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THE FLOWERS COLLECTION

MINUTES

OF Tk

Bethel Baptist Association,

MRT AT
' New-Hope Meeting” House,
" SPARTANBURGH DISTRICT, (8. C.)

ON SATURDAY, GCTOBER ith, 1806, AND CONTINUED
UNTIL THE TUESDAY EVENING FOLLOWING.

A
51 ROTHER Heary King, who had been appointed to vreach
“#ghe introduttory fermen, not appearing, it wa. delivered by Biother
*Bamucl Marth, from Romans v. 19.
2. Letters from forty-five churchies were read, :nd the names of their
meffengers enrolled.
3. Chofc Brother Shackelford, moderator, and Brother Eccles, clerk.
4. Appointed the modewmtor, clerk, and Briethrea Rooker, M¢Creary,
and Samucl Marfh, a committee to arrange the bufinefs ol the affociation.
5. The affociation by a committee of all the mimitering brethren
prefent, appointed fix minifters ty prameh on the Sabbath.  Adjourned
"ull Monday morning 9 o’clock.

6. The Sabbath, as ufual, was employed in public worthip, fix fer.
mons bemg delivered to a numerous congregation, in two divifions, at a
convenient diftance from each other, and we hope the word was attended
with fome good cffeét.

MOUNDAY, O8ober 6¢h, met according 10 adjournment.

7. ‘The minittering brethren prefent, who were not meflengers, were
wvited, both of our own and other denomenations, to take a feat with us,

8. Six churches petitioned far admiffion into our umon, viz: Tinker
Creck church 8 Union diftn@, conitituted of members from Farrforeit
and Padget’s churches in Auguit laft ; Unity chypeh, conthituted the
28th of Junelaft ; thefe people were formerly fcvmt)*’)‘sptiﬂs. but up-
on the selinquithment of their former peculiantics, af@d now declired in
ordepby the committee appointed laft year to vitit them; Seekwell, cone
ftivgged the 194 of July laft, of members from the Enoree church
isdmont, conftituted the 24th of March ift, of members from the

Catawba church ; Sardis, conftituted the 14th of June laft, of niembers
. from Cloud’s creek ; and Fairfield church, conftituted the Gth day of



(e uasd)
dapranitic: o all of whom, upon {atisfaction betng obtaned of their
* and v, were cordially received.

Revetved from the Georga affociation s letter and minutes for laft
vear, by then mieflengers, Lrethren Mercer and Rhodes 5 from the Sa-
vopta atfociation, & letta and minates, by therr mcﬂ'cngcn, hrethren
Johitan and 1) vis g fion the Saluda affociation, a letter and minutes,
Yoy the hand of thoiemetienc, hoother Holhw L Thefe brethren were all
cordaally recened. We alfo received a letter and nounutes from the Neuofe
; locmtion 3 o lctter and munutes fron the Charlefton aflfociation ; min-
utes from the Hephzibah affocation, a-d a letter and minutes from
Broad inver affodat.on,

10, Quury t-=~n Buth river. Tt conqiftent with the law of God, or
‘te gotpel of Jetus Chrtt, for a member in fellowthip, to purchafe lot-
teov tichets T Ntwe cdmthe negatne,

.o trom Cloud s oreek. 1o it agrecable to the Scriptures for
amant pu n away luswefe fos the cante of adultery, and marry another ¢
Anfwered i the ne ratng,

12, Sooond an froin faid church.  What ihall be done wath a
memlbao vwho cfren fllvinto the pl.l(‘ilu of fin, and often makes confef.
o of repertoacc D Antwers We advife that fuch a perfon, if he
bring foath thets e of rope m.mu which the ﬁnptuns reguire, be
reftor Jd ;o af nut, excluded from the § "(mﬂnp of the church.

], (‘l wiv from Ml Creek. What s lmyhcd i that paffage of
for ptare Lames 50 T4, 15, wavn nnlv dpuﬂoh or was it d('fg'n' d fon
e, Anfwes We do ot think it mercly apoftolical, but the
bt e ot db e who feed it thor doty 1o the prefent dav.

I *. A peanted the following Brethn s to wnte to corme fpmldlng af-
bt ; vty brcther Rnln Marth to the Charlefton, brethern
Roon oot Eode var melfengrer i brother I‘:(Mins to the Geonga,
Pyretin l)c A, llll &€ ul W hult v the i W«ng hrutlwr Rhm‘r-; to
th H- Laothah, “brethren Deloach and S. Marh th mefengrer ;. bhroe
ther Lans o the Saludy, brethren Eddis and Rowlacd our mefle ngrrs;
Liother MeCrery 1o the Sarepta, brethien Bobowid Moosre the m« i
fongrers, ard brother Johnton to the Neute atfociaion. — A djoarn - L all
T RYYA S | IR ERTTITeG h.:]l pafl T ook,

10°F \1) 11, Tth, met u . ording (o arf;‘mm!

15,0 Query from Little Raver chineh,. What s the h’tplur\ work
of 4 deacon?  Anfwer. Foit as a tteward to fupe ‘rintend the tempor-
alitics of “he churel as, A€t G0 J—6. chap. 11, 30, Sccondly to
take a part w the goveranant of the church, MNets 14, 17, 20, 28, 9N,
1 T, A b Which we conccive to confilt in affitting the pattor
whin profeat; and, when abfent, as they may be able, to open confer-
once wind tahe the lead 1 difeipline 5 alfo when fi llow thip thal' be brok-
en between any of the members, and the pcrfmn- requted by the Gofp!l
do not take proper difciplinary pwafures, 1o ro aud thir them up te
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their duty, that fellowthip may be regained, and unity in the churek
be prefened.-—Note. deacons are, we judge, to he underflond by o
ders m the above qmtwm.--.\gl‘tvdj that brother Fcocles make thiy-
the fubjet for the circular letter next year.

16. A Query from Big Stcphens’s Creek, Salem, and Bethany
churches was received ;  the purport of which was  would it not be
more advantageous to thr Redeemer’s kingdom, for the churches be-
longing to the Bethel affociation un the fouth lide of Saluda nver, to
form a {eperate affuciation >’ To which we returned the following ac-
fwer.  We are of opinion that it would be moft to the ad\antagx of
thi; affociation to continue in one bady without a divifion at prefent ;—
But brethren we do not undertake to lord it over you, as you are a

free

Jmﬂ uelt from Hopewcll church, defiring that the aflociation
would give thcm what advice and aflitance they deen neceflary, in or-
der that they may be provided with a catee hifm fuited to the capacities
of children. '\g"ﬂ-d that Brethren Kooker, Coliins, Fant, M«C
and Fecks, be appointed to exammme and brang forward {uch a catechifm .
te our next aflociation, as they may think uiﬁ beit antwer the purpofe.

18. The Litthe River church, at their own requett, are difmiffed to
win the Saluda affosiation.

19. In comphance with a reque ft from Bethel church, Ippomh-d the
tollow ing brethiren a< a committee to look into, and to aﬂiﬁ in endeavor.
myg to remeve a certain difficulty exitting i faid church; namely,
Brethren Lilly, Palmer, Bobu. S. Marth, Deloagh, Holland and I'hi -
ma: Greer; any three of whom thall be a quorum, and report at the
next affocation.

20. The letters to the mrn.{p«mdmg affociations were brougrht for.
ward, read and approved; the circular letter was alfo read and ap prove -d.

21. In compliance with the requeft from Bethel and Buth rives
churches, we agree, that our next affociation be held at the Crofs Road
mecting houfr. Newbury diftnet, (5. C.) brother Eccles to preach the
fermon, in cafe of failure brother Thomas Greer.

22, Collected money for pnntuyg the mmutes, and appumtrd heotha
Lally o fupcnntcnd the bufinefs, but hould his Mate of health, proee
his auendmg toit, we reque it brother Robert Mairfh to tak h« Tiarge

thereof, and bawe them printed und ditnbuted as foanaa o



State of the Churches.

MINISTER® NAMES ARE IN SMALL CAPITALS, LICENSED PREACHLI - iN [TALICS.

. THOSE MARKED THUS ™ WERE NOT DPRESENT.
N
i® Jb|'? !
CHURCHES. MINISTERS AND MESSENGERS. IR ¥
3 £13
NEI
FAIRFOREST, Willis Walker, Robert Bullington, /f-eekiob M<Dugals | 21 1] 9
PADGET'S CREEK, THOMAS GRLER, JuR. THOMAS RAY, HUSEA HULLOMBE.®| 2 391 1
PACKOLET, Ifaac M¢Kiflick, 1faac Going. | 3] ¢
Urren Duncan’s Cusex, i‘;)::r;“l.:l:gbﬂ-o‘r:'. nrvsis Keuiyy Rickard Greemy 1 s 25
Lowss Duncan's Caxsx, HENRY B. ROWLAND,
RICHARD sHACKELFORD, Robert Page, James Allen,| o,
BETHEL, ‘{nm'd Bofemar, Thomas Woodruff. o8l osh
SANDY RIVER, illiam Robinfon, Bryan L. 24! a5l @
BUSH RIVER, Jas. Teague, €F. Croewe, C. Gnriffin, Ab. Tague, 5. core.s 1 1 11
LITTLE RIVER, Kader Gant, John Thuer. ol oy
ENOREE, JACO® XING,® Robert Cates. . il ool e
ROCKEY CREEK, (s.x.) annra Faxa, John James. ol ]
TURKEY CREEK, Robert Elgin, senjavin sorticrrr.® 1 1
CLOUD'S CREEK, THoMas Drioack, Obadiah Johns. 8] 4] st
CATAWBA, No return, their number ftands 2s laft vear. .
SUGAR CREEK, jonn xooxin, Robert Murfb,® Bennet Wood.® T
POPLAR SPRING, Benjamin Neighbours,® Thomas Noeris. | I
CAMBRIDCE, DAVID LILLY,® ROBERT MARSH. AR |
MILL CREEK, Willam Spraggns, James Hill, jun. cmisiy pavis,® ] |
w— . Lirris.Sxsrusn’e.Cedsx, ii:::s’ 8{)‘;:;;&.: ,P 4+ 4 19
PROVIDENCE, ’ Joel Lipfcomby’ sw?ﬁ%:"; T 1
. BATHABARA, HENRY MITT, Johu Sedler. n Q
REDBANK, Jofeph Browa. Y I T
HOPEWELL, SEMUFL Ao CLESy Samuel ﬁf'Crur_r. 9 { ]I :
BRUSHY CREEK, rimis xrorox, Joab Lesgue, 1154 cren.® 2f 12l 10
SALEM, chrg-: Ky, Ja/."pﬁ King.* | 5
BILOAM. Chal’;v:b Fofheo. 1 1
BETHLEHAM, rHom 15 Bosmix, Edward Bome-. Zuoch Underwood. 4 12
LITTLE RIVER, (5. 2.} David Andrews, Samue! ¢ -
HORN'S CREEK, SAMUEL MARSH, Samumi v i1, YOEN LANDRUM.®
BIG STEPHENS'S Cesex,#illi;y What'y, J: hn Subi.az. | 9
PHILADELPHIA, CHRISTOPHAR 20K 108, habjul. .mithe 3} 3
DERBIN'S CREEK, SAMBEL BROW N, THGMAS GGr ¥ iN. 2
LITTLE SANDY RIVERJames Huey, j4cor noz2vnrro.® 3 S
NEW-HOPE, srsncEz soso, Mordacat Chandler. <1 4| 511
GREEN POND, Wilbzm Headricks. 2 4! 511
HEAD CEDAR SHOAL, Spencer Calvert, Jufeph Bamet. 20 1y 1
HOLLY SPRING, yAMEs RiDiNGE T -us Oweun. 3f 8¢ sl
GOOD HOPE, Joufeph Morris. RY 4 1
ANTIOCH, Barkley Martin, John Robiufon. 2 31 5y
UNION, solis piryam, Eliah Wilburn, "Uhory fou Diowning. o
DRY CREEK, A letter. 4 21
S1ON, yous rwrrasn, Edmund Strange. 1 1
BETHANY, exor 5 prrscantax, Drury Adums, L1 I B
STARNS'SCREEK, Reuben Wilks, Frances Wilk-. P N
CALLAHAM S MILL, Norcturs, their number 4a0ds the fame as lait oo, i
PLUMB BRANCH, No retasn, ther sunber fiuids the fane as lafl yeas. ! i
« MOUNTAIN CREEK, wrter 1 buping, John Iedins, B
JOHN S CREEK, No retura, their nuaber fRends the fune as Lot year, {
GILEAD, HuGH moors, Jub Lrovalll . . 4 !
TINKER CREEK, Overy Howard, Reps Edwards. * :
UNITY, sy vinonre, Witham Tow:iend, ‘ ;
SEEK-WELL, Barber Hacock, Banthdomew Kelley. i i f
PIEDMONT, Valenune Hosfley, Willam Youngilood b ' ;
SARDIS, Shephrd Speacer, Janu E hwards. ; ‘ ;
FAIRFIELD, Beojsnin Owens, ! f ' }
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CIRCULAR LETTER.

1be Bethel Baptist Asseciation cinvened at Newlbape Meching-liouse, Spar-
tanburgh District, October b, 1806, to the Cburches they represemt,

send christian salutation.
BELOI'ED BREUHREN,

I N comnphiance with the appointment of our laft mecting, we now ad.
drefs you npon the expediency and real neceffity of all men, (efpecial-
v profeflim of chnitianity) pun@ually paying their juRt debts. The
givat apoitle Paul, 1 lus letter to the church at Rome, chap. 13. 6, 8,
enjons it as the indifpenfihle duty of profeflors, to * owe no man any
g but to love one another.*’

T contracting of debts and not fuithfully difcharging them, is of-
ten attended with bad contequences..... It lay s ground for fufpicion of
the debtors fdelty and honefty ; cools the affcetions and hardens the
heart of the creditor. We are agam cxhorted by the fame apoftle,
Heb, 10, 1, to s [t bmlbrﬂy love continue.”’  Again, ¢ love work-
eth wo il to his peighbour.”  Agrain, * provide things honeft in the
ligﬁl of all men”  And our adorable redermer recommends it to all
his followers, to ¢ let their hght {o thine, that others beholding thetr
pood works, may glonty God.”  In order then to compl‘y with thole
exhortations and injunctions, we I?uld be vorv cautious of contra@ing
debte without havingr wherewithal 1o difcharge them : The profeffor
acting mcautioully n this matter, will give the enemies of God room
to reprosch the caufe of relyrion, gneve his beethren, and mutt furcly
wound his own foul. By oae perfon not complying with his contrae
1 the dfcharge of a debty, may be a difappomtment to many, and not
oply mjure the fechags of pun&u&l honctt men, but may greatly hurt
thetr propeity : Thenfore, in vrder to avord thofe things, with all their
attendant evils and bad coalequences, and to *¢ owe no man any thing,
but to love une another,” and for the continuation of brotherly love....
ard providirg things honeft in the fight of all men....and to let our light
thene before othens...we would recommend to all with whom we are
cinneeted, to ufe care and induftry, to honeflly provide every necetlary
means, not only to difcharge the'r public and privage debts, to tuppornt
coverument and trade, but the fanilies committed to their care, and to
catortam dtrangers. For our cacosragement in this and every other du-
v, ow all glorous creator and bountiful benefactor has promifed to
 with hold ro good thing from him that walketh upnightly.”  We are
svhorted i the word of God ¢ to b diligent in every good work.” —

Az, to @ maistain road works for neceflary ulew’’——and we ar: fur-
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they nformed, that % the hand of the diligent maketh rich,”
furely a very good and neceflary work to be found i the field or |
with diligence and frugality to procurce thofe temporal meveies

enrich our houfes and purfes, 10 faithfully and confcientioufly difchar,:-
the debts we owe to our families, government asd creditors : Lihowf.
the debt we fo jultly owe to mantain the worthip of (God.  Agesa, u
muft doubtlefs ‘c a very neceffary work, diligently to sttend to the du.
ties of religion, in a public, private and family capacity ; thet our minde
may be enriched with that heavenly and diwine knowlcdge, which will
aflift us in the faithful difcharge of the feverul duties we owe to God
and to our fellow men, in the flations we ave providentially pliced. —
Thus, by attending to thefe ary works, we fhall owe 80 man any
thing, but to love one anather ¢- ad tontinee to maintayn that brother-
ly love, which is fo defirable apong the followers of the adorable Jefus,

and {o very neceflary for the declarstive glory of the viwcomprehenfibly
glorious God.

In the faithful difcharge of the aforementioned reliy; e .. rd relative
dutics, with what tranquility of foul and holy boldnefs, % the hum.
ble follower of the dear Redeemer ot finners, approach the thrune of hs
heavenly fathers ¢, there in a filial frame, to implore his omuipotest
ard, to )rr.ablc hf-:(:perfeverc in halinefs, and that he may add to hin
fath, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, gudlinefs, brotheriv
kinduefs and chanty ; that he may fight the go«ug aght of faith, and
lay hold of cternal life.  Again, Wy ttnétly attendiig to thofe reafor-
able and neceffary duties, with what alacnty does the child of God
meet his brethren and neighbours, aad cajoy the fweets of focial bieff
ings, fo neceffary to conflitute our happistls in this wale of tcars.

But fhould it pleafe God, by an aft of his all-wifc providence, to
affliét any of his profefling people, fo that it is put out of their puw-
er to comply with their contra@ls in due time.....we recommend i to the
creditor, if he be a profeffor, and if in his power (without too great
lofs) to patiently wait with the afli@®ed bruther, as the Lord direct,.
and not be too rigorvus with him ; but fhould the creditor not L. n
in his power to wait the neceflary time with the aflicted debtor ; we o .-

“hort the brethren, if in their pewer, to afift fuch a debtor: or fhouid
the creditor be a non profeffor of the chnttian rebgaon, and 14tt
punctual payment from the poor afliGted debtor, that then the bicthe:
of the afficted afBR him to difcharge his debt.  As it may be the
A God o afi& his children, not ouly for a trial of their faith, but .-
‘o for the tnal of our fympathy and brotherly afic&ion.

Fusarry brethren, we commend you to God, and the pov.oi o1 i
divisg grace, who is able te aflit vou to perform all the duties oL o
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te and to ome another, and give you an inheritance with all the
el in Chrift Jefus....to whom, with the father and boly fpirit be .
| prmfes. Amen.

Ovut 'meeting has been condu@ted, we trut in the fear of Cod, in

meeknefs and brotherly love. We have beva lughly favored, uoder the

ignity of Heaven, with ciemency of weather, and the vifit of our
mini brethren from other afliciations, by whom we have been re-
frefhed, and alfo affifted in our couicil.

RICH&ARD SHACKELFORD, Modracor.
SAMURY. EGCLES, Cierk.
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