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WARWICK BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,
HELD IN UVLSTER COUA’T)‘, MAY 27 s 28, 1800.
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TUESDAY, MAY 27, 18c0.

——

YROTHER JOAN WILLIAMS, according to appointment, preached the ina
],) rota&ory forion, from Plm. 102, 13. Thou fbalt arife, and have mercy
i L, far the time to favor ber, yea, the fet time, is come.

1. Brother John Dodge, was chofen moderator, and Thomas Mentanye, Clerk.
L e Alliciation opened by prayer of the Moderator.
Moo fe Minflers mamesin ftalics.  Thole to whofe name an * is aflixed, were
oyrctente rom the Churches with an + we had no intelligence.  Dafhes de.
v ro fated Minitler. -
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Churchess  Miniflers and MefJengers.
: Brought forward,
Bedford,
1 Fifbhill, 4 )
2 New-Yorky,  Fohn Williams,
Brookficld, Fohn. Caton,
Deer-Park, Benjarin Montanye, ® -

Levi Hale,

Pleafant Valley < Richard. Woolfie,
Mathew Benedic;:

Peeks Kill 4: So—
Middle Town, -
Fuir Street, . John Stanford,*-
New York, {

Wefl-Town, Thomas Cazad,
Tongore, . Afa Bifhop,.

James Winchel,,
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5. The laft of thefe Cliurches was received into fellawfhip_this prefent feflion.
6. Brothers Luke Davis, lfaac Rhoads, Henry Charlock, aud all fuch brethren o
good ftanding in fifter Churches, were invited to a feat with us, .
7- Received and read twoletters from the Philadelphia Aflociation.of - the yeat:
1798,.and 1709. Brother Luke Davis, wasappointed to write .to théem. .
8. The Circular Letter, written by Brother Thomas Montanye, being .read,
our brethren Levi Hale, Ifaac Rhoads, and J
appointed a committee to examine the fame, and report to the. Affociation ta mer

TOWe

9: Adjourned till to- morrow mornirig, 8 o’clock. .
Meeting clofed with prayer, of brother Thomas Moatanye.-.
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Wednefday Mommg,M ay: 2 8

. . . B n 1.
Met according te adjournment—-meeting opened with prayer, by., brother Jo

Catom .. .

ghn Cavon, with the author, wert
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1o. The cemmittee on the circular Jetter reported, that tliey had ex:mine’d'an:d
5 roved the fame, the aflociation vrcered it printed ; and that brothers Ebenezer
[ e, aud John Williams, each prepare one againft the nextyear.

1. 1he ketter te the Philadelphia affociation being read, was approved, and cur
brcthen : John Stanford, and humas'Moma'ny.e, appeinted our Meffenge::s..

12. Elldr Southworth informed t-hts: affocxatzoxl, thatthe~.Chemung~aﬂoc:anon,
ol contemplated to meet with s this feflion, agd' had appointed meflenygers for
e parpotes This affociation wou!d be fond of fuch-a correfpondence by letterif
Le Ciltasice thould render it impracticable by Meflengers, . . |

13+ 1 lie liftof practical fubje@s prepared by broihers John Dodge & Jchn Stan.
£yrd were approved voted, that they be preferved, that each pecfon cholen to write.
iy felect at his pleafure, at 'd.le {ame time no one to bgpoﬁuvely confined tothis lift,
Y 1 may choofe any other fubjects mor.erfamnhar to his mind, by firft fignifying the
“ome to the aflociation and gaining their approbation. ’

14. Invirationspwere received from the Bedford and Faya}tc churches, requelling.
Ve wlbciation to meet with them the next-year. The fubjed being invefligated,
wdveed us to meet at Bedford, the latt Tuefday in May, at-2 o’clock P+ M. 180¢.
Liirodutory fermonby Brother Levi Hale,in cafe of failure by biother Jeha Dodge.

15 ‘That brother Thomas Montanye loperiatend the priniing of the minutes,
i) terward them to the churches, . :

Adiouraed till 3 o’clock P. M. '

irother Silas Southworth clofed with prayer. —_—

10, Met according to adjournment, for the public fervices of the minifiry, bro.
ther John Dodgepreached from Exodus 28. 34—fung an hymn.  Broether Thomas
Mueatanye, preached from Prov. 27. 19—f{ung an Hymn.  Brother. John Caton,
preached from Adls 10, 34—fung an Hymn. o S c

17. Brother Levi Hale, Paftor of the church with: which we met, clofed the
oeting with prayer.. .

“aq @@@@ %m%%m&@@®®®©ﬁ»
CIRCULAR LETTER,

:ﬁT!jc rLDERS and MESSENGERS, of the Several Churches met in Allociaa
t:2n, intke Town of PLA';TAKILI.., in the County of Uliter, May 27, & 28th 18¢o.
DR T CHURCHES THEY ‘nnmaszu"r; AND ALL OTHERS IN UNION WITH

rus ASSOCIATIOL\E SEND GRE'ETING.
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BELOVED IN THE LORD.

H faith of vae Gofpel, and in hope of the glorious day of our Lord Jefus Chrift,
1 Asfervants of the Lamb and helpers of your faith, we bave {eleted that foul
=== reviving, heart cheering, and God glorifying do@rine, of the final perieve.

rance of the fuints in grace to eternal glory. A wruth of equal excellence
with any in the facred fcriptures, and moft clearly illuliraied in the old and new
Teltament, calculated to promote holinefs of life in the true believer, animate his
love, quicken his zeal, and adminifler the pureft fpiritual and evangelical confort,
to the real chritiza.  In elucidating this fubject in the fnall compafs of a lewter, it
will neither be atteinpted by us, nor expeted by you to enter into a full difcuffion
of the doctrine, or to apfwer all the unreafonable obji Gtions cffered againft it ; atthe
fame time we hope to fet it before you in the light of divine truth, that you may a.
freh efpy its grounds, and prove to i1l arcund you its efficacious influence vn your

whole lives and converfation.  That this doflrine muy be fuirly exanined, we

{nbmit to your coafideration the following particulags.—~ W hatis mean: by perfeve.
rance.—""he perfous interclted—and the grounds on which it is eftablithed.  To
perfevere is to contiiuz in a {tate by courfe of altion, notwithltanding all poflible
oppofition Epke. 6. 18. and though many of the children of Zion through the cor.
runtion of {in, theallurements of the world -ud temp ativ..s of the Devil, may for a

—_——

time like David and Peter fall from their own ftedfaltnefs, wound the cauie of reli. -

glon, grieve their bethren, and lay the foundation for their own forrow, yet

will the Lord by his own wife government ¢flect their refloration, and in the end -
bis own glory.—David (hall resnember his fin, and Peter weep bitterly ; and though .

taeir conflict many, and theircnemies ftruny, through the grace of God inChr:f? Je.

fus, he will not fuffer than {0 to fall and continue therein as fually and torally o -

perifh. ‘

The perfons whofe perfeverance we conter.d for, are not all that profets religion,
"»r many may be deceived and deceive others—Simon profefled faith and was bap.
tized, though in the gall of bitteruefs and bonds of iniguity— Judas obtained a par
in the apoltle fnp, at the fume 1ime a Devil—¢ have not 1 choten you twelve, and
one of youisa Devil;” notinay be cne, but now is: for Jefus knew whom the ¥
ther hud given,aud he chofen, for the exprefs caufe of fulfilling divive parpofe.~
DMany may have a nanie ro life, yet rime determines themdeud ; and ftrangc reafon
ing, that apoltucy from the profuffion of religion, thould be conttrued ino an arpu-
ment that Saints may fall from grace ; when itonly evidences that they who couil-
nuc in fin, and die in impiety, non reflorcd, never were the fubjetts of grace,
“for every man that lath this Lope in bim purifieth imfelf evin as he is pure” ntic
ther are thofe always faints who feem so to us 3 Hymeneus and Alexander, (tood i
thi-light with the difciples, and yet exprefily faid by vhe apofile, '* God know thew

F7 T affords ue peculiar fatisfat’on, that you continue grounded and fettled inthe
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¢ Li<?? thefe men were evidences that gifts were not gracy, and their condu@
| Lews the encemies of truth and x'xglucuujnela.-—Perlucs may have as much
L Baatam, zeal as Jehv, tremble with Felix, hive like Saul) and yet with the
ot up thicireyes hell. . ‘ .
ct» we contend for are faints, or truly regenerated perfons in the fighe
' F.cher gave 1o bis dear Son in the covenaut of grace; thofe
Jetus puf‘h"fcd 'wnl:\ his blood ; and the.ctemal Ipirit has made alnf; dwells
\1.ati aticn and is preparing for his epjoyment. 71 hole v.ho'.fo.!ow the
el preat tribulation, dont draw back to ‘pcrdnlxon, bl‘lt believe to tbhe
of ihe foul, the theep of Chrifl who never fhail perifi. Jehin yo. 28. ¢ but
tle micbiy puower of God through faith unto salvation.” . |

< reatons in fupport of this truth are wmany, we fhall mentior fome of them.—
Nativa God flands in to them—a Father, and will be to them a Father, and ye
cvi, Sins and Davghters saith *he Lord Almiglty,”” Cor. 6. 18. once a father
[, as the ground of this relation is his purpole, and that like himielf, changes
“ts 1o the couftancy of his dear Son, who is the medivm of divine grace to
2+ 1 the feeuricy for them to the Father, who has predeftinated them to the
. of duldren, by Jefus Chrift, Eph. 1. 5. all of which being the noble re.
e ownowilly and tands dependant upon it. Verle 11. He will keep his re.
ren, to ererral falvation. Adil to this his everlailing love 10 ard them in
Joins, and thaclove equal from the Father, Son and Spizrite. The Father
'y foved thiem with an verlafting love, Jer. 31, 3. butw an equal degreein
viam of Grace, with Chrift. ¢ Jobn 17, 23+ auvd Laft loved them as thou
ced me Eoovgh may faith trivwphant Gy, if 1 am loved as Chrift was
Falier, Tma, wentare o all therean, for he can never ceafe to be the head
C.archy, vor Iamember of bis body ; and that his children might know
hoslove toukiiis rite, he added verfe 24. ¢ for thou loveft me Lefore the
1 of the worldd” — Ged being unchangeable, his love both in its own na.
-< tovard its objeéts mofk contiuue 5 the confequence is, that thie Saints will
¢'cmral life.

a4t Jellations of this LovEin the gift of Chrift ; its immeafurable fullnefs,
i e vilue, exhibited in portrait in the garden of Gathfenane, ard cn Cal.
el [rove that waters cannot drowniit, nov fcods dedtioy it, which have
b the dead, and difplayed by many vifible figns as frong as ever to
oot ibiering rogether, and commiiflioning the dileiples, fending them to
~tor ke ffufions of the fpirir 5 and there to mect them with iwme afurabie
e, all wiice to confirm the fentiment. ’

pros (i ; Mmede in Chr.iﬂk for them, is oue of the fweets of pruce, and which
© tthe'r need and divine favour toward them. Not'a want in the king.
?Q': ,'.;}" "'f‘,’"" adum’s full, 1ill the day of judgment; but Ged had know.
oo tuids provifion for in Chrift, Celi. 1. 19, Notan encny to attack

ENNE
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‘1hem, but what were overcome in the death of Chriit, and triumphed ovep in
relurreCion. _

An inportantreafon in favor of their perfeverance, is their being acquited j, .
atonement of Chrilt, from the demands of law and juttice.  All aature de'.
thai no perfon thocld be punithed twice for the fane ottence, either in the pay-.
of debr, or in the penalty of law—Carilt having wmade full and an ple pPaymis
theic fins 5 ¢ he gied for sur fius, he was delivered fir cur offznces,” and as he :
the weight of wrath due to our crimes, jultice finding him both in nature, g3r:
the eilicacy of his blood, commenturate to all his requirements, awoke his fw.
finote his fellow, and o'wned him the ranfomer of Zion. 1. Peter“3. 18. ¢«
is he thit condemueth, it is Chriit that died, y «a rather is rifen agaie.”

The work of God in theni teids to eftablith this truth, which is not brir:
them to a ftate of moral rectitude agaiu, and fo piacing them as prubationers, ¢
a precarious foundation, but a reftoration of the divine image in them, and i
immutabie flandicg in Chrift ; *“und a2l 2ot come inty corndenmativ® Jobn ;
The {pirit of Ged is the auther of this work, which con’ifts in giving life frow
cead; ivluminating the undertanding ; bowing the will, and drasing the i
t=.. afietions to God and holinefs.  In the ligiit of the mind all thole powe:
darknels belcre untien, are now vifible, and by the irrefittabic grace of Go:
overssiae, the firong manconquered ; lefus {ces up his theene in the heart
clares itis hisdwelling ! and the Spirit Divine, perfumes it with the lose of .
¢ and hope moveih not athamed, becaufe the love of God is thed abroad i
heart, by the Holy Ghoft.” And as its fourceis God, it runs wizh raptiure i
again, and can never take up fatisfed till it is confumed in glory. The abidi:.
faith and kope, as fuitable graces for this prefent ftate of warfare, the one o,
and th2 other waiting for the fzlvation of the forl. In fine, there is an in'e,
ble coinexion between the kingdom of grace, and glory ; that we may bcle!)
grace in the foual, is glory in the bioJom, undei divine oreezes, {iniles and (i
of the Holy Spirit ; therefore will not blatt, fail or fall thuit of the ful] fruitt
glory, Phii. 1. 6 . :

Chrilt formed in the foul isthe hope of glery~God will never raife the ¢
rations of his pacplz, a0d then dif ippoint their ; in cofirmation of which &
promifes of Corilt i’ght be urged in argu:nents  The feripures confipm the
irine.  ““ [ give unto them eternal life and they fhall never periths? 4B
I live ye Wall live 2i{0.”  The life of the believer.is Chriit, he lives in thein
they it him; anc fheald they pecifh, be muft parith 5 for they are ane n
Gody 3 {oiGat wien he appears, they hall appear alio in glory, Phill. 3 4
ke livesthe tree Saint lives, and the It hid with him i God, is fecure -fr
enowledys, ra e andpower of menordevils. ‘Iniomans$, from v§lo 3. the
i'e isvery exprel i enitnarsting the enemiesof dhe chritian, and fully 1atish
kol cords witicabind wo Sod and the Laeb, are fufficient, and the uaion in:
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icn, diftrefs, perfecution, famine, nakednefs, peril, fword,.
wers, things prefent, and things to come, height, d.epxl?,
. 1 cresiure, fLall be able to feparate us frem the love of Ged, which is
. cur Lorde  How viGorious the believer, led forth by grace, be ar.
. with a laurel in his crown, of being *f mere thon a cenqueror 3
t.ddor, there is one enemy .txduded in the enumeration, (i. e.)
wied by the apoftle, and this can overcome grace, a.nd he at lalt
4 oansver to thisy letitbe rgtrofpc&ed with pleal.‘ure, thar th!':- batile was
“r, wien fin bad full pofleflion of the foul, and viewed grace its greateft
"ler tirength, called in al! poflible aﬁlﬁa.ncc, and' yet loft 1he r:&g»ry.»
o rended, prace did much vitre al:otmd!_’" {nce \.vhz(h flands .watchmg, :
e pond fight of faith, and lay.s hold of Fterga! life. But coming to the
ey fed fin very particularly included in this expreflion, ¢ thirgs pre-
ove if in is fo far frourthe thoughts, words and u&ions of the geod man,
¢ prefynt, Lirely it canoot hanx} him, agxd if fo nigh as to meke him mourn,
cemfugt, 20 bim with fear, mingle with his prayer, corrupt every at.
cait upan Ged, and is found to bis fenfible forrow in the moft holy per.
£ his lite, it is always nigh him, and on the occafion he can feel with Paul,
he wenld ¢o good, evil (is €.) fin, is prefent with him, Rom. 7. 21.
rto ¢race and glory 1o God, immortal principles lead to perfeverance.
2 Gner s lonning for conformity 1o God, and praying to be fanélified in
arad et fhull we continue in {in that grace may abound, God forbid,
ve v he are dead to fin, live any longer therein ;” fo that the purpofe of
e Cne them, was to fandtify them. Chrift redeemed them to purify them
» “lLe fprit renews them, and the fuul pants for Gad, and longs fer
Ls ol ize in one priaciple, which mutt end in the glory of God, ard
~nod Zion. The many Jorrows which have been endured through di.
5 the trials which belicvers have furmounted, with the united & glorious
from their dying lips, all corroborate the truth of the deérine. - Much
.the Laidin confirmation of this fentiment, but as our defign is principal.
;2 your aiads by way of remembrance, we muft omit enla ging, and leave
ot furihior affiftance, fweets and comfort from the nature and perfe@ions
Acimmutanility, wifdom, faithfulnefs and power. - The perfon, grace,
e ghteoutnels of Jefus Chrift, in which you are to perfevere—the mcans
e weifcem has fitly and amply provided for the increafe of grace, and -
eere and more in holinefs—the word of eternal life; with its fullnefs. of
C<niies, and warnings 5 exhortations to conformity to God, dehorta.
o1, with the attending forrows and difireffes which have overtaken
7—ihe word preached ; ‘the ordinances adminiftered j the privilege *
s e tellowfiip of faints 5 the difcipline of God’s houfe ; all of which un.
Cotea,ripens them for bis Lingdom—add tothefe ¢ all thingssork to-
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fery.  Thercfore, every difpenfation of Providence, will anfwer its defign § ;»
tion teach them fubmiflion, profperity gratitude and bumility, lonfes theip
pendance on bim ; tribulation work particnce, and patience expeiience, and e
rience hope, and hope atlatt'is {wallowed upin fru‘tion: when they will fi;
fong of grace, and eternally adinire the wife, marvelous, and infinite meQlor.
Providence and Redemptions  Then ail the anciently, beloved 5 the de.rly .
chafed 3 the efficaciaufly called 3 the powerfully preferved in life ; the vide.
in death aad trivmphantin glory, thall meet together, not ene milling 5 and ¢
the Lamb of God, head the train, faying, here Father am I, and the children v
thou halt given me.

“Counld I 'balieve this do&trine fays one, I would indu!ge myf(eif in the gratifc.
of all the lufts, and corruptions of my heart. Then certainly you would prove:
{in had dominion over you, and yourlelf unacquainted with the cleanfing effic
divine grace. Canaloving and an ohedient child, exercife ingratitude toan hor -
ed parent for early alls of kindunels towards him, or rebel againft himn becar:;
would not deny he was his father ; but vwn him home snd abroad, and alwayy
nith himn with all needed fupplies? the anfwer is, here Father am 1 ready at thy
{c Grace views God in Chnit, and every tafte of m: recy leads to more and gre.
contrition for evil, and to prels hard for the mark of the prize, of ilie high ¢
of God in Chrift Jefus,

To conclude, may you dear brethren convince every behoidar, that the
you extradt fromn this bleffed treth, leads you ro examiples of nlety ; and 1l
you do nat build your hopzs oi heaven, in keeping yourfclves on the rock of 1.
tion by your obedience ; yet fuch is the nature of your faith in the plan of gr;
that ic ¢ purifies the heart and wiris by lve,”” you may refle@ with pl-afure ! th,
nature fades and all terrefhal good perithes, the grounds of your hopes is fure
your anticipations glorious.- :

Are any of you Backiliden from the profeffion you have made of Chyiftin-
world, remember that the only evidence to yourlelf of ygur intereft in grace,
10ul {utisfying proof of your regencraticn to the church of God, is hy repent
for yourcrimes, 1nda ?eady perfeverancein obedience to the commands of ¢

Mone will arrive in heaven, but thofe who endure to the end.  None can'
a pleafant hope of a good eud who are in a bad way ; therefore if you feel afil’
and caft down under a feeling fenfe of your ftate, be invited to return to thef
n.{s of Chrift, from a (tate of backfliling and afrefli cnjoy the fweets df merc
and am ng his people.  Underneath your heavicft 1nad your dear Redeemer
placed hiwmielf, and what remaing for yeu is light and (hort 5 extract your con!
from his wounds ; your peace f1 om his grief ; and yourlife from his deaih, dll;
arrive in his likenefsineternal glory, ‘

In the meag fime we cemaia your affe@ionate brethr-en, in the bonds of the €
P,:| of Chritt, Sianed by arder, and in behalf of the aflociation

: : JOHN DODGE, Moderator,
FHOMAS MONTANYE, (i




