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MINUTES

WARWICK BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,

".\
~ HELD IN THE BAPTIST MEETING HOUSE AT DEER-PAEK,
JoNE 4h & 5th, 1817.

R 5 A

* Jone Ath—1. At 2 o’clock P. M. Brother Z.a raror delivered a sermon in-
tory to business, from Jer. 33, 11—The voice of the Bridezroom, ‘udth
m gfﬂw Bride.

MoZerstor, and Brother Joax Ewrwnis, Clerk.

3. Elders and Brethren from Corresponding Associations were mvited toa
mth us.

- 4. Read thelettersﬁomthechurchescomposingthisAmeiaﬁon,andtook

- fhe following minutes. "
. N. B. The names of ordained ministers s-e in sMaLyL carrrars. Licensed
Preachers in ilalics. T'hose ministers with this mark (*) were not present.

From churches warkcd thus (1) we had no infelligence. A dash (—) de-
notes no settled minister.
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Warwick, Lazeus LaTazor, 21 ol 0] 1} 0j146
Levi HaLn,
e, B
¢ John Williams, - es! 2| 2] 1] 0,178
Jom! ELLis,
Newbmgh, oseph Caldwell, ot ol 21 27 o 19
- John M. Tharston
Clinton town, ;lm'l'ravu, ’ ol ol oi ol 11 15
®rous River, (———1) ol ojo] o] e} 10
Bedbord Ezza FounTtaAIN,
? - § Leek Platt, ] 3] o] 4| 2] o!l1i21
[74) 2| 8] 6] 1]487




letier.

SExcluded.

letter,

o Namissed by

Churches. “upisters and Messengers.

Breught formard,
Hexay Baini,
John dallock,
Brookfield, Joeepn Smith,
William Moy,
Joraiban Wood,
Bexi. MoxTaNYE.

Deer-Park, {h Harding,

> Baptised,
Receivel by
— Deceased.
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Peter Hoyt,
Jomx ELiis,
Pleasant Valley, { Peter Easteriy,
Adolph Shewet,
(
10 Ca)ry,
. Silas D. Horfon,
Middlctown, Nathan Slavson,
Daniel Denton, Jua.
%Jxo. WINTI.ZNOTE
20 Wantage, { Nethan Holly,
Ebenezer Mead,
Peekskill, H. Charlock,
Jxo. Vanvelsen,
Mubletown, g i faaimd 3
Yorkiown, *ReyBEs GaARRETSON,
Resolved that this church
Newﬁlmlllaml,{ shall be dropped fromr

ogar Minutes.
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(ROSCWCI{ Babeock,
Neversink, 4 Abel Hodge, i
¢ Tsaae Carwin,
L Levi Gates, 1} 11 2] o] o] &
Asrox PERKIXS.
Latling-iown, {Mauhew Benedict. | ‘ |
Jehn Czafield, 3| 11 1
( -
Geosu2 \)faughn, ! I
Jooxn CWD’ on, i
Ben:. €. i omfort, 9 ' 11 9; 2] o] 3

T'HOM..S TEASDALE,
Hamburgb, gJohn “osher, !0 0] 21 0 1| 46

Total. ~ ] 136] 836123 7]143!
*The rcharns of this Chur:h have formerly been incorrect.

Thompson {own,
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5. Received coutipunications from sister assoziations as follows—viz.

A SSOCIATIOXNS. MESSEKGERS. LETTERS. Mixcres.
Philadelphia, Letter. Minutes.
Hartford, Letter. Minutes.
Rensselserville, Letter. Minutes.
®  Abingon, Letter. Minutes.

8. The cireular letter prepared by brother HaLL was read, and referred
acommltteeoompouedofbm(hrenLalhrop Ellis, Ball and Perkins, with the

author—to report to-morrow morning.

7. The corresponding lefter prepared by brother Perkins, was referred to the
samecom:mtlee.

8. Adjourned till to-morrow morning at half past 8 o'clock :—closed by
prayer.

Thursday, June 5th—Met pursvant to adiournment.—Brother TEeaspALE
prayed-

1. The eommittee appointed for the revision of the circular and eorres-

ponding letters, reported ; and on motion, the association resolved that they
should be accepted, and printed with our minutes.

2. A query was presented by the Warwick church, relative to the expelis
ency of taking some special measures, preparatory to the introduction of breth-
ren into the work of the ministry, as Licentiates.

In reply, we affectionately recommend that such persons as think they are
called of God to preach, should exercise thcir gift at first, before the church
only ; and not in the public congregation ; and that previous fc iheir i Deing
(ssent (orth under the patronage of the church to which they belong, minister-
ing brethren and members of sister churches be called in, to assist ’= ;quging
of the gifts and talents of such candidates.

3. In reply to a query from the Clinton town and Marble town charches,
relative to the propriety of encouraging an excommetaicated member, to ¢~ -

bort or preach in public—

We recommend that no such person be enenuraged in our churches.—And
as William Connerly. formerly Pastor of the Marbletown church, comes undez

the above character. we therefore think it not expedient that our cLurches
ehoald encourage him as a public teacher.

4. Heard a letter from the Hudson river Association, soliciting cormpond-
cnce with this body. Resolved, that we cordially accede to their request.

5. Appointed the following brethren messengers to corresponding associa-

tions.
To the Philadelphi>. broth=r ELLis.
To the Union, brethren Perking, CrarLock and T hurston.



T the Rensselaerville, brethren V axversax and Hollister.
To the Hartford, brethren Laranor and Praxixs.

To the Abington, brethren Laranor, Basi and Hari.

To the Hudsom rives, bretbren Pexxixs, Laraxor» and Briss.
To the New-York, brethren Tz:sparx, Martin and Smsith.

6. Supplies for destitute churches.—For the Neversink dﬂldl—hoﬂl‘
Ellis, 2d Lord’s day in July ; brother Lathrop, 2d Lord's day in Asgust ; broth-
ér Hall, 1ast Lord’s day in October ; brother Capron, 2d Lord’s day ia No
vember.

For Clinton town—Broiker Pezkirs the last Lord’s day in August ; broth-
er Rllis, the 22 Lord’s day in September ; brother Charleck, last Lord’s day,
in October, and the 2d in January ; brother Vanvelsen, 2d Lord’s day in Oc
#ober.

7. Resolved, that our next association be held with the Baptist church i
W(Onngeeomty)toeommceontheﬁ&dmdaymlm 18135,
at 10 o'clock, A. M. Brother Ellis to preach the introdoctory sermon, and ia
case of failare, brotber Perkins.

8. Resolved, that brother Ellis write the next circular letter, and brol'»
Ball the corresponding.

9. Resolved. *%.: the 1st day of J25sary next be observed ss a day of sol
emn psyer to God, for the prospericy of Zion, and the enlargement of the
Redeemer’s kingdom.

10. Resolved, that brother Perkins be appointed fo superintend the printiog
of ibe minute:_ and the forwarding of them to the church=s.

Closed by Prayer. >
This afternoon brother Perkins preached from 2 Cos. 4, 7. < But we have

this treasure in earthen vessels,” &¢c. And lmmedntery-;ﬂet him brether
Ellis deiivered a sermon from Pu.lm 102, 16, “ When the Lord shall build wp

Zion, &c.
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CIRCULAR LETTER.

G e & o

ﬂ:.ﬂi’nﬂfeftnlwofﬂa Warwick Baptist As.

soczatwn, to the several Churches they represent, send
Christian Salutation.

BeLovEp BarTHREN,

Through the goodness of our Heavenly Father, we
o enjoy anotber association, this side of eternily : and under the

.heneed'hnandidy we proceed fo present yon our Tircular Addiesa, on

a subject which we believe to be of infinite importance : viz. the miliiant
state of the Chuorca of Christ, under the gospel dispensation ; or the spiritual
kingdom -~ Mesiah engaged in warfar: against all the powers of hell, and of
fve auti-christian world.

Christ, who is king in Zion, in his address to Pilafe said : «“ My kingdom
s not of this world.” Jobn 18, 36. This kingdom is the Gospel Church, 2nd
s the same which is mentioned by John, the first gospel, and hapisst mimister -
who Jived under the light, and glory of the mew dispensation. Math. 3, 2,
asd Mark 1, 1. Jobn came preaching and baptizing in the wilderness
of Judea, expressly to make ready a people, prepared for the Lord ; Luke 1,
17. 1t is therefore certain, that before Jobn came, there was no such people
made ready, nor 2 Spiritual Kingdom prepared for their new bom King.
When Christ began to preach, his doctrine was, “ Repent ye, for the kingdom
of Heaven isat hand.” Math 4, 17. Hiskingdom now began to appear, te-

Cez compoeed of such as bmngbtforth fruits meet for repeniance; and pro-
femed faith in, and obedience to, all of his holy institutions: and wio hailed
him as their head and sovereigp, saying, “ Blessed be the Kking that cometh
in the name of the Lord, peace in Heaven, and glory in the highest. Luke
16, 38. Moreover, the subjects who compose this kingdom or gospel church,
are said to be * Living stones, built up a spiritoal house, an boly priestbocd,
to offer up spiritual sacrifice, acceptable througb Jesus Christ. 1, Pet. 2, 5.
Now when this new empire began to appear in ber glory, the kmgdom of Ju-
dah receded, and the sceptre gradually departed according to the prophecy of
Jacob. Gen. 49, 1@, and unto Shiloh (Jesus) the people gathered. It is
therefore evident, that the inbelicver, whether an tfant or an adult, is by po
means fit for a member of a gospel church. Let the believing parent, who
wisbes to bring the umbelicving child to the boly ordinance of baptism, and so
into the church, read with attention the following scriptures.

Rom. 9, ~ & 8. Neither because they are the seed of Abraham (who was a
believin parent) are they all children (of the kingdom) but in Isaac shalil thy
seed be called iLe. they which are children of the flesh, are not the children
of God ; but the children of promise are counted for the seed ; and Pau! tells
g who lhe children of promise are,
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“Now we brethren, as [saac was, are the children of promise ; but as they
he that was vorn afi=r the flesh. persecoted him that was born after the spirjt
even <o it is nv.i. Gal. 4, 28, acd 29.

Here we behnld the kingdom of auti-christ engaged in war against the
churck of our Lord. In this contest error bas crept in like the cunaing ser.
peni, and has assumed the name of truth : Gospel ordinances bhave beem
aside, and the inventions of men substituted in their room ; and it has
times seemed as though the true light would ve totally eollpaed, by the misty
clouds of the bottomless pit. How nccessary then that every soldier of the
Lord Jesus, shou!d gird on the whole armour of God, and make a manful, and
christian stand against the enemy. The church has also her internal fm,
trials ; which are occasioned by the devil, and our own corrupt natures ; and ,
these combined, never [l to produce animosities in society, and sow dlscag
among brethren ; to make iniquity abound. and the love of many to way
cc!l; and diﬂ'lculties which arise out of this state of things, are spread abroad
con.rary to the gos»el, by a first to a second, and then to a third person ; and
the cause of God is wounded, Zion languishes while the eaemy rejoices af
ber catamities. Brethren these things ought not to be : we sheuld adhere more
strictly to the rules and orders of our Capiain : and instead of tattling, und
backbiting, we should cast the mantle of chirity over the imperfzctions of the
saints. and instead of shyness we should enlt:vate friendly intercourse with the
friends f Jesus. The churches should also unite in prayer for those wheg
preart: the gospel among ihem; tha: the word may have free course and be
gl -."--1: :nat Zion’s gates may be thronged with :onverts ; and the cloed of
G:.'s :isence cover his assemblies. Maaifest to your preacher, by yow
steady attendence on his ministry, that you resjsect him for the works sake;
and follow him as far as he follows Christ. W hen you attend Divie Scrsice,
guard agaianst stupidity and drowsiness ; for it is 2 painful thing to your faith-
ful pastor, to see his audience reclining their heads in slumber ; and especially
that part of them which profess to love the gospel ; and it is equally discou
ing :0 see a number of empty seats, while those who ought to fill them.rﬁ
eituer at bome iz:duiging in sloth, or abroad on worldly business, or needles
visiting, and that on the Lord's day : all of which is contrary te the christian’s

holy prof<ssion.

Brethbren, we call on you {0 corsider, that all who are guilty of such negleet,
evince that their heavenly armour i3 laid aside, and the Christian soldier '3
rendered unfit for the holy war. Itis high time for christians to rouse up, to
resume their armour, and fight valiantly under the captain of their Salvation,
until they shall have finished their course, and triumphed over all their epe-
mies.

“ Farewell faithful soldier, tho’ wounded and scar’d,
“ The war will be ensded, yow'll soon be discharg'd ;
“ T'hen singing and shouting, tho’ Jordan may roar,
“ We'll enter fair Canaan, and rest on that shore.

Signed, LEV]I HALL, Moderator.
Jonn Eruiis, Clerk.
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CORRESPONDING LETTER.

ﬁe Warwick Baptist Association, held in Deerpark ( Or. :
ange county, ) June 4tk & 5th, 1817, to the several Associa-
tions with whom we correspond, send Ckristian Salulation.

BELOVED BRETHREN,

Under the benign smiles of our Heavenly Father, we have been inculged
with another periodical meefing of this body. And did il excite gladness ia
the tribes of Israel, when tbe returning year called them up to Jerusalem to cele-
brate their solemn feasts, and keep holy day : much more may we rejoice at the
reicrn of our anniversary, which calls us together to aitend to the more import-
ant concerns of the Redeemer’s kingdom : and which {iirnishes a new opportuni-
tyfor reciprocal correspondence with the Saints ; a privilege which we esteem
both pleasant, and profilable : and which this communication is des.goed to

.and perpetuate. Ry means of this friendly intercourse, we become
acqusinted with many of our brethren, wbom we bave uever seen. and per-
baps never zhall see on the shores of mortality. Through this medium we
become extensively acquainted with the state of religion, and thts find
by experience, that “ As cold water to a thirsty soul, so is good news frum a
far country.

By thus interchanging our epistolary addresses. a oneness of sentimeat, and

ling i8 excited ; and pilgruns are animated in their journey {0 the world of
ﬁrils. Thas impressed with the importance of a practice which has so gen-
erally obtained in our associations, we solicit, dear brethren, a continuance
of your corranondence, both hy letter, and messengers : assuring you th.. we
cordially receive your friendly epistler, and those whom you appoint to bear
them. And may this (oken of friendship continue with us, untii we meei in
geoeral association, betre the throne of God and the Lamb ; where we
shall “ see as we are seen and know as we are known.”

Our prezent meetiug has h:een harmonious and pleasing : and though the
increase of our Churches, Lze not heen so0 great, as in the former year; vet
it bas been such as evinces ihat inc V.ord has not forgotten to he gracious ; aod
that he will not leave himself without a witness. For further particulars we
refer you to our minutes. “ And now ray the God of pesce, who brought
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through
the blood of the everlasting covenant, make vx perfect in every geod work to
~ de his will, working in us that which is wel! j!easing in his sizkt, through Je-
sus Christ > to whom be glory forever andever, Amen.” Ecb. 13, 20, 21.

Signed, LEVI HALL, Moderator.
Joux Euri1s. Clerk.



