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MINUTES,

KioN2sDAY, September 30.

&,

5 AT two o'clock brother Blood preachedl from 1 John i i, 28.

. Chofe brother Wells moderasor and brother Leonazd fcn‘bc.

a. Read the Jettcrs from the Churches, and made the foﬂowtng

minutes.

N. B. Names of ordained Minifters in §maLs C.urrALs ; Minifters
-with this mark'#* not prefent.

’utton,

Leicefter,

M'ﬁ.on 9

z» Woodtack,
2. WoodRack,

South-Brimficld,

Belchertown,
- Styrbndyge,

SaMqurL Watirs,
Mofes Putnam,
Rufus Bacon,
Cakb Torrey.
PeETER ROGERS,
Samuel Green,
James Sprague,
David Livermore,
David Parker,
Jacob Bond.

Jamrs B(,omzx,
Daniel Bacon, jun,
Abijalh Lamb,
David Batcs,
Rcbert Fitts,

BisLr LepovyT,
Samuel Crawford,
Penuel Corbin,
Samuel Crawford, jun,
Amos WELLs,
Robert Baxter,
Henry Wells,
Jeremiah Wieatom.
ErLiyan CopIng,
Johin Munger,

*JrrFMIAN HAsKrtLe

Zexas Y. LroNARD,
Henry Filke,

Johu Phillips,
St¢phen Hatkcll
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2. Adhford %*Joun RATHBUN, |
. ' Stephea Chapmar,
Wiliam Snell, jub, 1
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Wilkiam Palmer,
David Corbiy, 1
Iphrayn Hayward.
skutefbury, Josrru SMALLIDGE, c 101 ol T ¥
: Ebenezer Lyfcom. ‘
Wiltsaham, STEPHEN SHEPHARD, 34013101}
: o ifracl Bennett, s
‘Nathan Knowltos,
Aaran Chapin, ¢
Bcla Bennett.
Hardwick, EBENEZER BurT, ofrlolel:ss
: Scth’ Willia, .
. Benjamin Rider.
‘Thomp{on,’ Parson Croszy, s o]z
v * ¢ - "Thomas Day,
ames Brown,
Afa;Jacobs,
Jofeph Town, jur. |
1. W. Springfield, Jsse WiGHTmAN, olofo}o]
' .+ _+*Daniel Munger. * - 4
2. W. Sp,nngﬁe]d,TnguAs Rawnp, 3]ojo}lo|4e
-+ - Jofeph Howard. - '
Wellfield, " AZARIAH FPANKS. . 47
' . Be#jamin Haftings. -
Ponifret, - - JaMEs Grow, - 1 {36
o © Jeremiah Fieldy '
Patdon Kinglley.
Enfield, GEORGE ATWELT, 74
-on David Pearte, E 4 '
Aiyel Poale.
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N. B. The tfree {afl Qburch:3 were added this yedr. A |
4 Adjourned ti] to-morrow morning nine o'clock.  Brother Whitman

preached in the eveniag fromn Mainh Ixiii. 1. o

- * - O

Tuvrsnary Ofober t.
Met according to adjoumnment. :

3. With heart-felt fatisfaction, we reccive our bfethren fyom Correy
ponding Afluciations, viz : SAMUEL ABBOT, from the #arrn ; minutes
frgm the Lgden; and NatTuanNier Cout, {rom the Stonington.

2. Voted to fend ofir Minutcs to the Woodfock, Shaftfbury, and Sara.
togn Affceiations, to wpen 1 correfpend- oge with them in the cxchange
ar Msnutes.
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a. The Eircular Jeiter, prepared by brother Watess, and the earreho
ponding by brother Leonard, were:e.ad and accepted. ‘

4. Query from the fecond Church in Woodftock, ¢ Is baptifim a door
iuto the vifible Chureh ' Voted to poftpone an anfwer until the next
Affociation, that there might be opportunity for further confideration
uwpon the fubject. = - L '

" 5. The committee, appointed by e Aflodiation laft year to enquire
into the ftate of the furft Church in Wilbraham, reported, ¢ there was not
the vifibility of a Chaurch there,”” Votedto accept the” report, and drop
them from our Minutes. ‘ ' ' :

6. Chofe brethren Waters and Rand meflengers to the Warren Affo-
eiation ;—brethren Elenezer Lyfcom and Rand to the Leyden ;—bres
thren Hanks and Wightman, to the Stonington ;—brethren Whitman,
Rand, Hanks, Atwell and Shephard, to the Danbury, ‘

7. Chofe brother Rand to write the circular letter, and brother Atwell

thz correfponding, for the next year.

8. Votedto recommend to the Churthes compofing this Afleciation,
a contribution in April next for miffionary purgofes. Chofe brethren
Leonard, Waters, Wells, Crofby and Rand, a committég to re¢eive moa
nieg contributed, and to lay them out as they may thx;x_k proper.

9. Chofe brethren Waters, Ledoyt and Leonard 3 committee to vifit
and enquire into the (tate and pradtice of Seuth-Brimfield Church, relative
to open communion, and report to the Affociation next year.

1o0. Vuted that our Affociation meet next year at Leicefter, on the

iatt Wedneiday of September, at two o'clock P. M. Dbrother Atwell t«
preach the introductory fermon, in cafe of the failurc of brother Burt.

11. Voted that brether Watesrs fuperintend the printing of the minutes.

12. Voted to recommend to the Churches to meet on the firft Tue{day of
every quarter, beginning with the firt Tuefday of O&eber 1807, for the

purpofe of uniting in folemn prayer to the throne of grace, for bleffings
i’ Zicn arnd a ruined world. - Coe

e

LY N et oLt . '

CIRCULAR LETTER.

Fhe STURRRIDCE AssoC1ATION, fo the feveral Cuycnss which we reprofenty
" avifbeth grace, merey and peace to bg multiplied among gous
" Draniy BeLovep BreTery; o "

WE find it difficult, npoe this oceafion, to addrefs you npon any thing
new, as former circular {etters have embriaced aimoft every fubjelt—

But fince our Lord has enjeined npon alt his creatures, the great duty of
Lowsi pormit us to 2ddrefs von on 2is {abjedt.—He, whp demands ouw
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highs® afeftion, Lath implanted {nus this nobl2 pafiion, which ought to
be difplayed on God fupremely, aud infpire us with the love of His works
and ways, as it renders the ereature ca sible of glorifying God and enjoy-
ing Divine ceniviation, and of filliug his days with ufefulnefs on carth.~—
Bat alas ! we find mankind deftitut= of thefe excellent virtues—They
are oppofed to God and his caufe in 24is wor/d, and confequently so their
gwa happinefs and falvation, haters of God and one anothur.

“Thus you fee this noble paflion is yfed in a bad caufe.—In order, there.
fare, to love God fupremely, and to love what is lovely, and hate what s
hateful, there muft be a Divine work wroughtt in us by the fpirit of God,
regulating the diforderednefs of our affetion.—The love of Geod is firft
manifelt to the foul, in effedting this great work ; hence, we love him, be-
caufe ne firft loved us, ‘ T

But, Prethren, how fhall we marifeft pur love, in the view of & wicked
world, to the praife of His Grace, but in keeping his commande ¢ In fo
dolirg, we difcover to the world, that, of a truth, God has our higheft af-
fetion, May we now call to view fome of the requirernents of the Head
of the Church.  Firft, let your light {o fhine before men, that, they, fee-
ing your good works, may glorify your Father which is in Heaven. To
whichend, let us hold up the light of revelation by peecept and examiple—
and live and behave ourfelves like thofe who maintain 2 folemn fenfe of
their aceountability to God the Judge of aill.—Secondly, Let us attend
to His requirements as it refpe@s our duty in His-church ; to walk inall
the comimaunds and erdinances of Chrift blamelefs, and in a word,keep tha
ordinacces as they were delivered. In fo doing, we place the crown up-
‘et FIs head and ackxowlcgeHim King in Zion. ‘

_Brethren, Wie do uot fee how we can manife® ourloveto God, in the
.yiew of Chriftians, but p .kccami up a goipel difcipline.” May wefaith-
ully cxecute the Taves ¢f *g houfe.

If2 Brother bie evertaken In a fault, let us deal with him in the fpiig -
of the gofpel, not report it.abrgad, but reftore him if poffible. Never-
thelefs, lct us withdraw ourfelves from évery Brother, who contisueth to
walk difordcerly.

The Apoitles rule, in maintaining a viflbility, is equality, that is, that
each Brother do according to what ge ‘poflefleth—~The obfervance of this
rile will have the greatsft tendency to prevent covetoulnefs, which ought
rever to be indulged in a Church.~—Finally, Brethren, the objet of goi-
pel difcipline is Ged's glory, the confajation of the Church, and the con-
verficnof finnersto the faith ef the gofpel.~1f we know thefe things,

- happyare weii we ‘do them. 'Let love be-witbout diflimulation, and may
the God of peace blefs you all with a zeal to promote his caufe ia this world,

‘and with etérnal felicity hereafter———AMEN. -

N. B. Our mecting has been attended with a remarkable union and
truly we caf fay we have received forne of the clufters of the Heavenly
Cinon.  Under the inflinence of -the Divine Spirit, we canfay, it fsgood for

“us to be herp—Nevartliciefs, may the great Head of the Church
bluis us all, in tho way of duty, lgt our locad fityation be what it
piay~—Brethren, may we wmeniher the words of our Lerd,—By this ffall

- oll membno i that yo are viy Divirke  f e kaw love ong to anuther. '
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W5s STURBRIDGE A5SOCIATION, #9 thve otbi= ASSOCIATIONS in corveBomd.nes
Sirdeth chriftias falwtasion.

Dear BrETHREN,

WITH joy we welcoma the retura of another opportunity to inform
you of our ftedfaftneis in the eaufe of truth, and veneration for evan-
gelicreligion. While we often hearinfidelity boldly afferting that the ime is
not far diftant, when enthufiafm: will be extirpated fromthe earth and the
bible 8nk into gereral contempt, we are ferioully urged toenquire relative
to the future profpefte of the church. In this inquiry we muf look both
to the w;d of God and the events of Providence for informaticn.~The
ancient prophecies, which allude to the goipel difpenafation, generally refer

-¢ither to what 0ok place at the beginning, or what wil! take place atthe
ter end of this difpenfation.—Thofe which refer to the beginning are
&ll accomplifhed—thole only which relate to the latter end remain toc be
fulfilled.—In attending to thefe we find that Godhas a great and glorious
work Ict to perform in the world..~Tlie glorious things fpoken of in th=
eityof God arebut in a fmall d-gree accqm{pliﬂncd.—-—A variety
of figurative and hicroglyphic language is ufed in feripture to
portray the triumphant power of the gofpel, and the wonderful
profperity of Zion in the lat days.—~How is the inference of
evangelic gracé compared to a broad river, wherein no hoftile galley fhalt
evet unfurl its crimfon fleg, rolling in its falutiferous tide, immortal peace
for miilions that are ready to perith ! Howisit declared that this influ.
énce, whichmeliorates the nidft Rubbornheart, like the taming of the moft
ferocious animal, {hall hecome general through the earth ! Of courfe none
will have occafion to fay to bis brother, ¢ know the Lord.” How is it,
alfo afferted that the fpirit of war fhall be banifhed from the mations of
the carth and return no more?~~Thafe predictions have received their ful<
’ltdcnt but in part.~-But we rejoice that they are rapidly rolling into ef-
/e at the prefens period.~—They will be completely accomplithed in
God’s own time.--With ineffable delight we can tell the Zion of God,
that. Jefus reigns.-—Brethren, let us make 2 folemn paufe, and furvey the
profpe@s before us.~We are not now called to traverfe the fanguinary
. plains of perfecution, where the enemies ofgodlinefs riot on the biood of
&art‘rn.—-—No! We are invitedtogize on the trophies of the crofs, gnd
hold the wonders Gad is perforraing—Is not the latter dayglory of
the Church commencing >~Do nct the heavens impart the dews of li?e to
many weary linds ~Does not the miffionary fpirit, like lightning, per-
vade the fouls of millions, and evangslic heralds move, with winged fpeed,
through diflerent quarters of the globe >-—~God will fulfil his promife in
which he faith,~# I will work and none thall let it.”—As well may thé
enemies of truth attempt to blct outthe fun, as td ciroumferibe the light of
falvation, when Goad fhall bid it thine.—Brethren, let us take frefh cours
.agt to march on the pilgrims way, until we fhall all come to thofe
bleft manfions, where we ihall fee Jefus in full-orbed fplendor, and fid
%gd forrow fhall reign no more forever. |

In ddkaif of the Afuciation,

AMOS WELLS, Maderator.
FENAS L. LEONARD, 82 ife.



