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MINUTES. Ce.

WEDXESDAY, Septermder 26, 151C.

1. AT 10 o’clock A. M. a fermon was delivered by
brother Ebenezer Burt, from Jeremiah 1. 45. ¢ Surcly tic leag
of the flock fball draww them out.”” After which was a centribu-
tion for the widows of minifters deceafed.

2. Chofe brother Samuel Waters, Moderator, and brother
Zenas L. Leonard, Scribe. .

3. Read the letters from the Churches, and took the fcl-
lowing minutes.

N.B. The names of ordained miniftersare in sMALe
CAP1TALS. Licenfed preachers in Italics. Churches from
whom we received no information are diftinguifhed by this:
mark.{  Minifters not prefent by an aferig.* Vacant
Churches with a dafh.

1 12 [ "k ‘SJ': 't“{:: "b' 3
Churcbes. Elders S5 M:[Jengers. %: ? 2 R '§_
Surton, SAMUEL WaATERS, . B N I
Mofes Putnam, 7 ! 3=

Selomon Marble,
Jonah Goulding, E#
Nathaniel Whitmore,
Stephen Bartlett,
I{aac Dwiunel.
Lewefter, PETER ROGERS, 23] of o] c] 75
Samue! Denny,
James Sprague,
David Parker, {
Same:] Britton. | ] P




{ourcoes.

Charltor;,

1t Woodftock, *Birr LepeyT.
zd Woodftock, Amos WirLs,

S. Brimfield, -
Belcazrtown,

Starbridge,

T2d Afhford,
;d Afkford,

Shutefbury,

VY iUbraham,
Hardwick,

‘i hompfon,

1 W. Springfieid, JessE WiGHTMAN, | 3|

2 W. Springfield, THOMAS Rawp, 3

TWeRfield,
Yomiict,

Y

7 d &
Biders & Mcffengers. :E:
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( ¢4 )

JaMEes Boomez.

Henry Wells,
Auguftus Bolles.
EL1jan Copping, o
John Munger,
Simecon Munger.
Davip PEssg, } z0
Ebenezer Green,
Ebenezer Hanks,
ZexasL. LeOnarp,
Simeon Fitke, |
Jofthua Fifke, f
Silas Fifke. h

Wmn. H. Manning, ’

L

-
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©

Hilliam Palmer, j
Epkraim Howard,
Abraham Holman.
JosEPH SMALLIDGE | 42
Lyicom Brigham,

Joleph Hafkins,

Nahum Wedge.

ALVIN BENNETT, 3
Ezekiel Terry.
EBENEZER BurT, |64
Dawid Bates,

Elifha Sturtevant,
Henry Higgins.

James Brown,
Silas Smith,
Jofeph Town,

Parson Crosny, il ’

Daniel Munger.

William Strong. & ’

JaMes Grow, | s
Artemas Bruce. |
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SHENE
Churches.  Elders & Mefengers. | 1T | 2| & | &
Enfield and W SR I =
Longmeadow, GEORGE ATWELL,| 4] 2} o ©° | 116
Simeon.Alden.
Kilhngly, CaLvix Coorer, | 7| 2| 3 o) 113
Jona. Harrington, U
Oliver Bowen. ‘
Tolland,, *Asa NiLks, I1]30] ©} o 34
Aaron Chapmas, .
Jeduthan Cobb, l |
Ichabod Hinckley. | |
1t Stafford, ol 1| o] o] s40-
' : Amos Burrows,
Joel Fuller.
ad Stafford, SamuEeL Bross, 34
Abifha Wafhburn. %

Total, 292 61 9 11 206

N. B. Tbe lag shyrch <vas added this year.

4.. Adjourned till-9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Preacki-
ing-in-the evening ia various parts of the town,
)0 050 00 I
THURSDAY, Septcmber- 27, 5810..
Met.according to-adjournment.

5. Received Minutes and Meflengers from our fifter A ffo-
ciations,viz : brethren Grafton, Andrews, Read, Bently and
Paul, from the #arren ; brethren Palmerand Cole, from the
Stonington ; brother S. King from the Leyden ; brethren Bab-
eock and Wightman from the Danbury.

6. Read and approved the- Circular letter preparcd Ly
brother Leonard, and the Correfponding by brother Wight-
man, o

" 7. Appointed Meflengers to Correfponding Aflociations:
To the Warren, brethren Blofs and Crofby. To the Stoning-
ton,.brethren Palmer and Cooper. To the Leyden, brethren:

A 2
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Bates, Smallidge and Bart. To the Danbury, brethre: Pal-
mer, Blofs and Peafe. To the Shaftfbury, brother Peale.

8. Appointed brother Crofby tdPwrite the Circular Letter
for ncxt year ; and brother Blofs the ‘Correfponding.

9. Voted, that agreeable to the requeft of the 1ft and 2d
Churches of Weft-Springfield, and alfo the Church at Weft-
field, they be difmiffed from this Affogiation, in order to
join 2 new Aflociation which is in eontemplation to be form-
ed in their vicinity, in cafe it-hould be formed. Agpomtcd
‘brethren Wells, Leonard, Atwcll,l’eafc and Bennett a CoNle
mittec to meet with the brethren in confcrcncc at Weftfield,
on the lat Wednefday in Augu& 1811, to inquire into the
expediency ef forming this propofcd Aflociation.

1o. Votéd to recommend to the individual brethren of
" this vicinity to form a Mliﬁonary Society.

71. Voted, that our Afloeiation next year meet at Killingly
on the laft Wednefday of September, at 5o o’clock A. M.
Brother Waters to preach -the fermon ; in cafe of failure
drother Blofs.

33. Voted, that brother Waters fupcnntcad the pnntmg
and diftribution of the Minutes.

13. Voted to continue the concert of prayer on the firft
Tuellays of O&ober, January, April'and July.

. NoTE. Wkereas & manby the game of ELIYAH lj’fl&
LIAMS, mosw refding in Sutton, ba: travelled iﬂ'é’*ﬁr'cr: parts
of 3¢ souniry, under the charafier of a preacher ; this isy there-
Jurey 20 certifyy that it can be proved that ke is an aéandamd

<Laradlery nowiiving in adultgq.




CIRCULAR LETTER.
T4 MINISTERS and MESSENGERS of thr STUR-
BRIDGE ASSOCIATION, t0¢4 feveral CHURCHES

they reprefens, fend Chrifiom [alstation.
DEAR BRETHREN,

PERMIT us for a few moments ¢S addrefs you cn the e«
acffity, the value and the excellency of the Scriptures of truth.
- A flight furvey of the charater and condition of man will
eonvince every refleGting mind of the indifpenfible neceffity of
divine revelation. As in the mafs of creaturethip all man-
kind are on a level, and no one man, or fet of men,is born te
sule and govcrn theref ; fo on the moral feale, all are found
@1 3 level, and no one man, or felect number of men, is bernm
with ability and wifdom fufficient to guide others inthe way
to heavenly blifs. Ail are dead in trefpafies and fins, and
there is none that docth good, nonot one. By nature man-
kind are ignorant of the charater of God, and alfo.of them.
felves. Who then of Adam’s ruined progeny is found able to
guide either himfelf, or others in the way of falvation ? More-
over the charaer of God could be revealed only by himfelf.
Neither angels nor men were capable of doing this. There.
foreit was neceflary that a revelation of God, of eternal realie
ties, and of man’s deftination, thould be produced by more
than mortal agency. Then it was the day-fla; arofe in the
¢aft on our bemghtcd world. Jefus, the Mediator of the new
novcnant, was brought forth te inftru®, and ordained to rulc.
'I‘lus wondcrfu’z Counfcllor poﬂ'etfcd, without meafure, the
fpirit of wifdom, of counfcl and might. He is inne light of the
world and the day-fpring from on high. ‘The holy fcriptures
are but the refleited 204 refrated rays of light which pricaa-
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rily fprang fromm Him whe is emphatically called the morning

Star, and Sun of righteoufnefs. No doubt it was Chrift him-
felf who appeared firft to our apoftate anceftors in the garden,
called Adam from the bower, and' bade mercy defcend as-omn
the evening Zephyr. . It was his fpirit which. dictated cvery
part of divine revelation. ¢ Prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man, but holy men of God fpake as they were

moved by the Holy Ghoft.”” ‘That part of truth which the

prophets were infpired to write in fosmer times; and alfo-that
which the Apoftles were mfpu'ed to write in later times, all

correfpond with what Jefus delivered mpgrfon, whue he {aber-

nacled here in flefh. All muft and-does harmoniz:, becaufe it

was diftated by the Lord of hofis, the God of etemal truth, |

‘who changes not. :
In revelation are delincated the chara&cr of God, and cne

éhara&cr of man. Here the way of peace. and .pardon. to.

dying n:cn is perfpicuoully made known:  Here isfolved thas
great point, how God can be jult, and yet juftify. the repent-
ing finner. The fcriptures are a light to. the_behegcr-s,fcet,
and a.lamp. to his path. - ‘They coaftitate one fircam of that
river, which makes glad the city. of our God. - They are.an

~ uncontaminated fountain of truth.in every age,” Emor may-

aflame what guife it pleafes, and transform -itfelf into. ten
thoufand i{bapes, yet the word of God is able to dete . it:
Here is inftru@ion forevery creature, let his character,orcon-
dition be what it may.- But it is the humble foul, who des
Kghts to hear this infiruion, and cheerfully yields obedience
te the truth, Here he difcovers a golden mine of immenfe
value.. The more it is explored the more its worth is known,
He receives grace for grace, and he: is never- deceived with
eounterfeits. Indeed, here unnumbered bleflings flow to
ruined men. Here is food for the hungry; water, wine and
milk for the thirfty ; white raiment for.the naked ; halfam for
the wounded ; balm for the fick ; and an cternal carminative:
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for fouls who are pained with fin, in every age and every clime,
Whofoever will, is invited to come and partake without
moncy and without price.

‘In this holy book, the humble believer finds the glorious
promifes of his bleffed Redeemer fet in fair order, like the trec
of life on either fide of the cryftal river, feen by the infpired
Jahn, in his heavenly vfiion. They are like apples of gold im
Pictures of filver. In the midf of poverty, they afford to his
foul durableriches in righteoufnefs; and indeed they afford
joy in adverfity, health in ficknefs, confolation in forrow, and

life in death. By the aid of thefe promifes, his foi? rifes as om -

eagles’ wings, and through faith furveys the glories of the
unfeen world.

In the fcriptures, chus bas marked out for }na people 2
humble bleffed way. The path of dpty ig made plain be-
fore them. The ward and fpirit, if followed, will guide intg
all neceffary truth, Let ug then, beloved brethren, fearch.

the fcriptures diligently for inftrnction, and wherever they

point aut the way, thither let usbend our gourfe. Fearlefs of.
the world’s defpifing, lct us endeavor to follow t.hc-_L_a_mh‘

whitherfocver he goeth. While 3ﬂ'€mblies, and councils, {y-
pods and cqndavés feek to impofe their ditums ard their
creeds on the world of mankind, let us regard them, in com-
parifon with the fcriptures, as drefs and chaff, while we hear

a voice froin heaven, faying, * Ceafe ye from man; ¢all 2p

man mafter on the earth, for one is your mafter even Chrift.”
To conclude, let us ever keep in mind .the words of the
blefled Redeemer ; « Ye are my friends if ye do whatfoever I
sommand you. If ye continue in my word, then are ye my

difciples indeed.  Be thoy faibinl upto death and I wild
give thee a crewn of life."?




CORRESPONDING LETTER.

Zhe ELDERS and BRETHREN, compofing the STUR-
BRIDGE ASSOCIATION, convezed at SUTTON, the
laft Wednefday in September 1810, to the ASSOCIATIONS
wwith cwbam they correfpond, fend Chriftian falutation.

DEAR BRETHREN,

IT is one of the pecuiiar excellencics of the gofpel to dif-
Play the glorious perfection of Deity.  For though God was
poflefled of all poffible perfe@ion in himfelf antecedent to
Creation—before 2ngels or men were formed—ryet in the for-
mation of angels and men and heaven and earthlr the glory of
bis creating power and wifdom was made manifeft ; the morn-
ing-ftars fang together, and all the fors of God fhouted for
joy. Heré thefe holy intelligents beheld his glory, they were
filled with wonder, rapture and devotion. In the government
of divine providence, new glories were brought to view, wheu
they cried holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty : But in
the wonderful condefcenfion of the Mediator in coming into
our world to obey that law which we had broken, and fuffer
that penaity, we had deferved, God’s glory is brought to view
in its fullnefs. |

 The angels cried, Glory to God in the higheft, and on
earth, peace, good will toward men. Here inflexible
juftice, incompreherfible mercy, inviolable truth and infinite
wifdom were brought to view in their full glory. In the dif-
penfation of divine grace, when he brings the firanger home
and turns the difobedient to the wifdom of the juft, when
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we brings the haughtinefs of man down, and lays his lofti-
nefs low even in the duft, the fame divine end is purfued,
that God in all things may be glorified. The employment of
angels is fubfervient to the fame purpofe,and their fongs tend
to the fame end The Elders are cafting their crowns at his
fect, and giving honor and glory to Him that fits upon the
throne, and to the Lamb forever and ever.

DEasrR BRETHREN,
Let us join with them in this important work in our

affociated capacity. Let us not like the difciples of old
contend who fhall be greateft. But let us unitedly engage in
advancing the glory of the great Creator. Let minifters not

preach themfelves, but Chrift Jefus the Lord, and themfelves
as {ervants for Jefus’ fake. Herein is our heavenly Father glo-

rified in that we bear much fruit. Let us all endeavor to live
foberly, righteoufly and godly in this prefent world. And may
the great Head of the Church that was brought again from
the dead through the blood of the everlafting covenant, make
you perfe& in all things, working in ycu that which is pleaf-
ing in His fight, to whom be glory forever.~AMEN.

BELOVED BRETHREN,

God has favored us with one more agreeable interview.
The wonders God has wrought, by reviving and carrying on
his work in a number of our Churches and Congregations the
year paft, has been pleafing to our ears, and amimating te
our hearts.

SAMUEL WATERS, Moderatsy.
ZENAS L. LEONARD, Sciibe.




