36949

Baptists. South Carolina. 8ethei Association, 1800.
Minutes ... at Bethlehem Meetinghouse, August 9, 1800.
n.p. [1800]. 8 pp.

Wake Forest College Library copy.




MINUTES
BETIHEYL JJJ%JJ@ZYOJ\C
~ Or BAPTIST CHURCHES,

Mect at Beruvruesm MeeTing-Housk, ‘Aug':lﬁ 9, 1800, inSpartznburgh
Diinét, Soutu-Carorina. ‘

s SIOED OGP MR SAE———

I.B ROTHER DAVIES COLLINS, who was appointed, pofitively. Bro.
ther David Lilly, provifionally, to preach the introduGcry fermon for this
year, both failing to attend; a fermon was delivered by brother Elnathan
Davies, from Il. Cor. iv. §. < Fer ave preach -mor ourfelves, but Cérift
J¢fus the Lord, and ousfelves your fervants, for Fejus fuake.” ‘
”f ;,c:tcgs from fifty charches were read, and the names of the delegates
enroled. - : |
III. Brother Richard Shackleford was chofen Moderator, and brother
William Lancafter, Clerk. o -
- IV. Brethren Richard Shackleford, William Lancafter, John Rooker, Abr.
Hargrefs and Jofeph Camp, wereappointed, to arrange the bulnefs that may
come hefore the zffociation, frout the relpeclive churches, by their letters,
_&c. and make report on Monday morning enfuing. | .

V. Agreed, that oa tc-morrow, being Lord’s day, brethren Benjamin
Mofley, and Francis Rofs, meflengers from Georgia; and Jofeph B.ker
and [ofeph Bufon, from the Hephzebah aflociations, will pleafe to preach to
the congregation,

VI. The Sabbath was employed in the public exercife of devotion;
fix fermons were delivered in two feperate congregations, at a convenieit
diftance; by compuration nearly 8,500 perfons.

VIl. Monday the reverend James Templeton, of the Prefbyterian church,
and other minifiers, prefent, (not delegates) were invited o a feat with us.
A letter and minuics werc handed by the meflengers of Georgia, and
Hephzebah affocittions. A letter and a packet of minutes for the refpec-
tive churches, of thi, affociation were forwarded by brother Fowler, from
the Charlefton affociation for laft ycar, their meflengers not attending. A
letter and minutes from Neufe, and a letter from Ilolflein affociations; and
alfo minutes from the Philadelphia, for the years 1798 and 1799; minutes
from the Baitimore, Kentucky, Shaftetberry, New-Hampfhire, Warren,
Wooditock, and Flat River aflociations, being alfo forwarded by brother
Fowler; were feverally rcad, and gave general fatisfation.

VIIL. Three churches applied by letters, and delegates for admifficn inta
our union; and were accordingly admitted, upon fatisfaction being obmneg}
refpecting their faith, and oider. .y

IX. A non-fellow-fhip having exified, betwecn the church at Derviny
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creck, of \m' b Mr. Jacob Roberts is paftor, and this afleciatic , from the
)('.'r 17145 at this mecting fatisfaltion was given, aad fellowlsip declared
Eoowern 4954 cmm.h and this affeciatian, -~ -

,\( \onomtcd brother M<Deugal, to write to the Heph,,cbah Affoc; ion,
and Mofis, Speacer'Bobo and Willizm Goram' 'be our metlengers.  Brother
Spockecford to write to the Charlefion affociation, and Meffis. james Fow-
ler znd John Rooker, to.be ocr mcfiengers. Brother Bayh. Earle, to
write to the Georgia affociation, and Meflrs. Jefle Owen and Audtin Clayton
to be our mefiengers. Brother Johufon to write to the Holftein, and brocher
Rooker, to the Neufe affociations,

: TUESDAY

XI. Query from Ciatabaw church. Are the books that compofe the old and
few teftaments, ail of Divine revelation: Anfwered in the afirmative.

XiI. Querv from Mountain Creek chu:ch, N. C. Does the Geipel inits
divine prec=pts, enjoin on.its profeﬂ'ors, the fame care and famnwnefs, in
ruling their children and fervants, by the principles of moral viriue, as were
r"qaxreu under the Mofaic difpeafation » Aniwered, beyond a'l doubt, and
muiters ang m).lrgn)s, ot families, as profeflors of the Gofpel, are under pe-
culic; obligatipn to bri vng up their chiidren, and govern theur servants, i the
fear and an.nomtlon ¢f the Lord. ,

XIii, the letters t3 the correfponding afiociations, and circular letter
for this year, were prefented, read and approve :d. :

XIV. Fourteen churches, viz. thofe at Tyger River, Emlmg Spring,
Green's Creck, Goihen, Sandy Run, Gieen River, Cedar Spriag, brenc
Broac River, Mountaia Creek, N. C. Bili’s Creek, Stat» Lme, Buck Creek,
Long Creek and Bufialo; requefted 2 difmiffion from this body, that t}ev
may be formed into an other affociation, which was agreed to. Eber ezer, and
Shockley Ferry churches,defired a difmiffion from this ailociation, to juin ano-
ther, more convenient to them ; which was agreed to.

XV. On motion, apreed, that the fccond Saturday in November next, be
kept in prayer and foffing, that God may pleufe to blefs the prmchcrs of his

ipel, and that we nxy enjoy 2 revival of religion in our churches.
VI. T'he committee appointed to examine brother Cantrel’s credentials
of ordinition, report, they find them valid.

XV1l. Concord, and the church at Long-creek, as vacant churches, requeft-
ing fupplies ; agreed, that brethren Thonas Burgefs, Auftin Clayton,
John Blackwell and William King, attend the former; and brethren John
Rooker, Davies Collins, and Jofeph Camp, the latter, dif: retxon.uly

XVIII. Lower Dun:an’s creek church, requefts « committec to attend
them, toaffift in fettling fome mattets or difference, now exifting in the church.
Agreed, that brethrer. Richard Shackleford, Jeffe- Owens, Jothua Palmer,
John Rowland, =rd Jofeph Camp, attend, and make report ut our next
aflociation.

X1X. On motion, by the Bethlehem church, the fubjef for the next
years Circular letter, be ¢¢what is the proper conncetion between civil govern-
ment, and the government of the church, as eftablibed by the authority and
laws of Chrift?” Which was agrced to; and brother James Fowler is re-
Quefted to preparec it.

XX. The money wes cqlle‘lccl for printing the minutes, and brother
.W lcnppomred to fupcrmtenql their prmﬁng, ard digribute them as ufual.
On
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On motion, agreed, that our next affociation be held in \Iewbcrry diftri&,
on Buth River, Cole’s meeting-houfe; to begin the fecond Saturday in Aaguf,

1801.  Brother Davies Collins to preach the introduftory fermon; and in_
cafe of failure, brother David Lilly. Concluded with cxhoruncn and prayer,
by brother Benjamin Mofeley.
. .
STATE or tnx CHURCHES.

The minifter’s names are in capitals; Licenfed preachers in Itatics; Churches diftinguifh-

ed with an afterdk {*) we had ne-accoant from, their numbers Band as they did the laft
year; Paitors and Meils ‘ngers 1o whofe naracs an obelifk (1) is aflixed, were abfent; a

dath ( ) derotes a vecancy. :
NEERNHRE:
: MR LLHE
- Rl Qikilq) =
. Cuaurcuis.  NaNES OF THE DELIGATES | '
¢ JOSEPH CAMP, J. Cham- |
Buffalo, Jein, ] 1 56
e ’WHV WILLIAMS, Tobias |
Tvger-River, iBngP ‘, ‘o 36 . Gs
Green-River, —remy Jacenias Waldropc ol | e 44
Bills Creek, 5;:,;,,1,‘ hn  Dalton, Stmper . 4
o JOHN CANT REL, John :
Buck Creck, Bankflon, ® 1 5 1§ 191
‘ ABRAHAM HARGESS,
~ Head of LEnoree, WiIiLLIAM KING, john A
Tubb, Johu Spark, 6lie] 18] i3] 1] 241
Sinds R R, HnMa!lqurc! Charles ‘ - ,
Sandy Rum,. Boftie, Wiiliem Wilson, 3] 1 2 te
Fuir Forell ALEXAGDER M‘DOU-
air rorelt, GAL, Chaftzpher Joh.lton, 4} @ 51
JO IN PUTMAN,t SPEN-| v
Padget's Creek, CER BORO, Mathan Lang- '
flon, 161 1] ¢ 85
Moun:aia Creek, N, C. i&‘fgg:‘t" Morgan,t Matthew A 62
Bigr Creek, Mofes Holland, Hezekia Rice, | 3] 51 2 41 1] 108
Ferk Shoal [ ==, Jvuatkan Duwecs, Jefle
TR dhoal, Yord, D-ury Hoige, il 1} 5 3 47
. . , Win. Lauchefier, Jor. .
Cudar Spring, Barnert, i1 49
U per Dunean’s Creek, { III(.)?(} \{9\ PALMLR, Jofcph oJd e s o 4] 8
P (=, William Gaflon, Wm.
acolet, {Smi(h. el g] 1 1 38
Lower Duncan’s Creck, Jeils Owens, 39
RICH. SHACKLEFORD, ..
Bethel, l()ii\' ROWLAND, Jo- ‘ .
ieph Wood:-ouf. Eocd of 51 =2 |.t] 9} 163
. AMLSI )\VLE + LEnoch
S..'l”dy Rlvcr’ 1]‘ Iw: H'd9 ' R’ 4 ! 69
Buh River, "JOILIN COL F,t D. Mafon, | o J 1} 106
' ! Coarnied ovor. - Zoanle -t iﬂmo



o

it s Hem Tt B

w«@-ﬁm Vo gty et =y

oy A L T,
. b s et

TRy

————

Mg

o] AP B A,

M — 0 SR ¥ e R

i
g
!
¥
,
i
;
)

RS

a Reng Creek,

| MM o iiolm md%k. Joba

| e - _
CuurcHES. Nms or THe DzucAns
. MURPHY, EL-
Scws,  §NATHAN DAV, Natha-
| i'sﬂdc; LEMONS, Jobn

Middle Fork Salods, | Hinden, Archibild Eflont,
Little River, TMNCS:&} fmeB

 Eoeree, {Iunc Joba Clarke,
%:3, Cmek? Dtiel Putman, -
Cloud’s Creek, - = Thomas Deleeck, Catlet
Thenezer, Jumes ) -

Concord, oy Balis Earle, Wm. Bixd,

=

Litfle nxmw KING, J. Bi
WM ¥ K ng R ‘}
Brofh ka, ' - ROB!RT CAR H. M‘Cu,

M Creek, s-, EXTINCT.
Bailing Spei ;m& BURGES, Wn.
Red Batk, -—u-, Wuhanlntdq an:y

Hopes W, n,' Yk M‘Fadden, .
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" CIRCULAR LETTER
The Betner Association of BAPTIST CHURCHES,

met 25 Bethlehem Meeting-Houfe, in Spartanburgh Diftrict,
South-Carolina, Auguft g, and coqtinuc_d to the 1sth, 1800.

To the GHURCHES in Union with this Affociation, fendeth
‘ .+ GreeTing: S
DEARLY BELOVED mumm-:u,_

I

ACCORDING to your regneft, at our laft mecting, we now addresyor -
" on the fubjed of family devotion ; which we do, priscipally, in the words -
' of alate learned and pious authore: = . Wi . ,
* To form a juft idea of the fublime pleafures, and real sdvantiges of de-
votion, we muft have been accuflomed to its facred detieg. ~Sé trinfcend-
~ ent are the joys of piety ; and fo important the moral influnce of its pub-
lic and private offices, that experience will far furpafs the mof} agimsased de-
fcription,  Itis, however, poffible to give fome account of -the natare;. the
pleafures, and effe@s of true devotion; and Yo fhow how mach ‘they lofe,
who negledt private and family prayer;.and °* have not God in all theic
thoughts.” That there are too many, who scver approach thewlesr of
God ; too many.who prattically fay, * what profic thall we 3ave, if w4
pray unto him,” is 2 mofkdifcouraging truch. The public offices of dewd~ -
tion are relu@antly obferved : und thofe of a private’ and domeflic aatare
are ftill more negleéted. - 3 ' . ST
The feparation of one day from feven, and its confecration tp God and
 religion, have'received the approbation of the wifeft and beflof mep.. Uns
believers have - pronounced 1t an excelient political regulation and upos
this principle, they have appeared as-advocates for a {ufpenfion of laboar -
on the Lord’s day. They have even contributed to the fupport of public
worthip, from a conviction that fociety derived many adviniages from the
joint and religions intercourfe of its members Chriftians have acted from
fuperior motives: they have turned ahde from their labours and pleafures, -
and have chearfully fubmitted to reHgious duties, becaufe they conceived
fych on intermiffion of wordly concerns to be the will of God; and becaufe -
humanity to the lower creation requires fuch 3 portion of time for the reani-
mation of their fpirits. Inflaenced by thefe confiderations they have vifited
the houfe of Godp, and encompafed his alter, in that facred feafon, which
has taken place of the Jewith {abbath. . : S o
But the Lord’s'day is‘not the only day for the offices of -piety, nor the
church the only place in which they are to be performed. , Our places of
retiremeat, and our families, fhould be witneffes of our devotion; and it
fhould be our conflant pradtice, to fhew forth the loving-kindnefs .of Gond
in the morning ; and his faithfulnefs every night. Pralm xcii, .&‘Q‘.}d varie
The example of the ;:!‘alnil inculeates this leffon ; L e f
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¥ The lmn;; kindne(s of God, every morning; and his faichfulnefs,
every nightd’ 2= gnatigs of- cxpérience As ofien as we rife from our
p.“ow s, we m we proper 'y reflel, view ourfelves obje@ts of his pre-

erving carpaMad bonuments of his geodnefs. It is God who hath made

us lie down in {afety. Duringthe defencelels hours of the night his father-
ly arm was under our heads, and'his providence cur protc&xon. It was he,
whe gave fleep to our eye<, and caufed our flumbers to be grateful and re-
frething. It was God who preferved onr habitation from defliuction, and
our fouls from death. His ever watchfal eye .was wpon us; and his Al-
miginty arm defended us from every dccident, to which our perfons, ard
our {ubfiance were expofed. T hefc are truths, againft which no reajorable
objcition can be urged. The do&trine of a particular Providence, includes
all the fats, which we have here flated. _They are a juft inference from
thofe words of the apoiile, ¢ in him we hvc, move, and have our being.”

Hence the confidcace exprefled by good men, in the prefence of God,
during the night feafon, and the {prciai prote@tion 2fforded to his creatares,
in the hours of repofe. The Plalmift fays, ¢ I will lay me down in peace,
and fieep ; fer thow, Lord, only makeft me to dwell in fafery.” Aoam, « ]
laid me down, and flept; I awaked for%he Lord fuftained me.”  And ad-
dreffing him{elf vo Job, Zophar affures him, ¢ thou fhail lie down, and none
fhall make thee afraid.” Mercies, with which we are familiar, {ctdom lead
our thoughts to' their glorious Author. The conftant fiream of Divine
goodnefs flows on unobferved. Hence the neceflity of reminding vs, that
the faivation pf every ‘ucceflive night ic the work of our hc“venly Father.
"The providence of God is as (:Prtamly exercifed overus, when reclining on
our pillow, and compofcd to reft, as in, the moft perilous fituation.  And that
our fleep has not terminated in death, is to be afcribed, no lefs in one cafe,
than the other, to his infinite benevolence.  The loving kindnefs of God is
therefore new upon us every morning; and the firfR beam of light, that
mect our eyes, fhoald remind us of him, who is the Farther of lights; and
from whom cometh every temporal and fpiritual blefling.

Bot the approaching fhades of night are notlefs inftru&ive than the fplen-
dor of anew day.: If the morning fuggefis to us the loving kindnefs of the
Lord; we are reminded of his faithfulnefs every might.  As often as we re-
tire to ret, we may view ourfelves as monumeats of his guardian care and
prote®ion. His wifdom has guided us amid innumerable dangers; his arm
has ~cfcued us from deftruétion ; his bounty ha: fupplied car wants. Under
the gyardianthip of our Heavenly Father, we have purfued onriawful bufi-
nefs; and his goodnefs hus blefied the labor of our hands. In our going
aut, and coming in, we have experienced his faithfulnei.

He has continged to us our reafon;  and upheld us in its exercife.  Our
¢2bie has been l}»rud with his ftore ; our cup has been replenifhed by hi: muni-
ficence; and his invifible, but unremitted energy, has coufed our garments
to be i grateful coyering, and our food to be effectual to our fubfiftance. That
we are alive. whea the day is gone; that we have our friends about us;
thnt we are inc ompaﬁcd by our Chidren md fervants; that we have a prof-
peft of refting trom our l2bours, and yaining new fpirits againft the re-
turn of our accuftoricd dutics, are bhllings, which muft be reterred to the
God of Ieaven. Decaufe we do stor difcern the hand which beflows them;
weare to fuppofe they flow from aninfirior fource?

We proceed, thercfore, to confider our indifpenfable obhgatmns to render
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to Ged our devonted homage, at thefe particuiar fezfons. The plalmig Rows
it1s a grod thing to cclebrate the bivine praces, when fo manv circuturan-
ces concur. o rumind us of his gocdneis. la the o ning we thould zp-
pro:ch the God of Heaven with revercnce and pratnede, _acknowledping
his loving kindnefs, and profefing our earneit defire te retain a fenie of his
mercy through the ccurfe f the day. Unfeignedly fhould we th .nk him
tor preferving our lives from the cvil which walketh iv darknefs, and for the
renovation of our firength and fpirits in the morning. The ackrawledg-
ment of our obligations to God, fhould be accompanied with the coufeton
of our unworthinefs of his favors: And our devotions thould :incivde tie
moft ferwent prayer, that we may live anfwerable to the benefits wlich we
have received; and our obligations to that mfinitely benevolent Beirg, who
has conferred them uronus.  Our prefervauion fiom every falfe way ; fuc-
cefs in cur lawful undertakings, the {upply of wants,ard a blefing on thoic
with whom we are particularly vonnetted, arc proper fubje€ls of prayer.

When we afk thefe mercies, and make our acknowiedgments for thofe
already conferred, we 2& in charaller, as dependent beings.  Religion
teaches us to begin the day with thefe expreflions of unfeigned gratitude,
and with thefe Lumble fupplications. Social acts of devotien, and particu-
Larly thofe in which 2 family can eagage. are inculcated in the words before
us.  In every houfe, where the Divine autherity of the Chriftun religion is
admitted, morning and evening prayer, and praties, fhouiii be offered.—
This was the conftant practice of the pnmxme Chriftiing, and it moft &
prove itfclf to the judgment of all, wiio confider how much ftrefs is laid on
de: urion by our blef‘”cd Saviour. Asmaa is a fovial being, focial worfhip is
accummodated to the prirciples of the human mmd ard 1t is moreover iub-
fervent .o his p!c:u.v-c and improvemeni. -

Family worthip has, thercfore, unaniwerabie arpumcnts in #s favor.
But as this duty has fallen into too general a neglect, €. coldaefs, in the
performance thereof, it may be our duty to attempt a few arguients to
imprefs vour minds on the fubjeét.  lt is incumbent on every man io promote
the beft intereil of thofe, whom God has committed to his care.  liis obli-

cation to feed, cleth, and proceé them is never called m queftion.  But
cquaUy l.ln‘]llL“hOﬁﬂO]V muft be h:s obligations to cultivate their worals, and
attempt to 4orm them to wifdom and virtue.

Now the offices of devotion, regalarly perfermed, in any family, are
highly fubfervient to thefe putpofes. 'I'hey tend to confism thole fentimenss
of piety, and to revive thofe impreflions of the Deity, which otherwifc
would be effaced by the bufinels 2iad pleafures of life.  Eutpraver at fiated
feafons will not fuffer the mind to be abiolutely inattentive o its glarious
Author. It \ull bring his charater daily into view. It will force thole
wilo unite in it, to rccollc& that there 1s 2 God.  And as fur 35 the recollec-
tion will operate us a moral reftraint, it wil fhow the impunancc of this
religious duty.

If, ther, domeftic order be a blefiing 5 if 2 perfon prcﬁu ae ever a family
would have his childven dutiful, and the inferior mewbers of "1k houfe-hotd
obedient 3 it he would have the {mall community ¢f wi.ih he has the

cmrr-c, a credit to hm, he will not fail to conduzt }.u ¢opaagnts to the
throue of God. Itis wa~ the influence of the werld vy over-vale and
defeat the inlluence of devotion.  But it is not leds tiue, o Gt -ndency

of fuzh a praitice as we are recommending, Ls ths ruxgm_t. Logiorument,
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and family hzppenels of al! who engage in it. Furtder ii i« not snrcaonabie
to foppofe, that the umted prayers of a chriffian farily ray be temied
with a ipecial biefing. The effcacy of prayer, to procure the favors
dcfir: & 1s 4 dodiine of the Gofpel. ¢ Ak and yz fhall receive,” 3s the
language of our Savicur. Asd 1t is the ebfervation of an irfpired zpotle,
¢« y¢ have nut, becanic yeafk not.”” The immediate €Sca: y concurs, there-
fc:, with its moral tendency, to enforce this particular office of piety.

la‘lh,. bretaren, you will obferve, many p:oteiior: of the Gefpel, whofe
couniels are good, and whof2 exampie as generally favosable to victue, are

ct2icnt in that watchfalnefs which beccmes the charalter and flation of 2

pareas.  They prefcribe good reles, but do rot fee them carried into cas-
cution. They fet ax amiabiz example, but do not examine into its meral
cffc@s. In plain Janguoage, they do not enquire what manner of perfons
they are, on whom their inflruttions have been defiowed ; do mot corcern
themielves to know what virtues «key have acquired, or what habits t'n'y
have contraied ; do not afcertain the impos :2at [aint, whetber commenda-
tion 1 to be given, or reftraints impofed. Negligent in an  arcicle of fuch
womest, they are p2.toer: in the gauilt, and wil} e partakers of the dif-
grace of thoic who become vicions taréugh their ncgl«.& In confirmation
of this we may appeal to the declaration of God himfel?. rcfpc&mg an
ancient piielt. It was his anhapinefs to have children who diigraced them-
drlves, their pareats and rc.;gion. by the meft immeral p.aliccs. Confides-
ing the enormity of their condu®, it might ha-e beep expefled that they
would have been removed from an office, which they haa dugnced and the
cal of a religious mimftér would have overcone the affe@ion of the parent.
But {o fzr fromit. ke only faid, ¢« Why do ye fuch things " For I hear of
your evil dciag by all this people. <* Nay, 1y fons, for it is not a good re-
port thas I hear; ye make the Lord’s people 0 t1..afgrefs.”” A reprcofiom-
adequate to the occafion excited the difpleafurc of God. Accordingly Sam-
uel was commiflionzd tojthe too indulgeat parcut, in the following train;
«« Jwiil perform againft Eli, all the things that I have fpv‘Lcn concerning his °
houfe ; when I begm I will 2lfo make ag ead. For 1 have told him that [
wil! judge his houle for ever. for the incquity which he kaoweth; beczuic
s {ons gade themlelves vile, and he reftrained them not.”

Thefe featiments, derived from tl-e word of God,-and founded in princi-
- ples of the highedl truth and reafon, we recommend to your ferious confider-
atien. O! Lec them bavea goserning infiucrce on the temper of your
hearts, and ou the conduét o' your lives.  “I'zat your fouls may be rifing 0
God, in the fublime cxercifes of devotion; and that your families may be
formed into regular worthiping afturebliz:, inwhich tae facrifice of prayer
and thank{giving, may be offered up evei, morr.x.g and every cveniag, in
fpiritand in truth, to the God of your fat.zticn, in the name aad through the
mediation of eur Lord Jefus Chrit. 'I'hu: .~ay you fupport the principles
and fpirit of thescligion of Chrift on earth, and be prepared at lait to join
the worfhiping aflembly in heaveon, in thofe unceafing llalelujahs with
which they furround the throne of God ard of the Lamb,

W remain, |
Beloved Prethren,
Yours aftectionately, in Gofpci bonds,

RICHARD SITACKLE I‘ORD MuoDESATOR, i
WILLIAM LA\ILAN ER, Crerk.



