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MINUTE S

Or TNE.

“”STU‘R BRIDGE ASSOCIATION,

| ._Cmvenod at the Baptist Meetxne*house in Hardwxck ou
s WrDNXESDAY SEPTEMBER 30 1813 |

_ 1. At'100 c!och M. a sermen was dehvmed b7 brother
“Joseph Smallidge, from ¢ Timothy iv. 6,7 and 8. &
2. Brother Samuel Waters was chosen Moderator and
cwother Zenas L. Leonard Scride. - |
" 3. Reed the letters from the Chmcneq, and too}x the fols
" lowing IMINULES ——-

.. N.B. The names of mdamed ministers are in sinalk
) capxta’ls, Licenced preachers in 1tahcs. Churches from '
whom we received no information are distinguished by
shis mark ¥ Ministers not present b" an- asteusk & Vas
- cant chuighes by a dash ~

| kB D i‘?é’ b9

Churches.  Elders and N 2 2 8’ B

Messengers. & 8 ] T

Sutton, SAMUEL WATZRS, 7 0 2 4 150
Isaac Dwinnel, | |

Solomon Marble,

. Jonah Goulding,

o Benjamin Clark.

_Leicester. ® PeTxz Rocers, O 0 2 0 76

S James Sprague, | .
David Bryant,
David Parker,

; - Samuel Britten. o

Chalion. James Booxeg, 2 0 0 & 92
Abijah Lamb, |
L.emuel Greene,
Daniel Bacon Jr.

. 1. Wobdstock.*Brevr LEDOIT, 0O 2 0 1 65
John Clark,
' Penuel Corbin. |
2, YWondstock. *Anos WELLs. o 0O O 0 159
S, Biimfieldt #EL1jAm Conpisds | 82



Churehes.

N 'z« o

Elders and
Messengers.

Belcherstown Davrp PEeasr,

Sturbridge.

20 A Shf‘)ldo
3 'Ashford;

Shutesbury.

Wilbraham.

Hardwick.

| Thompsd.';i.'
Pemfret.
- Enfield,
Longmea-

dow and
Wilbraham

Killingly.

Tolland.

3. Staﬁ‘.l'do r -

Reuben Barton,
Ebenezer Green,
Zenas L. Lrovarp,
Samuel Cheerver,
Amasa Adams,

Wni. Johnsons -

Ephraim Hayward,
Abraham Hilman.
Josern SmarripGy,
Lyscom Brigham,

Silas Cook.

ALvIN BENNET,
Eberezer Curtiss,
James Calkins,
Aaron Chapin Jr.
EBENEZER ByrrT,
Nathan Vaughan,
Benjumin Pider,
Eseck Brown,
Moses Winchester.
Pazrson Crossy,
Joseph Town.,
James Grow,
Simeon Allen.
GEORGE ATWELE,
EzexrirL TrrRy,
Elisha Cleaveland,
Timothy'Burr,
‘Theo. Sweatland,
Elijah Biflings.
TCarvin Coorrr,
Edward Bartlet,
Jeremiah Hanington,
Ira West,

Jeduthan Cohb,
Ichahod Hinkley,
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@hurshes. Elders and ;% g t:';__ g; ‘g\
| Messengers. & & 8 ™~
g @ |
2, Staflord.  SaMUEL Bross, O 0 @ 1 88
SPENCER ALDEN, |
Elijah Alden. ‘
Parna, 7] Davip Bares, | | B
Samuel Haskins, o
Nathan Smith, | |
John Peckham, S ——

. Moses Bliss. | 63 9 13 23 195&
3 This ehurch was added this session. N

4. Received Minutes and Messengers from sister A ssoci«
ations, viz : from the Warren, brethren Andiews, Allen,
& Marshal ; from the Stonington, hrother Asa Bebnet
with minutes ; from the Leyden, brother Peckham with
tninutes; from the Danbury, minutes; from the West«
field, brethren Andrews and Rand ; from the Boston,bro-
ther Livermore, o | '

5. Appointed messengers to corresponding Associations.
To the Warren, hrethren Grow, Croshy, Dwinnel and
V¥aughan ; tc the Stonington, brother Asa Bennet ; te
the Leyden, brethren Peckham and Alden; tothe Dan-
bury, hrethren Alden and Bloss ; to the Shaftsbury, bre«
thren Pease and Alden ; to the Boston, brethren Liver-
- more and B, Waters ; to the Westfield,Pease and Bennet.

6. Read and appioved the cireular letter prepared by
‘brother Wells, and the corresponding by brother Bennet,
they being previously inspected by a committee.

7. Voted that brother Bloss write the circular letter for
‘the next year, and brother Atwell the corresponding.

' 8. Voted that ourAssociation meet next year at Thomp-
son on the last wednesday in Sept. at 10 o’clock A. M.
Brother Grow to preach the introductory sermon ; in case
of failure, brother Burt,

9. Voted that brotherTerry superintend the printing and
distribution of the minutes.

10. Chose brethren Waters, Leonard and' Boomer a come
mittee to take into consideration the subject of the incers
poration of religinus societies by special legeslative acts ;
aud examine whether, it be, or be not, consistent with
the gospel of Christ ; and io make report of their opiniow
therowa at the next session of she Association, with



v ! mm4¢mw
view to harmoxﬁze our sentimenis and conceptrate our
srencth.

11. Voted,that while the aw{ul Judqments of Heaven are
bovering over us as anation, bothas it respects foreign
aggression and internal animosities,which most imminente
ly threaten the destruction of our independence, it is the
duty of our churches to meet at stated times for united &
¢elemn prayer to Almighty God to graciously interpose,
pour put his holy Spirit upom us, forgive us our sins and
save us from impending ruin ; and also that the glorious
sospel of peace may preval to the ends of the earth.
Voted that the timé of meeting be on the second Tucse
day. of Qctober 2 o’clock P.M. & thus quarterly a yeare

RN FIIo 2T.

The M;i issionary Society with pleasure achowledqc the

receipt of money from many generous friends of Zion, to
whom we wish the .good will and blessings of him whe
dwelt in the bush.

From the femzle cent society in Sutton, ‘ & 14, 26.
From the maule cent society in Sutton, 10, 68.
Contributed after a sermon befme the Mm. Soci, 7, 33.
From Mr. John Greggs, 1, 00,
¥rom Mr. Joseph Greges, 1, 10.

~ From Mr. Nathaniel Whitmore, 1, 00.
¥rom two female friends, 1, 50
P 36, 87,

A 4 ane p—— apere ot — M . h i o - O - '—"

CIRCULAR LETTER,

The Sturbridge Association, ta the churches we represends
‘ BELOVED BRETHREN,

x "OU know wheie it it is written ; ¢ ali scripture is giv-
en by inspiration of God, and 18 pxoﬁiaole —ani likewise
where it tgsaid ; ¢ it 15 a good thing, that the heart be
established with grace.”’ ‘And as we profess to bclieve
tlie cne, and to have expericnced the other; and as the
establishment of the heart with grace necessarily involves
ati upshaken reliance cnthe word of God ; we would ad-
diess you, at thistime, with a few thoughts on the authe
entielty of the scriptures.

1 0 111;% end we will present yon witha few of the most
eardinal points; exhit ited in dn ine revalation.  Fivst, ¥cr
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«fc-mp!ion by Christ is -one of the main pﬂlows, on wlmeh

ail the rest more or less depend,  This is the principal
subject of the sacred book. This until revealed wasdock=

¢d up in the secrets of the Eternal Mind, hidden from the

scrutiny of either angels or men., And when revealed,

cannot he fully comprehended by any, nor even all creats .

cd existences, The writers, therefore, of the inspired vole
nme, could have no knowledge of this deep and mysteri-
ous subject, but by divine rerelation. And even could,
w€ possibly suppose them to be possessed of ingenuity
sufiicient to form such a plan, the manifest impossibility

of success in the intezpzi;,e would have deterred them

Arom attemptmv to impose upon mankind, a system,
which is in all its parts so palpably Leptgnant to the [eel-
ings, tempers and dispositions of men in a carnal state.
‘The religion taught in the bxble, espeua!v when reduced
to its gospel form has nothing in it plyasing to the taste
of carnal men ; its doctrincs are toospiritual,its morals tog
pure, & its duties require too great a degree of selfilenial
to meet the approbation of their vitiated hearts ; so that
it is not I)O%lb]f‘ to see how divine revelation uould make
Mts way, either in the hands of Moses, or the Prophets &

Apnst!r's of Jesus Christ, but by the interposition of a su- |

jpernatural cause,

- Men destitute of all accompushments essential to impoe
sition and intrigue ; destitute of wealth, pcwer, or popu-
larity ; despised and persecuted both by Jews and Paganps
with all the wealth, wisdom and power of the woild a.
gaim* them, were, to sav the least, very unlihely instrue
ments to carry on suf‘ce“stu‘ y a system of i luposture.

If the scuptmes be priestcraft and wicked imposition,
how strange thatthe veil has never been rent,and the de-
Lision made manifest ! Strange indeced, that the .uo3
viculent enemies of divine revelation have been necésui-
taied to descend to the low arts of chicane, nidicule and
vulgar scurility, without being able to producea sing’e
fair onl inanly argument against its validity ! Wonder-
ful strange, that a few Sheperds and Fishiermen chould
have invented and supported a system, which hailles, and
triumohs over the wisdom of all the leameu world. These
consierztions fovm o sirong presamption, tnat the wise
com which the world never kpew guided the writers of
the sacred volume,

4 veoond thing, which meciis sur aitertion i@ the lapse



A A S e
e S i it e e TR P e

e

»f time, which intervened from the period when the hes
Iy scriptures began to be written, t1ll their completion.
‘The exodus from Egypt was about fourteen hundred nine-.
ty-one years before the advent of Christ. John wrete
his revelation in the ninety-sixth year of the christian ae«
1a ; sothat a space of nearly sixteen hundred years was
taken up in the completion of the sacred volume; yet
those, who went before and they who followed after mani-
festly breathed the same spirit, emhraced the same prome
ises, exhibited the same object as the foundation of hops
for sinpers, and manifested the same meekness, humility
and patience insuffering in the same interesting cause ;
so that in every respect we discover the utmost harmony
amongst them, which could not have been, had they not
been inspired, guided and governed by the unerring spirit
of God. It iscertain there could have been no combina-
tion among the parties. Neither could any thing of a
worldly nature inspire the later writers to pursue the path
of their predecessors ; a path, in which little could be ex-
pected, except pain, sorrow and death, together with the
insults of a gainsaying world.

Thirdly, the wonderful preservation of the sacred ora-
eles through the revolutions of time, amid the revolutions
of uations and in opposition to the most maligpant and
rancorous hatred of the world is a stiong, and mefmgable
proof of their divine origin,

Fourthly, the necessity of such a'light asis contained
in the bible connected with the benevolence of Deity isa
strong evidence of the inspiration of the sacred oracles.
In them, and in them only among the various systems of
religion found among mankind, isrevealed to us the sus
preme Deity clothed with majesty, gloryand trancendent
excellence, which is worthy the Creator of all things,
Here his jastice, mercy and every other perfection shine
with a splendor, that dazzles the eyes of angels and men,
and while they declare himto he the Creator of the world,
they teach us to helieve it governed by his agrncy, and
that the present state, and.-final destinaticn of all men are
at his disposal.

Fifthly. The doctrine of the hible applies with the
most exact propriety to the state of the human mind in all
generations, whicl: could not bs without divine inspiras
tion ; for notwithstanding time has produced great and
fmporient changes in lapguage, @manners, haisiw aad ex:
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‘ternal practices of men, the radical depravity of keart -
scribed in the bible still cleaves to them through every
age, and is as real and manifest among the most polite na-

tions as among the most savage ard barbarous hords. All
are equally opposed to the knowledge, love and service of
God. Could any thing but divine wisdom have formed
a mirror, which would have so exactly exhibited to view
the deceitful heart of man in all its wily windings?

The excellence of the sacred oracles is manifest in that
they propose a remedy adequate to the dreadful evil,
which they reveal,

Permit us to exhort you,dear bretht en,to aceept thls pre-
eious bihle as one of the most excellert gifts of Heaven,
take it as the man of your counsel, a lamp to your feet and
follow its sacred dictates, it will then be your unfailing
guide to HEAVEN,

CORRESPONDING LETTER.

The Sturbridge Baptist Association, to the Associations
with whom we correspond, Grace be to you and peace
from God our Father and from our Lord Fesus Christ.
BxrLovED BRETHREN. ’
. Having enjoyed another aniversary interview in the
love of the truth; we desire to express to you our grati«
tude to the Great Head of the Church, for his unspeaka-
ble Care towards those who have been redeemed by hig
preuous blood, in conquering and subduing the‘r rehels
ious dispositions, whereby they have been enabled to ex«
ercise faith in hin ; ; and in protecting and defending them
from that destruction, into which satan and wicked men
have been and still are expecting to see them fall,

We rejoice in a firm belief, that the care and goten-
ment of Zion rests secure upon the shoulder of Emanuel,
sa that the inhabitant thereof may well c1v out and shout
for great is the holy one of Israel in the midst of her; ami
net all the evil designs of wicked men, nor all the mahc«
jous endevours of infernal spirits combined shall ever be
adble to extinguish the gloriouslight of divine truth, since
Jesus lives to plead his own cause.

And while we hear of wars abroad and rumours of war
at bome, we are ot troubled, Lelieving that eur GO D
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: fsao*‘h overrule all things for the dmp]ay of his pe:fectxons,
/ for the fulfilment of his purposes, in the accomnplishment
~ of his eternal plan ; causing all things to work together for
gobd to them that love Gad, to them who are the called accors
ding to his purpese, and not a kair of their heads shall fall
4o the ground without hisnotices

Ina ﬁrm, though humble reliatice upen the soodness of
this divine bem&, we rest assured that afl, which he hath
spoken concerning Zion shall come to pass, to the j Joy and
happmﬂqs of every believer in Christ Jesus. - - :

And in a happy submission to hig reign and governs

- yoent let us, brethren, humbly fall before the throne of

. sovereign grace, and with brokenness of heart and contris
tion of spirit earnestly implore His protecting care, while
“in this wilderness world ; and give him no rest day no¢
night, till he establish dnd make Zion a praise in the
whole earth.

- Our meeting has becn harmonious and pleasing, For
the present standing of our churches, we refer you to our
minutes: hoping that it may please the great Head of
the church to add, more abundantl) , unto their numbers
*ﬁf snc‘h a3 shall be saved.

oA X SAMUI:.L WATERS, Moderator.
e .. AENAS L, LEONA_I}.D Sciile.

K s P 2l RN Sl S PP

- ON Thursday Oct. 1st, after the business of the
Association was completed, by the request of the Baptist
" ehurch in Hardwick, Elders Livermore, Atwell, Terry,
" Bloss-and Alden, and a number of hrethren, satin council
with them for the ordination of their brother Nathan
‘Vaughan to the gosypel mlmstry Fellowship was unani.
- moualy obtained : #nd at 2 o’ciock Eldcr Atwell preached
on the occasion to a crouded and attentive assembly ;
Elder Bloss made the consecrating prayer ; Elder Terry
- gave the charge ; Elder Livermore gave the rizht hand
of fellowship ; and Elder Alden made the (.oncludm,
prayer.

FROM E. TERRY’s PRESS,



