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M I NUTE S

OFY THES
BETHEL ASSOCIATION,

Keid a1 she Baptift CRurch tn Fair Firefl, in U3:sn C umcy, Siuth-Zucsimz, 3 oun
8 Saiscday, the gth sf £r53f, 1754,

1. B E two 8} dayy were employved, as cfaal, in the pablic exesdifes »f
devotion.

2 Un M-pday, 10 o'cicck. A. M. the intradulory fermon was delivered by
Srotlier Abrabam Mardha!, Srom Bz, f.aad aut. 0 Foesfs a0 its iy
ccatures was im ke bl

2. Letters from thirty-ciee chorches were read, snd 1ie vams:. 7 heir dele-
E2tes envolled.

4- Brother Jumes Fowier was ch-ien moaerstor, srd brather Wiilllam Ford, ciesk.

¢. Themicutes of the Chatieften Adociation, wihibeir iettzr for 1ie 1a} vear,
! kewile, 3 lester from the Georgis, and morvtet fiumthe Poriimeath Adociatiare
wereread.  Brother Abraham Masfhal a; rari g ae the nedenper of thaGeoroa
Aff-ciatior, was sccordirgly received. Ihe medergers tecm the Chavdeten
Adoziasticn did rot aiterd. The mirifler:; bre.hies, provdestiany jicesy,
("ot delegates) were alfo 1nvited toa feat.

6. Eleven charche: spplied for adm JTionln 0 1iic anciaticn, snrd onfatisallory
icformation of ticir faith ard practice, were received by 1l eur delegotes.

7. Agreed, that i: he rec-mmended 1o all tle clu ches ia uzicn 10 cdierve the
Bl Wedrefdsy in Octgber coxi, ataday ot dolemin tating and prager to God, to
implore his mercy on all cur clurches; that a resical «f rel  ion may take place
in the minds ~f coreleis profeilors, and a gerered refuimaiica 2 morg the people of
thele Uoited States,

B Agieed, the" ! - ther Alexander VM) pal rrepare the ci-cular fertes ; that
Bavles Eatles write 1o e Geergla, ard David L Iy o 1he Clarieton Adocrations ;
and Joha W aller 10 the Gieneral U mmitee in Vieginaa,

9- The committee appoii-ed .«ft yeur, 10 trquie i£13 the fate of Gen'ftee
«iarch, report, they find i ex_inct.

10. Agreed
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10, Agreed thata cunmittee be appointed to take up the gusrics that were 1.
ever at our lall feffion, and allo two that sppesrs in letters dircted to the pref
meeting, snd give their opinion to the ail .cistion to-morrow  The com nit ce
sppointed are our brathren Waller, Fowler, Shackleford, Lilly, M‘Dougal, Eac.es
and Ford. Adjourned 'till 10-morrow, 9 o'clock, A. M.

TUESDAY, metsccordiog to adjourntment.

11. The committes appointed the laR evenirg, reported the followirg 117w
to <he queries in minute the 121th of the laft year. 10t. What fhall be d)ae w. »
repro profeflors that lave been married (in their way) and feparated by com, ..
fion : May they marry while their hufbands or wives are yet alive 7 Aniwer, we
find fuch difficulties artending this queftion, arifing from the nature and exifience
of flavery, that we judge it belt to leave it to the dilcretion of every church ¢y
decide op, as it may becomsa matier of eoncern to them; but sdvife that chri s,
mafters ufe the utmolt care to preveat fuch feparations, which give occafion ts tle
query. 2], Where a maller sud negro fervant sre both members in 8 gofpel clir. |
is the mafler jultifisble in correlling the fervan: with {Iripes for difobedier. -
Anfwer, bothwmalters and parents wa:le the children are in their non-age) Lavea
tight to govern their houfhold, and to ule the rud, if need be; yet are suiject -
the difcipline of the ciurch, for cruelty or oppreflion. Minute 14. Can a peri.y
who hath been bapiized by s pedobaptilt, by immecdion, on profeflion of histur!,
be received s member in fellowthip, without being rebaptized ? Anfwer, we ! .,
there are fuie circumftinces wherein he may be recc'ch without being rebiptiz .
Minute 16. W hatauthority have we to give the sppellation of reverend 103 minii-r
of the guofpel ! Anfwer, we conceive terms which sre proper snd exprefiire ..
cheraler, are, on all occifions, lawful or sccording to the feriptures; and, :»
reverence is asknowledged to belong to the charaller snd office of a g .{pcl minte-,
rnd fuch are declared to be worthy of double honor, we conceive 1t imiy he cu.-
fiitently ufed ; yct, if it Bould give offence 1o wesk brethren, it would be better,
in fuch cafes, to emit it. The sppellation of brother, in tranfalling relig' -
concerns, is more dire'lly afier 1he example of the fcripture.

sery from Cambridge charch. Which is the molt eligible way of poverni-;
churches, by the decifliva of a majority, or by unanimity ! Anflwer, by usavimiy
when praticable; but, by majority is, in many cafes, neceflary. Query fr
Bufb River cturch. Can a member be held in fellowmhip, that hath convered ) .
property out of Lis hands, in order to prevent his creditors from recovering the..
lawf{ul demards. Auntwer, he csnnot.

13. On mnotion, sgreed, that the anf{wers, given by the commictee, to t.ele
queries, be adopted as conveying the fenle of this aflociation ; excepting the query
relating to Laptifm, the majority being of opinion, that the regular baptiun of
the admin‘ftrator, and his fentiments in favor of believer’s baptiim, are neceffary
to the right adin'niltration of the ordinance to sny fubject.

13. Voted, that the correfpondicg aflociations be addreffed on the fubje.t !
formirg a geceral comniittee.

14. Vote Y
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14. Voted, that bretbren Richard Shackieford, J thoa Pa'mer, J-feris Logan,
Motes Holland, James Challain, and Alexarder Daviica, be a comanuiee toe1 qu re
irto a matter of grief fudfilling becween Middle Foik, Ssluda, and bvad of Zuoree
cborctes, ard report tbeir proceedings at our next meetirg.

t5. Supplies 1o 1te vacant chorches st made application : to Stepken’s Creek,
Jcha Waller, Richasd Shacklefurd, and David Lilly. 1o Bull- Towr, Stepien
Gafford, and Joha Buige:. To Cedar Sprit g, Alexasder M‘Dcugal end Richard
Wood. To a bracch of Pacolet church oz YiMirg creck, James Fowler and
Davies Collins.

16. The circular letter, and the letters to the correfpordirg 2ffuciatiors, ard
a'{o tke letzer 1o the Geveral Committee ia Visginia, were brorght Sorward, read,
and spprozed.

Vated, that breibren Jameo Fowler and Davies Collins, be vur meflengers to
ib2 Charlellos affociation, to convepe ihe Saturdiy before the firlt Lotd's day in
dovember pext, at Flit creck meeting hcule, on lyncl’s creek ; ard brethren
flichard Shackleford, Alexander M‘Dougal, sad David Lilly, to the Georgia
Aflocistion, to conveac at Kioka meetis g houle, Satarday before the third Lord’s
dzy in Odober next.

17. Voted, our next feffion of affociation be held at the Baptift charch on Jamey's
sveek, Sparianburgh covaty, the fecond Satcrday in Auguft next.  Thedelegatesare
- defired 10 altend on that day to give in their letzers; brother Jothua Palmer to
preach the istrodolory fermon. aud in cafe of failuce, broiher David Lilly to be
peepared.  Brother J.l3 Weller to prepare the circuiar letter : the fubje&, an
anfwer to the qaeflion, wherein is the faith of a real chriltian, diftinguithed from
that of a formal profeflor !

18. Made colle@ion for orincing the micotes, and requelted brother Fowler 1o
inperintend the boliacls as uual.

Cencluded by exbortation acd fiiemn prayer.

STATEL
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STATE or tunax CHURCHES.

The Mimifiers names are in capitals 3 Licenfed Preacbers i Italies 3 Churcles difling::”:.
with an aflery/t (* ) sve Lad ns account fromy their numbers Rand as they did tle lafh 5. ;

Pafiors or Meffangersy 10 cobofe names @ dafb (—=—) is fired, denctcs a vacangy.

2
CHURCHES. MrsSEMGERS, '
Buffalo,* JOSEPH CAMP. .
Tyger River, ——y Gc;ors‘;.Bmtaxx, William ;
Green River, DANIEL BROWN, John Blakewell. 8
Bill’s Creck, » John Owenfbv, 1
Buck Creek, JOHN HIGHTOWER, William Gar'rc!. 45
Head of Enorce, gjOSBPH LOGAN, l?ANlEL FLAN-
NERY, . 2
Sandy Run, { s Al;:::fcr Lavifon, John
Fair Foreft, 3AL£XANDERI}:1““133UG.AL. Obadiah
Padget’s Creck, JOHN PUTMAN, William Woclbacks, 1
Moustaia Creek, N.C.  PERMINTER MORGAN, Wm. Green)
Bigg Creck {MOSES HOLLAND, Pcter Grakam,
g Lrecky J. M*Cutchen. 1
Horfe Creek, » Danicl Ford,

. — Jefle Connel, Joroyal
Cedar Spring, g * Barnet, .
Upper Duncan Creek, JOSHUA PALMER, Roger Brawrn, 4

Pacolet,

Lower Duncan Creck,

Jamey’s Creck,

Sandy River,
Bufh River,

Sicona,*

Rpckcy Creck, Catawba,* EDWARD PIGG.
Big Branch Enorce, —

Middle ~aluda,*
Little River,

Enoree,

French Broad River.

Rockey Creck,

RICHARD WOOD, Samuc) M¢Creary.
+Rueben Rocvlen, Abner Catey.' 2
RICHARD SHHACKLEFORD, Juleph i
Woadrutt, S
iJAMES FOCWLER, Churchill Carter, |
William Bell. !
s Jefle Brocks. 1
WILLIAM MURPHLEY, Jofiph Price.

» Jofeph Woanlbanks, )

JOHN CHASTAIN, Benjamin Stuart.

y James Creavther, Cador
Ghent. s

JACOB KING, JESSE OWEN, T.i-

mund Gains,

RICHARD NEWPORT.

» Heary Rcbertfon, Elifha

Majors.
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CHURCHES, MissENGIES, T ]
Brought forward, lrci cs141a41 71826
Turkey Creek, STEPHEN GATFORD, J.hn Nath. a1y | :ofs
Main Saluda, e, Jofepht Willis. 29
Cloud’s Creek, { PATRILK Ql’,j;R 1 XEMAS, Tlemas
Cinae b 36
Bull-Town, s Hazac Vernon 3 i3
Keowee,* — e e, 17
Concordd, ECMUND BEARDEY, Bayles Larics. 112 4 48
Catawba, DAVIES COLLINS, Juhu Robiten, d BRI 1 2y
. JOUN ROORKER, 1. Smuh, Willlam
Sugar Creck, { Pettics. ! 1 s 3
Durlam, —_— « Arthur Durbam., 15
Goften, gTHOMAS BURGES, Wiiliam Pool, Ed-
imuad il s
Cambridge, JORN WALLER, DAVID LILLY. <o
Shacklew Fetrv { ———~———, Barnct Putmar, Jacch
Skockiey Ferry, ¢ B:atilton,
. ———————,  Jshn B:lzer, Nathanicl
Mill Creck, { ’ Abncr ! 26
Stephen’s Creek, ~——————, Junathan Efrey, John Still, 28
. —— e, Ahimaig 8petcer, Samue!
Corysaco, { Dzwa, 29
Bruth Creck, » Haory Machen. it
Mountain Creck, S.C.  THOMAR WIITMAN. 1;
Little Horfe Creek, JAMES CHASTAIN, jimes Kinman, ic
Builing Sori , Willlam Brandon, William
JHing Sprng, Turogr, 29
RO S —~
trnrasre8 aglszjag iy

Increaie fince Lt year, -,

The CIRCULAR LETTER.
The Bethel Affociatisn, met at Fair Eorefl cu " turday, t*oquh day of Aoou, 170y,
to the feveral churehes they repre /e (od Fritian falutaticr,
BErLOVED BreTHRSK, :
WE have had the happinefs of meeting according ta 2djousrment, at the t'me
and place appointed, and are truly fenfisle of the goad eis and mercy of
God, who is Rill affording .8 th=le precious m ments of long tuTering avd grace ;
moments which call for car warmeft (hacks, asdependact creaivres, snd o sferive
all preife to our indulgent and merciful heret=¢tor,
he acconnts tranfmitted in your reipeQive lettere, with the faithful attendance

of your delegates, together with the additicn of a number of individuais'm our
chches,
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chorches, and charches to our confederacy, add much to our prefent happinefs, 2
afford us the pleafing hope that tbe Lord has owned, fo be will blels our wea
endeavours.

Though oor minates will fally acquaint you with the bufinels of our prefent
meeting, yet we wilh 10 recommend to your ferious confideration, a few thirgs
which may tend to our mutual happinefs as citizens, ss church members, aid as
gotpel minifters.

Fist then, ss ciiinens, we exhort you with 1\he spoltle, to be {ubjeQ to every
ordinance of man, for the Lord’s fake ; and we think this command carries more
in it than baie fubmiffion, as you are here to regard the authority of God, wt»
calls for the whole heart inevery commend. lo this point of view itcalls fur your
warmef} regard and fervent prayer, for the peace end welfare of Liie commonwealth,
For a procf of this read Jeremish 29. 7. where we find the Lo:d commandicg
Ifrael, (when in captivity in the land of their enemy) thus, ¢ Seek 1ne peace o
the city whither I have caafed you to be carried away captive, and pray untor'e
Lurd for it: for in the peace thereof thall ye Lbave peacc.” Here we have notonly
the authority of God's commmand, but a {troag motive to exc-ire us to our d.vy,
even our own pe:ce depending on our obedience. And in carrohoration with thi.,
ihe apoftie dite@s Timo:by to exhort the peopleunder hiscare, 1o pray for all il ¢
are in 2uthorit~, that we may lead a quict and peaceable lile, in all godlivels
and honefly.

Secondly. Aschazch mexbers in jour different ftations in the houfe of G A,
you are exhorte<! by the apoitle, * To confider one anaiher, to provoke unto love
and to good works:" Love, 3s.a fiuit of the fpiriz, and a molt excellent grace,
the root or cavfe «f all good works, is much inhiled on throughout the New
‘Ueltament, as a8 property effential to the exitence of chriflianity in e fou.
Without love we have no claim to the curiltian charaQer, ard {carce deferve 1o e
ftited men. But, (e the other hand, nothiog makes you (v amiable in the fight !
God as luve ; for God is love, and he that dwelleth in love, dwelteth ia God, a:d
God in him. Thisis the boud of perfelnefs ; on it hangs the mutu.l happinels o
church members; slio, of bulbands and wives; of children and parents ; of
fervants aud maltess. This grace that affimilates you to your dear mafter is not
partis}, but uoiverfal and unfeigned : having for its obje@, firfl, the three perfons
i the sdoreable trinity, ss you fland related 10 them in their different offices in
tiie covenant of grace. Secondly, your bretbren, ¢ This commandment have we
{roc1 him, that be wholoveth God, love his brothes slfo.”  Thirdly, your encmies
aifo: *“ But | fay unto you love your enemies, blefs them that carfe you, do g
to them that bate you, and pray for them which defpitefully ufe you and perfecure
sou.”  Thisluve lands not in words, “ be ye warced and filled,” but calls for
adtion, as o proof of its exifttnce. Then we hope, that you who poflefs this
heavenly grace, ss s native confequence flawing therefrom, will be found ‘n the
habitual exercife of tender reproofs and loving admonitions, Rill remembering to
exercife chriftian forbearance ; yet you are not taneely to fee a brother fin and not
reprove him ; for 1o withhold repreof from an offending brother, would be doing
him a veel injury, for reproofs of inflrudion are the way of life. Again. Thie

love
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love will excite you conftientionily to attend on tle impartant bufinefs of maiavaining
good order and chriltian difcipline in the chyrchi of God. Yet {cme we fee who
have (o little fenfe of the importance of difcipline, that tbey fzlcom attend church
weetings for bufinels ; and 1o excufe themfelves, will plead weakuels or igoorarce,
and ges erally conclade that the minilers, and a few of the principal members, are
iufBeient.  The spolile in hio 12th chaper, 1 Cor. obviates all fuch fiivol- us pleae,
icforming us, that we are the members of Chrift’s body. 1 this f&eale the eye
cannot fay to the hand, 1 have 12 need of thee; ror ike head to che feer, § have
no need of you; nay, uch more thofe members of the bady which feerm to be
more fecble, are recellary; and even thole members which are efteemed 1o tie lels
hooorable, and fuch as may to themfelves and others appear wesk ard ignarant,
are not to be abfent, otherwite the b:dy mult be lame, acd ycur abfeuce praftically
fays, you sre not of the b.dy.

You will readily grant thay iukewarmnefs and indifferency is iniurious ta religiorn,
srd is conirary to the fpirit of chriflianity, and highly provikiag to the kirg of
fainte. The fhameful repligence of too many profeffors in this refpe®, is one
grand caefe of 1he decay of religion: hereby jyour own fouls become lean, the
hands of your brethren weakened, their fpirits grieved, your miniilers much
dilccuraged ; and a8 3 juft judgwnent, God leases ycs in doudts, darkeefs, and a
heart-felt ferfe of the want of his preferce. We therefore earncltly prefs it upen
you, not to for{ake or neglel affembling with your brethren, but rather couct it
ycor bappinefs aad a blefling; yes, not only 8 profitable tut an honarabie Ratior
Beware of covetculpefs, which is idolatry ; let it have no place in yous hearts, but
cheerfully contribute according to your ability towards defrayirg the neceflry
expences of the church, as no church can long exiit without foms charges. To
excite yoo to the difcharge of this duty, coufider, that all you have is from God ;
and thofe that give liberaily never will ficd themfelves 1he lofers by it : for what
is thus lent to the Lord he will repay with ample latereft : for he that foweth
fparingly Gall resp fparing!, : a0d he who fuweth kvuctifully fhall reap beuntifully.
Nor is the widow’s two mites forgotten.

Dear brethren, the too hitle regard that bas hitherto been paid 1o our circular
letter, tempis us tc fear, that you view it as a form or complement, and read ir
with 100 much indifferency : while we write w'th a fervent foul, breathirg defire
that you would ferioufly corfider the larguifhing itate of religionin general, amonplt
us at prefenc.  Is it any thing to you? Have you no concern in this marter? Can
vou pafs itby without a heart felt concern? C:r has the world bec: aie your obj-it?
Has it flole into your beart, like a thief in t'e dark, to reb you i that cemfort
and happirels, you once found in your Lord ?

The Lord clears bimclf in this matter, wien be favs, in Wxivh ;9 1. 2.7 The
Lord’s hacd is not (hartened, that it cannot fave ; neither ns car heavy, that he
cannot kear.  But yuur iniquities have leparated between you and your God ; and
your fins hsve bid his face from vou, that he w.li pot hear.”  Siathen is the cavle,
we are faulty ; fin I'eth at our door. Then (av, nat with the diiciples of old,
Lordis it 1} But let each one wre'lle with God for the return of bis prefence, by
iatenis and fervent prayer; that the wedge, or babylocith gaiment may be fourd

out
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cut; that the achan of covetoufnefs, wordlymindednels, flothfulnefs, om:ffion
of duty, indifferency about gofpel ordinances, church difciplioe, and your miu.
ters—that thefe, and the hke may be found out, in whole tent they are: aud le:
all God’s Ifrael ftone them with ftones, aod burn them with the fire of God'y ze!
ard repentance ; and give glory 1o the Lord God of lirsel, that his fierce angec
may be turned away. Uagder fuch circamitances, can we expe& sny better (1,
the hidings of God's face ; daes he oot in his cry sgainlt his people of old for 1:e
Jike reafon, and teli them and us, by the prophet Malachi, that tirey robbed hur;
even ia tithes and offerings. Again. Does he not expoftulste with them and us,
in the molt tender laoguage; when he fays, * bring ye all the tithes into 11
flore-houfe, that thers may be meat in mine houfe, and prove me now herewii!,
faith the Losd of Holts, if 1 will not opea you the windows of Heaven, :cd pour
you out a blefling, that there (hall not be room to receive it.”’ Here ycu hiave:
charge of robbery agaioll you, a heavy charge, even robbing God. ¢ Wiil a ma;
rob God ! Yet ye have robbed me, in as much as ye have withibeld from ore ¢
the lealt of theie, ye did it not to me.”

Thirdly. We cail upon you who are miniflers of the glorious gofpel, to cn .
der your henerable Ration in the church: not with a view to fweil, orexaity <.
but ¢cn the conusary, to bumble you ; that you may confider yeurfeives the ' ;
tervarts of the clhurch, even as empty earchen vellels, dep~ccingall ~0
fulgefs of Chrilt, for every necdtul qualification. We feelingiy {yuipatli' .« w,
y.u, under the many difliculties snd burders you bear. The fad declertion ol seiip »
the difcouragemeats fome of you may feel by the remilluels of ycur breloes,
ditflerent reipedls ; and by beteting temprations, from the world, the fledh, arc e
devil, three potent enemies. \We wolid enceurage you, bretliien, with thit le...
cheerirg promife, my grace is fuflicient for you. Be (trong theretore in t'e nrec.
tbat is in Chaiit Jefus: erdure hardue(s as good foldiers «f Jefus. Remember, 1.
0o man that wareth, entangleth himfelf with the affairs of this life, that e n 4,
f'eale hum, who hath clhioten him to be a fold cr. Beware ot covet v.ice
Beware of 3 man pleafling Ipirir, which is bale sod contempiible i the fipic
God. Contend earneflly tor tbe faith once delivered to the lainte. Be fhul v -
the preparation of ihe gcfpel of peace, {till ready 1o give an aniwer to ~ny w
may stk you a reafon of the hope that is in you, with meekneis and fe.r. e -
your garmects unipotied trom the woid. Let no man, devil ner icl®, tane s
crown. brethren, meditate often on thele things; leall whiie yiu jreacut -
aoipel to others, you become a callaway. o one word, let aviiiters aud p: ) ¢
tu cunduct, tkat, when we (hall be called 1o itard betore the judge of uo. 2
Jead, the ose to give an account of his flewardthip, and the other of 1l
provement of the great sad many privil-ges they erjoy threwph 1the purcioe
I8 death; sy we tben have the besrt felt pleature to fay, snd you tiej v
Lear us proacercirg, bete are we, Lotd, asd the flccks thiu halt commiied
cur bull. Where we may waite ia skcrivieg all gloey to God at:d the Law t.r
ever, is tke prayer of your wawerthy brethien im gouipel bonde. bireihien jr.
‘oF us.

JANES FOWLLR, Mdera:r.
WILLIAM YORD, (e




