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M I N U T E 8§
OF THE

WARWICK BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,
HELD IN BEDFORD, OCTOBER 15 & 16, 1793.

i o ST ———— e~y —

Tuefday, two o’Clock, P. M. O&ober 13, 1793,

= I‘ ROTHER 7e/s Caton, delivered the introdudiory fermen, from 1&t- Jelin
AP, 3. ¢ That which we have feen and heard, declar: we unte you ; that ye
" alfs mi : kave feliowfhip with us, and truly our fellowfhip is with the.. Father, and
© awith pis-Sea Frfus Chrift”

3. Brother John Dodge was chofen Moderatsr, and Benjam.in - Pelton, G/ert,
Let:ers trom nineteen churches were read.

Y. B. Minifters names in Jt.o/cs.  Thofe marked with an *, were not pre-
fz 3. Fromn the churches marked thus 4, we received no ‘ntelligence.. Dafhes
denote no fertled minister. - |
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Elias Queréau, o} .0  { o I 1} 350
North-Cattle, Ezvra Fountain, l
. Jdblﬂl Robifon. O 1 3 (o) 1 o | 41
- Wantage, Sitas Southworth,® ;5 1 4 o o ol 16
New-Cornw ak Geton, |
nwall, Richard Williams, 9 of o} o 1] 3158
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‘NCWBurgh, William Brundige, |
. James Gray. ol 1 or ol 1 t |32
Ebcnezer Ferris, |
E { Danicl Hali,
. anord, { Ebenezer Jones,
| Ebenezer Howe,
{ Benjamin Youngs. 0 1 I 1| 12.] of 23

Carriedover, 20 6 10 1 18 7 44
Adjourned to nine o’clock to-morrow morning,.
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Wednefday Morning, O¢tober 16.

]

Mzi according to.adjo urnmeat.

€hurches. Minifters & Licﬂi;hgers.
Brounght forward,
. " Eltas Les,
Rldgtﬁd‘d ’ ‘Robert Edmond.

Jobn Dedge, |
Stephen Badgfley. -
. William Reynolds,

5 Fredsrick’s %‘Enocb Férris,

Clinton Town, {

Crofs-River,

'Hewan King,

Town, Benjamin Pelton:
Bedford, John Higgins,
silvanus Reynolds.

1 Fifbkill, 5{ Henty Chariick.
Benjamin Montanye
7 1ohn Gilmore.
- Lebbeus Lathrop.,
~ Jfaac Koads,
Gilbert Drake,
Daniel Hail,
g]dﬂma Horton.

2 New-Yoik,

Brookfield ,
Pecks-Kill,

Chemung,
Middletown, S —
| Total,

Voted, that fuch brethern prefent, who are agreed with this Afluciation, are

invited to take a feat with us.
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3. The laft years Minutes of the Philadeiphian Afociation were received by

the hand of Brother Thomas onianye.

4. Received and read a letter from Mr. Fohn St'm.forr{, Minifter of the Geof-
pel in New-York; in which was enclofed the Minutes of Kent and Sufiex Aflo-
ciation, which was 1¢ad alfo; this aflociation are much ebliged to Mr. Stanford,
for the kind favour ; and alfo rejoice in the unanimity of our- filter churches
in England, wik: this Affociation, in the important doétrines of itie gofpel.

s. ‘I hecircula, letter being read, our brethern Ebenezer Ferris  Elias Lee,
Tfaaec Roads and Froch Ferris, with brother Thomas Montanye, the auihor, were

appeinted to examine the fame,
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6. Query from (he church at Warwick. Isic confiltent with the golpel for
two cherches lying advancageeus to cach other, both being fmall, to torm one
bedy, sud in the futu.e 10 be known as one charch ! Aufwer. This aflociation
wot only cenfider it lawful, but would recommend it wherever it can be doue in
the fellowhip of Lhe gofpel. .

7. Two letiters received and read, both calling thenfelves the Pecks-Kill
church. This affociation weant inzo an inveftigation of the matter, and found
that a divifion had taken place among themfelves, refpeting the do@rine held
by this afl>ciaiion : and that & number of oar churches being fulicited attended
at Pecks-Kiil, at which time they mutually agreed to be twe pcople, snd as
If3ac Re11s, 30d thofc mombers wiih him &ill hold the dodkrine of the affocia-
tien, they were unanimoufly confidered the church. :

8. The church of Stanford, informsd us, that they had excommunicated
twelve mem for diferderly condact. waich being infpected into (by requett
of the church,) by a number of our brethern in the mhixiy and churces s this

effacintion in her difcipline give her fellowthip, _
' ¢ By :he minu:es ot the New-York aflociation, it was requefed that the
charches fufpend their judgement upon our publication of them, in our mi-
~ mutes of 1791, until chis ficing at Bzdtord; and alfu appointed a commitiee to
waiapon us. Thefe are te certify that nu committee attended and that the
minstes of May 31, and June 1, of 1791, are facts which we c1u prove. '

10. M:. A lam Hawmbleton, in a fingular manner, diltributed a bundle of let-
ters ia prut th ‘033" the adhziavion in the midt of bufinefs, impregnated with
malevelen:e: impiaching eur committer; and flindering Fobn Coton—In con-
fequence of which our co nmittee have fullcribed as follows: \Whereas in the
fesenth paragraph of a letter, called thie fecoud Baptift church of New-York,
10 the War-vick aflociation met in Bedfor |, October 15,1793, There is a clanfe
fazgetts, that the committecs (a:poiulcd to invetignte the claim of Bemjamin
Mouzanye, Thonis Gaenifs, and Jofim Gilmore, of the right reprefenting faid
fecond church of New York, in the convention fitting a¢ Mount Pleafant) had .
been inflaenced by a repart of John Caton, viz. that M, Foller of New-York
fiid, it was the beft thing the committee caald de, would bs 10 bring in Mr. B.
Montanye, and his party, the 21 church.  \We do affert that we were rot in-
fluenced by any fuch repast, neither do any of us know any thing of fuch a ve-

po:t.
Benjimin Pelion, R
Nathian Cole, CMembers of the faid committee.
Fliag Lee. S '

11" The churchies no doab: wiil fee the abomc publication, and as a furth-r
onimation that it dozs not coatain the wruth, Mr. Hambleton (the bearcr o
“d pullicatio1,) confefled betore he left Bedford in prefence of Nathan Cole,
:‘:h'l Catoq, Gilher: Doxy, Benjamin Pelton, and others : that part of it was

S
Suzpiies for deftitute Churdhes.

. L-dbeas Latrrip, 2d Lord’s-Day in January.

Middiceawn. 37‘&»&4! Rlmterve, 24 Do in Afr'!.

[}
Vias Rozds, LordeDay before the atfciation.
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R ahien Garvitfoa, 23 Lord’s-Day in March.

X c

Crofs-River. 9 - . 7. |

iRy v Ebenezer Firris, 2d Do. in Mav.
o Diniel Hall, 2d LorJd’s-Day in December.
Bediord. Ensch Fervir, l=ft No. in Do.

- Eienezer Ferris, 2d Do. CinAgrl _

Gt pente§ Daniel Hall, 2d Lord’s-Day in December. -
Nopycants, § Daniel Hal, 2d Lord’s-1ay in December

VYT U Yaac Roads, 1t Do. . in March.

12. Voted that Thonas Montanve prepare a letter to the Philadelphian Ao
e.aton, our for.ner Meflengers fohn Ccton, and Joam M. Fogtc ; be re-apro,nicds

13+ That this Afociation, meet in future, the laft Tuelday in May..

142 Qur coumittee upoa the circular letter reported ; that they Lad examined,
and did approve the letter as was firft read to the Affociation. Irother £:5:s
Lee to prepare one for the enfuing year. - ’

15- The next Affociation to meet at Warwick, on the laft Tuefdzy in May,
A. D. 1794, mtroduflory ferinon to be preached by brother Erdch Ferris, at two
o’clock P. M. and in'cafe of failure, by brother Fenjamin NMontanye.

16. Brother Thomas Montanye is requefted to fuperintend the printing of the
minutes, and forwaid them to the churches. | ’

. [CIRCULAR LETTER.]
Thae Ellers aalBrethren of the feveral Churches met im Aflociation, at Bedford, .
| - O&ober 13, 1793- ' 7

To the Churches with whom they are connecled, GREETING.

»>

. BELOVED BRETHREN, | . -
HE defign of our annual meeting, is to give you counfel, and inform be:
“tween: truth ‘and error'y it is therefore with the greateft pleafure, that -
we addrefs you thisyear, on the all important and glorious doRrine of Juftification.
No point in the chriftian religion more mifconftrued : the reafons -obvious;

the degeneracy of our hearts, and its being an act of God in 2 way myfterious
even to Angels. Were we left to the light of nature, or human couception to
judge the ways'of “God, we would never determine the fubjed to a certainty ;
therefore we do not look to nature withes, neither own hearts fuggeftions in
eaiding oar pen ;¢ bue th2 unadulterated word of truth : which prefents the
~doGrine in clefe union with that of Ele&ion found in the will of God ; which
is the fovereign in the divine effence.  Hard and harfh expreilions ousht to be
-avoided, but truth maintained. As an immanent a& of God we would juft ob.
{erve : the uaion of . Ziton tothe Med:ator can never be confidered with the
]2aft propriety in impurity ; for how can fpotlefs innocence dwell with fin: or
God in his holinefs take delight in a contrariety with his own nature? confe-
quently, in that the elect ftood complete in Chrift not only decreatively, but in

< ryftical union: illuftrated by the Poet,

“ Then were our charaers decreed,

‘“ Blamelefs in love, a holy feed ;” |

confirmea
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soafir.ned by the {uriptare, ““Romans 8. 33. wao fhall lay any thing 11 the ti.m'gi‘
if God’s eleé? ? 10 ir God that juefiifets.”” It muft neceflarily follow : that as iis
eriginal was the divine mind, 1t 15, and muit be eternal ; aad as they bore the
epithet of elrct from eternity, Ckrit! aecepted and tzl}Fy juilifed and acquittea ;
we muft clearly fee the propriety of the colrine.—Lhat. the patriarchs, pro-
-phets -and faints of Cod under the former dipeniaton, were juitified by the
fame rigisteoafaefs of Chriit tha: believers under the Cofpel sre 1:ow : ronerre-
tend to deny, Rom. 3. 25. whick was long before Chrift’s actval death, orrighs:
teoufnels being brought m ; it naruraliy follows, that as thoufands of them went
trinmphing to glory in that righteouinels, it was uron. the fcotin‘g.oi Chrift’s
{aretyihip engagements; there is therefore the famne equal projriety of  the
ele® flanding in the {ame in the eteraal covenant. _ . __
24ly. As a declarative juftification appears in the facred fcriptures, it will rot
be anifs to elucidate its n4ture, which is in Chrift the head of the Church :
confifting of tlree parts. Firit, the non-imputation of fin to them ; Rom. 4. 8.
Secondly, In the impntation of their fins w Chrif}; lfaiah ¢3. 6.—2. Cor. 5. 12
Thirdly, In the manifeftat’uh of himfelf in the world as their ffosfor, furety,
‘axd fubftitute, yherein he fuilercd, bled, and died ; baving fulfilled the law by
a tantamount obedience to its requirements, his paflive fuflerings in his death
~_ finithed the redemption of h's people ; and on the rifing rorn was. acquited
- and difcharged, and as he fuffered, bled, and died, not'as fingle perfor, (i e.)
not for himafelf ; but as the head and reprefentative of his people, he arole al-
fo as fuch ; now as he wasacquitted or juflified in this the work he kiad done,
- 1t not being for himfelf but for his people, they were not only owned . in - this
- ovedieiice, but alfo difcharged acquitted and juftified in him, Rom. 4. 25-.

3dly. Manifeftive or juftification by faith, not as a condition ; but as an in
- frument that exercifes itfelf in the plan of grace. Eph. 2. 8. S

Jultification by the imputed rightedufnefs of Chrift, is a do&rine cffential in
the chriftian religion ; it was this in the reformatioa ftruck at the root of popifh
. fuperflition, cut off all penances and purgations in any other -channel, for

- which many lives were taien; fo high was it efteemed, that ong ‘called it the
main finew of the church, and another, that the health and profperity of Zion
were counected with its pure adminiftration ; the third, that by its reception
in the church, the ftate of religion migit be known and underftcod.

It ftands oppofed to juftification by the law ; debafes the creature, and puts
the crown on the head of Zion's King: By it we do not underftand that inter-
nal enjoyment of the foul, in the {fweet experience of heavenly grace ; neither
does it confift in any thing wrought in the foul by the Eternal Spirit : this
would confound juftification and fanéification together. Were we in poffeflion
of the rectitude of angels, and the law of God not fulfilied, we on fcripture
grounds, could have no well-founded hopes of heaven :—therefore, the rege-
nerating grace of God does not relieve finners from the execution of wrath in
the law ; ‘but fits them to behold by faith, the  matter of their juftification out

| of
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of ihemiclves, aud to entertain holinefs within; to dwell with Chrit in full
{ruition, beyond the grave. . |
ultification ftands oppofed to a fate of condemnation; itis a judicial term,
and has seference to aflairs in a judicial court, wherein the neceflities of one
are rclieved in another ; {o the finner-is acquitted, juftificd, and freed by -the
. obedience and death of Chrift. 1t i; prefenting the guilty in a ftate of righte-
.oufnefs betore Ged, aspure as the law 5 and, as free from the guile of fi, as
though they liad vever finned ; and in ftanding, nore fecure. - E
- 71 his s an 2€ of God’s jree grace in acquitting the guilty, and i1 owning
them righteons his fight, through the imputcc% rightcoufnefs of Chrl, im-
putest to then for -their. rightcoulnefs, in thelr joftification, and reccived by
faithalene. Rom. 3. 26, 27, 8.

1 hae the righteoufnefs of Chrift is our righteonfnefs, appears
derit by the faripture, where he is called our righteoufnefs—Jévs 23-
the chiirch' i union ‘with B, in her myftical relation ; ad thisis the name
wherewiih fbe frall be célled N Lord cur righteoufnefs—Jer. 37. 16- THis union

eing fo near, bone of his bone and fleth of his flefh, fhe {the Church) is enti-

— W)Y

tled to all he (her Huftand) pollefles, found in his divine will by the Spirit.
¢ Al is your’s ;» but from the mature of that rightecufnefs God juftifies us n.
Here it is neceflary to- diftinguifh particularly that righteoufnefs which is mpu-
ted; freon the righ=eoufnefles of the Mediator, peculiar only to himfelf in that
capaciive  C - -
1ft. Chrft’s efental r'ghteoufnefs, comprehends his divine effence ; his eter-
nity, emenfity, and immutability—John 1. 1. wherein as God h¢ took part in
the great plan of redemdpgon, and was found meet to atone for others; which
wightequinefs God gever defigned o part with, being jealous of his own nature; = 3
neither did we ftand in need of it, in order to our juftification. = This would rob
Ged of his glery and deify the creature. . = = *° 7 | -

2dly. Chrift, as man, pofleffed a righteoufiiefs, being the fruit of the Spirit,

not only cvi-

':23'6' and 3

in 21 inefable, mftzrios, inconpréhentible genération s being boly, harmbfs,

end andefled, feparate from fmners, i which true body and reafonable foul, he

thewed a familiarity with the childres of men, in holinefs, purity, and per-
fetion. . o | J

3dly. Chrift was righteous as the redeemer of God’s elect, wherein his human-

ity was tak2n iato unioa with his divinz perfon: Joha 1, 14; and hz coaftituted a

m :diator in us mzdiatorial charafer, being co-equal with the Father & cénfub-

&Mld?i-‘l. wnbtke Holy Q"Afﬁ, m Whlf-‘i ou;Redeemer was capacitated, to work out o
that,righteerfnels by Which we arejjuflified, and wherein he doth appear pof-

{efled of power,and ability to fergive firfand acquit the guilty ; which righte--
onfiaefs was wrought out by his adtive obedience, and paflive fufferings; and
being compleated T';y his death, he hath it to part with, having 1o e ten of
his o vn, and doth make it over, reckon it to our account, cr pute it to us
for oar jultification.  This righteoutnef{’s accepted of God is now made manifeft
in the go'pel, as an aft of the Father : Rome 40 6. ¢flim (i, e.) God the
Father
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Father, are ye in Chrif? Jefus, chofen and united to him 3 whe. of Ged 'L(ihe fa.

ther ) is made unto us righteoufnefs 5 that is, made over tn us for @r jug

7 Chrifkis the author of this righteoufnefs, as the head and regyentan
his peo; I= ; they are accaited in him.  As Adam’s yofterity firne¢ tn-him, -2nd
with him fell under the condemnztory fentence of the law ; fo all the {piriinal
feed and offspring of Chr'ft, were juilified in him ; be ‘being delivered up to
death and divine juftice in their room, and for their tranfgreffons ; wlen the faw
rcleafed him, he having anfwered all deizands that were agaicft thern : i him:
they. were difcharged. | . IR ‘

‘The divine Spirit enlightens elect l’x‘hners into the nature of their-}gﬂiﬁcat;‘on,
by convineing them of the need they ftand in of righteoufnefs; in ;immg to

their view the weeknefs; fmperfe on, and infuffictency of all a&ts of their own

to jultify ; and that their righteou mefs s flthv rags, whv:h\nil Tot be accepted
before Eod, and at the fame time afiiring theni of the veceility of a better bre.
F is the ofiice work of the Spirit to Ering titar the beft robe’m the irfirunea-
tality of the gofpel, and tv the illnminating influences of divine grace prefents
¢ the fitnefs and fullnefs of this righteouinefs, as commenfurate to all the de-
~ mands of Jaw and juftice ; this is one of the things of Chrift fkewn to the foul,
. how fpeedily faith centers in this glorious garb ; lovks at its purity ; views its
excellency, claims a rightin its fufficiency, and appropriates it as their juftifica-.
ton. Rom. 3. 1, 2. ' A . ,

The {pirit witnefles in the'r hearts that they are freed frem the curle of the-
- law. ”l1is now they feel the fentence agairft them removed, and juftification
- manifefted in their confciences, 1 €or. 6. 11. And fuch were femeof you o Fitye

srzwafked ; but ye are fanétified ; bt ye are juftified in the name of the Lord Je-.
fus, and by the Spirit of our God. SR S
 Thus dear Brethren let it fuffice, lezit we fl.onld exceed rhe limits of a letter;,
. andfrom he above glorious doitrine reflett 1ft. How amazingly different the

“ftanding of the church now from that of ouvr grimeval rectitude.. 1 he’ thenm
. inimocence : yet lofeable, for the firft man Adam was of the carth earthly, in
b his mutability you and we funk under the curfe of the law.. Rut our fecond
Adam the Lord from Heaven was a quickening fpirit, in whem we have abetter,
yea the baft robe, which being unchzigable in its nature, fixes our {tanding in
Chrift in a ftate of immutability. .

_2dly. The completenefs of this righteoufnefs— Juflifies from all things ; eri-.
ginal fm ; fpurity of nature ; all attual tranfgreflions before converfion ; fins
- of whatever nature or kind we are charggd with ; for he that believeth in Chrift!
‘ ;‘; :; ,:zg/f.;ﬁed Jroms all things, from which thll could -wet be jufiifed by the law of
Mofes?

3dly. While paffing through this world of forrows, we have manifcld diftref-.
f?s irom taz threefold troop ; and are maay times almoft finking amidit the:
cimours of nature, and the feelings of our own hearts; yet in thie righteoufnefs.
we have cenfidenice, eviry charge 1s removed God having accepted usin his Zon,

will.
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will acyuit 2] his peopie ; and Jefus Ciuritt will frefint them as a pure virgs
thhm}t %( or wrinkle in this gL-iuﬁ;uent rxghtleouineic. P
| this righteounfnefs all boafting is excluded, for it is not by righteou!
nefs we have done, either in the worksof the law, cr in any condition of o
own in fpiritual graces; but in the Lord we have rxbhteoufncxs and firength
and in m only.
sthly. All our profefﬁons even in the pure religion of Ckrift, the {incerity of
“our intentions ; the holy exercifes of our minds together w ith the purity o
our heans, are not the matter of juftification before God; but the obedience
and of the friend of finners fet to our account ; therefore let us covnt
bat bofs, drofs and dung for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrif
Band 3 and manifeft our juftification by the purity of our lives.
. To conclude, arife in your graces ; adore the riches of his mercy; in
r 2 naked foul may triumph in a dying hour and afcend to blifs iupurc
evenin the 1'xghteoufm=:fe of Jefus Chrift our Lord
The {pirit wroaght my fuith and love,
And hope and every grace ;
But Jefus fpent his life to work
. The robe of Righteoufriefs.  °
Sngned by order and in behalf of the Aflociation,
TOHN DODGF Moderatsr
NJAMIN PELTOV, C kr&.

[ |
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