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MINUTES

BETHEL ASSOCIATION,

Held at the Baptip Church, om Famey's Creck, Sporiz:burziy Couniy,
South-Carolina, began on Saturdasy, Aujuft 131, 1791,

1. TWO firft days were fpent in public devotic:.
' MONDAY, Auguft 15t).

2. Rev. Henry Holcombe delivered an intrud sciory di courfe from Jolu,
Chap. 111. V. 17.

I3. Lecters from cighteen churches were read, and the namec of tie'r
delegates enrolled.

I4ok Rev. Jofcph Camp, was chofen moderator, ad Mr. Willan VFord,
clerk.

5. Rev. Meffrs. Henry Holcombe, Jofhua Pa! er, and Guabricl Gerral'
attended as meflengers from the Charleiton Afl.ciation, and ceiiierad o
letier and the minutes of jheir lait meeting, whi s weref veraliv ~ead  1u
confequence of a requefff 'made by :his affociation 1o that of Charluito,
thefe gentlemen were unanimoufly and affectionate'y received wito unon a !
communion with us, and took their feats accordin-ly.

6. Six churches applied for admiffion into this utfociation, and fatifuctery
information being given by their delegates, of th-r fuitl, ard crder, the v
were received into our union.

Adjourned till to-morrow, at g o’clock.

TUvEsDAY, Auguft 161,

Met according to adjournment.

7. The committee appointed at the laft aflediation, to enquire into the
ftate of the church at Dirty cr ok, reported, thar the faid church had d f-
folved itfelf in a very difurderly manner, and 1l =y bud recommended tan
minarity, or orderly members, to become wembers oitiome regiiar
church:

2. Rev,
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8. Mr. Jacoh Roberts, at the requeft of fome of the members of his
church, vwas inttoduced, and defired a revifal of the procecdings of this
affociation, held at CedagSpring in 1789, refpecting his cafe.  The affocia-
tion taking the {1 e into confideration, propofed, that the members prefent,
who were prindipally concerned in bringing forward allegations againft Mr.
Roberts fhould withdraw, and a fecond hearing be given; provided, he
wuld refign hiafelf to the counfel and adonition of the affociaticn,  Mr.
Roberts refuled to acquiefce in the propofal, it was therefore agreed, that
he e confidered out of our union, and that our brethern be recommended
not to attend his minittry,

9. It being repreferted, that a certain Mr.William Bennet, urder fentence
of excommunication, by anorderly church in North-Carolina, is now preach.
ing .n this vicinity, we hereby warn our churches againit him.

10. The affociation having received information, that {fume tranfactions
had taken plice in the church at Horn's creck, refpecting Mr. Hezekiah
Walker, of which he is a member, which are faid to have produced facis-
fa&tion refpeiting the charges brought againft him, of which they had not
received information at the laft meeting, they think proper to defift from
any farther proceedings in the bufinefs refpecting him.

t1. Appointed Rev. Jamnes Fowler to prepare the circular lecter, and
Rev. Alexander M’'Dougal to write to the Charlefton Affociation.

Adjourned till to morrow, ¢ o’clock.

WEDNESDAY, Aucull 1yth.

Met according to adjournment.

12. Refolveﬁ, that Rev. Meflrs. Jofeph Camp, William Woodward,
Richard Shackleford, Alexander M‘Dougal, John Hightower, and Alex-
ander Davidfon, or any three of them, be a committee, to meet the fecond
Saturday in O&ober next, at Middle Fork church, Saluda, to enqu're into
fome diforders now exifting in that church—to ufe their influence to re-
move them, and report their proceedings at the next meeting.

13- Quere, by Sandy Run church. May a perfon who has been a mini-
fter, and has fallen into grofs and fcandalous crimes, for which he has been
excommunicated, after profefling repentance, and reftoration to feilowfhip
with the church as a private member, be permitied to pray, exhort and
publicly le@ture in the church? Anfwer. It is the opinion of the affociation,
that he fhould be filent, unlefs he is fully reftored 1o the minifterial office ;
which reftoration fhould never take place but with great caution, and in a
manner that fhould give the moft public and general fatisfattion to the
churches and minifters in unioa.

14. Quere. Is it agreeableto gofpel order, to ordain a minifter to the
paftoral charge oaly ? fwer. We conceive the ordination on mmﬂ:,r: te
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the charge of particular churches mav be the ordinary mcthod defigned in
the gofpel; but inextraordinary cafes, ve think they may be otherwife
ordatied : emunent anilities and great prudence, with the par.iculur call of
providence, 1cem neceflary qualihcations in the fubjects of fuch ordination.

15. Quere. Has a church the power of imp ting refts:@ions or giving
particular inftructions to a licenfed minilter, who is a member thereof, refpec-
ting kis going out to preach; or does that power properly belong to the
affociavon? Anfwer. ‘L he church of which he i1s 2 member, hath the
power ; but it is highly adv.featle, that in fending out peifons a< licenfed
preachers, the church fhould confult neighbouring churches and miniiters of
ability and reputation.

16. On motion, That a committee be appointed for the ordination of
minifters, it was agreed, that the coufideration thereof lay over until next
meeting.

17. On motion, That a day of thankfgiving be appointed for the b'ef.
fings of peace, harmony and concord, enjoyed among ourfelves, and for the
wnon and good correfpondence fubfifting between us and the Charlefton
Aflociation ; it was voted, that the firft day of January next, be obferved
by all our churches, as a day to be devoted to thi. important purpofe.

18. On motion, Thata perfon be appointed to receive fuch mories as
may be colleted for the ufe of the aflociation, and keep an account of the
receipts and difburfements; it was agreed to, and Mr. William Ford was
accordingly eleQed.

:9. Rev. James Fowler and Mr, David Lilly are appointed our meflengers
to Cnu.lefton Aflociation, which is to affemble at the Welch Nedk, Pedee,
on the Saturday preceding the firft Sunday in November next.

20. Agreed to the E)llowing fupplies, Padget’s creek church, Rev.
Meflrs. William Woodward and Renben Rowland. Cedir Spring, Rev.
Mefirs. Alexander M‘Dougal and Richard Wood.  Bill’s creek, Rev. Per-
minter Morgan. To attend difcretionally.

21. Money was collected for printing the minutes. Rev. James Fowler
is requefted to fuperintend this bufinefs, and tp diftribute them when printed.

22. Agreed to hold our next affociation at the place of our prefent
mecting, to begin the Saturday before the fecond Sunday of Auyuft rext.

Thus
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Tue PRESENT STATE or e CHURCHES,
Minifters nam-s in capitals ; li-enced preacher s in talics ; clur bhes marked with
an afferifke * w- bad ny acciumt from, their numbers fiand as laft y ar ;
minifters und «thors diftinguifbed with an cbelifk t+ were abjent ; a difh ——

denites a vacanc.

CHURCHES. MFSSENGPRS.
gjOSEPH CAMP
Buffulo, Welitum Wi'key
Z\Vilham M¢Brayer

Tyger River, George Brutan, Wm. Ford
g Edward WWi.siams

White Oak, N. C. Jechounias Waldrop
John Blakewell, Wm. Wood
Joel Shellon, John Owentbey
John Whitefides

ohn Ford, William Cotton
ORN HIGHTOWER
THOMAS MUSICK
David Forest

Abraham Hargrefs

James W hitefides

Alexander Davidion

Bill’s Creek, N. C.

Reedy Fork,
Buck Creek,

Head Enoree,

Sandy Rus, ' Houlen Harrold
» ISAAC EDWARDS
Fairforreft, ALEXAANDEK M<DOUAIL
, williim Woolb inks
Padget’s Creek, { Nathaniel Jackfon

PERMINTER MORGAN
jofeph Tayler, wm. Hill
MOSES HOLLAND
{ «hn Nicholfon
AMES CHESTAIN
Gencetliv, John MCutchen
Jofeph Taylor

Mountain Creck,

Big Creek,

Georye Marchlanks
Thomas Camp
Daniel Ford

Horfe Creelk,

N | ' a2
S R S
“.;-‘..;?s_%
I N S C
! 13 a4
19
51 9 11 83

F
4 S a5
2l 4 3f - 13
78
1325) 1] 2} 1} 81
13 6} 1} 2| 1| 75
i} 2} 1} 31 23
1 31 1] 49
13131 6 21 | 35
2 4 3 31
3 7], 5, 38
3| 2 =)

§2,72,341441t1] 653



( 5)

prr~ f

—

Narder

' RTINS

Hember s

CHURCHPS. MrsSENGRS.
Brought forward
e Jeffe Cornel
Cedar Spwing, Toryal Barnet
Charl: s Smth
l.ppt(r: Duncai’s 5 Thomas Euwen
reck, R ,
¢ Rodger Brown
P. olet, RICHARD wOOD
Loaer Dan s NMICATAH BENNET
Creek, Reuben Rawlins
RICHARDSHACKLEFORD
Jney’s Creck, ) D.vid Liliy

C Jerefit W oodruff
S JAMES FOw LER

W HLLIAM WOUDWARD
)'\\'llliam Embry

JOHN COLE

Jofeph Johnfton

S.idy River,

Buth River,

. Wilisum Mur ply
Siconua, { ofeph Dun:an
DwARD PIGG
Ko(c:key Creek, g Charles Pigp
atawba, Arthur Shuffield
EDMUND BEARDEN
Reedy Rives, g Buyles Earles
Henry Mitcham

DRURY SIMMS
Big Branch, Enoree, o Hudfon Barry

Richir4 Newport
Samuel M*B:ayer

Middie Saluwda,*  § 151X CHASTAIN

Bulule h,* .l.c..ﬁ; .f c.r.n-pic

Green River,®

>
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Lacreafe fince laft year, 222,
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C1 RCULAR L FTTF R.
Tie Betbel Afficiation comvmed cm Tyger river, the fec nd Saturcay, rup:f0,
8791, 80 the cla c.es tier 1. prafenty fras grecting :

Dearry 3¢ Lovad BrrTarex in T | ORD,

w E arefure you will join with us, a1 d wich grateful offc @ion and he'y

forprize exclaim, * great is the gondnels of cur God ;** certamlhy we
have realon to (ay, with greater emphatis and aftonithment than the 4 ciile,
¢« Behold whit manner of love the father hath bet'owed on us, that we
fhould be called the fons of God.” O that we may always feel a difj ot:ticn
of foul 10 achnow ledge, that *“itis by his grace we are what we are.”
We have enjoyed a peculiar pleafure, in being permitted 10 meet and con.
tinue icveral days together, as your delegates, tranf«@ing the bulunefs which
came beturc us, as appears 1n vur minutes, with much fincesity and biotherly
affelt 0ar.

May the God whom we ferve, crown our endeavours, fcr your prefent
and e:ernal weltare, with abuadant fuccefs !

The Loed hnows it is your peace and profperity we ardently defire, it i
not for yours, bat you, we labour; we owe ygmdety and afie@ion a felluw
creatures, and fellow itizens, and might be charged with a very culpatile
infentibility, were we net to feel, and endeavowr a difcharge of thete cbis
gatons; but our mare endearing relation to yom, as members of the (une
religious communicry, and children of the fame father, intereit us ftiil nuue
peculiarty in your happinefs. We thank God for your full and peaceable
enjuyment of « vil and religious liberty : You have noarrogant, ard cruel
tyraats to reftrict you in privileges, or make you afrad. Through a
feries of beniga dlﬁmlta::u. under the direfion and controul of cur
beavenly father, we are deftitute of no real blefing, or valuable immunity ;
and lhong': naturally prone to confame I'ch“:etucs on our lufts, by pre-
venting and renewing » we are called enabled to make a rativndl
ufe of them, in the ml way of wifdom, virtue and happinfs. O
with what holy wonder and joy thould we behold the introdu&ion «f divine
light, and the encreafe of our redeemer’s kingdom, which confifts in righte-
ouflnefs, peace, and joy in the holy ghoft, among the children of men! The
fellow R:ip we have cbtained with the Charlefion Aforiation, muft give great
fati faction to every gemerous and catholic fpirit concerned, and diligently
eagage us in the ufe of all means, tending te the farther confolidation of this
delirable sniocn. O that eur feeble, but we hope, prudent and pious exertions
for the lunor cf God and religion ia thefe tran{aQions may give proper evidence
:the-urldd:-:m::‘th at and glor beuloltbedmr:h,md

our concern C of hus kingdom ! To thi. important €1 d, per-
it us, drctives, 0 befcech youto ufe all the means of imprmmt. be
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tender one of another, ¢ forbearing and forgiving one an~her.”” Ufevour
poaerin difcipline prudently and cautioufly, as in the tear of God, tor
edification, ana not for deftruction : Eucourge orderly gofpel minitters, and
difcourage, the oppolite cBaralter ; let children and fervauts be carefully
it uited, and your families will both have more the appear.nce of churches,
and enjoy the blefling which belongs to them; ufe moderation to thote who
differ from you in rc?igious opinions.

And finally, endeavour to make it manifeft to the world that chriftians are
the beft citizens, beft neighbours, hufbands, wives, parents, children, niaf-
ters, and fervants. This will firenghten the hands of minitters, flop the
mouths of giinfayers and give glory 10 God. Remember the kingdom of
heaven 1s within you, the feeds of happinefs are fown here in perfonal
holinets, which fhall produce a harveit of everlafting felicity : Grace is
glory begun ; and glory, grate comfummated. Ve conclude withrequeiting
your prayers, and ityling ourfelves yours, in gofpel bonds.

OSEPH CAMP, Mderator,
ILLIAM FORD, Cierk.



