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MINUTES
OV THE ,
BETHEL ASSOCIATION.

A ET at the Baptift Church on Jamey's Creek, Spartanburgh county,

South-Carolina, 13th Auguft, 1796. Brother VVPaller being appointed

the laft year to deliver an intl'odu%toryji courfe, and in cafe of failure Brother

gofcph Cam; 10 be prepared, neither of whom appearing, a difcourfe was

elivered by Brother James Mathews, from Rev. I, chap. 12, 13, 14, 15 and.
16th verfes.

2. Letters from 47 churches were read, and the names of their delegates
enrolled.

. Brother Richard Shackleford was chofen Moderator, and Brother Wil
liam Lancafter, Clerk.

4. The fabbath was employed in the exercife of public devotion, feveral
fermons being ‘delivered to a numerous audience, and the Lord's fupper admi-
niftered in the evening,

M O NDAY.

Two churches applied by letters and delegates for admiflion into our union,
and on fatisfaltion being obtained refpefting their fait!i and order, they were
received. The Rev. James Templeton, o{ the Prefbyterian church, being
prefent, was invited to a f{eat.

Brother David Cooper, meflenger trom the Charlefton Affociation,
handed a letter and minutes of laft year; and Brethren James Mathcws and
Guy Smith, attended as Meflengers z:‘um the Georgia Affociation, prefented a
Ictter, and todk their feats accurgingly. The minutes of the Philadelphia Affo-
ciation of the laft year, and minutes of Neufe Affociation, North-Carolina,
were handed by Brother Fowler, and being read, gave general fatisfaétion.

6. Appuinted Brother James Fowler to write to the Charleflon Aflociation,
and to be our Meffenger to them. Brother John Bulger appointed Mellenger
10 the Hephzebah Affuciation, and Brother John Rooker to write to them. Bre«
thren Jofhua Pulmer and Richard Shackleford appointed Meflengers to the
Georgia Allociation, and Brother David Lilly to write to them.
~, Agreeable
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7. Agreeable to reference at the laft meeting for a divifion of this Afoci
ation, the fubjcét was now taken inte confideration, and after maturely invefl.
gating the fame, itwas thought advifeable to poftpone it to a futuve period,

Supplies to the vacant Churches that made application: Rockev Creek
Churcr Catawba River, James Fowler, John Rooker and Davies Collin, 1,
attend dlfcretumally Supplies to French Broad River, Jofeph Logan ml
William Murphy, Supp‘les to Poplar Spring Chmch julhua Palmer,
Benjamin Northcut, George Tilman and ohn Ruw,land.

TUESDAY.

8. The letiers to the cerrefponding Alfocnauons, and the Circular Lettcr,
were read and approved by the Affociation, ,

9. Agreed t&nt Brpther David Lilly preach the introduélory fermon at the
next A[foc ation, and in cafle of tailure Brother ohn Rowland to be prepared,

10, Agreed that Brother James Fowler write the Circular Lettey for the
nextyear; the fubje& to be on the affurance of grace.. The money was col.
lefled for printing the minutes, and Brother Fowler requefted to diftribute
them as ufual,

11. Agreed that our next Affociation be held at this place, beginning the
focond Saturday in Auguft, 1797.

Concluded with exhortation and rayer.

: RICHXRD SHACKLEFURD, Modcrator.

| WILLIAM LANCASTER, Clerk.
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CHURCTIES
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i Miniflers Names are in Cowizales Liconfed Preachers in lial ooy Courches diftinguihed

aith an allerifp (*
Pajtors 1o 1ubnfe
denores @ vacandy.

CHURUHG&S.
Bufr‘l!(l,

Tyger River,
Green River,®
Bill's Creek,®
Buck Creek,

Head of Enoree,

i

Sandy Run,

Fair Forett,
Padget’s Creek,*

Mountain Creek, N. C,
Bigg Creck,

Horfe Creek,

Cedar Spring,

Upper Duncan’s Creek,
Pacolet,

Lower Duncan’s Creek,

Jamay's Creek,
Sandy River,
Bufh River,
Sicona,

MissENGERS.

JOSEPH CAMP, James Bridges
JOHN WILLLIAMS
AUGUSTIN CLAYTON,

Rt

L e Y
v

{ ALEXANDER DAVIDS

, Samuel M‘Braver, John

Blakewel,

John Owen(by, M. Elliot,

ISAAC CANSREL+$, THOMAS
BURGESS, W .Garrat, ].Blakewell
"ABRAHAM HARGES, DAN.

FLANNERY$,

JAVID FO-

RESTHR$, Benjunin Bridges,

LR )

John Jones, Thomas Coventon,
ALEXANDER M‘DOUGAL,
JOHN PUTMAN:t, Spencer Bobot
PERMINTER MORGAN{,

L Wijliam Hill, William Green,
MOSES HOLLAND, James Wil
burn, George Vandviert,

_*’

aniel ford, Ambrofe

Hammond,

» Joroyal Barnct, William

Lancafter,
OSHUA PALMER, JOHN

AWLIN, Reuben Kellv,
, John Palmer, Jofthua

Wilburn, 4

MICAJAH BENNETT, Abner

Cafey, J. Speak,

RICHARD SHACKLEFORD,
Jofeph Woodruff, Tyrie Glenn,

JAMES FOWLER, James Kolb,

JOHN COLE+, John Cannon,
William Cole,

WILLIAM MURPHY, W, King,|
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Difmifled.

CHURCHEPS,

Rockey Creek, Catawba,*®

Big Branch, Enoree,
Middle F. Saluda,
Ljttle River,

Enoree,
French B. aner,

Rockey Creek, B. River,

“Turke Crcek,
Main Saluda,

Clouds Creek,

Byll-Town,
Keowee,
Concord,
Catawba,
;;;g;r Creek,

ar Spring,
Gothen, d
Cabridge,
Shocklcy Ferry,
Mill Creck,
Little Stephen s Crevk,
Coronaco,

Blrufh Creek,

Mountaih Creek, S. C.
Little Horfe Creck,
Boiling qpring,

Bathabara, '

Red Bank,
Hopewell,

Long Creek,
Bruthey Creek,

Brought over,

MeEsseNGERs.

——— EDWARD PIGG#,
DRURY SIMMy ,Hudfon Berry,
}rh Woolbanks,

N CHASTAIN, JohnYoung,
luhn Edens, Archibald Harris,
GEORGE TlLMAN Fames
Crouthe ;ofe ph Kolb
jA.COﬂ'}( NG*.]ESSE OWEN+
'Edmand Kellyt, Barber Hancock,
=, Jas. Blythe, Jas. Boydﬂon,

ohn Larrowe, }. Newton,
BEN. NORTHLUT E. Dadfon,
e, J O, \Vmis,Wm Thurfton,
» John Stephens, Catlét
Corley, Thomas De oacht,
, Haac Vernon,
JOSbPH LGGAN, Wm. Floyd,
o Jaines Butler,
DAVIES COLLINS,
JOHN ROOKER, W:Iham Petties
Arthur Durham,
, Edm\md-l".ilis, . Headen,
"DAVID LILLY, Richd. Moore,
COCHER RENNKET, T, Jénes,
}. BULGER+, W, Hitt, C. Davies,
y J. Bridges, JonmhanEﬂ’erv
, William Long, John King,

‘“()Hh H()WARD‘(, James Head,

amed Satterfield, Robert Orr,

e ]mmhan Dewcefe,
~JAS. CrAISTAIN, J. Kinmién,
sy W, Brandon, W. Turner,

}OHN WALLER®, Willtam Ball,
L William Bealley,

' Huu;y King, Bart.Bledfoe,
--«-—, William Hudfoun,
y Charles Jones, James
Wc-athers, Julins Holland,
LEWI1S RECTOI, Abr. Carpey,

& (Baptized.
L {Rec. by Letscr.
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The CIRCULAR LETTER.

The Bethel Affociation, met at the Baptl/l Church at Jamey's Creek, the 13th of
Auguft, and continued to the 16th| 1796, to tht Ghureics they reprefent,
fendeth Chriftian Salutation.

o,

BELOVED BRETHREN,

WE rejoice that the Father of Meries has permitted us once more to meet,
in order that we might unitedly purfue the promotion of that caufe,
which we helieve 1s unfpeakably precitus to the churches we have the honor
to reprefent. But the hr;ccefs of our feeble efforts to advance the important
objett in view, depends wholly cn the Iefling ot him who worketh all things
after the counfel of his own will. To him, therefore, we humbly commit the
concerns of Zion in general, and the tianfaétions of this our meeting in par-
ticular; fervently befeeching him, that |of his abundant grace and mercy he
would grant that our labour may not be jn vain in the Lord!

" Notwithlanding the darknefs and delulfion of a finful world, and the various
imperfeéiions of God’s people in the prefent flate, blelled be God, we e
unnted in the lcading and eflential truths bt divine revelation.  And. therefore,
on thefe important and glorious fubjeéis, we can addrefs vou with greater
freedom and pleafure.  You will permii us this vear to call your attention to
the fubjet ot good works, agrecably to qur laft year's appointment.

Works may be faid to be good cither in a natural, moral or {piritual fenfe.
The attions which arc under conflideration, are fuch as are to ﬁc confidered
good in a fpiritual fenfe, and praper to be performed by creatures endowed
with reafon, and accountable to Gaod. Jk\tll()"‘ which are good in this {enfe,
are fuch as are agreeable to the will of A5od revealed in his word.  CGood
v orks are the performances of thofe which are good in the religious fenfe ot
the word. Goodnefs muft firfl cxift in tle foul, before 1t can be expretled in
life and converfation; as the wree muft be made good betore the fruit will be

ood. |
s JEHOVAH is the great and all-important objeét in the performance of
good works. The beauties ot the divipe character, exhibited in the great
atonement, imprefled on the Believer's tind, lay him under a willing con-
ftraint 10 fhun the paths of vice, 1ud 10 be tound inthe ways of juftice, mercy
and truth,  Though in the performance off good works, he is not wholly di-
vefled of a regard to felf; yet, he is not incrcly influenced by a lelfith grat.
tude, arifing from refleétions on the reception of paft favours, by tund expetia.
tions of future enjoyments, or by a flavifh fear of approaching wrath; but prin.
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cipally by the noble principle of love to the bleffed God, on aceount of 1y;

fpotlefs purity agd the unchanging holinefs of his naure.  Fhebeliever, ac i
as hisactions anfwer to the will of Heaven, dire“ts his attention 1o the gre 104
poflible good, as he purfues the divine glorv.  But, alas! after attending ta the
moft uafpoued charatiers in the Chnftian world, we muft. undoubtedly con.
clude, there is none who doeth good and finncth not. | - ,

Good works are by no means the foundation of our juflificat’on in the figh
of God. Nothing oncarth, or in hicaven, can be found fo anfver this glorons
purpofe, but the finifhed righteoufnefs and atoring death of the great Iinn enuel
God with us.  Neither can we fuppole, good works are the condition ot our
regeneration, or being called out.of darknefs into the marvellous lhight of the
gofpel; nor can we alcribe a tribante of praife to ourfelves, as being fubjets of
this great change, but all the glory iste be-given to God. © .+ -

- Notwithftanding our {alvedon 1s:net by works of rightcoufnefs performed by
us, nor pur regeneration on account of any previous good works; temper or
condutt in us: Yet, we are to confider fuch. as being nder manv obligations
to the Father of our Spirits to devote themfelves to the duties of religion.

We are not only to engage, but to perfevere in the performance of gond
works, and as true and.rea). believers attend to a fteady perfeverance in the way
of righteoufnefs, to brave every florm, baffle every hoftile attempt, and finith
our heavenly cour{e with endlefs joy. |

Dearly beloved, let us urge the importance of good works, and endeavor to
excite you to a faithful performance of the fame. Remember they are the
duties you owe 10 God. Has God done fuch great things for us, and thall we
fail to do the little we can for him? Would not a thoufand lives fpent in his
fervice, and a thoufand deaths. fuffered in his cavfe, be but a {inall teftimonv of
ous gratitude and love for his undeferved and matchlefs grace manifefted in
the eternal falvation of poor finners who are doomed to utter woe?

The more diligent you arc in the works of piety and mercy, the greater
reafon you have to expect God will confirm your minds in the truth, and give
you the victory over your {piritual enemies; and, when brought to the fhores of
eternity, each of you may fay with Paul, “ ] kave fought a good fight, 1hare
Simifhed my courfe, 1 have kept the farth : Henceforth there is laid up for mea crown
of %lztaoqﬁzq/}. which the Lord, the rightevus Fudge, fhall give me at that du..”

We truft, beloved, vou will not be offended it we conclude the {ubjeét by
exhorting you to the performance of good works.  You expett that your mini-
flers will be diligent in every good work, which belongs to their paftoral office
and coneerns your fpiritual and eternal welfare. If they fhould be found ne-
rligent and unfaithful, how great their guilt and how drcadful their doem,
when the blood of immortal fouls fhall be required of them by their angry

Jmlgc !
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Judge! It certainly concerns them much to improve their time, to fludy to
fhew themfelves approved, as workmen who need not to be afhamed before the
awiul tribunal at the laft day. But in return, you muft conlider it your in.
cumbent duty to ftrengthen their hands, by affording them a competent fupply
of the necedlaries of lite.  For, if they have fown unto you fpiritual things, 1s
it 2 great thing if they fhould reap your carnal things? And has not your dear
Lord ordainec. that they who preach the gofpel fhould live of the golpel ?
And can it be faid you have diiigently followed every good work, if you fuffer
vour minifters to live in indigence, and their minds to be perplexed tor want of
thofe enjoyments of v.nich God has granted you a rich fusply? Provide houfes
decent ang convenient ;or the public worfhip of God.  Pay proper attention to
the poor; but elpecially endeavor 1o relieve the wants of yvour needy brethren,
Encourage family worfhip, and let not the duties of the clofet be negleited,
Forfake not the affemb’:~y cf yourlelves; but continue fiedfalt in the Apoftle’s
dottrine, and fellowfhip, in breaking of bread aud in prayers. Let proper
difcipline be attended to and fupported: Let the reipetive members keep their
Places, and highly refpeét the government fupported by the authority of God
in the churches.  Be at peac: among yourfelves; warn them that are umuly;
comfort the feeble minded ; fupport thie weak ; and be patient to ail men. And
blefled indeed is that fervant whom his Lord, when he cometh, thall find
#.doing,.
e RICHARD SHACKLEFORD, Moderator,
WILLIAM LANCASTER, Clerk,




