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3. After reading ovr plan no ({entiivents,  Veted, e G’ Lostueen prefeat, why

4. The cirév' = Y-zer (prepaied by Brother Fohs Caton) being vead, it was moved,
ghat 2 c.roiaites be appointed to examine it, and bring it forward to-morrow merning foj,
a fecond rezding.,  Theicfore appointed Elders, Ebenccer Ferris, Fohn Dodge, Elias LetgR
Foksn t:atun, it Thoruas Muntanye.—Adjourned till to-morrow, eight o’clock, A. M, '

” ~ WEDNESDAY MORNING. ‘

 Met according to adjournment.

Sermon *his morning by Brother Thomas Montanye, from Rom. 5. 10,

1. The committee appointed t~ examine the circular letter reported: that they judpi
it expedient, to poftponce the letter of Ir-tier Caton, (not . n account of detefions, nog
that we reject it) but fiom a cev " won, of the expedirnc; ¢ onr publithing the manne
of forming this aflociation; . . to fhew thz churches the 1egularity of our proceedingl
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their families, being founded upon {cripture teftimony ; and that every church .
fhould ufe their utmolt influence to cultivate prayer, being the breash of ihé §
gew born foul ; and :f any member has not love fufficient 10 lead to i, difci-
line fhould be attended to in the moft careful-manner ; at the fame time every
church fhould jude for themfclves, whether the reafons uffered by the objector,
are a fufficient excufe. ° . o o 3 ; .
6. Whereas a suuinber of perfons at the Green Kills have folicited this Affo-
cistion to fend them fupplies—Elder Jobn Caton will'atvind the fécond Lerd’s
day in-May; and. Elder William Branrdige, the &t Lord’s Day in April; and
shedd of our brethren who may travel that wuy, will call apon Jacob Reéder of
ﬁh“y.."':'he church of Warwick warn all our churches to beware of Amos Parle,
whom they had licenfed for the miniftry ; but now having excommunicated;
for falfifying his word and deceiving by lying in a wicked nianner; with other
‘fof‘o&llm. e - '-- . e . _..» « o, - . I
~ 8. The<church of Newtown-Paint beini deftitute of a paftor, and having
fought our afiftance, we have appointed Elder Lebbeus Lathrop to idunerate in
thac Iand, for threc months, for the generat good of the caufe of religion.
9. The lowter prepared by brother L¢s, to the Philadelphia Afloeiation, bein

sead, wasapproved, and broibers Jobn Ceton snd Jehn M. Feogiw, our meflenge
_ 1& The Philadelphis Afociation having teflifidd th.t‘t‘l'$ not receive the

#t Chureh of New-York in their bady, in 1797, snd sdvife a count
eil; that it inmy bg amicably fewtled. This: affociation conclude theéir condudt
bes been fo impattial, and as they have prapofed & council and havrbeen rejet-
#d, deem it injodicious to do any thing farther in the bufine6s; only that- out
committee write a joint teftimony to the meflengers of the Philadelphia Aflocis
#tion, to meet in New-York the lat Wodnefday in October, 1792, and “.ﬁf'!.
Kddecs Les and Caton, be our meflengers, L AN R S

531. SUPPLIES.

r

Lord’s-Day in Nevember, Robert Fifk,

4
§ Do. in December, Siler Somtbworth,
3 Le. inPebruary, Yhomes Montanye,
Middlctown. <2 Do. in M‘Nh, hn Caton. . .
3 Do. -in8pril,” Robert Fifk.
3  Do. in My, Lebbews Latirep,
L3 Do. in Aogult, Williem Brundige.

2. Voted that our next Affociation be held at Bedford, the third Tuoefday iy’
October, 1793. Introduftory fermon te be preached at twe o’zlock, P. M. by
brother Fohn Guton; and in cafe of failure by brother Ewech Ferris,

13. Brother Themes /Hostanys is sppointed to fuperintend the printing of thip,
minuses, and to for ward them te the churches. . :

CIRCULAR
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[CIRCULAR LETTER.]

The Erpers and BRETurEN of the feveral Bartist CuurchEs belonging te
" the WARWICK A5>0CIA I'TON, met in Warwick, Octeber 16, 1792:
To the Churches with whom they are connelted, GREETING. '
BELOVED BRETHREN,
HE great d.fign of our annual meeting is to promote the welfare of the
Church of Chriit, not only in giving advice in difficult cafes, but timely. in-
timations of infedtions in the land ; and it is with folemn furvey we view that
prophecy fulfilling (darkmefs covereih the earth, and grofs darknefs the minds
of the people) which is made mamitelt by the intectious errors artfully intro-
duced. by thote who either (as Saul did) do it ignorantly through unbelief; or
with malice againit the blood of the covenant, counting it an unholy thing.
Was there ever a time that called louder than the prefent for chriftians to put
on the whole armour of God ; and earuetlly contend ftor the faith once deliver-
e to the faints ! When the fincere milk ot the word is withheld, Chrift’s flock
is vot fed ; and many theieby are become fickly, having their tender minds em-
bittered againt wholefome tvod (found dodtrine ;) fince the eflence of religion
(viz. fovercign grace) is the object the oppofers of truth pointingly fpeak a-
inft. Daes it not highly become us to confront the enemy, with united hears
and tongue. Therefore we judge it neceflary at this time to addrefs you upon
the much defpifed, though precidus.datvine of Elcclion, and be as cemeife as
the importance of the fubject will adevg. The ward election, as ftated hﬁtipg;:i
wure, implies the free will or choice of the ele®or; conftraint or compuifion
are incompatible with,"and oppofite to cholce, which muft be voluntary, or net _
at all. Every eleétor hath an end in view, in refpect of which he makes his
choice ; for the accomplithment ar performance of which the choice is made: ~
therefore the eleit muit be confidered pallive, being wholly at the will of the .
ele@tor: Thefe three ideas are infeparably connected with election—whatever .
kind we refcr to, whether of God, or of man. The many perplexities that
embarrafs the minds of many of Chrift’s tender lambs, about this doétrine (as
310 doubt there are) arifes from an inattention to the different fenfes in which |
feripture fpeaks of God’s chofing, or electing perfons; whether to the adoption
of children, or to effice : Of the lutter, many have (doubtlefs) perifhed in their ’
fins, as was the cafe with Judas, whe was elected to office, but not to eternal 7
lite. ¢ Have I not chofen you twelve, and one of you is a devil.”” 1 fpeak not .
of you all, 1 know whom | have chofen. John xiii. 18. From which it appears
Judas was only chafen to office. Here we fee the difference between predefti-
nation to the adoption of children, or being omly chofe to oftice; for he that
was chofen to office, being a devil, went to his own place, loft, being the fon }
of” perdition ; and Pharaoh, who tor that purpofe was elected, chofen and raif.
ed up; alfo Saul, that wicked king, God elected him and gave him to Ifrael in
wiath. Who dare prefumue to fay, that thefe and many more that might be °.
mentioned, were elected or chofen 19 holinefs? Yet from thefe inttances, the :
oppofers of this doctrine take thie alvantage of weak minds, and through the °
deccitfulnefs of fin, endeavor to ground prejudice againft fovereign grace ; hence
by them it isiuterred, that as fome arc Joit whom God eleéied to office, th:_rce
0"y




[ s ]

fore elediion daes not fecure the falvation of thofe who are predeftinated to the
aloption of children; they being ignorant of God’s righicoufinefs, go about wa
eltablith a righteoufuefs ot their own, ‘

sSome times election intends God's chofing, and fetting apart a people to par-
ticulac external privileges, as was the cale ot the Jewith naiion ; tor they, ..ot-
withitanding their wickednels, are fr.q.cmly cal.ed God’s chofen people (tho’
many of themn abandoned wreiches.; 1lcre che enemes of grace take occdfion
to fpurn at the covenant of promife, aflerting that election 18 conditional, be-
caufe many of ithefe Jews were cut off through unbelief. “fhus ideais a delufion,
obnoxious tu trruth ; countrary to feripruie ; inconfiftent with reafonn. Al hougly
the Jews weie all under a covenant ot works, aud pafled through the Red Ses,
yet thro’ their hardencd obflinacy and continied 1ebellion, itis evident they were
not chofen in the covenant of giace; theietoi¢ not piecious to the Father in
Chritt ; nor precious to Chrut as the gift of the Fualier; nor inteiefted in the
attonement, were given up to harducis of heart to biindnefs of mind ; to believe
a lie, that they might be damned, hasing their coniciences feared aswith a hot
jron. * But as many as weve ordained to eternal lite believed” — Acts xiii. 48.
whicli fully anfwers the unrealonable objections, aund clealy illuftrates our
fubject in confirmation of the doctiine, thac uone but carnally blind, or wilfully
obitinate, dare oppofe the doctrine ot election. Election ot Grace, is God’s
chofing his people in Chrift Jefus from eternity, giving them to him, feuing
them apart in connection wilh him—‘¢ to falvation ihrough fanctification of the’
fhirit and belief of the truth,” To the pirai(# of the glory of his grace, where-,

in he hath made us accepted in the beloved—£ph. 1. 6. In whom we have re-

demption through his blood, the forgivenefs ot fins according to the riches of*
his grace—v. 7. Election is an act ot Jehovah, hus fuvereign will and infinite
Jove united in the choice of his people—*¢1 will have meicy on whem I will.

have mercy’’ —Exod. xxxiii. 19. ¢ So then it is not ot him that willeth, nor of*

him that rqnueth, but of’ God that theweth meicy.”” Row. ix. 16. From which
it appears God's own glory and the eteraal falvation of his people, was the no-.
ble refulc and uliiinate end he had in view, iy chofing them. Here infinite
wifdom is difplayed-—The Lord knoweth them that are his—3 Tim. ii. 19.—
John xiii. 18. from which it appears the elect are definitely recorded in the co-
venant of grace; and all fuchqffare freed trom condemnation. * Who <l

Jay any thing to the charge of God's elect.” Rom. viii. 33. In this infinite
floop of the great God, wifdom directs the choice, infinite will feizes the pearl,

mercy feals the bleffings of eternal love ; -ulligus them heirs of eternal life, and *

joint heirs with Chrift Jefus, for they weie delivered unto him for his inherit-
ance, as a reward for his lubour of love, in due time to be made manifelt ; this
appeared in his hying down his lite ftor them—John x. 15, Upoen which he
challenges an indifputable right to them as the gifi of the Father, in contidence
of which he fiys, ¢ all that the Father giveth me fhall come to me— Johu vi,
27.  Aud alfo, as the purchafe of his blood—*¢ He thall fee of the travil of his
foul.” The ele¢t were not only chofen to eternal lite, but were forn.ed for the
praifes of God—¢ [ have to:med this people for myfelt: they fhall fhew foirh
my praife.” Ifa. xliii. 28. Jehovah thews his fovereign right iu chofing parti-
cular particles of the dutl 1o Mcv. furth his praifes, as vellcls of livuor.  Agin,

the
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the uneonditional and eternal nature of election appears, and alfo the paflivg
Rate of the clect. Could the duit reply? Nay; but, O wman! who art thou
that replieft againft God ? (or anfwerelt ugain, or difputeit with God.) Shall
the thing formed fay to him chat tormed it, why baft 1hou made me thus ! —
Rom. ix. 20. Hath not the pc'“ ~r power over the clay of the fame lunp, to
make one veflel unto honor and amother unto dithonor ? (veife 31.) Fhought
Ifrael (literal Ifi-ael) be nat gatiwered, yet lh?ll i be g‘lnr.iou‘s. Ifa. 49. 5. Thus
it appears we did not chufe him, but he chofe us—not for any good he forefaw
in us, or done by us, for we are all childien ol wrath by nature even as others, de
§n trefpallcs and fins; without will or ability to a&t with or for God, or our owd -
foul's good ; being carnally minded, which is death; not inactivity of mema’
powers, but fpiritual. Being natural, not knowing the things of the fpirit, be-
caufe they are fpiritvally difcerned ; but in due time Chrift died for the ungod.
)y—Neither did God elet his people becaufe they were finners, for fin in them
could not be a motive tv induce Jehovah to choofe them, for God delighteily
not in fin; but it wasan independent a®, according to the purpofle of lis owd
fovercign will, and riches of his grace ; tlie act being cternal is uot fubject 19
change to any future condition of the creatu:e, .
Notwithitand.ng all things in the veiw of Go 1l were aud are prefent, yet thers
was no man to' a‘t good or evil, confequently tlieie was not any thing fprings -
ing from ation or intention, from creatures to excite love oqhatrcd. Bot with-
out auy regard to their future condu®, e chofe tiemn as it is written. ¢ Foe:
the children being not yet born, having done neither good nor evil that thy
purpale of Ged, accordiug ta de®ion might ftan:l ; not of works but of M
that ealleth, Jacob have | loved 5 but Efau have | hated.”” From which,
Jearn the elect were chofen in Chrit confiftent with the good pleafure of M
Father, and no injury done to the reft fo called in feripyie. ** The ele@tiof
hath obtained it, am{ the relt were blinded. Rom. 11. 7. It maft be granted ¥
that ele®ion implizs leaving fome, for if all were chofen it would be no eﬁec‘iiolip
at all, yet as they were not confidered as having done good or evil, God's
choofing or electing his people could not be the caufe of the damuation of thé.
reft; for if all were pure, then all free from condemnationn. Remember | pxoaé
thee, whoever perithed being innocent ; or where were the righteous cut R
Job 4 7. had they remained pure, not mifery, but happinefs niuft have been ,
their’s ; forimpoffible muft it have been for thein to perith ; theretore not damned_']
becaufe they were not eledted, but becaufe they wanfgrefled the law of
God. -¢‘Sin is a tranfgreflion of the law.”” God did not deevee they fhould fisn, *
but decreed to punith them for fin and nothing elfe; therefore it cannor be
wrong inogehovah to do that which isright. T'hus dear brethern may shefe
general obfervations upon this important and comprehenfive word Elefticn,
ferve to lead your minds ; firft to fearch the feriptures for they are they which
teitify of God, and fully contain the revelation of this myftery., We citeem |
the Bible as the man of our concil—and fuch condu® of our brethern no lef¥
noble than Paul did the praitice of the bearians, whe fearched the fcriptured-
daily to fee if thefe things were fo. "
3d. May it lead you to confider the infinite love and wiflom which is brought !
- : 10
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w light in the gofpel ; wherein God’s glory fhines in the independent choice of
his people, which is the procuring caufe of your eternal happinefs; ¢ what
manner . love thie Father hath beftuwed upon us that we fhould be called the
fons of God,”” 1. John 3. 4. |
3d. May itlead you to Jelus the author and finifher of your faith, the great
repofi-ory of God who is made wnto us wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and fancti-
fication, and redemption, with a heart felt fenle of gratitude and thankfgiving
ou owe to him, who hath loved you and died for you; and to honor his name
as the Caprain of your falvation and high Prieft of your profeflion, by a due
compliauce with his commands receiving his inftructions and relying on the
efficacy o his bload, by whom we have received the attonement, Rom. §. 11,
That by . well ordered life and converfation you adorn the doétrine of Chrift
our Saviour. Your heavenly Father will be glorified in that yeu bring forth
much finit ; fo will you appear as a city fet on an hill which cannot be hid.
4th. May it lead you to conceive of the exceeding vilenefs of fin as the pro-
euring caufe of eternal woe ! and ¢f {uch a nature that no facrafice thort of the
blood of Churilt, could make fatisfaction. .
sth. May it lead you to humbling views of yourfelves and of Gods being all.
in all (however great your gifis and graces) your perpetual neceflity of
looking too and relying onthe Lord, for gracious influences of the divine (pirit
as well as thofe of the weakeft capaciry, with continual watchfulnels repent-
ance and prayer ; remembering your obligations to the rrivne God while you
participaie the Father’s love in fetting you apart for himnfelf, before the foun-
dation of the world ; furely your hearts will reply the Lord hath done great
things {or ws whereof we are plad. Confider yourfelves net your own, you are
bought with a price : therefore glorify God in your bodies and in your f{pirits
wiiich are God’s. '#Way you be gnided by the Holy Ghoft the author of truth ;
who leadeth into all myfleries who fpake by the mouths of his Prophets, which
hath been finice the world began ; is the author of all ed:ifying gifts ; through
him you are renewed in the foirit of your minds, and he alone can create a
clean heart within you—He that hath an ear let him hear what the {pirit faith
‘unto the charches. Now to him who is able ro keep vou from falling, and pre-
feut you taulilefs before the prefence of his glory, with exceeding joy, to the
only wife God our Saviour be glory and mgjeity dominion, and power, both now
and torever; Amen. We remain your brethren in the fellowfhip of the Gof-
pel. Signed by order of the Aflociation
EBENFEZER FERRIS, Modsrator,
TIIOMAS MONTANYE, Clerk.




