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MINUTES.

WEDNESDAY, OcT. 5, 1814.
ht. At 10 o’clock, A. M. Elder Nathaniel Ken-
drick preached the introductory Sermon, from 2 Cor.
vi. 23 € Or our brethren being enquired of, they
are the messengers of the Churches, and the glory
of Christ> It was a regular, solemn, and instruc-
tive discourse.

2d. Made choice of Elder Green, Moderator, and
Elder Rowley, Clerk—-then adjourned till one o’clock
P. M.

Met according to adjournment,and opened by pray-
er.

3d. Messengers from corresponding associations
were invited to a seat with us.

4th. The letters from the churches were read. The
following is an account of their messengers, altera-
tions, and present numbers,

N. B. The names of Ordained Ministers are in SMALL OA2-
1TALS ; Licentiates in iralics ; Ministe-s mairked thus?, were
not present ; From Churches marked thust, we had nointorma-
tion this year, and have given their number as wlien last repre-
sented; Vacant Churches are dstinguished by a dash ——.
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Poultney, 2 D’n Wm. Ward, 1] 2% 2} 1] &
.. {(Daniel Mallary, -
v § Fohn Stearnas,
Monkton, {N;than Douglass, 0] 0] 0] 0 48
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Middletown, S1.’~nus Haynes, | 7| 1] 2] 11192
Brd- EL'A STARKWEATA.
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yort, Joel Frost, jr ¢
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Panton, < D’n Juseph Powers, 71 31 0] 2%t 88 50
D’u Squire Ferris,
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23 Cths, 13 Ord. Minh. 4 Licent. | 113 | 41 | 23 | 20 | 1767 |
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important con.. -uyon the
Biect of foreign missiv...., . ..u was read and re-
jred to a committee compoted of Elders Green,
farren, N. Kendrick, and Mears.
* 0th. The Circular and Corresponding Letter, pre-
Byred by Elder N. Kendrick, wes read and referred to
MRders Churchiii, Leland, Barber, and the author for
Jxamination.
: 7th. Adjourned till to-morrow 8 o’clock A. M.
There was preaching this evening in different parts
of the vicinity ; in the meeting house by Elder Brad-
Yey, of Windsor. :

TrursDAY MORNING, OcCT. 6.

Met according to adjournment. Prayer introdue-
tory by brother Barber. |

8th. Appointed brethren Nathaniel and Clark Ken-
drick to examine the queries of certain churches, and
report thereon immediately.

oth. The Circular and Corresponding Letter was
recommended by the committee with some verbal al-
terations, and received by the association. '

10th. From corresponding associations we received
accounts as fellows, viz :

From Warren, no intelligence ; 'Woodstock, min-
utes by their messengers Elders Aaron Leland, Brad-
ley, and Going; Shaftsbury, minutes by their messen-
gers, Elders Warren and Galueha ; Leyden, no infor-
mation ; Fairfield, minutes by Elder Mears and Br.
Joseph W, Sawyer ; Essex, no intelligence ; Sarato-
ge, minutes by Elder Barber ; Black River, no infor-
mation ; Boston, minutes by their messenger, Elder
Luther Rice ; Danville, minutes by their messenger,
Deac. Abial Fisher.

11th. Heard the report of the missionary commit-
tee, of which the following is an extract :
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tour, of whicn ne . +aCtFY. aaﬁ' -
er Starkweather has not made his xetnry,

he has performed his tour.

There were in the treasury, Oct. m13, B lﬁ
Conditionally paid brother Starkweath-

er for 10 weeks, $0 SN
Paid brother Sawyer for 3 weeks labor, 15 @i

Deduct the sums paid, which leave in the
fund, 36 i}
By careful examination found a loss of 8 00
Deduct the loss, and there will remain, §28 1=
Received, Oct, 6, 1814, interest on mon-

ey due, 69

Received this year from churches and in- |
dividuals, 6?7 oo
Total in the treasury, 295 84

We have, this year, appointed brother J. Sawyer
on a mission of seven weeks, on the west side of Lake
Champlain, and to the Scroon : also, appointed brole
er Roswell Mears on a mission of eight weeks, ‘1o the
northern destitute parts of Vermont.

By order of the Society,
WM. HERRINGTON, Presiceut.
SAMUEL ROWLEY, Secretary.
Brandon, Oct. 6, 1814,

12th. Approved the doings of the missionary board:
and do hereby request the churches to continue their
known liberality in contributing to send the gospel a-
mong the destitute.

13th. The former missionary committee being con-
sidered too large, were dismissed.  Then appointed
brethren William Herrington, Henry Green, Samuel’
Rowley, Nathaniel Kendrick, and Isaac Sawyer to be
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» _’Wmmmiuee during the pleasure

y* mton.
F. 3._~!q:ih¢_ committee is to meet at brother Rey-
M's. jo Rupert, on. Tuesday before the first Wed-
eaday in October next, at 6 o’clock P. M.
-« JAth, Whereas, this association did,in 1811, direct
- ,pMir messengers to the Woodstock association, to en-
_ ‘*’e igto the situation of some in that cobnection,
_ d become unsound in the faith respecting the
* sonship of Jesus Christ: in reply, the Woodstock as-
sociation informed this, by their messengers, that they
appoinnted a committee on the subject, and have ap-
proved their doings, of which the following is an ex-
tract: % Your committee apnainted to enquire wheth-
er any of our brethren bave become heterodox in sen-
tinent, beg leave to report, That they have attended
to the business of their appeintment, and that Elders
Jeremiah Higbee and Joel Manning have exhibited to
your committee a statement of their sentiments res-
pecting the sonship ef Jesus Christ. On which it was
voted that we do disapprove of their sentiments ; yet
in view of our agreeable connection with them here-
tofore, and in hope of theis return to soundness in the
faith, voted to postpone the matter until our next as-
sociation.”  Whereupop, this association expressed
full satisfaction in what has been done.
15th. The committee on the subject of foreign mis-
sions reported as follows :—¢ Your committee on the
subject of brother Luther Rice’s letter to the associa-
- tion, and on the formation of a missionary society sux-
iliary to the Baptist Convention of the United States
of America for foreign missions, beg leave to report—
First. That we most cordially recommend to the
association that they appoint some person to answer
brether Luther Rice’s letter, who shall be a standing
secretary for the association, to correspond with the
board of foreign missions.
Second. That the association most fervently use her
endeavours to promote the formation of a mission so-
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ciety auxiliary to the Bupmt connnhon lbﬁv N
to aid in the important business of foreign nriglghit
Signed by order of the committee, . QN
HENRY ‘GREEN; Chdirai
Voted to accept of the report -—mﬂ’m
First, Brother Nathaniel Kendrick ‘was appigiil
to answer said leiter, and correspond with the SN
of foreign missions. - B
Second, A constitution was presented, and § -
sionary society formed, which promises usefulnefilf

the benevolent object of foreign missions. PEn
16th. The committee on the queries made the
lowing report, which was aceepted. R

1. Query from Whiting church.—Would ¥ se
serve to promote union and the truth of the gospel, fof |
the churches to adopt uniform articles and covenant?
If so, we wish the association to examine, and see
they can approve those recommended by the Danville
association.

Ans—We think the articles of faith and praétiss
adopted by this and eur sister associations, and the
chuiches oomponng them, are esseptially the same
coneerning the divine character, the economy of re-
demption, and the organizaiicn of a gospel churoh:
There are, dotbtless, some varieties amcag the vari-
ous articles of minor consequence. In case the aiii:
cles alluded to, eesentially agree with our faith end
practice, the chuiches will bave our fellowship ia
adopting them.

2. Query from Rupert chnrch ~—~What is our duty
towards brethren whoee moral character is good, yet
wholly neglect to travel with the church ?

Ans.—We think a brother who wholly declines
walking with the church for considerable leagth of
time, ought to be labored with ; and in case he can-
not be recovered, it is the duty of the church to with:
draw fellowship from him.

17th. On the request of the church in Newhaven
for advice relative to dissolving their church relation,
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% gpolited Elders N. Kendrick, Green, and Sawyer to
. yhitthem, advise with them, and report 4t our next.
b, "igth, Being informed by brother Herrington that
. ¢he ¢hurch in Charlotte wishes assistance, appointed
" prethren Sawyer, Green, Herrington, and N. Ken-
« ick to visit them and make report.
1pth, Appointed messengers fo sister associations.—
®o the Warren, brother 4bial Fisher ; Woodstock,
Elders Haynes, Rowley, and Clark Kendrick ; Shafts-
wry, Elders Warren and Green; Fairfield, Elders
Strkweather and Churchill, and brother Stearns ; Es-
sex, Elders Sawyer, Woods, Churchill, and D’n Wel-
ler ; Saratoga, Elders Rowley and Reynolds ; Ley-
den, brethren Griswold and Reynclds ; Otsego, El-
der Rowley; Black River, Elder Haynes ; Boston,
Eider Dana and brother Fisher ; Danville, Elder
Churchill and brother J. W, Sawyer.
20th. Appointed ¥ -otber Abial Fisher, jr. to write
the circular and cotre. ronding letter for next year.
21st. Voted, that our ne:t association be holden in
the Baptist meeting house in Rupert, (about 6 miles
N.E. of Salem, N. Y.) the first Wednesday in Octo-
ber next, at 10 o’clock A. M. Elder Grecn to preach
the introductory sermon ; in case of failure Elder Her-
rington. :
Towards the close, brother Luther Rice, missiona-
1y, preachced a most interesting sermon, with subjoin-
ed accounts from India, calculated to awaken the be-
aevolence of cvery feeling heart. A collection was
thea made for foreign missions, which gmounted (as it
was then counted) to ¢, 41 9. This session was pe-
- euliarly agreeable, and we parted in friendship.

Monies Contributed for Domestic Missions.
By the Church & Congregation in Whiting, -2 00

do. Pittsford, 14 25
do. Poultney, 8 00
de. Monkton, § 28
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By the Church and Congregation mCornw.u’

do. Bristol,

do. Granvdle,
do. Orwell,

do. Hinesburgh,
do. Shoreham,

By Br. Amos Churchill, Hubbardton,
Br. Lemuel Phelps, Newhaven,
Elder Sylvanus Haynes, Middletown,
Br. Joel Frost, jr. Bridport,
Br. John Conant, Esq. Brandon,
Deacon Jonathan Meriam, do.
Mr. Nathaniel Bacon,

' 267 0
‘There were in the fund, (see the report) 28 64

e ey

Total in the Treasury, 2 05 8¢

The subscriber, to his friends and the public, begs
leave to observe : That, having preached an ordins-
tion sermon in Rupert, Vt. on the 28th Oct. 1813, by
particular request it was published, after consulting the
views and feclings of many brethren respecting its
sentiments and publication, without finding any mats-
rial objection, but general approbation. 1 have since
learned that some of my brethren are dissatisfied with
it, which I most sincerely regret, as I would never
willingly injure the feelings of those whom I so highly
esteem.

On revie'wing the disccurse, I find some things which
may need explanation or correction. It is said, pa.
12, ¢ From which it appears rather improper to say,
that separate churches are vested with the highest
possible ecclesiastical powers ; since bishops or elders
have an ecclesiastical rule over them, and they are
directed to obedience and submissicn, as were the
primitive churches.”  This sentence is not designed
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M usiotiate that ministers have dominion over the faith
of churches ; for, it i# not my opinion that
4)he descisions of ministers, ccuncils, or any ecclesias-
el body, are law; by which the churches are to be
ii'mrned. Let the statement be considered with its
%.-txion, and it will appear that the preeminence of
“gisisters is defined in five particulars ; and the pre-
* pgutives of the church secured, in whigh it is consid-
*ered that churches have the power of gospel discipline.

Yetit is believed that regular ministers are vested with
suthorities different from any private member or sep-
arate church. Authorities, received with their office,
and not merely by personal influence. They are au-
thorized to preach the gospel, baptize believers, admin-
ister the Lord’s supper, take the oversight of the flock
of God, ordain ministers, &c. But no private individ-
ual, or separate church, as such, is clothed with these
authorities.  These officers in Zion should be mem-
bers of some gospel church, and as such subjcct to its
discipline,

‘In support of the 6th article, p. 18, it is too confi-
dently said, that ¢« When Onesimus was converted
from the error of his ways, he” engaged in the work
of the gospel under the patronage of the pious apostle.”
1t is probable he did ; and is, therefore, a circumstan-
til evidence, supporting the article with which it
stands connected.

In p. 14 and 19, for reasons which then appeared
conclusive, it was suggested that James, Cepbas, and
John were in Antioc when Barnabus and Saul were
geparated for the work of the gospel ; and gave to
them the right hands of fellowship.  But it now ap-
pears more probable that this expression of ministerial
fellowship was given at another time and place. '

Should further errors obviously appear, or be point-
edout, they shall receive due attention. The author
regrets that the sentiments of the sermon were not
discussed with more wisdom and prudence. It was
written without sufficient time, and in most difficult

s
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circumstances. = He bopes; howaver, 10 profindill
perience and the friendly rematks of his brethm.

"i N

SAMUEL &Ow
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CIRCULAR AND CORRESPONDING ™
LETTER. |

The Vermont Baptist Association to the churoly
they repregent, and the associalions with whi
they correspond, sendeth greeting.

BELGVED BRETHREN, |
God has graciously made us the care of hnu
providence, and perpetuated our lives thio’ the chan
ges of another year. We have occasion to lamest
our barrenness in general, and that seversl of o
branches were evidestly without life, and have b;
plucked up by the roots. How many more are
less will be better known at a future day.

We have been favored with very little of the re-
newing influences of God’s spirit, the year past, as wil
be seen by the several returns from the churches.
‘We are happy to think, however, that the foundation
on which we are built, has proved the immutable rogk
on which Zion has rested from time immemorial.

‘While supported at the expence of divine grace, w8
think living sacrifices, for the promotion of the Re-
deemer’s kingdom, are but our reasonable gervice. -

The rapidity with which we are passipg down the
current of time, furnishes motives to unremitting vz-
ilance, Our passing moments are in no instance M-
tained to await our sluggish disposition to duty, sud
they no sooner arrive than they are irrecoverabiy goae.

|




y © carry with them the opportunities of doing good,
which they were gssociated, and leave the un-
Bl soul with n6 means of removing bis incurred
BN but the dtcning blood of the Lamb.

f. professed ministers of the New-Testament who
K¢ grodigal of time,even when theyought to be teach-
g ,htve need to be taught, what be the first princi-
Jegiyof the oracles of God. They don’t explain and
-julitoe the doctrine and precepts of Christ ; they have
¥ gling adjusted in their own minds, and explain no-
#iig to others. They omit a thousand opportunities
o encouraging the fecble minded ; of exhorting and
rduking the slothful ; and cf warning the impenitent.
fieh unfaithful servants after all will leave their
works undonie.  They will ere iong be summoned a-
wiy by death, and compelled to leave the field with
fw seeds sown by their own hands, and with but few
i works of their own cuitivation. They will have to
d 4scount for many vacant and idle hours, in which they
were abgent, from their master’s business, and for oth-
3 e, in which they were unprofitably employed, in
finge foreign to their calling. = The work of the
pinistry requires an exclutive appropriation of the
whole time and talents of those who are charged with

s dispensation of the gospel.

The nature and extent of the work, and its influ-
exe on a dying world, made an apostle say, ¢ Who
i sfficient for these things?” With the views the
spostie had, the ministers of the New-Testament will
sy as he did. They will realize the weight of his in-
junction to Timothy, ¢ Give thyself wholly to the
work”  Their e¢xamples would then be a reproofto
every mercenary spirit, who makes the preaching of
the gospel but a secondary object. How full of mean-
g is the command of Christ to his disciple, “ Work
while the day lasts.” May we be faithful unto death.

The great head of the church has also made ample
provision for the occupation of the time and talents of
¥ who belong to the household of faith,  Private

B
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christians are equally the subjects of a high calli
God in Christ Jesus, and living sacrifices are de
ed of them, which are important to the general intey. }
ests of religion,and the declarative gloryof God. 1‘%
are required to exhibit the testimonials of god &
by well ordered lives and conversation, and oppege }
to the prevailing current of wickedness, the ttrlem }
examp‘es of piety.  Their social relations involve dy.
ties of infinite consequence, which if neglected mugg."
forever remain undone. With how much regret muy
we leave the world, if a retrospect of life does littly .
else than reeeive a long list of neglected duties, ang
show us how many mercies we have abused. Instesd
of laboring to recover our fellow creatures, by the
grace of the gospel, we have by our examples, evea
held them in countenance amidst the pleasures of sia.
Can we bear to think those, dear to us in the boods
of nature, have never been the subjects of cur coua
sels, warnings,admonitions and prayers? Shall we par
with them forever, leaving them withiout hope and
without God in the world, without referring them te
the blood of the covenant and to the friend of sinners?
Shall we sacrifice ten thousand opportunities for doing
them good, which are associated with the seasons we
spend with them, without giving them a single proof
that their eternal welfare is a subject about which
we have any concern ? Let private christians re-
member, that their passing moments are fraught with
more than finite concerns, and that a singie hotur mis-
spent can never be recovered. '
The greatness of the work assigned the saints in the
world ; the importance of having it dene ; the few
moments appointed for their probation ; and the lis-
bility of its being suddenly and soon terminated, are
forcible inducements for them to do whatever they
find to do with all their might. ¢ Therefore beloved
brethren, be stedfast and immovable, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord, in as much as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord,” We res

=
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" cogpize with joy, those measures which have been

+ qoggntly laid before us : happily unitisg the exertions

\ - ofMousandsin extending the triumphs of the cross in-

i g distant regions. The numerous missionary socie-

;o g lately formed and now forming, undoubtedly owe

7 ]geir existence to a divine influemce, which we trust

1  «will accompany all their endeavors to carry the gos-

' pelinto the regione and shadow of death. In convey-

ing the bread and waters of eternal life to those who

gre ready to perish, we shell find our ewn souls abun-

éantly refreshed. Next to Zion we would remember

or afflicted cotintry, which is involved in war. May

God in wrath remember mercy,and for the elect’s sake

shorten these days of tribulation.  May the ravages

of our foes be restrained, and no weapon formed a-
gainst us be suffered to prosper.

Our sister associations with whom we correspond,

. will accept our grateful acknowledgments, for their

memengers and episties of love. Mrventll

plicit the aid of their prayers, and the continuance of

their correspondence. With much christian love we

mbscribe ourselves yeur brethren in the gospel of

Christ.
Signed by order of the association.

HENRY GREEN, Moderator.
SAMUEL ROWLEY, Clerk.
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ON [#lE SCRIPTURES. Do*mo
HOLY Bible, huok divioe,
Precious wr: asuce! thou art mine; Think that wha
Niilse, to tell e whepee I ean;e', Sueh be'll be
Mi .

ine, to teach 1ae what 1 am We'n :I"' : ‘t' w

3Mine, to chiide me when 1 rove ; snd'riex frem the
Mioe, to show a Savier's jove ;’ Could tio arm afford

Mige, art thou te guide my fhet ; ‘
Mine, to judge, sondemn, a’thr Think hew maury still ave £

Mine, to eon.fort in distress, . . b
L ts holy spivit bless ; Bowthizen, join i m-‘uﬁn,
vietbolrr il Bl Yoy e Bin aor D rings e
o J 2
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Mire, to tcl) of joys to come, Pather, et ¢ ‘ngdem cone, -
q" : 0 lad '.:,:y:'- AT Bring thy waind'risg outessts i
. : ¢  Brethren, Jet us freely offtr.~.
2 Qs 3 have is from above !

s give, and ncr, and suffer, E:
. "Wihmi s this te Jesus' love ! -
-, - Did he die our souls to save ?

WISSIONARY HYMN, Sark

v. ! s the saint’s trium )
i sk o ke rme o e s Ty T AT o
loc te somnd.~Lev. xxv. 9. "
! the solemn tywmpet seund- While on carth remember still, K
proclams theyubilec ! [iug, Vhey whe love hin, do his wills %}
"Tis b vai ¢ of grace aboundiag, ¥
Greee to sinaces, rish and (e ! Till we reach the wish'd-for visie@y °

Yer who know the Joyful soand, ‘Lill we sce him as e is, :
FPublish it ¢o ali arvund. Let ui 2corn the worl's derision § <
Let us prove that we arv his! ¢

Is the name ot Jesus preciows ? Let us suund through all the carfily
‘Bocs hie love yourwpicits eheer ? Christ’s imcstimabic worth ! .



