Order of the Gofpel.

In behalf of the Aflociation, :

SAMUEL STILLMAN, Moderator.
THOMAS BALDWIN, Clré.
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