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MINUTES, 4c

Tuesoar, Scpicmber g, 1806.*

T half paft two o’clock, a ly to appomtment,

Brother Thomas Baldwin delivered the mtroduory
fermon from 1 Theflalon. v. 12, 13. Aad webefecch you; bretbren,
tclnwtbawlntbldnrung]n,adarcmputkkl,
and admenilb yos ; and to cficem them wvery bighly in love for thar
wvorky’ fake. Aad be ot peace dinosy yosyfclves. After whach col-
le@ed for the widows and childréa of déceafed minifters. :

2. Chole Brother Stephen Gano, Moderator, and Brotha
Thomas Baldwm, Ciri. .

3. Afier prayer by our efteethed Brother Dr. Rogers, pro-
ceeded to read - the letters from the Chiifches, and took the fol-
lowmgacconntofthcmcmbcszdded,ddinﬂ'ed,adudeﬂ,or

who have dicd the paft year, and the prefent number in eich
Charch.

N. B. The names of ordained mirifiers are in fmall capitals ;
licenfed preachers in itafic. Thofe minifters with this mark®
were not prefent.  Churches marked thust we had no informatica

from this fefion.  Vacant chuiches diftiiguithed by 2 dath ——
Al b, b
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Churches. Elders &3 Mcfengzrs.

1ft Bofton, #Sa%vuEL S7iiLmAN, 12
Eben. L. Boyd,
Prince Snow. * |

2d Bofton, TaouAas BaLpwin, 20}
‘Thomas Badger,
William Bentley.

Haverhdll, Wiruian Barcueider, (53 3 |260
Johnfon Chafe.

Warren, Lutuer Baxez, 12} 2 2 162
Nathan M. Bur,
Edward Kelley,
Thomas Graat.

31t Middeborough, *Isaac Baczus, 31:8 14 {121
Jofeph Ames,
Afahel Shaw,
Sylvanus Leonard,
Y ewis Leonard.

® At 300°ciock, A. M. Brother Wilfon, from New-Jerfcy, preached from
Matt xvi. 18. Upoes this rock I will build my cbarsh, &«
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Churches.
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Elders £ Meffengers.

2d Middleborough, Simeon Coomss,

3d Middleborough,

Wrentham,

Attleborough,

1ft Chelinsford,

Bamnftable,

Medﬁdd,
{1Harwich,
Harvard,
Newton,

WNorthbridge,
Wobum,

Providence,

Templeton,

+Rowley,
Bridgewater,

Wefton,
Randolph,

Carver,

Hollis,

Peter Hoar,

Barnabas Clark, .
William Afhley.
Samuer NEeLson,
Elifha Clark,

David Jacobs,
Gilbert Pierce.
Wirtriam WiLLiams.

James Reap,
William Blackinton,

‘William Everett.

Fofbua Brooks.

William Scudder.

*Asner LEewis.
*GeorcE, Roninson,
Jeremiah Dyer.
*JoserH GRAFTON,

Charles Train,
*Joun CooPER.

Barnabas Bates,
Fofrab Convers,
Samuel Hoiden.
SterHEN GANoO,
Asa MEesskr,
Jofeph Martin,
Jofeph Jencks.
Erisua ANDREWS,
William Everett.
*SuusaeEL LoverL.
VALENTINE W. RATHBUN,
Alpheus Leach,

William Baffett,

Ifrael Alger, jun.

JorL Brigas, |
William Blanchard,
Jofeph Alden.
Davip Burskl,
Benjainin Ward,
Alden Manter,
Ichabod Dunham.
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Churches.

Marfhfield,
2d Sutton,

Danvers,
Londonderry,

Troy,

1+ Marfhpee,
Newport,

Charleftown,
RehObOth,
Beverly,
Grafton,

Reading,
T'aunton,

New Bofton, (N.H.)
Malden,

Somerfet,

4th Middleborough,

Salem,

2d Pravidence,

.2d Chelmsford,

+Weare, (N. H.)
Patucket, ’

L s ]

Elders & Meffengers.

*WirLiam BACHELDER,
Willhiam 3achelder, jun.
*Jeremian CHazLIN.

Besyamin Paul.

JoB Borpen,
Jonathan Brownell,
Enoch Freunch.
*James FrEEMAN,
Josnua BrabpLEy,
Ephraim Macomber,

‘Samuel Barker,

Gideon Babcock,
Richard Card,
William Card.
*WiLriam COLLIER,
Samuel G. Sargent.
oHN PiTMman,
Jofeph Bucklin,
Samuel Brown.
Evisua WiLLiawms,

James M’Clellan.
EBeNEzER NELsON.
Fonathan Smith,
Bethuel Field.
*[sa1AH STONE.
Henry PorTLE,
Samuel Paine.

SAMUEL ABBOTT,
Abiather Briggs,
Dean Briggs.
Lucius BoLrks,

Wilham Herrick.

JoserH CcCRNELL,
David Peck,
'William Wetft.
Joun PEckEns.
Eliakim Hutchins

David Bened:&,
Oliver Starkweather,
Ichabod Taber.
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Cluribes. Eidess *5 Mefferzers. R EY 2l s

S S

Kingfton, Ezza Kewpari, 43 1 tlei 82
Samv:i Everdoin. T ;

Nottingham Wefi, - — 2] |21z 79

_ Nathanel Currier.

Aﬁ‘ﬁa?:mhm Tuomas Pavr. iz4g 112049

Hanover, *Baznanas Prxxiss, - 30
Wiiliam Carus. {

Greenwich, Asa Niies, | i 61
Bamnabas Green, | ,
R Samuzl Green. !

Infwich. i 1 162
A T B

Total, fa> 135, 37 £23753

N. B. The threclaft churches werz received the predent feffion.

4 Appoimicc Srssze Saidwin, Gano, and Baker, to count
and d:finibute the morey colle@Ged for widcews, &c. Adjourned
untl half paft 8 o’clock to-moriow morring. Brother Dodge
concluded by prayer. Sermonin the evening by Brother Clay,
from Amosiv. 12. Prepare to meet thy God !

Wepsespay, S:ptcmhr 10-
At £r o’dock met for public worfhip. Brother Andrews

preached from Jude ver. 21. Keep yoarfelves in the love of God.

4. Mert according to adjournment. Prayer introdu@ory to
bafinefs by Brother Wilfon.

s- Appomted Brethren Meffer, Andrews, and Boyd, a com-
mittee to confider and report an anfwer to the feveral queftions
propofed in the letters.

6. The circular letter, prepared by Brother Bradley, was read
and accepred. The correfponding letter prepared by Brother
Ellis was alfo read and accepted. Appointed Brother Bollss 10
write the circular letter for next year, and PBrother Collier the

ccrrefponding

7. From fifter Aflociations reczived
From tke Letters. Miniflers and M]’agzﬂ.
Charlefton, Letter, Minutes,
Philadelphia, ———  Minutes, Perer WiLson.
New-York, —
Stonington, Letter, Minates,
Woeodftock, Letter, Minautes, Dea. Ralph.
Bowdoinham, Letrer,  Minctes,  Joun Trirr.
Groton U. Con. Letter, Minautes, Wwu. NoxktHur.
Sturbridge, Letter, Minutes, Z. L. Leonazp.
New-Fampihire, - -
Leyden, Letter, Minutes, Tu. PurringTOu.
Vermont, Letter, Minutes,

Danbury, Letter, Minutes,
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8. Rec:ived a2 communication from the Secretary of the Ed-
ucation Society, giving a {tatement of the Treafury in May laft,
by which it appears that there was then in the Treafurer’s hands.
m Bank ftock, and other fecunues, 2023 dollars 35 cents. Do-
nations were prefented by Meflrs. Gano, Sawyer, and Starkweath-
er. Voted,to recommend to the churches of this Affociation to
contribute 10 the fund of the Education Society.

'g. Whereas feveral churches have already kad contributions
for printing the fcriptures in the Eaftern languages ; Voted, to
recommerd the fame 10 ail the churches m our connexion, and
that the monies be forwarded tc Dr. Stiilman.

10. Apromted the following brethren Meflengers to corref-
ponding Afloc:ations. To the New-Yezk, Pitman and Bradlee
Stoningtcn, Cornell and Bradlee ; Woedftock, Andrews ; New-
Hampfhire, E. Nelfcn, Baldwin, and Batchelder ; Shafi{tvry,
Cornell ; Bowdoinham, E. Williams, and J. Convers; Groica
Union Conference, Garc, Kathbun, E. Nelfon, a2nd Eddy ;
Sturbridge, Gano, Corneli, Rathbun, Abbott, and Jencks ; Ley-
den, Robinfon, Andrews, and ]J. Dyer. .

11.  Received the following colle@ions and donations for the
Miflionary Society. From a friend 6 dollars ; from another 10
dollars ; from the Second Church ir Newport 26 dollars ; from
the Second Baptift Church in Providence, 6 dollars 5c cents ;
from Atleborough Church, 26 dollars 32 cents; from a Broth-
er, § dollars ; from two females, z dollars ; from the Firft Church
in Chelmsford, 7 dollars ; from the Firft Church in FHanover, 7
dollars ; from Deacon Tilly, 10 dollars : from three others, one
dollar each; from a female friend in Conne@icut, z crowns. Total,
11¢ dollars 2 cents. It is fill recommended to the Churches to
aid and encourage this evangelic inftiuticn, by fubferibing or
contnibuting to iis funds.

12. The Committee to whom was referred a queftion of advice,
from the Second Church in Chelmsford, reported as their opinion,
< That it is expedient for the Aflociation to appoint 2 Committee
to repair to the place, and inveftigate the matter as far as
they can, and report at our next meeting.”” This report »3as
read and accepted ; and Bret hren Baldwin, E. Willias, E.
Nelfon, Batchelder, and Bolles, appointed for the above purpofe.

13. Query from the Church in Londonderrv refpe@ing the
lawtulnefs of inflrumental mufic, in the worfhip of God, was refer-
red to the fame Committee, who reported the following as their
opinion : “ That the New Teflamzut neither exprefsly fan@ions
nor prohibits it ; and therefnr¢, that each Church fhould a& in
the caic according <5 iis own views of duty.” Read, and accepted.

14. Votied to appoint a2 Committee to prepare and report a
Catechifm, which they may judge proper to be taught our chil-
dren, and that the fame be brought forward at the next meet-
ing of this Aflociation. Appointed for the above purpofe, Breth-
ren Sullman, Baldwin, and Bolles.

15. Supplies for Medfield ; Elder Clark, 1ft Lord’s day in
Novemter,and 3d in April ; Brother Read, 1ft in April, 1ft in
June, and 3d in July.

. AT v - —m—— . .
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16. Voted tohold our next Affociation at the Baptift meetings
houfe in Salem, on the Tueiday atter the firft Wednefday ir Sep-
tember next, at 2 o’clock, P. M.

17.  Appoiutcd Brother Gano to deliver the introdu&ory fer-
mon ; in cafe of failure, Brother Rathbun.

The bufinefs being finilhed about 1 o’clock, the Moderator
clofed the meeting by a very impreflive exhortation to the Min-
ifters and Brethren, and concluded by folemn prayer.

N. B. Agreeably to the vote of laft year, the Churches are
requefted to prefent their money for the Minutes, when they pre-
fent their letters. -

At 3 o’clock, Dr. Rogers, of Philadelphia, preached again to
the people, from Ifa. xxviii. 16. And in the evening, Brother
Batchelder of Haverhill, from Eccl. xii. 13. The attention of
the people continued to the laft, without the leaft perceivable
abatement. During this interview we have enjoyed much heart-
felt pleafure ; and finally parted with mutual withes for each
other’s happinefs, and for the general profperity of the Redeem-
er’s kingdom.

CIRCULAR LETTER.

The MiN1sTErs and MESSENGERS of the \VAR‘REN BAPTIST
ASSOCIATION 1o the CuurcHEs they reprefent, fend
Chriftian falutation.

Berovir BrETHREN,

WE have been favoured with another opportunity of fitting
m one place, of hearing the glorious gofpel of Chrift, of
receiving many iaterefting acccunts of the profperity of Zion ;
and of unanimoufly looking unto God for the ftretching forth of
his almighty arm, to remove the veil fpread over all nations,
* that his {fons may come from far, and his daughters from the ends
of the earth.

Though we have taken {weet counfel together, and have been
refrefhed from the prefence of the Lord, yet our tender regards
for you are not forgotten. You undoubtedly expe&, that fume
important fubject, though briefly confidered, fhould be laid before
you as a teftimony of o'ir brotherly love and increafing fellowthip. -

As many, within a few years, have profefled to be new crea-
tures, and as revivals [l continue among the churctes in our
connexion, we view it neceflary to fend you a few remaiks upon
Regeneration and fome of its happy effa(ts.

Regeneration is wrought inftantaneoufly in the heart by the
Holy Spirit.  The Spinit being the agent, the heart, or man,
© muft he the fubjed, and confequently is completely paflive, and
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does no more towards aflifting the Spirit, than Adam did te+
wards his creation. ‘This is confirmed by John, who faid con-
cerning'thofe who believe, John i. 13. Which awere born, not of
blood, nor of the wiil of the flefb, ror of the will of man, but of God.
James is very bold and faith, i. 18. Of his own will begat he us
with the word of truth. ‘The finner dicérns not the things of
the Spirit, neither does he love the holy and amiable charaéter of
God, till this unfeen and internal work is effe@ed.

Though God difplay< great, glorious, and irrefiltible power
upon the fubje&t in doing this work, yet he feels no poilible
abridgment of his free agency, or the leaft perceptible impedi-
ment thrown in the way of his will, to obftru its choofing freely.
For the Spirit’s entrance into the HKeartis io quick and power-
£, that the will is immediately turned from a ftate of oppofition
to God into a ftate of reconciliation to him, without feeling at
the fame time any relu®ance, or being deprived of its freedom.
¢« Thy people fhall be willing in the day of thy power.” Pfa.
ex. 3. “For as the rain cometh down, and the fnow from
heaven, and returneth not thither ; fo fhall my word be that go-
eth forth out of my motth ; it fhall not retirn unto me void ;
but it fhall accomplifh that which I pleafe, and it fhall profper i
the thing whereto I fent it.” Ifa. lv. 10, 11. _

When the infpiration of the Almighty giveth the finner life,
hs perceives no intermediate fpace, or timé, in which he was
neither dead nor alive; neither for, 1.or againft God ; neither in
the broad way to hell, nor the narrow way to heaven. ¢ You
Rath he quickened, who where dead in trefpaffes and fins.”” Eph.
ii. 1. ¢ For the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead fhall
hear the voice of the Son of God ; and they that hear {hxli live.?
John v. 25. Thefe paffages fully illuftrate, that there is no pofs
fible medium between death and life ; therefore, it muft inevita-
bly follow, that regeneration is an inftantaneous work ot opera-
tion of the Spirit in the heart. |

Though this work is fo great, and aftonifhing to angels and
men, yet it adds rio new taculties to the foul ; but turns them all
from felfifhnefs, wicked debafement, and fixed rebellion, to ferve
the living znd true God with unfpeakable fatisfa&ion. This
affertion will appear clear and confiftent, if we confider the ftate
of thofe whom the Spirit regenerates. They are finners, whg
are in darknefs, bondage, and fpiritual death ; children of wrath,
haters of God, and hating one another. The grand enemy of
all righteoufnefs has deceived, blinded, and led them away cap.
tive ; they have vnluntarily bowed their necks, and become heart-
ily engaged in his fervice, and actively indufltrious to fupport
and extend his kingdom. They are {o full of felfithnefs, unclean-
nefs, lafcivioulnefs, pride, wrath, {trife, envy, murder, and all
unrighteoufnefs, that Jefi:s faid, « Ye are of your father the devil,
and the lufts of your father ye will do.” John viii. 44. « Ye fer-
pents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye eflcape the damna.
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sion of hell?” Matt. xxiii. 33. Thefe pafages, furroundcd and
ftrengthened with the whole circle of revelation, togethcr with
the hiftory of all ages and the experience of all nations, unquef-
t caably demonfirate, that man, withall his faculties, is in a
ftate of alienation, fhame and condemnation : that from the
crown of his head even to the fole of his foot, there is no moral
foundnefs in him.

In regeneration, he is raifed up from this flate of enmtty,
quickened, made free, broug..* out of darknefs, and tranflated in-
to the kingdom of God’s dear Son. The wifdom, power, Ju(hce,
grace, holinefs, goodnefs, faithfulnefs, and unchangeable veraci-
ty of God, 2all confiftently harmonize in Chrift, and open before
the new creature a fountain of everlafting life.

Here we may notice {fome of thofe happy effe@ts which the re-
generate enjoy. The heart being turned to God, breaks with
contrition, melts with love, believes with joy, expands with be-
nevolence, bows to the feet of Jefus, with unreferved fubmif-
fion, and beholds in him every thing fuitable to overwhelm with
aftonithment, and entertain with infinite delight, the vaft throng
of angels and faints'in the everlafting kingdom of God.

.Old things pafs away, all things become new ; repentance,
unto life, flows ; faith firetches forth her hand and takes hold on
Jefus ; and the foul all alive receives him, and can fay, with an
holy boldnefs, “Thisis my Beloved, and this is my Friend. He
is fairer than the fons of men. He is the chief among ten thouf-
ands and al togcthcr lovely.”” |

The foul bein conformed to the image of God’s dcar Son, is
juﬁlﬁcd For %Jom the Son makes free, is free indeed. Chrift
i1s made unto the new-born foul, wn(dom, righteoufnefs, fantti-
fication, and redemption. Where is boafting then ? It is ex-
cluded by faith, which works by love, purifies the heart, a'ld
overcomes the world. The foul having this faith, looks back
upon itfelf, and views with fhame and confufion its awful
oppofition to God, its total depravity, and the juftie and glo-
ry of that law which é¢oncludes all under fin and threatens
them with endlefs punithment. ~ Approving heartily of this holy
law, it looks up to Jefus, who has fulfilled it, and by fuffering and
dying accordmg to the determinate counfel of God, has become the

_end of it for righteoufnefs ta every one who believeth. Self-fuffi-

ciency and creature righteoufnefs {ink into infignificance ; and felf-
emptying, {elf-abhorrence, and felf-denial, find a refidence in the
heart. The do&rine of Chrift, which difclofes his beautiful,
amiable and perfe& charadter, his God-head fulnefs, and all things
appertaining to his kingdom and glory, afford a pleafing theme
of contemplation, thankfgiving, and boundlefs happinefs. -

"The foul feels that union to Chrift, which ncither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor po ers, nor things prefent,

. nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creaturs

fhall be able to deftroy.  In fine, thofe who have been regenerated

i hinger and thirlt after righteoufnefs, and do often feel fo f‘crongh /

N e P
Wmmmmmﬂsumm [ DT TSI L PRI, "I




r u ]

[ ™Y

attached to Chrift and his kingdora, that they :amneflly defire
to drop their finful bodies in the Jaft, and . ife above the fkies,
and live forever among th: blood-wafhed throng, in the refrefh-
ing prefence of the L.ord. O LRisthren, come and learn of Jefus,
wio can do all things well. May he ipread his infinite arms of
compaflion around you, make you ufeful, perfevering, tiumphant,
and finally crown you with an everlafting and eternal weight of
glory. Amen. | | |
e ————

-~

CORRESPONDING LETTER.

The WARREN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, affembled at
" NEwerors, State of Ruops-Isianp, Séptember 9 and 10, to the
EvLpers and BRETHREN of our SisTER AsSOCIATIONS, fendeth

Chriftian falutation.

DesrrLy Beroyep 1w THE Lorbp,

AS refpes the kingdom of Immanuel upon earth, profp¢ds
are truly encouraging. The covenant of grace is, indeed, order-
ed in all things and fure. Even in the darkeft times, the child
- of God has this confolation, “The Lord knoweth them that
are his.” ’ '
" We live at an eventful period. Jehovah has been, and is ftill
doing great things among the nations of the earth. And though
all wars and fightings have their origin in the ungoverned lufts
of men, and though the effe®s are truly dreadful, the believer
can ftill fing, <The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice, let the
ifles be glad.” ' ' y

But while we have feen diftrefs of nations, and perplexity, we
have alfo feen the glory of the Lord arife and fhine. The light
of the gofpel is even now diffufing fill more extenfively its genial
influences, while thoufands of poor perithing finners, both in our
own land, and among the benighted heathen, with joy draw
water out of the wells of falvation. o

The people of thefe United States have been peculiarly fa-
voured of Heaven. Upon thefe weftern fhores have been as great
difplays of redeeming love, as in almoft any quarter of the globe.
All orders and ranks of men have largely fhared in the bleflings

of the new covenant. In the fold of Chrift, rich and poor meet
together ; mafter and fervant hecome brethren in the Lord, and

equally indebted to bleeding love ; while all unite to fing, *“ Wor-
thy is the Lamb.”” The Lord has fhowed to us, and to the world,

that all hearts are in his hands, and that he is able to turn them

as the rivers are turned. Whom he will, he calls by his grace;
and whom he will, he ordains and thrufts forth as the heralds of
falvation. The judge from the bench, and the fervant from his
labour, both equally indebted to fovereign grace, and both

- "**”&“k )
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nally « flrong in the e thar is in Chriit Jefus,” are madé
:gc lm’;nblc and fucccfsﬁflnc nuntfters of the Prince of Peace.

Much yet remains to be done ; many iaads yet lie in datknefs ;
and multitudes there is reafon to fear, are conflantly dying m a
ftate of impenitence. What then becomes us, both as preachers
of the gofpel, and as private Chriftians? Two things we cannot
but recommend. Let us be united in prayer ; let us be of one
accord, and of one mind, contending for the faith of the gofpel.

When Zion travails, there is the proinife that jhe fhall bring
forth children. When any particular church is importurate at
the throne of grace, it is not without effect.

Revivals of religi-n genctally begin in the church: How im-
portant, then, that ali the people of God, that the whole church
militant, whofe names are wnitten in heaven, fhould unitedly
wreftlé with Jehovah fo: the profpérity of Zion, dnd the univerfal
eftablifhment of the Redeeme:’s kingdom: But in order to this,
we muft love the fame truth, mu follow the fame ftandard, and
fight under the fame banner. Experience abundantly proves,
that weakened endeavours in promoting the caufe of Chrnift are
the natural fruits of difdgreement with refpe& to his do&rine and
inftitutions. United, we profper ; contending, we decline.

Let us therefore, again and again, compare our fentiments
with the oracles of truth ; let us ever cultivate a {pirit of can-
dour and meeknefs towards one another, and tewards others ; at
the fame time determine never to defert our ftandard, nor
be athamed of the leaft particular by which it is known, though it
coft us our lives and our all.

- May the God of holinefs purify our churches ; may the God
of peace caufe his peace to reflt upon them, giving at the fame
tinue the {pirit of grace and fupplication, till aﬁ fleth fhall fee his
falvation .ogether, as the mouth of the Lord of Hofts hath
fpoken.

~ We carneftly folicit the continuance of  your correfpondence,
and fubfcribe ourfelves, your brethren in the Lord,

STEPHEN GANO, Moderator.
THOMAS BALDWIN, Clert.

N.B. There are 54 churches in this Aflociation : nearly 40
ordained Minifters, befides feveral young men who are ap-
probated to preach. 657 members have been added the laft

year by baptifim ; and the whole number in thefe churches
now is 5¢63.




