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Totue 2 5770

MINUTES

OF T HE
BETHEL ASSOCIATION,

Held at the Baptift Church, on Jamey's Creek, Sportanburgh County,
Santh-Cardling, begun on Smturday, Avgufl 10th, 1793.

1. TH! two firft days were fpent in public devotion.
MoNbDay, Axguft1a.

2. Rev. Edmund Botsford delivered an introdufory difcourfe, frcm
Col. 1 chap. 28 v. Whm we preach.

3. Letters from 29 churches being read, the names of their delegares
were

4 The Rev. James Fowler was eletted moderator, and Mr. William
Ford, clerk.

s. Rev. Mefirs. Fdmund Botsford and Benj2min Mofely, delivered the
minutes of the Charleflon Affociation for the laft year, as their mcflengers
to us; their letter wnfortunately mifcarried; and Rev. Mcflrs. 1 homnas
Mercer and James Mathews, delivercd a letier from the Georgia Affocia-
tion, ss their meflengers : and took their feats accordingly. ‘T he minutes
and letter, being rcaﬁ, gave general faticfaQion.

6. The minifferiog brethren providentially prefent, not meflengers from
churches, were invited to take a fear amongit us.

7. Seven churches applied by letrers and meflengers, for admiffion irto
this affociation, and fatisfa@ory information being given ¢f tlcir faith and
they were received into our unicn.

On motion, sgreed, That Rev. James Fowler prepare the circu'ar
» Rev. Alexsnder M‘1 ougal write to the Charlefion, Rev. 12avid
Lilly se the Geergie Affociation, and Mr Bayles Earle:, 10 the General
Cemmitiee of Baptift Affociation in Virginia. Adjovrned.
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Tu.spay,
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Tuesbay, 13, 10 0'clock,

9. Un moton, by Mr. Roger Brown, agreed to requeft Rev. Mr.
Bo:sford to favour us with a copy of the introdu@ory fermon, for the
peefs, which was granted, .

10. The committee appointed at our laft fefion to Rtile a diffcrence
between Geniftee and Shackle-ferry churches, report, that it is happily
removed.

11. Quere, from French Broad church : -Cana man, having two wives,
be admitted into the union of our churches? Anfwer, he cannot.

12. Queries, from Buffaloe church: 1, what fhall be done with negro.
profeffors, that have been martied (in their way)“and fepatated’by com.

Ifion : May they marry while their wives or bufbands are yet alive?
Eid over till next meeting. 32, Where s mafter, and negro fervane, are
both ‘members in a Golpel church, is the mater jultifiable in correting
the fervant with firipes, for difobedience. [This queftion wa argucd
and determined ; but as it will be brought forward again at the nex:
affuciation, it was &w,« to fu'pend the anfwer until then.]

13. Queries, from: tain and Duncaa’s cseck churches, united :
W here minifters are found guilty of atrocious crimes, and exccmmunicated,
can thcybcrelwedwth-lmzt' rial office 3 and if reffored, what method is
molt advifeable to be purfued by the church? Aniwer, there appear tobe-
fome cafes in which the. crimes of perfons, who have been admitted into the
minidry, are too great, or their charater rendered too fufpicious, for ther
everic b adaitted into the miniftry-again. And where, in any inftance,
they have been fo great as to deferve and incur excommunication, the
usmoaft cauvtion be ufed in their re.-admistance. In sll fuch cafes,
we would recommend the calling of minitterial helps by the church.

14. Quere, from the Fairforeft chucch : Can s perfon who hath been
bipiiaed by a Pedobapiift, in the order of immerfion, on the credit of his
fa'th, bLe received as a member in fellowhip, without being re baptifed?
L3id vvee fur farther confideration.

15- Quere, from Keewee church: Can the tefRimony of a perfon of a
good chars@er, though not of our denomination, be received, to lay a-
member u: der cenfure? We anfwer, as in the yth of the minuntesof 1799,
1t may. Adjourned till to-morrow.

16 Quere, from Padget’s creck d-urch: What sutherity have we to-
give the appcllation of reverend to a minifter of the Gofpel? Laid over
ull next meeting.

37. Quere, fiom Middle Fork Saluda church: Doth public tranfgref.
frms. 1eqpire private dealings? Anfwer, nos T
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18. The circular letter, ard the leteers to the fevera) affociaticns, wede
brought forward, read and approved. Rev. Mefirs. James Fowler amd
Alexander M‘Dougal appointed our meffengers to the Charlefton Affccia-
tion, to convene at the High Hills of Santce, Saturday, before the Ryt
Lord’s day in November. The Rev. Meflrs. David Lilly and George Til-
man, to the Georgia Affociation, to convene the third Sabbath in O&ober.

19- Agreed that the rev. Meflrs. John Chaiftain, George Tilman, ard
Moies Holland, be a committee to enquire into the ftate of the Geniltee
church, and make report ¢f their proceedings at cur next meeting.

20. Colle&ed the money for printing the minutes ; rev. James Fowler
Is requefted to fuperintend their printing, and to diftribute them when done,

21. Supplies to the vacant churches. Paget’s.creck church, Jofhua
Pa'mer, Alexander M‘Dougal, Reuben Rowland ; Cedar-fpring church,
Thomas Burges, Richard Wood ; Branch of Pacolet church, James Fow-
ler, Alexander M‘Dou;al, and Davis Collins ; to aitend difcretionally.

21. Agreed, that our nex: affcciaticn be held at the old Meeting-houfe,
on Fairforeft, near col. Brandon’s, in Union.county, fecond Saturday in

Augnft, 17
B 1794 JAMES FOWLER, Moderator.
WILLIAM FORD, Clert.

T
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Tme PRESENT STATE or Tir CHURCHES.

Miniflersname; in caputals ; Licenfed Preacbers in Itakics ; Churcbes marked with an afer g
ae bad na account fiom, their nambers fland as lufl year ; a dafb demctes a vacun. Je

3 ;.ijf R
ﬁ 3 E
3 ~ \- e} ..
. AT S
CHURCHAS. ‘MiassenGens, |
Buffalue Creck, OSEPH CAMP, Jamcs Collins Ly
Tygcr River, illiam M¢Danic], William Ford IR I
Oreen River, DANIEL BROWN, john Blackwell | ] oo
)ill': Crecl; mu{;ﬂkﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂb,, ',“. Nld‘w’ 3{ 1
Buck Creek, THOMAS BJRGESS, Wm. Garret sl 92 v,
Head of Enoree River, ABRAHAM HARGISS, John Tubb | 11! 4 ¢ s
Sardy Run, e Houten Harril, John Wilfon 8 o - i
Fairforch, Mummfllt M‘DOUGAL, Wm. o |
Padget’s Creek, Yobn Putman, Wm. Woolbanks| 1 al 4 ’;
Mountain Creck, PE%I#{:ITER MORGAN, Jofhua | S,
Big Creck, MOSES HOLLAND, John Nicholfon| 15! 13| 6/ ; I
Gueneftie Crecek, John M*Cutchen it
Horfe Creck, = Drury Simms, Stephen Ford 2y
Ccdar Spring, Toroyal Barnet, Charlcs Smith] 2{ 1 ;3 s
Upper Church on Dun. i]OSHUA PALMER, Roger .6l .
can’s Creck, Brown 3 ' 1t :
Picolet River, - RICHARD WOOD, Wm. Smith| 1| 16 1 56
Low:r Chuich on Dun- { MICAJAH BENNET, Reuben Rusw- | -
can's Cieck, . land, Abner Caff(y ORD ‘| 2
X Y Cocn ICHARD SHACKLEF . I,
Jamey’s Crock, iDAVlD LILLY, Jofeph Woodruff | 3] 18, 7| 4 = ==
$indy River, JAMES FOWLER, Wilfon Henderfon s | -
Buth River, JOHN COLE, Jcflc Brooks 31 PURET I T
Sonna Cieck,® WILLIAM MURPILEY, Jofeph Price 33 1" A
ey e €33%52 { EDWARD PIGG E 6
» '
Reci'y River, extind, |
Bz Bianch of Enorce { DRURY SIMMS A
River, William Auften , b
Middic Braach of Saluda § JOHN CHASTAIN, Benjamin Stuart, - {
River, { Jofeph Harden 711
Tl River, GEORGE TILMAN, Willam Gant | 2] 1 ;] 3| 1
Baouree River, Charles Coats, Edmund Gains 3 ll HIRIER P
. RICHA NEWP i -
Zronch Baend River, w(@fo':,njaﬁ‘n‘uyowr' Nicholas 3t l; 3 R
35 1540 78la3t 170
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= CHuacHis. Missancins, ¢ t" |
Brought furward 1y 1«'7'4 4il91-72
Rocky Creck of Broad ~-—— Flijab Major ' ¢
River, Georpe Vandevere LA LI
Terky Creek, Thomas Shirkey, Thomas Foftcr ' ‘l 44 1 o
Main Saluda River, T‘n'm‘.’l‘buracn. Atratam Bradley] i >
\ PATRICK QUARTEMUS
€Cloud’s Creek, { | homas Deliach :6
Bull Town, Thomas Adams 9
Kewee River, e James Abbett, Ifaac Lynch 17
¢ ) EDMUND BEARDEN, Rober: Smul
° ’ Baylis Earles, Efq. 43
Catawba River, e Davies Collins, Jolin Robentfor .7
Sogar Creck, —— Yobn Recker, William Petiics 1)
Increak fince lalk year, 144y Bcfides churches received. 103 ;47';-4,-‘40,!1 iy

The CixcvrLar LETTER for 1793.

The Paflors, Minifters and Mei[ongers, met in the Betkd Afluciation, 3 1 -
Jeveral Clurcles they repref-at, find Chi fiiin Salutitiin,

Holy Brethrem, partakers of the Heaverly cili g !

HE gracious and mercitul providence of our Cevesant-Gou, Livi ¢

brought us once more together as miniflers a1 d medflengers of 1le
refpetive ct urches, whom we huve the ho~or to reprifent; we think it
our dury to ufc every method thatmay conduce to yeurspritucl proticend
edificaticn ; and, as the churches in confederaticn w.ir, with ewracit
expe&tition, for f.me inftruction, informwation cnd adiite, inuariors i
concern their prefent and furure happindss,

The churches will reflect on the good provilence «f God, in bringin s
them together in the f.ith and fel owthip of the Gefpell And now
an annual opportuaity inreceiving it form dion of thettate ol the darlhe,
1 waion § together w.thintellizence fiom heal v e rropeade o

- .
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a* miy be feen in the minutes of cur proceedings. No doubt you efterm
it vo r happinels, to erjoy a place in the houfe of God; and fay, vith
the Plalinift, Pfalms 65, 4v. ** Bleffed is the man whom thou chufeth and
caufe h to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: We
Ml be futithed with the poodnefs of thy houle, even of the holy temple.”
) velling in the ccurts of-God is a continual attendance on bim in the
minifh aticns of his temple, and the difcharge of fome holy office theie,
This was the felicity of .feveral of the priefts and levites under the Jewith
ditpenfation : Ard this is the happirefs of miniflers of the Gofpel now,
who are continuaily employed in the things of ‘God, and the affuirs of
religion, who give themfe!ves up, as the apoflles did, to the miniflry f
the word, and to prayer, whofe bufinefs it is to *¢ attend vo reading, to
exhortation to do&trine,” to meditate on God, on'Qhrilt and Salvation, to
converfe with the glorious invifibles of the upper world, and give them.
felves wholly to them, astheapoltlecharges Timothy, the young Evangeliit.
Bleffed is the man whom the d chufeth for a Chriftian, and a minifter,
whofe general calling. in common with the reft of Chriftians, is to fave
his own foul, and whofe particular employment, as a minifter, is to fave the
fouls of others. This erder ot men are utterly unworibhy of their privi-
ledge, if they do not prize it highlv, fet a jult value upon it, and confefs
their own happinefs. You who have wafted that the Lord is gracious, ard
are brought near to Gad, by the atoning bloed -of Chrift, end the fanc-
t.fying influence of the holy fpirit, will defire to continue a fellow.citizen
with the faints, and frequent the courts of God, artend on the worthip of
the church, and erjoy the fpecial prefence of God. God himfelf, in
infinite condefcenfion, makes a vifit to families, and to clofets, wherc
prayer is performed, and comforts praying fouls. But God dwells in Zion,
¢ this is his reft forever, for he has ddgr«l it.” Therefore, holy fouls
would dwell there alfo. David would have the ark brought to Zion, that
¢ he might dwell with God: And he often longed to dwell in God’s
boufe.’”” Peter was near God, on the boly wount, and was immediately
for making tabernacles, and dwelling there. You that are fatisfied with
the poodnefs of the houfe of God, and dwell in his holy temple, have
found the relationthip, that God has sffumed to you, alresdy fulfilled, as
a faithful creator, preferver, redeemer, and fuch like. New yoa have
put yourfelf under his care as the father of his family, mafter of his houfe,
and king of his church; and when you wait in Zion, you bumbly expect
thofe promiles made good, in which be hath faid: ¢ Pfal. 132. 15, 16.
1w Ul cbundantly blcfs her provifien ; 1 will fatisfy hev poor withbread. 1 will
&izibe ber prizfis with falvatizn, and ber faints Sali foont alend for J"i’; al:nd




cry

Pfiim 91. 10. ¢ Thofé who are planted in the c:vits of Cod, il s if.
and be fruitful there.”

We fay, that fouls who have approached unto God, in divine ord:.
-mnces, will obey divine comm.nds: They who taile facred jlefure will
learn ficred duty ; you thac have rectived divine mercy w:ll reveren:e
dvine authurity : So the fuints, mentioned by St. Pau!, 2 Cor. ¢ Gave
their ownfelves fi-ft 1o the Lord, and then religred themfelves to the
diredions of the apoltles, according 1o the will of God.”

Now, -it Is proper: to pa this queftion to curtown fouls : Do thule of
w., who are juined in h:ly fellowthip, take pleafure iz cur ftazion in the
church, as it is an appointed means to encreafz grace in us, aiid promo:¢
univerfal holinefs, buth of heart and lite? Do we wait upon God in the
folemn ordinances of the church, with an bumble faith in his promifes,
that he wiil meet and blefs us there? If anfwered in the negative; itis
no wonder that we reccive intelligence from the churches, of the fa!l ¢
miniflers and excommunicated perfons. Bur, brethren, we hope better
things of you as a body, though we thu; fpeak as to individuals. Beware
of fpiritual lothfulnefs. Have acare of negheding duefealins of worli.ip,
and be not unfrequent in yeur vifits 1o the houfe of God, Jeal he lay
fome heavy reftraints upon yeu, and divide you from his fanituary. He
has bands of varivus kiuds to lay upon flothful profeffcrs; perfecution, or
ficknefs, lofs of your limbs, or of your fenfes, whereby ye 1ay be cut ¢ff
from the bleflings of the church; or, he may place your taberuacle alur
off -from his own, and cut fhort your liberty ; for it is he who ¢ dete:-
mines the bounds of ycur habitation.” O, how unhappily are fome
perfons overloaded with the cires of this lite! How are they hurridd
and overwhelmed in a tumult of wordly affiirs! And the bufinefs of their
daily calling is 100 often ready to entrench upon divine kours ard ordi.
nances. How fore a dillrefs it is to a pi.us chrithan to be coufined ard
with-held from the courts of God, by long and tedious diltcmpers of
body | * How painful it is to lie Janguithing and fiint on a bed of ficknefs,
while others driuk of the river of plcature, and retrething ttrea ns of the
fan&uary ; they are forrow ful, while others are made juytul in the houfe
of prayer. They are tafting the wormwood and gall, while thofe, ah)
from the heart, watch unto prayer, feed on the p eafant thiigs cf the
¢ houfe of God, and a.e made futisfied with the goodnefs of his holy
temple.”

mally, brethren, as ye have hitherto paid arefp:&ful attention toycur
daty, by reprefenting y our churches in afluciation, we hope you will ever
balieve it to be your du:y and great priviicge, to prerfc.cre ttedfailly in iz

Jouldalle
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Jaudable a caufe "as that of promoting the interef and happinefs of (he
church of Chrift: ¢ Wherefore, comfort yourfelves together, and edify
one another, even as alfo ye de. And,-wei befeech yaur, brethren, 1o
know them which labor you; snd efleem them very highiy i,
love for their works fake. And be at peace smongfl yourfelves.”

We crave an intereft in your prayers, and remain your fervants in

gofpel bonds,
AMES FOW.LER, Midraor.
WILLIAM FORD, Clz.




