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PR Gl RE R
MINUTES, &c.

WEDNESDAY, Ocroszz 13, 1823,

|

) T 1 o'cleck, P. M.

operxd the

Aflocauon oy = difcourfe from Frov. xu1. 28,

In the way of rigitesnfnefs is Ko ; and in the

pathway iberesf, tbere is me deatdb.—By Elder

Arnik Bamis.

2. Chofe a Moderator and Cletk, and at-

tended {olemn Prayei.

3. The Letters from the Churches were

read, and the following lift of Meflengers taken,

N, B. Ordaioed Miniiters” names are printed ia
Jealhiz:. Charches marked thus [*) have no fettled Alia-
iers. From Chorches matked thus (1) we had no ac-

ooants,

Cbarches, Meflengers.

Leyden, Afa H:bbard.
Benjamin Baker,
Jared Crandel,
John Hunat.

®Veraan, < Jenjah Thayer,

Leverote Eljab Montague,

and Stlas Perry,

Montagre. | Lacius Gann,

IL Levi Goodenough.
1k Guilford, | Jabez Franklin,
| Benjamin ¥raaklin,

/

0"/

|
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Charcbes. lfgl}r;er:.

“ [ Edmwnd Eittlefield,
3. Colnain. {1 5oi™d e
aD: Martin Ellis,
Richmond. Oliver Hix.
Somerfet. (1)
Jnathan Hantly,
Dummerfton. { Abiel Fither,
Samuel Wakefizld.
Lewis Allen,
Wilmurth Redway.
Abner Bemis,
David Allen,
Hakfax, < Samuel Wood,
Ifaiah Smith,
Jofeph ‘Tucher.
N. Fane Nchemiah Fither,
and Berjamin Cole,
*Marlboro'. James Charter.
. Bewjain Backland,
4th. Guilford. { Noah Shepherdfon,

Rufus Freeman,

. Jofeph Purrington
af. Colnin, Joha Call, giom

*Patuey.

Jothca Totmau.
Lew: Hodge,
J C'mﬂopber Ballock
| Jacob Eiey,
" Fames Wheeler,
Chalemont. 4 ;fgilaltnﬂ'atmcll
| Z-nas -\Mood
*Rorv»!fton €A% Nurfe,
and Af: Bowker,
Winchendon. ltaac Narerofs,
( Sarrael King,
Werdell. Siumnuel Ofgood,
Foxwell ‘Thomas,

*Guilford {Bcri.nh Wiiiis,

Warwick.

United Jacob Stoddard,
ChuICho

Matthe v Pullen. 13
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Cbarcbes. Meffengers.
Dana. <1
Simeon Jacobs, .
*Royslton, Ebenezer Bailoc
John Davis. '
Lamech Blandia,
*Brookhin, Alexander Crofier,
Levi Wifwall, N 1l 72 | 73450
e { Natbhawel Boaoles, ;
Fiawillam.  { wiiam Hitk, |2 of ¢ | 3550
$Swanzey Enoch Stowel, i
and Padick Lawrence,
Wiachefter. Arad Hag.rk
Stephen Barker,
*Heath, Vemea Gleafoa.

" The two laft Chuarches were added
the prefent Seflion.
N. B. The nomber of Charlemont [ |

Charch was flated wrong in our laft
Minutes.

- > &

T, 32338 3
Adjourned tili to-morrow moraning, 8 o'-
elock—Preaching at fundry places in the even-

e Tnurspay, O&ober 13.

Met according to adjourmmnent, and opened
Meeting by Prayer.

4. The Circular Letter, prepared by Elder
Levi Hobek, and the Correfponding Letter,
prepared by Elder JonaTnan HunTLEY, were
read and referred to a Committee.

5. Received Meflengers, and Letters, from
fifter Aflociations. The Meflengers on re-

queft ook feat with uz.
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6. Meflengers to fiter Afociations, are as
follows :—To the Shafifbury, Brother Lewis
Allen, and Brother Benjamin Cole—To the
Woodttack, Elder Afa Hebbard, Elder Jon-
athan Huntley, and Brother Chriftopher Bui-
Jock—To the Vermont, Brethren Matthew
Beanet, Samuel Wakefield, and Silas Perry—
To the Warren, Elder Jacob Whipple, and
Deacon Samuel Ofgood—To the Sturbridge,
Elder Samuel King, and Elder Levi Hodge.

7. The Circylar Letter, for next year, to be
prepared by Brother Jfaiah Smith, and the
Correlponding Letter, by Elder Samuel King.

8. Elder Afa Hebbard, to fuperintend print-
ing the Minutes, and forward them to the
Churches.

9. The next Meeting of the Affociation, to
be holden at Dummerfton, on the 2d Wed-
nelday in O&ober next, at 1 o’clock, P. M.
Elder Afa Hebbard, to preach the introduéto-
1y Sermon, or, in cafe of failure, Elder Ed-
mund Littlefield.

10. Query, from Putney Church. Suppofe
a Brother to have frequently gone contrary to
the rule of the Gofpel, by intoxication with
ftrong drink, or, violating the truth, and fre-
quently fays, « I confels my faul,” yet fhill
perfifts in his tranfgreflions :—W ould :t not be
Golpel-wife, to lufpend travel with him, till he
evidence his repentance, by forfaking the prac-
tice. Anfwered in the affirmative. .,

11. The Committee on the Circular, and

‘Correfponding Letters, reported that they had
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laid afide the Circular,and mad= a new draughe ;
and amended the Correfponding. Thofe Let-
ters thus prefented, were accepted.
The bufinefs of the Affociation clofed with
a Sermon by Elder William Grow, from Jonw,
V. 39. Search the feriptures : for in them ye think
Je bave eternal life ; and they are they which tefhi-
Jy of me.
Harmony and decorum was feen through
the whole performance.
Subfcrintions by private Brethren, for print-
tng the Minutes :
Jofiah Moor, Hin/dale, 25 Cemts.
John Pullen, Gailferd, 19
Another Brother. 13

Circular Letter.

Berovip BRETHREN,

IT is written, thou fhale worfhip the
Lord thy God, and him only fhalt thou ferve.
T his obligation is laid in the eternal fitnefs of
the righteouinefs of God, and the reafons for
our compliance is opened to us in divine reve-
lation, conipicuous and delighttul. For while
we have right thoughts of God, we conclude
he has laid the plan of his operations in infinite
wifdomn ; he will perform his counfel, and do
all his pleafure. Hence God’s promifes are




s

fure and certain, and all the benevolent may
participate of pleafure in contemplating the
wif{dom of God, in direQing unerring, all his
divine operations. We have the fureft evidence
of the equality of God’s ‘ways, in the eftab-
lithed moral government of -his kingdom—
glorious in the difplays of his grace. Therefore
let us be inftru@ed in the fyftem of divine
truth, and yield obedience to the law of faith,
and we fhall grow in grace, and in th2 knowl-
edge of our Lord : for while we have the Bi-
ble to read, given in plainnefs of fpeech, we
may read and underftand, and be eafily in-
ftructed what foundation the Church refts up-
on. For if the New Teftament has any mean-
ing in its teftimony, the Church belongs to
Chnift, by price and purchafe, by promife and
by conqueft ; and nothing fhall be able to
pluck her out of his hand. Therefore, all
thofe that point out any other foundation for
the Church, are miftaken what belongs :0
thofe that name the name of Chrift ; for they
are to Jabor to gain evidence that they belong
to Chrift, that they reft on the fure foundatien.
And let the lives we live in the flefh, be by the
faith, in the Son of God ; and let us not be
foon fhaken in mind, nor moved away from
the hope of the Gofpel, for in due feafon we
fhall reap, if we faint not.
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Correlponding Letter.

The Lzypex AssociaTiox, to the CorrESPONDING.
ASSOCIATIONS —feadeth Carifian. Leve,

BiLovep IN THE Lorbp,

HE Father of all mercies;. and:
God of grace and coniolation, haih kept us in.
the hollew of his hand through the many chang-
ing fcenes of life, and permitted us to welcome:
the return of our Anniverfary interview.

Dear Brethren, let us bring into view the
holy religion we profefs, which is compre-
hended in love to God and man, with its.
falutary influence upon the hearts and lives of
all, who not only profefs, but really poffefs it..
Now we would obferve, that notwithftanding
the chriftian religion is {o excellent, fo divine,.
yet its divine author has informed us, that in
the world, his followers fhall have tribulations,
the truth of which the faithful followers of the
meek and lowly Jefus, have experienced in
every age of the Church. Thofe whu have
go..c before, have through much tribulation.
entered into the kingdom. May we be follow-
ers of the fame faith and patience.

The Church, in different ages, have been
affailed in differenc ways, and from different
quarters. At the prefent day, the eneimy feems
to have rallied all nis force, and 1s coming ia

ANNErES——— . . — e — e ..--.‘._..“_....
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upon the Church with a flood of errors and
wickednefs. Beloved Brethren, what muft we
do. Anfwer—be inftant in prayer ; in fuch a
time the prophet Micah, vii. 7. would look
unto the Lord ; and our Saviour, exhorts us
to pray that w: enter not into temptation :
L et us ftand bold witnefies for God, and con-
tend earneftly for the faith, once delivered to
the faints. Let us keep up Gofpel difcipline in
our churches ; and let us fee that we preach,
and fellowthip nothing but found evangelical
truth. We believe, if the foul ravifhing love
of Chrift, poffeflfed the hearts of his profefled
followers, and thereby Rimulating us all to
render unfeigned obedience to his divine com-
mands, that Zior would furely fhine bright as
the fun, fair as the moon, and terrible as an
army with banners. Then fhould we behold
Satan’s kingdom fall, and may Chrift’s peace-
able kingdom be fet up in cur hearts, and all
miftaken fouls, be brought to know and love
the truth as it is in Jefus. We have good ti-
dings from fome of our Churches. The Lord
reigns ; and fome additions are made to Zion
the year paft. God is on his way—our prefent
Meeting is attended with fome tokens of his
divine favor. We with to continue our cor-
-efpondence -with you.—Brethren, receive th's
friendly letter, as a token of our unfeigned love.
Farewell,

In behalf of the AssocraTion—
ASA HEBBARD—Moderator.

Attet—SAMUEL KING—Cierk.




