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NINUTES o

Wednesday Septemder ‘79 1815,
1 At 1 0’cioe AL o sovmon was i{\.uvel > by ]:.ul il
s Geow o Lphe fnins dDchoiderand 8 verse
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S Admurnad for three guerters of an Lourt.
£ accerding to adicarient, cnd atier salemn

vraver, proceodo! tovead the letters om the clarchies,
2ud the £ Howin e winaics seor ndn@“

N Do Che nawies of erdiued ministers are printed in

gl capitals ; wnor ’*"”“’1 regchers i in fj(zzovA’s'rzo ojt:ag
churcliesin ,ZL.!' ¢ 3 mnisters nat presene are mt*“ vished
by this mark % ; churches nat heard from by this r ;s and
2acant Churches ifis mmmm——
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Suttcn, SamurL WaTers, 33(0 |2 1 174
Isasc Dwinxer,
Daniel Prtnam,

Escck Brown,
John Burden, |
Sclomon Marble,
Warren Snow,
Moses Putnanie
Leicester, giol2i7 67
Buckley Weters,
David Bryant,
Luke Chase.
Cha:lton,  JamEs DoodMER, 3
Dopicl Bacen,
Rfus Baw'l,
Toh B, Boo'vet,
1 Woodstock, 2.01013]| 64
S mael Crawford,
Tohn Cladk,
2 Woodstock, Grorce Axgrny, 7 1310 {2 | 141
James Wheaton,
Wia. H. Maenine. |
S. Brimfield, *'FLIJAH Covixg, 0i9|01!5] 76
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Churcles.

Belcherstown,
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Ellers and !g: R s
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Claurches. Hlessengers. ol B I e I
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Dana, 311 ]0)2]s51

Nathan Smith,

David Elwell,

Emund Rogers,
‘n‘srews‘mn",f &7 Lutuer GCDDARD 45
Royalsten, [ John Stiles,

-_— 1] | ——-
Total, 99 | 11 |12 ] 42 | 2013
N. B. Thelast chureh was edded this session.
5 Invited Bretaren from sister Assoclations to take a
geat witi tis.
6 Received Fdessengers and Jlinutes from corresponds-
3 Associations as idilOWS, Vi uom the Warren, Eld.

cs Cornel and Ganmel, with minotes Stonington,Broe
ther Webb, withuminuates : Leyden, Elder Montague,and

aninuies ¢ Wesyjield, Elders Cornel and Terry, and min-
utes. Yromthe Dandury and DBoston Associaticns we
had 10 information.

7 Ajpointed Mosseneers to corresponding ;Associata
Jeusas tollows, vz, to the Warren, Elders Blcss, Pease,
and Angel, and Brother Bolles: Stonington, Illders Ceo-
per and Atweil, and Brother Belles: Leyden, Elders
Morntague and Buri: Dandury, Elders Terry, Blost, and
Atwell s Wesifeld, Elders Waters, Bless, Terry and
Goddard : Boston, Elder Goddard and Brother B. Wat.
©1 %

g Rend and approved thic circular letter prcpared by
El\ICL 1084,

9 Apypointed Flder Burt to write the circular letter,
and Brothey Dolies the ¢ OTiCSpH sndineg, for next year.

10 Voicd that the Association mect next year at
Woodstock with the second Baptist cuumh, at tucir meet-
ang ]lGllSL, o the lazt wednesday in S"pfcm‘)ﬂ;, at 10 o’
clock A, M : Elder Aiweil to preach the introductory
sermon, wud in case of ;am.:b, ider Croshy.

11 Voted to pass receiving the report according to the
appointsuent in the tenth artiele last year.

12 Voted Lo continae gaarierly prayer meetings as we
diil Iasi vear.

13 Apr ointed Eier I«my to superintend the puin.

™ ”“-" {5 a4 by ne +h yarvyny 4
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CIRCULAR LETTER.

Fhe Sturbridge baptized Association, to the scveral Churceka
s which they represent, seideth christian salutaticn,

PrrLovED BRETHREN ;

WHEN we tate arctrospective view of the scvera
dcpartments of christendor, discovering thie diversily of
sentiments imbibed aud the diversiiv of practices pursas
ed, weare led anxously to enguire wlhcen the watchmen
of Zion shall sec eye toeye; the lion and the lamb lia
down together and nothing found to huit or destroy
ail the ho'y mount of God? Why do not all rezciierate
persons, who have the volame of truth open hefosc then,
understand its sentiments alike 2 Why are not the prac-
ticesin all christian charches similar, if they all obtain
divection from the same fountain? A combination of
causes have doubtless led to this unpleasant diversity im
sentiment and practice in churches in different ages. Pere
Imit us briefly to comment at this time on one cause W hich
has obtained in christesdom in all the dark azes, and con-
tinucs to obtain to the senaration of rea! friends, viz. that
if a persoen is sincere or honest in his belief concerning ae
ny sentiment or practice he ought to he estcemed right,
although his sentiment or practice does not exactly cor-
1espond with bible truth. The introduction of this idea
into the church has done great injury to the causz ; for ig
forsakes that standard of truth crected by Al.mﬁnt) God,
and substitutes a new ome., It opensa Joodsgate of elmz
and establizshes delusions and saperstitions in the w orshin
of the living God.

The following reasons will show why this sentiment is
estecine:l a root of bitterness in the church.

1st. £t undervalues the Saviour. Ii it bc immaterial
what aperson’q faith embraces as an object, provided he
be honest in its exercise ; then Manomet, Zoroaster cor
Confucius are ohjecis of faith, inthe chaiacter of a Sava
iour, equal in d1 gnity to the Lord Jesus Chkrict. The ale
coran or the lumber of ancient plilosopliers, inmerse (1
in the dephs of paganism, may be as cordially embrace _?
foraxule o life as tie haly Bitle, hianded ws froin abovc.
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the worl ol God, mayas 1‘(»:1!11}' ho embraced and reduc-
cd tovractice Hy tite chercl at the present day, as the
o.dlaaaces of Carlt estadlisiied by himseli.  In tine this
ceror may leada person with an Lgypiian to worship the
quadrupeds of the fcld, with an idclatrous person to bow
Lilorea cursus pradustion of an artist and with the Ab-
orgines ol Auserica to worship a supposed spirit residing
oqa vonder mountain.  Its introduction into the church
in "l""*ﬂ'tive aoeh, cnntu‘;uiui greatly to sivcagthen the
voan o sin, to feed the ¢huviekh into the wildeiness aund
lu‘vlﬁ, aond them m the anvss of supeisiiticn. By this
1!1\" 1\)1} ol {he \1‘11‘&‘(,:.,‘) of Goud’s l‘(‘l"‘:(‘ oS ]‘CLD. JYEIE
iy tornlsher ; in some instun s tndergeinga o :Age, in
others recerving a sabtitudo "lu’ Giten entirely set aside ;
justas the sxa'mcmn" faith oiacar-lidate shoald dic tate.
How zrrﬂuiy doces the scaiiaicni Goiorate frem the chava
acter of that inenacslete Lamb or ¢ ol who alcae by bis
sacriiiee can expiate guilty, who v el L away the
Biil of thewoild!
2d. The idea beforeus encourages iznorance.  1f sincera
ity and rizhitcousness be svacn JauOuu tcrais; ¢ the more
ignorance the move peace : 7 for copscience is roused to
action in proportion to the degree of light which is in the
understanding ; wien that is suficicnt to distinguish
truth {rom evior; consciencee is sure to condemn or ace
qiit as the case may be: therefore with this idea it i
dangereus for a pe:son to come to the light lest his deeds
be foun-l tobe wrouzht in wrighteousness.

- Liu
de It leads divcctly ojpowu to the word of God ; which
izho 'ms us that ¢ Iie will have all men come to the
knowledne of the truth o7« Belicvenotevery spxrlt but
try tac stm 1 SOV }0{!1531‘.'05 whetnet y¢ be in the
faith or not — aain, be not canied away with every
wind ordostrine =i he that knew not Ius master’s
willzad did cosvnil thing worthy of stripes was to be
beaien wii'h few.” To the lawand to the testiciony s
ifthey speal not accoiding to this word it is irecause there
15 110 hy heiithome  Hio e bo fellowshin with the une’
.i‘L“ ful works of davkiuess bt rather reprove theme  The
2hove cited posi250s cftruth dearly evinee the fallacy of
th s seatiment under considomation, and forbid fellowslhip
wiitiabe  Ifa contiomont or piactice czisting in the shwel
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Yave for iiz cupportall theautiority wiich the lin o of
» learned world can afferd, and yot Le inoppesition to iie
wword of Gad, it sheuld Le trampled undcer feot and rejects
ed, as belongin to the cncmy’s kingdem. 1 a pereon
have nota thussaith the Lord, for the siupoit ot his feith
and practice ; he may ran appacenily swifter than many
others fora time, but wiil have a sad acconint to gine
vt the endd of his rwee; he mav say as Ahimacz did
to David, ¢ all is well,)” bat if examiveld; for the rea-
scns of this declaratiin, erbic scnitments and practice,
he wiil be left to declare with shame, that thepe was
@ rcat (uinult hut ke know not the covse,

We would not he unlerstcod, Lrethren, that haresty
is not an cssenttial trait 1 the christian chaacter 5 Lot
let it be observed that the henest christian is searcling
more carncstly for the tiath as it is in Christ Jesus, than
for arxzuments to prove liis present sentinenisto be trne
more carnestly engaged to rectily himseld, than to corre. t
others. It is better, says the wise man, to rele onc’s s;i-
rit than to take a city. If individual christians were {1
possessing correct ideas of faith and practice, and willing
to abide by them ; the church universally would wall
together without any jarrin2 ncte. But s0 long as the a-
beve named error is fostered by any as the davline of the
heart ; and there are any of the intrepid follewers of the
Lamb in the church militant,who 2re determined to cone
tend for thie faith as delivered to the seints, there will,
theie ought to be a division, such errors must be repiove
ed and rcjected,

While you anxiously desire a union of all the churches
of our Lord Jesus Christ ; we presume yocu woull not
sacrifice truth to efiect the ohject. A league, formed on,
the enemy’s zround, would be a league to be Froken, hut
a union formed on the firm basis of the gospel would he
permanent, would be springing up irto everlasting life.
Let us then have our loins girt ahout with truth, our
lamps trimmed, burning, waiting the approach of the Sa-
viour into his garden to view theapices, and to gather
the lilics ; willing to meet him thus in the garb we daiiy
wear. O that we were more like Jesusin heart & practi-c.

Let our fervent prayer be to God that the brightne«s
of his coming among the golden candlesticks may he sich
®s to take away the dross and tin that the purs geid 12ay
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shine in 118 mistine glory : that the chuvehosmay he filed
wiih the chossu race, & have a hapy ervicwen that
pleasant scat at the foot ef the cvoss.  nat we moey he

more and wore refined, further and firther journeyingen
our hcavenly pilzrimege, vetil throurh the partir.zg;‘ sky we
may wing owr way to the haopy abodes 6ftha church tris
wapnant with Jesus in theirmidst to pasticivaie ofa anis
on which can never he broken.

TO CORRESPONDING ASSOCIATEONS. |
Beloved in the Lord : ' "

Cur corresponding letter fuiling, and we not having time
to prepare one while in session, the Clerkwas diiected to pub-
lish the fuilure as accidental ; conceivine that our brethren
of sister Associations will be satisfiec] therewiil: as o sujfic
zent apology.

I i3 cur cordial desire to continne mutual correspsndcice
with you : and may the blessed God the founder of the eter<
nal principles of holiness, be withyou inthe efficient glory of
his sanctifying Spirit the holy Comfortar, that you allmay
be chanzed fiom glovy to glory, and possess unspeakable joy
an the blessed work of the Lord. Huving the principles of
the doctrineof Christ in our souls, his gospel shall be dis~
tnzuished as the power of God unto salvaticn ; and, tne’
through wond:isus grace we behold Lion break forth in eve
ery direction, and the followers of the Lamb exceeding nums
erous like a great munltitude which no man can pumber,
we all shall appear as one becy andone soul.  Qf what sovc«
reign importance it is that we know each other’s affairs, Lift
up the voice, end together sing.  We never can be tos ar«
duously engaged to be understandingly united, and in the
bonds of the gospel firmly established in the great moments
ous conicerns of the kingdom of Christ : then the fierce winds
may howl andrattling storms may beat upon us, and one
grand effzct shall be adecisive prevalence on the heart of
man, that nething formed and marshaled against Zion shall
ever prosper. Boing founded by God in the truth, let us give
our fears to the wind. and be at peace with all men. .Let
1s never render evil for evil, but contrawise blessing : and
if possible by faithfui friendly deeds have our ways so please
the Lovd, as that e shall m: ke even our enemies to be at
peace with us, SAMUEL WATERS, Moderator.

EZEKIEL TERRY, Cleik,




