Baptists. South Carclina. Jethel Asocietion, 1795.
Misutes ... of Janes Creek ... 1795.
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MINUTES

BETHEL ASSOTIATION,

dict ot the Baptiff Church _a]auq':le.w;gk oy, Seuth Larviing,
o8 Saturdey the 8ck of Anguft, 3795

. 4"\ N Selcdsy, 13 o'clock, A. M. the &ifcourfe lmind séswy to the

buisehs, was &hivered hai:}‘-hhcx. from R~ 12 5.

Se we baing -uymmhlyuz'!ﬁ | end cvery ome mombers ow: of w.eothor.
s. Levers from g4c chusches wera read, andthe names of therr delegates
Q‘\M' * -

™ Broter James Fowler was chofea moderstor, and Brother Willizza 2 sd

clerk. ‘

&,&uﬁm %ﬁgud;\nai«. were
me::;l. 'l('::.mlaquhu predt , (not delegates; were
invited 60 a

. _ . enger appointed to
us by the on alfocisson, did pot cuicod.
6. . “Thia Brother Sowler grepare a letter to the Chardleficn, Boother

Shac 1o the Gecagis, . Brother B ‘to.d!c_ﬁcphzihhaﬁoc'miom.md

Brother Waller 10 the geocral comsmitte v.Tnu.
g2 %m Joxo Waller, Rwlmsn leford, Jofhua Palmer, Jofeph
Camp, Mofes Holland, James Fowler, and William Ford, be a commitice 10

unke ueries in letsers addrelfed to the prelent , and
ﬁ'&znopnhudnnwx affociation. Adjourned toMoxx:!eary aoo'csloﬂc, b:“
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Sabbath was employed in public exercife of devotion, fevera! fermone bein-
delivered to 2 numerousaudience; the whole concluded in the evening with '.hg
adminifiration of the Lord's fupper, and 2 fermon fuitable 0 fo folemn 44
wnflitution. .

8. Monday, 10 o'clock. The committec appointed at our laft meeting 1,
enquire into a matter of grief fubfifting between Middle Fork of Saluda, a4
kead of Enorez churches, report, they were providentiallv hindered attending
the appointment. Agreed, that brethren Jofeph Camp, Richard Shb\"\'k.runi
Benjamin Noitheut, James Chaftain, and Mofes Holland, or any three of the, -, he
a commiittec to attend the atorefaid churches on the occafion, and repurt il
proccedings to our next aflociation. .

9. The commuttee appointed to arranze the bufinefls which m:ght 2ppear fron
the letters to this meeting, report, they think it advifeable the alfociation the+. i
take up the confideration of five gueries. :

10. Query from Jamey's cresk chusch. Do the feripaires of the (!
New Tellamert, {orbid a man 1o manry the fifter of bis deccafed ®it¢ 7 Ao,
we do not know  that the feripuwres forbid fuch a marnage, but o (ol
prudential rezfons, we think it unadvifeable. . .

11. Query from Liutle-Horle creek church. Can five members te confiderc
a church? Anfwer, it has been-thought that the effence of a church nav be
found among a {maller number ; but it appears to us, that the conflitun:s
continuance of a church muit greatly depend on its weil-being, orabiluy 1o
fupport worthip and difcipline, which ought to decide in this cafe.

12. Query from Bruth creek church.  Is it difordesly in members of o
churches, to comrune with churches of different denominations? Anfwer,
we think what iscommonly called mixed communion, i$ incompatible with ¢
happinefs and parity of a gofpei church. ,

13. Query {re:1'the Cedar Spring church. Is it neceflary to print cu:
minutes annually 2 Anfwered in the a%ﬁnmtivc.

14. Quicry from Mouritain creek church.  Would it not be more convenient
for the churches which compofe this affociation to be divided into two diftin:
aflociations ? This queftion being debated, was, on motion, refeired to a
committes, who were dircéted 1 take up the guery, and'.bring in their opinion
thereon.  The following breihren were' chiofen : gohh' Waller, James Fowler.
Jofeph Czmp, Perminter Morgan, John Rowland, Richard Shackleford, and
Jamer Ch:lain, who having firft withdrawn, reported, that they find themfelve.
unable fmi-tafionily to determine on the fubjet at prefent.  There appears bua
one reafon of weight in favor of the motion; whicv\’is the convenience of a few -
of the moft diflant churches ; on the other hand, the reafons for cominuin%
toguther are numerous and weighty, particularly thofe which refpe& union o

' ' : " fentiment,
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fentiment, and the promotion of common interefts.  They therefore recommend
that the fubjeft be laid over to the next meeung for ferious confideration. But
fhould a divifion be finally thought advifeable, they would recommend Enoree
as the Line betwesn the cgnurchcs forming the different bodies.  This report was
azreed to.

° 5- Agreed, unanimoufly, that a flanding committee of correfpondence be
appointed to correfpond with affociations and churches abroad. Brcthren
Walier, Fowler, Shacklcford and Morgan, were accordingly appointed.

16. The Circular Letter being read, as prepared by Brother Waller, was
approved ; but he was defired, with the affiftance of Brother Fowler, to make
{fume enlargement. o

17. Brethien Fowlerand Rooker were appointed meffengers to the Charleflon
Aflociation, Shackleford and Tilman v the Georgi2, and Biother Bulger to
tie Hephzibah.

18. Supplies for the deflitute churches. Bulltown, Jo}m Rowland, Benjamin
Nosthcut.  French Broad, Abraham Harges and David Forefler. ,

19. Agreed, that our next meeting be held at this pluce, on the fccond Satur-
day in Auguft next. That Brother Waller preach she fermon; in cafe of failure,
Jofcph Camp. That Brother Lilly write the Circalar Letter; the fubje&,
Good Works. ’

20. The money was collefled for printing the minutes, and Brother Fowler
requefled to fupenntend this bufinefs, as ufual. Concluded with an exhona.
non and prayer, by the moderator. :

STATE
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STATE or Tvue CHURCHE S.

The Ao %-ccgam s ar. in capitals; Licenjed Preachorsm Dadics; Church:s d'fnguidedryin

Lattle

Lot e sechad maoaiount from, i numbers foad as tbey didiafl y.ar; 4 {5
[ J whaed g0 churches, denstes a vdianoy.
i,
- «
HEUR I H I
LR
8 %N 3
q & QiQl 2
Caurcues. jo EPMésszxcns. |
SEPHCAMP, i
Buffalo, William &1‘Br:ye'l"'.‘ mes Collins, I I
Tyger River, i‘(:rl;\ WILLIAMS, William 20l 3 1] 2] e
. : Samuel M
Green River, L Bal.:rl'c!;:vem Brayer, John 7 ‘,
Bills Creek, ——ae—=— J‘%l;lt;lOwEl(bv; Mavera! Elliott. ! ol
. 1amGasret, Laurence Banks R I
Buck Creck, g’;k{:ﬁ Bhke’\sell. 33 Iy ”i 1‘ i i
AM HARGESS, DA. -
flcad of Enoree, NIFL FLANNERY, A-l 3| 6 z‘ TR
Sandy Run, &Q\v_fen sarril, Iohn Irvine. 19, 5 é:
Fair Foreft, {w:::::x:lnm Buckbannan, Jofhua i3 | e
Padget’s Creek, 2"& l;g;rg#wﬁs escer Bobe| 11 1] 31 |2l ¢
: : 'R MARGAN
Mountaia Creck, N. C. xgls“gg Hill, William Gree;u. H 4 3 11112
. . HOLLAND, Jofeph
Bigg Creck, Jolly, William King. Jofep 7 1 1] se
lforfe Cn;k, —— acob Mainer, Jeffe Ford. 4 L2
Cedar Spring, ——— Jggi'!all] Bart;;t, Wm. Lancafter.] 3] 3| 1} 22
. e (v ait. A PALMER, R
,:.’ppc'rtl)uncan s Creek, ?rg“% I;Iel ? n:i(egl ’ oger; , sl 4 1,35 ©
acolet, ohn Cole, John Palmer. 1 1 32
Lewer Duncan’s C:ock, ﬁ?gﬁ' Rl{ub'la-d. 3 ? ] sy
e ARDSHACKLEFORD
}-. me) s (“rcck, .. Jofeph Woodruff, Tyrie Glen. 13 4 31 182
Sandr River, JyAIMES FOWLER, 3} ‘3] 3}t -
. ¢fe Breoks, Providence Willi-
Buth River, ams, William Cole. l ] B 9
Sccona,® WILLIAM MURPHY, Jofeph 6
Price. !
Rockey Creek, Catawba,® EDD“'ARD PIGG. %
Big Bn‘td,’ Tnoree, B:gfy SIMMS, Hudfon 6l '
Middkk Szluda, Archibald Harris. 126
* 7.1 47 8ajagirdircs;
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Brought Forwaid w51 45 8§2:2518]1-3
Cuvacuss, MesssxGens .' ‘ > i Ji 33
Little River, SE.(:?GE TILMAN, William 3f 1y 137
Enoree, Barberrvy Hancock. 2 a2t sl -
French Broad Kiver, James Blythe, james Boydfton. s, 1al a2
Rockey Creck, Broad River, -——QTE';ho. Burns, John Larsowe. [T 63
s HEN GAFFORD, B¢a- -
Turkey Creek, jamin Noriniui. e A se
Main Saluda, Jofeph Wiliis 1| 1 tg 23
Cioud's Creek, Thomas Drlcach, Robr. Dechazo. { 26
Buld-town, ) Ifasc Veraon. THEE '} 3 12
Kceowee,® ' , 1
Concerd, Bayles Farles, James Butler. 5 26! 1 26
Catawba, : Win. Wrighe, Charlc}s Brumficld. 3 1} 2y
Sarer JOHN ROOKER, }shn Smith. .
Sugar Creck, William Pettics. y '; ; =
t Poplar Spring, John Williams, Thomas Nonis | 4 2 teoo23

Gofhen, Edmung Ellis, Wm Wiik~q, al 3 ;[

Cambridge, A Letter. 1 3' 3! 48 REEX
Shockley Ferry, Cooper Bennet, T . Milfore TR R 8
Mill Creek, OHN BULGR2ZR, !.o.Berrv.; 3l 3] - P
Stephen’s Creek, ohn Bridges. ] -3} 3 l 38
Coronaco, illiam Long, Williara Wright. 2l 6 2:
Brufh Creek, Levi Wimpy, Neche . iah Payne, 2 P og
Mountain Creek, S. C. —  Jon. Dewees, Tho. Mullikin. 3 6 10l 1 1:
Little Horfe Creek, JAS.CHAST AIN,Wim. Story. | 4] 18 3| J 39
Boilin Spring, Wia. Co. rel, Wm. Turner. 1 3 v 4;
Bethabara, JOB WALLER, Wm, Ball. , 44
Red Bank, JOUN ROWLAND, Hen. King. 42
Hopewell, — Samuel M‘Creary. i

+ Tbischurck was f+rmerly known by 1be name of Durbam.
. . Decreafed fince laft vear, 39.

CIRCULAR LET

T E R.

The Bethe! Affociation, wmet at the Baptiff Church in Spartanburgh county, Souta-
Carolina, the 8t of Auguf}, and continued to the 11th, fond Chriftan faiutation.
T is an awful fa&, that men may notionally and doétiinally believe the truth
of the gofpei, without faving faith in Chrift, & an intereft in him. It i,
therefore, of infinite confequence to know that we have, indeed, the farth of
God’s eledt; as it is diftinél in its naturc and operation, from fuch an cmpty,
lifelefs, and fruitlels belief; with which the formal, worldly proteffor, inay

deceive and defiroy his own foul.

Faith
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Iiaihis, by the apoflle, defcribed the * Subflarce of things hoped for, the
evidenceof things not {een:” that which brings eternal things urto vearer view,
sl reprefents them unto the foul as undoutted realities. Whence it is tha
t.c tue beitever, when ha has eaperienced the defe& of his own endeavouns
i+ purpoits; when he is wearied out of all his falle refuges, emptied of ali
Bopz in himfclf, and is bounght to fee and feel the danger and mfery of Lis
Q¢ by nutare, is then brotight in-carnef to look to 7(]5:. as the onlg‘tcfogc
ot his foul. He then fees the incomparable excellency of a preciour Savicur;
bie sthies with ardent defire after him ; 1cfts on his word, as the only foundation
of his Lope; and, proportionably to the cvidence of bis interef® n him,
19r01ces in Chrift Jefus, haviug no confidence 12 the flefh. Now the bleilj
Neviour, and his glorivus fahvstion, age the fubjefis his fenous: frtq: o,
and delighithil contemplation.  Now an intercfi'in Chnft is valued by him > 1w ¢
all the world; aud.hc is in earneft to obtain and maintain 2 good <. . ¢,
that his hope in Clirift is weéli founded. Now the favor of God aad the con-
cernsof t¥e unfeen eternal world, appear of greater impoitance than ¢very thing
eile. e now mourns under a fenle of his former fins; he groaus under the
buzdea of his remaining corruptions, and with diligence fellows after holinefs;
cideavouring 1o purfue the way of falvation, though with fear and tremblug,
And, in a word, he has fuch an impreflion from thefe realitics, that whatever
temptations, defertions, or oppoling corruptions he may conflit with, nothing
can fo banith the great concern from his breafl, as o make him habitually
flothtul and ind:Herentabout it: nothing can quiet him fhort of having his heart
and aflecions engaged in the things of and godline(s, and his appetites and
pafiions under the refiraint and governing influence of the law of dhe fprrit of Lfe.

On the other hand, if we take a view ot the influence which a formal, or dead
f1ith has upon the foul, itis vifible that this ufually leaves the fabjefis of it
{ccure and carclefs, trifling and indifferent, in the concerns of the eternal world.
Thele appear to fuch a perfon, but diftant futurities, which do not engage his
folzmn autention, and make him'in eameft folicitous about the event, nor give
any cffeétual check 10 his inordinate appetites and paffions. Or, if (as it fome-
times happens) any awakening difpenfation of providence alarms fuch a pesfan,
to a diftreiling apprehenTion of his guilt and danger, drives him o duties and
external reformation, and makes hira more careful and watchful in his condu,
he has yet no fenfible impreflive view of the wa ofd‘ﬁ-ltfn by Jefus Cbn{.
Hceither endeavours to pacify the juftice of Golm is ownalarmed mind, by
his dutiesand religiots performances, and {0 lulls himfelf aflecp againin bisformer
fecurity ; or elfe continues to agunize under moft dark, dreadful, and uuwoc%
~pprehenfions of the glorious God, as if he were implacable, and irreconcilsb
tu fuch finners as he difcovers himfelf o be. Such a perfon may readily

acknowiedge,
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ackninledge, but cannoe feel this blefied truth, dat Jefus Chnft s 2 lufficie:t
faviowr. Though he owns thirw de true, yet be can never comfortaby venture
hvs foul, or his eiernal imerefls upon &t; unlefs a diviae ray thiae inw ius mia:,
and give him 2 lively and fenfble view of the interefting fubjed.

Here then is an 2pparent difference between a ‘rue or favmg, and a formal =-
falic fach. Theeone realizes the grest uuths of the gofpel br 2 hively and feci:2
difcovers; givingthe * Light of 1he knowledge oi the glory of God 1a the fac:
of jelus Chnf.” The gives but a hielefs and inattive affert o thei-
importarz truths. The ce influrnces the beart and affettzoas, a0d by * belolding
with open face, 3s n a glafs, the glory of the Lors. changes the foul irto tic
fame image, from glory 10 glory ;™ the other only {wires in the head, and leaves
the heditin a flate entbier of felf fecunity, or defpordency. Thconc s an sbidina
principle of divine hife, from whick there lows nvess of iving water ; tin- other o>
wanfient, unficady, and leaves the foul fhort of a1y fprritcal principle of Life and
aovitv. A Gvisg fanh is an hearty confent 10 the overtures of the golpd, or
arccejtica of Jefus Cimtll as € cternal fon of God, manifefl inthe deth, ©
Jefiror the works of the devil, and 10 tranflaie lus people from the powes of
darknefs unto his fpiiteal kingdum.  According jv, 2 true fanth in e golpel s
defcnbed o be a receiving the Leed Jefus Chufl.  * To as many as received
him, o them gave he power to become the -ons of God.” To be > ivn oi
God by Jon, is 10 be begont:n t0'a living Lope, that Jefus Cimfl * is the
wifdom of .Mdndedmeﬁeitowm\mﬁm&cwfcoi
God’s holy law, the powerof Sauzn, and the conopions of cur evilnasure.”
He thai hath Chrifl, hath a principle of fpiritn:l life in his fou?, whercby be 1s
m%h the enjoyment of the divine favcur ; bang reconciled 10 2 b
and juft through the nierits and mediat:on of the Erernal Son. T
taith, or experimentz] knowledge, ar belief, corRuues the furk of Goa's cked.

The true bekiever labours, and is heavy lader with she finfulnefs of s rature,
and longs Vor a fugther victory over bis corrupt appetites and pafioes, for more
{pintuality in bis duties, and for a forther progrels in prety and holinefs, and
therefore heartily defires the Lord Jefus Chnft as bis fanciifier. as welias
Saviour, and camefly feeks afier we renewirg, freagthemng and guickeaing
influcnces of his holy fpant. :

But if, vn the contrary, we conlider the clrrafter of a dead or formal faidh, &t
is what never brings the foul 10 a full confeat t0 receive Jefus Chrift 25 a
fav--<w and redcemer, without fome exception and refave. The unfourd pro-
fetlor .2y imagine be receives Jefus Chrif 2¢ his faviour, but what i tac 10:n-
dation and encouraging motive of his imaginary compliance® Upon an impartial
caquiry, it will be always found 10 be fumedung m dm&rf, his gond oRcucrns,

dutes, holy refolves, mwlﬁw,.rdormabns.udpupoks:dx&mwhthc
cal:
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calls the terms of the go’pel, and by thefe he endeavours 10 recommend himfet

e God; andonrcmddnfe,qu_wﬁnd lll-*Ch‘.l. Or
if he feesever fo frongd2fires of falvationby Cheif,yet be is dnvea tothem iy
:‘wa\dfdflon.ﬂviﬁ renew has a 10 other lords, a8 fonm as b

awakening appreheafions are womn off. He does not feel his want of Chnift's
calightening and enlivenimg influences, for he knows not whet they mean. He
fubm:ts not 10 the n of Chrift, for he is il ing 0 precure
acceptance with from fome qualifications of LRis own; duties
which be performs. or fome s be makes or intends to make m his selaygwrus
courfe. He cannot fubmit to Chrifk as hus lord ; for there s fome Sothiul mda!.
gence which be cannot forego, fom: tradition he Las imbibed which he conn
refgn 10 fripture correQion, fome darling luft e canmot part with, fome werldly
idol hishear 1 fet or fome diffecal duty which he mufl excule lumfelf from.

In the falptllnl‘mmﬂt diftiaiion between thefe twe foves of belicrars
1s moft The one comes w0 Chrift deflitwte of ali bope 2nd belp
himfelf. but fces cnough m Chnft 10 anfwerall hus wamts. The other is fuil
himfelf. The one: looks te Clhiriik 0 be bis light, the other leans %0 his own ander.
8:5ding. The one makes mention of Chnft's ngivecuinefs, and that only ; 1! -
other hepes for an intereft in Chnft and hus falvation, am sconuat of Lis ow-
asainmenss; and, in cfic@, expe@ls juftification by his owa fs g
CThnd's fske.  The oue brings a guilty, polluted foul to the blefied Redceme.
nut trufling in any qualiication of his owa %0 recommend &, expetting fro:
Chrift al! the jupplies be wants ; fcr gold tied in the fire, thar he may be it
tor eve-falve, that he may fee; and for white raument, that be may be closthed
the cther ordinanly raifes his expefiatons from Chrift in w0 Ju
agary qualifications, and good difpofiuens. The ome falvann
ty Clnifl as weil from pollution as from guilt. The other kas a refzrve of fore
deccufal tufk that he hugs as 2 Delilah in bis bofom, which he cannot willing..
pat with. and hepes God will not charge it o him as fin.  In fine, the one .
m:2d- wiling inadav of the power of God w0 be Chnft's, 0 ke up his crots
~ad follow the Lamb wh he goeth; the other will not come w Chrit
but on terms of hisown flaung.

Thus, dear brethien, we fubmz our ¢ oa this fubje& 0 your feno-:
roafideravion, hopiug by the blefling of they may be cooducive 0 yu.!
elhcation. We requeft a remem in youy and remain youns
<%elionachy ingofpel bunds, {N 'S % Moderaor.

ILLIAM FORD, Clerk.




