$24734

Baptists. Rhode Island. Warren Association, 1812.
Minutes ... in Warren, Sept. 8th and 9th.

Providence, Jones & Wheeler. [ 18121, 10 pp.
MWA copy.



7
o S

e -

////% 20 o “

3

MINUTES
OF THE
WARREN ASSOCIATION

MELD AT THE

]

Baptist Méetz'ng-HouSe
- Darren;

SEPT. 8th and oih;

1812.

b4

Probidence :
PRINTED BY JONES & WHEELER,
M7, Muxzr-Sngw,



%
e e 0 S e e .

)

'

MINUTES, &e.

Tuesday, September 8, 1812*

1. AT two o'clock, Brother Asa Mgsser, President of
Brown Univerfity, according to appointment, delivered the
introdutory discourse, from 1 Peter vy 1—4; after wblcn, |
collefted for the widows of deceased ministers. |

2. Chose Brother Stephen Gano, Moderator, and Bro-
ther David Benedict, Clerk. )

3. After prayer by Brother Gibfon, proceeded to read
the letters from the Churches, and took the following account
of the members added, dismissed, excluded, and deceased,
the year past, and the present number in each Church. '

N. B. The names of ordained ministers are in sMALL
CAPITALS; licensed preachers in ifalics. Those ministers .
with this mark (*) were not prefent.  Chnrches marked
thue (+) we had no information from this session. ~ Vacant
Churches are distinguished by a dash <.

IEEEEES
Churches.  Lilders and Messengers. | 31 &l & f§:
)7 5 g._ |
1st Boston - —— 3 5| 2| 61223
1668 -  Charles H. jones
Marston Allen
Warren Lurser Baker 4} 11 1! 1:157
1764 Stephen Davol
John T. Child
1ft Middleboso’ SaMUEL ABBOTT 2 2112
1756 Asahel Shaw .
Joshua Washburn
2d Middleboro’ StmeoN CoomBs* 1i 20 2123
1757 William Canedy |
Tinathan Coombs
William Achley |
3d Middleboro’ SamueL NELsoN 3145
1761 Elisha Clark |
Martin Keith

* At 10 o’clock, A. M. Brother ITernry Iendall, from tlie District
of Maine, delivered a very interesting discourse from Liph. 2, 6,
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Churches.  Elders and Messengers,

Wrentham Wirriam WirLrLiams
1769 ~ William Brown
Samuel Hasel ‘
Samuel Guild =
Attleborcugh. James Reap

1769  William Dlackington
William Everet
Barnftable BARNABAS BATES
1771 Seth Ewer
Medfield - WiLriaMm GAMMELLY
1776 Abjah Fither

Harwich 1757 JaMmys Barnasy
1st Providence STepHEN GaANO
1639 “Asa MEsseEr
. Samuel Eddy
Templeton 1782 ELisHA ANDREWs*
Bridgewater = o |

1785 Silas Hall
' Thomas Pratt
| Stephen Leach
Randolph . JoeL Brices
1780 - William Blanchard
' - Nathaniel Spear
Carver — A
1791 Samuel Lucas
Marfhfield 1788 TaHomas Conanr*
2d Sutton Wirriam BATCHELDER
1702 Benjanmin Peck
2d Tiverton - Jos BorpeN
1781 Enoch French
Abraham Sanford
Marshpee —_
Newport Joun B Gisson
1756 Samuel Barker
William W. Vernon
Oliver Hepkins

Eleazar Trevertt
Benjamin Pitman
Joshua Saver
Seekhork, for- Joun Prrman
merly Rehobith, Caleb Idafon
Jofeph Bucklin
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Churches.
Grafton
Taunton

1761

Somerfet
1803

¢5)

" Elders and Bessengers.

[

Enoch Bm:hdder
Ambrofe Chase

Yamnes Fm'.’ey
Caleb Atherton

Joseph Marble
Jacob TFrieze

4:h Middleboro’ Essnezer BRIGGS

Jozeph Dunham
Samuel Perlkins

2d Providence JoskpH CorWELL

1805

Fawtucket
1805

Kingston 1805

Yanover"
1806

Warwick and
Coventry 1805

Holden
1807

* 34 Tiverton
1808

P]ymouthﬂ 309

Northbridge
1780
Pawtuxet
1500
Bristol
1811

Pembroke
1819

William Ham
Benjamin C. Grafion
Davip BENEDICT
Jonathan Smich
Ichabod Taber
William Chaffee
SamucL GLovER
JoHN BuTLLR

John Callamore
Thomas Brooks

Davibp CuaTis

John Allen

Amasa Smith
Thomas Marskail
John Abbot
WirriaMm BenTiey
William Humg hrey
Elisha Brown
William Norton

et

Otis Cosper
Br1a Jacoss
William Holdridge

EREEe W Satpeen

Thomas Ncison
Royal Thresh
Lemuel W, Briggs

Josept Torvey
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N. D. The last mentioned church was received the pre-
sent session. Twenty-four of the churches which were on
the Minutes last vear, have been dismissed to form the Bos-
ton Association.

Adjourned until 8 o’clock to-morrow morning. Prother
Samuel Nelson concluded by prayer. Scrmon in the eve.-
ning by Brother Grafton of Newton, from Rom. 7, 9. |

37 It is desired by the writer of these Minutes, that the 4th
church of Middleborough and the church ot ,Grafton would specity
in their next letters tp the Association, the year in which they were
constitated,

Wednesday, Szhitember 0.

Met according to adjournment. Prayer introductory to busi-
ness by brother James Read.

1. The Circular Letter prepared by Brother Samuel Glover
was read and referred to brethren Baldwin, Messer and Pitman,
as a Committee to revise it. The Corre -ponding Letter, prepared
by Brother Luther Exker, was read and accepted.

Rece.vcd communications from sister Associations, as follows,

viz.

A evoc.atzors. Messerigers. Letters. Dinutes.
Charleston ) Lietter Minutes
Philadeiphia Br. WM. RoGERs. do., " do.
New-York T
Stonington = 0. do.
Danbury | |
Shaftsbury Br. Silas Carl, Hervy Jenckes. do. © do.
bturbmdqe rethren BLooMER & Bross. do. do.
Groton U. Conference Br. NORTHUP.

Bowdoinham Br. KENDALL. \ do. do.
1Leyden Br. MONTAGUE. do. do.
Vermont ‘ v

Cumberland Br. Tripp, do. do.

Boston Brethren BaLpwin & Wirrrawms.

These two last are new Associations: the Camberlandis in the
District of Muine, and was formed lately bv a division of the Bow-
doinham. The Boston is a daughter of the Warren ; or rather we
esteem her as an affectionate sister, a helpful ally, Wlth whom we
are anxious to maintain an indissoluble friendship.

2, Appointed the following Messengersto Corresponding As-
snciations. To the
New-York Brethren BATEs & BENEDICT.
Stonington Br., CogNELL.
Woadstock  Br. Nathan Robinson.
N. Hampshire Br. Ansor.
Shaftsbury Brethren BENTLEY & BaTrs.
Sturbridge Brethven Murshal € Smith.
Groton U Con. Brethren CornNELL, Gavo & BAkRER,
Levden Brethren BENTLEY & SwmiTH,
Boston Brethien Pitman, MEsskn & Lppv.
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5. The Committee appointed to revise the Circular Leiier,
reported, that they had not had sufficient time to make those ahier-
ations, which in their judgment would be proper, and advised tiat
it should be submitted to a Committee of Brethren, in and near
Providence, who should be authorized to revise i, and prepar: it
for the Ministers, after the rising of the Association. Brethren fit-
man, Gano, Messer, Kddy & Benedict, with the auihior, were ap-
pointed the Committee.

4. Brethren Pitman, Messer & Eddy, having been appointed
to tuke into consideration the queries which were found in‘'some of
the letters, now brought forward the answers which they had pre-
pared. . | ' |

Query-—From the 1st Middleborough.

“Ts it consistent with the Gospel of Christ, for Churches and
Religious Societies to be incorporated by civil Jaw

Answer~—** That though the Kingdom of Christ is not of this
world, we see no reason why the disciples of Christ may not, like
oth :r men, have the benefit of civil law, either for the protection of
property, or for the fulfilment of voluntary obligations.”*

Query—From the Grafton Church. | |

*JIsit in conformity to the rules of the Association, or agreea- .
ble to the word of God, for one Elder te constitute a church, where
a branch is voted to be set apart by a Council, as a separute
Churcl ¢

Answer—* We know of no rule forsuch a case. A Church is
constituted, not by an Elder, but by its members.” '

Query—From the Church in Barnstable.

“* We should be pleased, dear brethren, if you will give us your
opinion respecting John xiii, 15. . If the washing of feet was given
as an example by our Divine Redeemer, how can we justify our-
selves in not imitating that example #”’

Answer—We do not think that the example suggested, can,
like baptism, or the Lord’s supper, Le a standing ordinance in the .
Liouse of God. |

The Committee who framed this answer were requested to give
their rcasons for it at the next association, S

5. Aducation Fund and Missionary Society.~The Trustees
of the Education IFund are, by an article in the sct of Incorporation,
to he appointed by the Warren Association. Tliis Asscciation has
also for a number of years, made very laudable and successful exer-
tions to collect funds for the Missionary Society, established within
its bounds. Last year, when it was ahout to be divided, it became a
question how the division would, or ought to affect these two impor-
tant establishments, and ** brethren Baldwin, Messer, Gano, Graf-
ton and Williems were appointed a committee, to consider what

* Our brethren in other States will doubtless wonder why any
L ere shourd have any question about incorporation—they ought to
Le informed, that such are the religious laws of some of the N. E,
States, that when a Society becomes incorporated, it is involved in
certain obligations, and hable to certain embarrassments which
toey know uethung  of, which many of our brethren who 'have so
often been fleeced for ministerial tuxes, magnity unnecessarily,
which the limits of this note furbid us fully to explain; but which
the writer of these Minutes intenids to exhibit in a clear point of
view, in the history he is preparing to publish, and which it is hoped
wili be ready to go to the press in the course of a few montls.

-
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measures. were necessary to he taken with respect to them, and to
make their report at the next meetlug of the two Associations”’—
Tney now report to the Warren Assaciation, thit they saw no ne-
cessity for any division whatever-—but recommended that the two
Yostitutions remain in their present form, and be managed as they
have heretofore been ; and exhorted their brethren to united and
vigorous exertions to forward their hvgh\y important vbjects.  And
as three of the seats in the Trusteeship of the Fducation Fund had
become vacant—Maessrs, Luciug Bolles of Balem, Hernan Lincoln of
Boston, and Samuel Eddv ot 'rovidence, were Dy a vote of the Asso-
ciation, appointed to fill them.

The Treasurer of the Missionary Saciety bemg absent, Dr. Bald-

win, the Presid 2nt, propused to receive whatever monies theé fricnds
of the Ianstitution were ready to contribute.

Received from the Caurch and Scciety in '~
Attleberough, - - - y - - E 15 20
¥From Mite Seciety in d'tto, - - - 17 00
From ¥. M. Sccicty, dedieboroug\a, - - 12 45
¥rom do. do. do. Holden, - N - - 1309
From do. do. ~ do. Pawtaxct, - - - 21 23
From Mr. Abijah Fisher, - - - 190

o

0
From Samuel Packms Esq. M1ddleboro, - - 2 00
From the Sisters of the Church in Randolph, -+ <0 38

From the Church and Society in Pawtucket, - - 13 00

From the Fem.le Mitc Society in Seekhonk, - 96 20

From the do. do. do. inNewport, - - 42 68 '
$ 199 1 1

6. From the Minutes of the Association last year—* Voted, to
appomt brethren Messer, Grafion and Gano, a committee to procure
and present at our next meeting, the former articles of this Asseci-
ation ; or in case those cannot be procurcd, to prepare others as
pearly similar as may be.” By this committee the following Arti-
cles were prepared and presented to the Association.

Article Ist. No church may send to the Association raore than
three Messengers ; (viz.) the Elder and twe judicious brethren,

2d. The Messengers shall be members of the church which
sends them, and ab)e, rom their actually residing among the breth-
ren, to represent them. ’

3d. o church shall be admitted into this Association, whicli
has not the followship of-any church already admitted.

- 4th, In case of differences between two or more churches, the
Association will appoint Brethiren to examine and settle them ; bus
if, after suitable lnbor, ene church cannot he made to give to the
other the hand of fe!low smp, that church which will not hearken to
the counsel of their brethren, shall lose its piace in this connection.

5th. If one church inthis Association shall admit into its bo-
som an excommunicated member of another, or if one caurch shail
uphold aud employ an elder or preacher who has lost the fellowship
of another, the Association will appoint brethren to examine the ca-
ses ; and that church which, in cither, shull persist in the wrong,
shall lose its place in this connection. |

6th. The Association will annually appoint a committee to ca
vas and digest the questions proposed to the Association; to nomi-
nate the person to preach the Association Sermon, and also the per-,
son to write the Circalar Letter; to propoese the place the mos. suit-
able for holding the succeeding Association ; to examine and make
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ready for the Association the grievances or difficulties which du-
ring the year rhay exist in any of the churches, and to transact wiat-
evar other business may be fitted to promote their mutual edifica-
#ion in the faith of the gospel. ~ =~ . :

A number of the above articles were vecdeived without opposi-
tion, but as some of them were objected to, it was voted that they be
printed in the Minutes, and submitted to the consideration of the
churches; who are requested to express their views of them in their
letters to the next Association. S : .

- 7. Voted, that brother Charles Wheeler be appointed to write
the Circular, and brother Samuel Eddy tire Corresponding Letter
for the next year. ,

8. Voted, that the next Association beheld at Kingston, which
is in the county of Plymouth, 30 miles south of Boston, about 45 east
of Providence, and within 4 miles of the Rock on which the fathers
of New-England landed. C

9. Voted, that the Association sermon be preached at 10
o’clock in the morning instead of 2 in the afternoon, and that Bro-
ther John Pitman be appointed to preach it, and in casc of failure,
Brother Samuel Abbot.

10. Voted, that the churches be requested to distinguish, in
their next letters, between those members who have been received
by baptism, and those who have joined by letter.

11. Voted, that the Clerk of the Association he appointed to
get the Minutes printed, and to distribute them to the churches.

12. At about 1 o’clock, the usual business of the Association
being finished, the Moderator, with his accustomed solemnity, call-
ed the attention of the assembly to a valedictory address, which he
delivered in a very affectionate and impressive manngr, and then
concluded by a well adapted prayer.

At 3 o’clock in the afternoon, Dr. Baldwin delivered a very
interesting discourse, from 1 Corinth. 15, 58 ; and although man
of the members of the Association had gone off, yet of those wlio
‘remained, and of the inhabitants of the town, there was a very
crowded and attentive zssen « 'y, Dr. Buldwin spoke with much
affection on the long aad happy connecticn which he had enjoyed
with this Association, My, Grafton spokie to the same effect the
revening before ; and both of these venerubie Elders, who have now
‘become fathersin the charches, evinced to their remaining brethren,
that although they had, by the late division of the old body, fallen
in with a new establishment, yet that their friendship and cordial
-affection for the Asscciation with which both of them have stood
;cox}x{egted for between vwenty and thirty years, remained unim-

aired. |
P During the whole session of the Association, the assembly was
uncommonly large and 2ttentive. “The busimess was condncted with
much decorum and facility, the preaching was peculinrly sensible
and solemn, and the whole scene was by the united voice of all,
one of the most interzsting which has lately been witnessed.

The inhabitants of Warren merit the thanks of the Associa-
tion for the hospit.iity which thev manifested to such a numerous

collection of brethren and friends, consisting as is believed of up-
wards of 500,perzons,
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The WARREN A$30CIATION: ﬁ»p‘ma' in" Warrdn, R,
- Scptember Bihand ik, 1812, to the si'vriisl Asevciaiions %ﬁ;/g’u‘hic%
they coésplnd; sendech Chrigtiah Salz'ct{c’#z"oiz‘.. e
ALY TR U SRR M SR D \ A R I v,‘\:) EREENEETETE.
D.E“‘AR'B"QE“‘H}‘EM' 1P “ R RS ) A O .-:‘;-{
.. UNDLER: pleasing . sénsations we address you, with a view,'to

Ferpetuute that fellowship which has for' a eourse of yents substisged
)atween us, While we-trnst we have vhe zame glorlous objetts in
view, and while wa wamld accomplish. the same important. chls~
‘Lhe glory of (vod and the good of souls, happily enguge the heants of
the friends of Jesus, and: promote .un- ardent, zerl iin - the cuuse of
tratlt, - Uhnited exertions of the followers. of. the Lamb are eminently
Galculated to give sucgess in our holy rebgion ;. and our communicar
tions have hitherto contributed to our mutual encogragement in the
good work of the Jsord, - Under these inspressions we. feel a satjsfac-
ton in addressing yos, while we take a view.of what has bieen slready
doue, the which, instead of humiting us to mgre narrow botuds, cpeiis
a more extensive field for gospel labor, and fariishes a happy pros-
pectof a more abundant harvest. =~ - - ' S
- We look forward to a day of more general diffusion of christian
fmowledge, and confulently helieve-our- commaon Lotd. will honor his
servants in their exertiens in his blessed causes. ¢
Union of heart in the truth of the goepe] we believe to be happily
calcnlated to promote vnited exertiah; and. to strengthen the hands
of the friends of Zion. - Indeed, we considerall union which -has net
the truth for its foundation, as having a direct tendenty to dissemir
pate erroneous opinions, and ‘to di cert the attention from the plain
coirmaids of the Redeemer. S o
... Wishing as we do, the continuation of a1l that feNawship we have
hi,t‘nqy't‘q’ enjoyed, and ap increasing Zeal in otr mutual cxertions for
‘f}gc spiritua) aud eternal welfare .of our fellow men, we- hape to be
{'mmd solemrly.engaged to have all gur sentiments formed  and oue
practices guided by the unerring we ! of God ; thatwe may coutend
earnestly tovthe faith pnce deliverea to te Saints. RIS
. Dafintéiview has: been both solem and dJelightful. From .a
Rumber of the churches we hear of great .additions, attended with
most pleasing effects in enlivening the minds of those of long stands
ing in cur holy profession. Dear brethren, pray for us, that with
gmtefqi hearts we may acknowledge the goodness of our Lwod, and
that; our time, oyr t3lents, our all, may be devoted to our gracious
‘Liord ; that we may shew forth the praises. of him_whe hath called
us to his eternal kingdom and Glory by Chirist Jesus, Amen. ¢

oo - Cwcular Letter.

)

1 THE Committee appointed to revise this letter, paid ee:xe?,v,
attention to the -husiness, but found it difficult to make such a revi-
sipn a5 would dboth satisfy thém -und Br. Glover, the author; they
tlicrefore, with Br. Glover’s consent, concludid not -to publish it s
and not heing emnpowered to form a new one, there was no alter-
native but to publish the Minutes witheat any.

STEPHEN GANO, AMoaderator.

DAVID BENEDICT, Cink, -

“



