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MINUTES.

WrnNzspAy, O€T. 2, 1611,

1. AT 1 oclock P. M. agreeably to sppointment,
Elder Wm. Harrington delivered the introductory ser
mon, ftom * aialt xlv. 22— Look unto me and be ye
saved, all the ends of the earth ; for I am God and
-there is none else.” | ‘
2. Elder Green was chosen Moderator, Elder Clark
Kendrick, Clerk.s ‘
3. Read the Lette{rom the Churches, from which

the following list was taken,

N. B. Ordained Minister’s narnes in sMALL cAP1TALS; Licek:
tiates in jtalics ; Vacant Chutches marked thus t; trom those
with ibis mack *, no information this session,

<1 M -
2l 2453 35
AT A A
w £
Cuuncnes. MESSENGERS. 8 g_’ SF
: =1 « *
Salem, Onen WaArreN.~ 4] 2| 31284100
NATHAN Dawa 3 1 48) 0 S0
Hubbardton, ¢ 414 Churchill, | |
S}osum\ You~g, 6| 4 21 7041 00
Brandon, 4 Deac. Merriam, r
&john Congden. 1 f

.. Deac. Ezra Allen, 4 1} 1} 321050
TWhiting, {Deac. J. Munger. | |
: Wwm. HERINTON, Bt 5 1] 141 |1 44
Pittsford {
! John Mott. ’
CLARK KeNDRICK, SI 1) 1 2| 9|1 00
Poultney,  Elijah D. Webster, '
Abner Adams.
Monkton, (saAc SAWYER. | 1] 2} 3] | 601050
+Rupert. Deac. Daniel Waldow. 1| |y 1} 701050
+Newhaven, Lemael Phelps, | . | . | 3 Z 2%75 | ({ 3()
: . S HAYNES, < 2 (4
M-ddlet()“ D, DC'AC. J' me. l ’
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. HENRY Cﬁamnt‘nnm, 10 1] 5510-59
Bl‘ldp(ﬁ!‘ts % Levi Bald win. - ] ‘ ' 1
HENRY GREEN’, | %‘19 21 2147|100
Cornwall, < Thomas M’Neil, a
Ransom Robinson, \
+Bristol, Calvin Eastman, . i
Jh&rlotte E. STARKWEATHER, | IS \
“gaMreEL RewLey, 61 3 14.‘34 00
Granville,

1] 71]0 50

¢ e
e

Cyrus ANDREWS,
Deaa. Jacob Savage, | [

- - ErurarM SAwyeERr, | 51 1 112510 50
Shoreham, dopkins Rowley, | | | | |

’ "rh% Dorset; Deac. Isaae Gray ok R 15| 0 25
20 Dorset, | 135

Irrirer, Pecx, | 41 4] 1] 800 50

O:well, 4 Deac. Nehemiah Royce, 3

(Sime'm Spalding, ‘
‘+tHinesburgh, Stephen Post, 2
R Ly N. Kexpuicx, . 7
Middiebary, % Daniel Laytan,

Jeerry CARPENTER, 1

2] 1 39lo7s

i' | 24 0 43
1} 110

~3
L %]
O
’q

Irs, eac Joseph Tower,
e v, g 7 : 1. 76 ‘
Benaon, (%,4nq,’ P C:Dayery ] } 7610 64
? sideon Carter, )
.‘ - v r v
Punron, § MEED Woon, ‘ 87 |0 50
. { Deac. Siias Poud, 3

The twe list mentioned charches jcined this pession.

4. Referred the Civeelar and Corresponding Letter,
prepared by brother Wood, to Elders Isaac Sawyer,
Warren, and the author, for examination. |

5. Heard the report of the Missionary Direttors, of
which the following is an extract :

“ Your Directors, for missionary concerhs, now re-
port—That they found in the fund D. 103 44 ; that
they empioyed Elder Isaac Sawyer on a mission, in the
north part of the state of Vermont, eight weeks, for
which they paid him 40 dollars; and Elder Abel Weod
eight weeks on the west side of Lake Champlain and
:near the St. Lawrence, for which they paid him 40
dellars : and Elder Henry Chamberlain four weeks, on
the west of Lake Champlain and near the Scroon, for
which they paid him 20 dolhrg The sums paid to the
forcsumg missionaries, make 100 dollars,
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¢« Found a mistake against the treasury of 1 dollar
04 cents, which added to the foregoing sum and de-
ducted from the original sum, leaves a balance in the
treasury of 1 dollar 50 cents. Received in contribution
at the general meetings in Panton and Bridport, 20
dollars 50 cents ; intcrest money due, 36 cents ; eon-
tributions to Sawyer and Wood, 9 dollars ; all which
now make, with the treasurer, 31 dollars 36 cents.

¢ The returns made by the above missionaries were

acceptable to your committec.”
WM. HERENTEN., President.

SAM’L ROWLEY, Secretary.

- 6. Voted to apprcve the doings of the directors.

7. Heard the report of the Nagazine committee ;3
which was—that they had commenced the work, and
issued three numbers ; that it received general en-
couragement beyond their expectations ; and advised
the association to promote and continue the work ;—
which report was approved, and a committee of twdve
were appointed to manage and earry the work into  ¢f-
fect, who are to ‘hold their appointment during the
pleasurt of the association.

The committee are as follow :

Elders Warren, Isaac Sawyer, Green, Herrenton,
‘Haynes, Clark and Nathanie! Kendrick, Rowley, Wood,
‘Starkweather, Dana, and Peck. ;

. 8. Voted, that the aforesaid commlttee, Tikewise, be
our committee for missionary affairs ; and that the
clause in the constitution for their annual aprointmeunt,
be rescinded.

9.. Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.—
The Moderator concluded by prayer.

Preqchmg in the evening in differert neighberhioods,
ila the meeting-house by Elder Matteson.
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THURSDAY Morming, Oct. 4-

10. Met, and opcned with prayer, by Br. Daniel
Tinkbam,

11. Heard the letters from corresponding associations.

From the Warren ;5 Woodstock, minutes
by their messenger Br. John Sprague ; Shaftsbury, min-
utes by Llder Matteson and Br. Wm. Groom ; Leyden,
; Richmond, minutes by Elder Epliraim But-
Jer ; Lissex minutes, Suratoga minutes, by Elders Elisha
P. Langworthy and Ebenezer Harrington ; Otsego, —

12. Appointed messengers to sister associations.—
To the VWarren, the Clerk directed to forwardthe min-
utes ; to the Woodstock, Eiders Nath. Kendrick and
‘Warren 5 to the Shaftebur'), Elders Rowley, Warren,
and Andrews; to the Leyden, Eiders Ball and Car-
penter ; to the Richmond, Elders Epliraim Sawyer and
Wood : to the Essex, Elders Isaac Sawyer, Stark-
weather and Chamberlain ; ‘to the Suratoga, Elders
Herenton, Rowley and Warner ; "to the Oteego, Elders
lienry Chamberlain and Andrews,

13. The Circular and Corresponding Letter wag
read and approved.

¥4. Appointed supplies for the following churches :
1st in Dorset, 3d Sabbath in October, Elder Rowley ;
3d in Nov. Eph Sawyer; 3d in Feb. Br. Tinkham;
Sd in March, Elder \Vood; 3d in April, Clatk Ken-
drick ; 3d in May, Elder Dana ; 3d in June, Elder
Youug ; 3din July, Elder Matteson ; 3d in Aug. El-
der Herrenton’; 8d in Sept. Elder Peck.

Churcb in Hinesburgh, Eph. Sawyver to preach the
3d Sabhath in December ; Henry Chamberlain, 3d in
Januvary ; Elder Wood, 3d in February ; Isaac Sawyer,
5d in May ; Elder (‘reen 34 in June; Elder Stark-
weather, 3d in July leer Peck, 8d in August.

Rup“rt church, Elder ‘Catvin Chamberlam the 2d
Sabbath in Nov, ; Elder Clark Kendrick, 2d in Jan.:;
Jilder Wood, 24 in March ; Br. Tinkham, 2d in May-;
Elder Rowley, 2d in July ; Elder Beal, 1st in Sept,
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15. Whercas it is reporfed and confirmed to us, that
some of our hrethren in the ministry in the Wooedstack
ascociation, have departed from the faith and fallen ‘in-
to heresy, in denying the cternal Godhead of cur lLord
Jesus Christ 3 <vhich is in violation of divine revelation,
and of the faith of this and our associations in general :
Therefore,voted that our Messengersmaiie suchinquirics
of that Association, at their next session, as the nature
of the case demands ; and especially cf the disposition
of the Associdtion on the subject, and report at our next,
. 16. Appointed Elder Youno- to write tae Circular
Letter for next year.

17. Veted, that owr hext fession be holden at the
Baptist mceting house in Monkton, (about 20 wmiles
north of Middlebury) the first Wednesday in October
next, at 10 o’clock ‘A, M. (the Missionary and Maza-
“zine Committee to meet the day preceding, at 16 .
clock A. M) Elder Haynes to preach the “Introductor v
Sermon ; in -case of failure, Elder Nath. Kendrick.

'When the business was ended, a sérmon was deljv-
ered by Br. Eli Ball ; which was succecded by a dis
course frem Elder Young—bc’1 of which were apima-
ting and refreshing to the saints ; who then parted, in
liopes, ere-long, to meet in the great Aesociation e-
‘bove, to part no nyore forever, -Amen.

AN ACCOUNT

Of monies received this session for the Missionary Fund.

From the church in Salem, 83 87 ; Brandon, .3 00; Pittsford,
14 00 ; Newhaven, 0 25; Cornwall, 6 00 ; Bristol,2 67; Share.
Lam, 9 75 3 Hinesburgh, 2 50 ; Pamon 4 00 ; all whicli muke
'$344 04 Private donutions, 4 21 K all which, v.zth the oid bal-
-ance brought over, make now in the trcasury, Sz 9 Ol.

N. B. The mmnb.mcns in Poultney, Middletown and Ira fuil
¢d,by reason of lasses sustuined by the fdood.
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CIRCULAR & CORRESPONDING.
LETTER.

"The Vermont Jdssociation to the Churches and Cor-
respondenls, send salutation.

BELOVED BRETHREN,

. THIS Circular isintended to be a brief refutation
of the idea, that the souls of the deceased wicked will
‘countinue in hell torments till the day of judgment, and
then be anirihilated.*  We conceive this tenet cannot
be t ey for the following reasons: .

’aui to the Romans, ix. 22, observes, what if God,
willug to shew his wrath and make his power known,
endured with much long suffering, the vesselsof wrath
fitted to destruction, &c. But annihiiation would not
be a display but a suspension of power ; and would ap-
pear no greater in destroying ‘the existence of the

reutast -sinnery than in the annihilation of the least.—
Lt should be objected, that the wieked are said to be
fitted to destruction, Rom. ix. 22, and reaping corrup-
tion, Gal. vi. 7, and as dying, Rom. ti. 23,and perish-
ing, John iii. 16, being destroyed, Hos. iii. 9, and burn-
-d up, Mal. iv. 1, 3, which literally implies anmhilation.

Answ. Ttis not the loss of being, but of well being,
whick is spoken ofy as may be seem by turning to the
passages.~—Example. Row. vi, 23. The wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal life. The death of
the wicked is contrasted ‘with the endlews life of the
righteous,and ‘therefore cunnot be annjhilation,

2. That it is not the loss of being but happiness
which is intended by such passages, ‘forther -appcars
from Dan. xii. 2. Many of them that slcep in the dust
‘of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life and

* See Mr. Elias Smith on Cén:'-fi. 17, p 11, 39, 50, and Adarad®
Yiew of Religion, Art. Socinianism, '



kome to shame and everlasting contemnpt. Notice hete;
rhat the shame of the wicked i& to be as lasting as the

life of the rightéous, and so cannot be noa existence.

3. Tn Matt. viii. 11, 12, it is asserted, that many
should sit down in the kingdom, that others should be
cast into outer darkncss—thete shall be weepings and
gnashing of teeth. Sece also, chap. xiii. 42, 50 ; also,

‘xxv. 51, and xxv. 30. How the weeping, &c. of . the
damned is reprezented e running parallel with the joys
of the redeemed.

4. In Rev. xx. 10, John says, the devil that deceiv:
ed them, was cast into the 4ake of fire and brimstone;
where the beast and the false prophet are, and shzil be

~ tormented day 4nd nighty: forever-and ever. This
phraee forcver-did ever; i is mich expressive of eter-
nity s any inthe languugé. *ind $nth.xx. 14, 16;
‘A, 8: . 6, and ii. 11. in fhiebe. passages, .the tor-
‘thents of the damned are titled the second death; and
oppored to the joys of heaven. Rom. vi. 23. And in
chap. xiv. 10, 11, it is said, that the smoke of the tor-
ment asce ndc!h up forever and ever.

That these places refer to the Boal éstates of men, is
evident, not only from their being contrasted with the
Joys of the saints, but also from the expressions, forever
and ever, in this boak always expressive of etcraity.®
Those who have no bemv, caunot be tormented forever
and ever, Wweep, wail, or gnash their teeth.

8. Jtiedeclared in John v. 0, that all who are in the
grave thall come forth § they that bave dowe good to

‘he Tesurrection of hfe, and the} who have done evil to
Ao . resurrection of dampation. It \vill be observed
)2 re, that damnation is to be as lasting ns life. And in

{ark iii. 29, some are said to bé in danger of eternal

iamnation ; and in Matt, xxiii. 844, it is declared of
“some, that thev should receive the greater damiration.
Ifall were to he unnihilated at the day of Judgmeat,

*Rev.iv. 0, 10; v.14; x 6; v. 13 vii. 12; xi. 1§ =xiv. 11
xix. 3; xx m.un a
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thee could be ne eternal damnation of some and gredy
-ter of others § for noneatity could not be rendered the
scmence of. eternai dampation. t

6. In Luke xvi. 25, 26; we find the nch man in tor-
ments after death 3 his. misery contrasted with the j Jjoys
of hedven : ¢ and'now he is comfoxted and thom art
torménted.” Nelther is his state or character to change
—tfor the great gulph fixed between heaven and  helly
{riot to kb wassed) forbids the; idea. Su tl_y this cannot
be annibilation.

70 I Mk i 43 49, s001¢ are rcprewnted as cast
into keliy where the worm dicth not, and the fire is not
quenched Note:=Tere our Lord sand the fire which
i3 to torment the wicked, shail never go out or be Ghen-
~¢hed ; and who will dare contradict him ? If any one
thould bay, the wicked might ¢ome out of hell, or cease
to bejJesus saith, she wornr dieth not. In Job xxv.
6, man i3 especially ealled § worm ; llhe a worm, he
is of the dust and contemptnble. H!S reflections in hell,
{son‘rémember that thou in thy life time hadst thy good
things) like a corrodmg worm. preying upon his_vitals,
will eause exquisite pain. The whole context leads to
" the same idea : He that offends Christ’s little ones, and
will not part with eye, haud or foot, at.the divine call,

- {as the'young.man would nat part with his possessions,

Mait. xix. 22,) is the one that is cast into, hell—:s the
worm that dieth not.

8. The Lord declares; that pumshmenh n the next
Wworld; shall be proportioned to crimes. Rom. i, 6.—
God will render to every man according to his works,
Jer, xvii, 10=-according to the fruit of his doings,.
Cor. v. 10. Those who have greatadvantages . .
misimprove themy it shall'be more tolerable for -the &
omites than for t le.m—-—\Iatt.,x. 15. ‘

According to the sentiment, we oppose some of the
least, -finally impenitent sinners of the first generation
will continue in hell till the day of Judgment, then sud-
denly cease to be ; while the greatest sinner suffers no
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move.  And if he lived near the day of Judgment, He
might not suffer the thousandth part so much as the ' o-
ther. A scheme, so unjust, couid not come-froma ho-
ly God ; For stripes shall be proportioned to <crimes—
guke‘x‘iiA?.. S R
. 9,. Our Lord says, Matt. xxv. 41, 46, These shall go
away into everlasting pudishment; but the righteous
into life eterpal. And we may as well suppose, the e-’
ternal life, of the righte011sfto come to an end, as-the
torments of the wicked ; both -being expressed by a'
yord of the same‘import. EE |
...10. Rev. xx.’11, 12. ‘He that'is unjust; let him - be
unjust still. ~ And behold I come quickly; to give to ev-
ery man, according as his works'shall be. * You will
here notice, that the unjust are td continue filthy as
Tong as the righteous continue-holy: *' Butifthe wicked
should be annihilated, they could not.continne filthy - o¢
‘unjust, for nonenity is not unhcly. o |
11. Paul to Timothy says, theé church -is' ghe  pillar
& ground of the truth 3 and by it the truth is held up &
‘declared. And thesecretofthe Lord is with them that fear
bim—Psdlm xxv.' 14. “If the doetrinc opposed, be irue,
.the church would have known and supported it.  But
by what has been brought to view, we see -the :faith of
.the church is and has been in opposition to it ; there-
fore it cannot be true. Neither do we find but a solita-
1y few who profess to beliéve and advocateit; and
though the Socinians held it, and the Saducees may -be
thought to have held a tenet somewhat like it, as they
.denicd the immortality of the soul ; yet to draw our
‘doctrine, or.improveme . thereof, from such sources,
cannot be considered the most safe and honorable ; for
our Lord says, beware of the doctrine of the Saducees,
Math. xvi. 12, | -
12. This tenet would encourage sinners to live in sin;

for one end of the penalty, or curse, is, to preventcrimes
=Dcut, xi, 28. A curse if ye will 1ot obey.

R I

s un B v e e e - .
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To be annihilated at the day of Judgment would be
very httle, compared with: everlasting pumshmcnt —
The sinner would therefore be more euncourdged by this
sentiment, to live in sin, than what he could be by " the
scripture doctrine of endless migery. - And certainly
the divine justice aud an end worthy of a God, coutci
not be so amply dlsplayed in their dxscontmuance as m
the exeention of eternaljudgment. -

Brethren, let us stand fast in the doctrime of (‘hrxst
and not be imposed upon by the cunmng craftiness of
men who are beguiling unstable souls, aud who lie” in
wait to deceive, . If it. were possible, .they would de:
cieve the very Elect 3 but the , Lord knoweth how - tg
deliver the godly out of temptation, and 6 reserve the
unjust; unto the day of Judgment, to be punished.

Dﬁar brethren, letus contiuue ouy correspondence,
antil we meet in glmy

) o
‘ !."

By order of the ASQOQI&UOD, .

HFI\RY GRFFW Moderator ’
CLAB,& I\LNDRLCK, Clexks



